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LINA R. BABAUTA
CHAIRPERSON ~

JUDICIARY AM) GOVER.\lMEl\TAL OPERATIot\s COMMITTEE

yg/BIQWL4,/Q ,. .2/zz/212*
STA DING COMMITTEE REPORT N0.
DATE: FEBRUARY 01, 2022
RE: H.B. 22-66

The Honorable Edmund S. Villagomez
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Twenty-Second Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Capitol Hill
Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Mr. Speaker:
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Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations to which was referred:

H. B. NO. 22-66:

beg

“To amend l CMC §290l to require newly appointed persons to undergo
certication training in regards to the Open Government Act (OGA); and for
other purposes.”

s leave to report as follows:

I. RECOMMENDATION:

After considerable discussion, your Committee recommends that the House le H. B. NO.

22-66.

II. ANALYSIS:
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The purpose of House Bill No. 22-66 is to amend 1 CMC §2901 to require newly
appointed persons to undergo certication training in regards to the Open Government Act
(OGA).
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B. Committee Findings:

Your Committee nds that House Bill 22-66 intends to require all new appointees for all

boards, commissions, and so forth, to undergo training with regard to the Open Government

Act (OGA). Cognizant of its noble purpose, your Committee agrees with importance of the

OGA and how it govems public meetings/hearings. However, the implementation of such

requirement can be time consuming, especially in the event where a respective

board/commission/etc. does not have a quorum. Furthermore, your Committee nds that each

respective board/commission/etc. has the administrative power to implement such

requirements. It is the intent of your Committee to respect such power and allow for them to

implement such OGA training requirement(s) if they deem it necessary. Therefore, your

Committee recommends that the House le I-louse Bill 22-66.

C. Legislative History:

House Bill No. 22-66 was introduced by Representative Leila H.F.C. Stafer on May 28,

2021 to the full body of the House and was referred to the House Standing Committee on

Judiciary and Governmental Operations for disposition.

D. Cost Benet:

The Committee intends to le House Bill 22-66.

III. :CONCLUSION

The Committee recommends that the house le H. B. NO. 22-66.

Respectfully submitted,

Rep. Celina R. Babauta, Chairperson Rep/Blas Jonathan “BJ” T. Attao, Vice Chair
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Rep. Vicente C. Camacho, Member Rep. Ri ard AT.izama, Member

Rep. Donald M. Mang%na, Member Rep. Christina M.E. Sablan, Member

(‘()\‘|.’\l|'l'l‘Fl—.l)\ ll hl( l\R\' \\l)(l()\lR\'\ll.\'I'\l.UPl—.R\ll(l\§
(l\|\\|<,l§\n\l x\  1



Standing Committee Report N0. ‘sq
RE: H.B. 22-66
Page 3

Rep. Edwin K. Propst, Member

Reviewed by:
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House [Legal Counsel
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