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II. ANALYSIS:

A. Purpose:

The purpose of House Bill No. 23-73 is to amend 1 CMC § 7406 (a)(4) to include the
Ofce of the Public Auditor (OPA) vehicles in the denition of “Law enforcement vehicle”.

B. Committee Findings:

Your Committee nds that the that the Ofce of the Public Auditor is an independent
agency of the Commonwealth Govermnent to audit the receipt, possession and disbursement of
public funds by agencies of the Commonwealth Government. Furthermore, they are tasked to
oversee crimes involving fraud, waste and abuse ofpublic funds. In order to accomplish such tasks,
the Ofce of the Public Auditor is allowed to hire the necessary staff, specically investigators, to
investigate such matters. Your Committee nds that OPA is tasked to investigate activities that
are not discernable through the naked eye. To ensure that CNMI tax payer funds are properly
utilized, OPA must be given appropriate resources to properly investigate matters and prevent
corruption from plaguing our Commonwealth.

Your Committee further nds that pursuant to 6 CMC §l()lO1(y), the Public Auditor and
any attorney or investigator employed by the Ofce of the Public Auditor fall within the denition
of “law enforcement”. Pursuant to the specied statute, these respective employees are allowed to
carry rearms, a privilege granted to all appropriate law enforcement ofcers. However, despite
being allowed to carry rearms, the aforementioned staff of OPA do not possess the full
capabilities afforded to law enforcement personnel. Pursuant to l CMC §7406(a)(4), “law
enforcement vehicles” are dened as police cars and other such government vehicles operated by
the Department of Public Safety, Alcohol Beverage and Tobacco Control (ABTC) Division, or
Division of Customs. This denition specically denes which law enforcement agency can use
their vehicles for undercover operations and be exempted from the tinting prohibition. Your
Committee nds that it would be appropriate to add the Ofce of the Public Auditor in that
denition to enhance their investigative abilities and conduct undercover/sting operations similar
to those of other law enforcement agencies.

Therefore, your Committee agrees with the intent and purpose of House Bill No. 23-73 and
recommends its passage in its current form.

C. Public Comments:

The Committee received comments from the following:

v Dora I. Deleon Guerrero, Temporary Public Auditor, Ofce of the Public Auditor
(Written)
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The Temporary Public Auditor of the Ofce of the Public Auditor supports the
proposed legislation.

D. Legislative History:

House Bill No. 23-73 was introduced by Representative Diego V.F. Camacho on
September 07, 2023 to the full body of the House and was referred to the House Standing
Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations for disposition.

E. Cost Benet:

The enactment of House Bill No. 23-73 will result in additional costs to the CNMI
government in the form of additional stafng and resources needed to effectuate the intent of this
Act. The Ofce of the Public Auditor may need to purchase new vehicles and their staff may
undergo undercover operations. However, the benets of ensuring that the vehicles of the Ofce
of the Public Auditor fall within the denition of “law enforcement vehicle” heavily outweigh the
costs.

III. CONCLUSION:

The Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of H. B. NO. 23-73, and
recommends its passage in its current form.
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Respect[ully submied,
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Rep/. M lcolm J. Omar, Member Rep. Edwin K. Propst, Member

Rep. John Paul P. Sablan, Member












