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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NURTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

OFFICE or THE GOVERNOR U 7 JUN 2021

The Honorable Edmund S. Villagomez

Saipan, MP 96950 ‘
The Honorable Jude U. Hofschneider
President of the Senate
Twenty~Second Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
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RALPH DLG.TORRES "&,(‘|v >09? 1 ARNOLD l. PALACIOS
Governor '“‘“"*" J LieuIenantGovn-nor

/\~ \
Speaker, House of Representatives -j___ §§?""§~;v,;_\

Twenty-Second Northem Marianas /,5-\;’i W \\'i
Commonwealth Legislature { ES F’ iii?‘ “

l ‘ » ' »

Saipan, MP 96950 ‘Q Gig]?/\

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

This is to inform you that I have signed into law House Bill No. 22-21, HD1 entitled, “To
strengthen the tools and powers of the CNMI Government to promote and expand economic
development and to establish the Commonwealth Economic Development Authority," which was
passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Twenty-Second Northem Marianas
Commonwealth Legislature.

This bill becomes Public Law N0. 22-01. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for your
reference.

Si nc

L LG. TO S

overnor

cc: Lt. Govemor; Press Secretary; Attomey General’s Ofce; Secretary of Finance;
Commonwealth Development Authority; Department of Commerce; Law Revision
Commission; Public Auditor; Special Assistant for Administration; Special Assistant for
Programs and Legislative Review
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Public Law No. 22-0l

W_\.*'Comm0n14/ealltli qfte Wmem 9¢tan'ana Iszruis

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

FEBRUARY 19, 2021

RFPIu_.sl-\r\||\l-. mum A. Du1\r\\ oI§avpan. Precmcr | </m h1m,\uI/ Rcpr:sc|\\‘am:> Bkv Jnnmhan "B1" T

Arno mm B|a|vcu_ 1@¢|c Cum2|cho.Jo~ephA F\<xre<_ Joseph Leepmv T. Guerrero. and John Pam P .Sab|;\n.)

m an Open and puh\ic mccring \\i\|Y1lH oppurlunny tor \hc pubhn: w comment. imroduccd rm ro|u>v\..\g am

H. B. No. 22-21, HD1

ANACT

T0 STRENGTHEN Tl-IE TOOLS AND POWERS OF THE CNMI
GOVERNMENT T0 PROMOTE AND EXPAND ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT AND To ESTABLISH THE COMMONWEALTH
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.

Thc Bull wu> rslérred [0 the House Cmrvmirlee On (‘mun\crcu and |uuri>m.

THE BILL was PASSED R\ rm». HOUSE Or REPR[SE\TAT1\ Ls 0'\
FIRST ,\\|2 F|\»\|_ READING. IV|u1( n 25, Z021;

\1 fzh zimcndmelm in the form ol'II. B. N0. 22-2|. HI)! and Transmirlcd to
mu SENATE.

The B11] “E: referred w the Senate Comminee on Fnscal Affairs.
Tm B|u_ was msszu B\ TIIE SE\-\ rr: 0\ FIRST A\'DFl\AL RE-\Dl\(J, Mu 18,2021;

n H/mm umumlmuu/\" uml n u\ rumrrml lu
1 Hlj HOUSE OF RFYRFSI-‘.\T=\TI\'lZS.

T||r. Bn_Lv\ xs l‘H\-\LL\' P\SSED 0\ WI-\R(‘|l 25. 2021.

/i /
LiudLB. Mullnuse Clerk



Public Law No. 22-01

_;\‘sS_@J1.v,9; \ TwentySecm:d'LegislZzture

ofte
'-'~=,¢,m.n»»s*“Cmnmonwea[t qftlie 9‘/ortliem Mariana Ishmfs

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Foum-1-1 DAY, FIRST REGULAR SESSION

MARCH 25, 2021

1
if

H. B. N0. 22-21, HDI

AN ACT
T0 STRENGTHEN THE TOOLS AND POWERS OF Tl-IE CNMI

GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE AND EXPAND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND T0 ESTABLISH Tl-IE

COMMONWEALTH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE TWENTY-FIRST NORTHERN
MARIANAS COMMONVVEALTH LEGISLATURE:

1 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

2 This act ma) be cued as the "Cmnmrm\wallh licunumic [)€\€|upmenl ,\um<1m>

7» Act M2021".

