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II. ANALYSIS:

A. Purpose:

The purpose of this Act is to increase marriage license application fees.

B. Committee Findings:

Your Committee finds that during the FY24 Budget Conference Committee deliberations, in
order to reach a consensus and avoid suspending more than 5 legal holidays, the Conferees agreed
to jointly push forward with tax bills because at the time, there was no other source of revenue
that could address the governments revenue shortfall except for tax hikes. Several tax bills that
garnered the Conferees support included the tobacco tax increase; sugar sweetened beverage tax;
container tax; betel nut tax; and pending further review of its language, the construction tax. The
Conferees anticipated to pass most, if not all, to address the shortfall in Medicaid and GHLI and
more importantly to prevent further reducing the work hours of our government employees.

Your Committee finds that the current requisites of marriage contract; license is as follows:
“§1202. Requisites of Marriage Contract; License.

(a) (1) The Governor or a mayor is authorized to grant a license for marriage between
two persons. Upon the filing of an application for the license, the Governor or a mayor shall
collect from the parties the following fees:

(i) Ceremony fees (Non-Residents), $75;

(i1) Ceremony fees (Residents), $30;

(iii) Marriage License Application (Non-Residents), $125;
(iv) Marriage License Application (Residents), $50;

(v) Documentation Fee, $25; and

(vi) Marriage License Copy, $25.

Public Law 4-12, enacted on October 18, 1984, increased the application for a license fee
for a marriage between two noncitizens or between a noncitizen and a citizen of the Trust
Territory from $2 to $25.

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS
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