4 SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES‘

5 Ihc Lcgislulurc nds than the (\>n1m0n\\ealth =L-mm) n:quircs -.\ rcncvwd focus nu

6 ecnnonlic dc\L‘1upmcn\ and dncrsicalinn m prnxiclc jobs. and cconumn: opprlunil) 1» £1

7 cnmmunit) mm has be|eL\;_1\|erQd \\\lh n.'|l\|ral Lli>u>l€r>. global cnsis_ and the lingering impacts



Public Law No. 224]]

HOUSE BILL 22»21, I-[D1

I l ofrhc “ids-sprwd collapse uhhe mllmlfuuluring >cc\m\l1u\ has mulled in wlauililics inhcrcnl

2 \\llllll'\ an Lll'lCll\'¢f>l€d €COn0m)'.

3 [he Lcgislalurc nds lhal an mrgcxcd focus ofa Single gmernmenml emu) lu plan for

4 and implemem effm-ls m CUl\l\ me a stronger. more dixersied €COnnm§ for lhl: Cummunvltallh

5 i< necessary in establishing c<\mpcIili\.Cncs> uguiml loculiuns \}lngl11r global inveslnlcnls.

6 l Th: l,€glal'<IlUr€ lunher nd< mm the (‘nmmonu callh l)c\cl0pme|1! Aulhuruy. since its

7 l L'Sl£ilJll>l"ll‘tIl'1l through the ('omm0nv~ealth Development Auxhnrlty Act 011984. has succccdcd

X in ins sunulory nmndalc o\cr lhc course of the lasl 36 )car>. Huvleverl as global and rcginnul

1; €c(m(m\ic landscapes change and industries c\0l\c. lhcn: lS a need to amend me smlumr)

10 languagc fur the chullcnge< uhhe 21>‘ (kemur).

II Tl\c purposr 01' lhc C0mmon\\e£|llh lconmnic l)e\'cl0pn\cn\ Aulhuril} is no be thc

I2 prlmar) agency mskud with lhc cconomlc dcwlnpmcnl of lhc ('umn\unvlcullh. and lo he

I3 en\p0\AerECl m undermkc \l\is mandalc uilh the cxlbllil) \U become proacme in lllc p\u's\ul Q1‘

14 industries and investments that will strcnglhcn uh: ('l\l\1l economy.

5 SECTION 3. GLOBAL ARIENDMENT.

I6 lhc rcl1:rcncc> m Dlwlsiun I0 l»l'T|1le 4 and (‘hapler I3 nfI)l\islun 5 ol'Ti1le 4 ofthc

I7 ['nmmnnv\C1\llh Code and all rsfcrences in an} contract. I-I~<cc\ui\c (Jrdcr. rulc_ rcgulalion or

18 clucumenl m \l\€ "[‘mnnu>nvscal|l\ l_)c\cl0pml:|‘ll /\ulhurlly" or "CDA" shall be amended In or

I9 read as the “C0mn10m\ealIl\ Lcnnomic Dc\ clopmcnl Aull\0|'i1y" or "Cl:DA".

v



Public Law Nu. 22-01

HOUSE BILL 22-Z1. HD1i
1 SECTION 4. AMENDMENT.

Z Titlc 4. Di\ ision 10. Chapter Z.§ 10203(a) IS amended to add new subsections (1). (Z).

3 ‘ (3). (4) and (5) to rcad as folluus and to appropriaiely re-number suhsequmi snbsciuns

4 ‘ according!)

5 "(l) T0 assist in thc dcvrlopment 00' the ecmmmic du\ clopmcni plan fur the

6 ('i»|mn<m\\ca1ili_ and cunlml and implemem lhaz pan ohe plan assigned to ix b} law

7 (2) 1'0 bc rcsponsiblc for %]Cli\ Ci} promoting the cm MI HQ 2\ 1L)C1lUA)l\ my pri\L\ln:

X imesunem.

4) (3) Tn promote and encourage the (‘NW1 and dcwlopmcnl o1'nc\\ businesses

IU \\ithin the ('mnmun\~eallh. as “ell as pmmme ihe reiemion and expansion uiiexisling

ll bL|>l!\€SS€S.

12 (4) '1 u prumme and encourage the expansion and d\C1O]7!C\ ofnwrkcl for the

13 products oiilhe CNMI and to encourage the establishment uiicomnwrcial linkages of

I4 ('I\.\4I pruducls mihm lhc L'.\'Ml lUuri>\'l\i|1du>lI')

IS (5) lo cuordinalu develop. and participate in oi?-island imcslur missions lu

I6 general: imeresi and imeslmcnl in \hc (.\(M]. wilh cniphas-is on business mvirslmcnls

I7 from the United Slates nf Anicrica.“

I8 SECTION 5‘ AMENDMENT.

I9 Title -1, I)i\|sinn I0. Chaplcr 3. § 10305 (b) i> amended In add nev\ subsccliuns (5) and

20 (6) and 7 (0 mad HS follows and 10 appropriately rC—numbCI subscqucm suhseclimh

21 accurdingl).

3



Public Law ho. 22-01

Hausa BILL 22—21, HD1 
I "(5; To allocate and npcnd funds for lhc purposes of promotion of the CNMI

2 a< a 1OC£l[lOn fnr priwm: im cslmcni. lhc cxpumion und rewnnon ofisling b\1sinc>s::>.

3 the pmmuunn Jnd marketing of pmduch nf lhc CXMI. and ihe undcnaking of

4 pr(\m4)(i(ma| actnilics for (Mm imcslmcnls in lmc \~izh me economic dcwlupmeni

5 plan for [he (‘NML in accordance \\iih the mponsibiliries ofthe Alllhurily comained

6; in 4 CMC § H1203:

7 (6) An) use of CI-TDA funds for lhc pronwiimial aclnilies for C\1MI

8 u-ncstmcnls. the expansi<m_ and rc|cmim\ nfan cxisling busincas. the pmmnunm and

Q Inarkciing Ur prnducls qr the L‘\.’»I[ um he reponcd \l‘A lhc annual CEDA Cm7en-

l0 Ccniric repon. as to cach activity. to include la Budgclcd amount and annual

11 cxpcndilurc; 2) P\l\’pU>:! & Action um, and 2; Rcsullis) of prunmling mu: C\lMI

12 and an) other Y€|€\8n\ mfmmmmn pertaining I0 \husc ucliuiics.

I3 (7) (‘FDA ahall ac: in cnnsullalion with thc Dcpunmem of Commerce in thc

14 performance nflhc duties SCI fonh in l'i(1c 1. Dhision 2. Subsection 2451 at seq."

15 SECTION 6. SEVERABILITY.

1:, 11" any pr0\'i>iur\sni‘lh|»."\c1nrlhe app|ic21lim\(\fL\!I) such pru\i5i\\l1l0 any person Oi’

I7 circunislance should be held \n\ alld by a court nfcompclcmjurisdiction. the rcmainder oflhis

18 /\<:\ or \hc uppliculikrll of in pm\ i<i0n< [0 persnns or circumslanc€s other than iliosc I0 which

I’-) il is hcld in» alid >hal1 nol be affected lhercb).

20 SECTION 7. SAVINGS CLAUSE.

2| [Ins Act and an} repcaler contained hercm shall not be construed as affecting any

22 existing right acquired under cururaci or acquired undur >U1lul€> repealed or undcr un) rule. ‘

-i
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Public Law No. 22-01

HOUSE BILL 22-21, HD1i i I
regulaliom or ordcr udoptcd under [he >lalule5. Repealers cnnmmed in \hi< Acl shall not um-cl

an) pmcceding instituted undcr or pursuant :0 pnor lav» '1 he enaullncnl uhhe Au <ha11 nm

1 haw m= ¢r1"¢m»11¢nmnanng,m in an} W3} lnzvdying. am l|abi1il)‘.civil0r criminal. “hich

shall already b= in existence on the dale this Ac\ bccomc> ¢1"¢ma\¢.

SECTION 8, EFFECTIVE DATE.

']hi> /\Cl >-hu1| 1-an €|T=!Cl upon its approval 1»; lhc Gmernm. (vr its becoming luv»

without such approval.

.~1I1u\/ml/1! by" /- 1 .

Linda‘B. ;'\/lud, House Clerk
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SPEAKER EDMLWD s. VILLAcomzz
Hume my Rep/uwn/ul|\"u,\
22/M \'~,-/hm, '\1ur'|unu\ <v,m»~mW/m Ln'gt\‘Il4!14rL’

_this 2 dd) of _ 1021
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_ ,, A _

- - r TORRES ‘

vernal‘
L'0m!mm\\ eul//1 uf zhu .’\urll1urn .\/uviurlu I\[um,I\
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