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11/15/23

To;
Honorable Representative Ralph N. Yumul
Chair, Standing Committee on Ways and Means
House of Representatives
23rd Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature
Capitol Hill, Saipan MP

From;
Peter Brett, MD
Medical Oncologist, CHCC

Re:
ln support of HB 23-87

Over the past 4‘/2 yea
staff) have provided cancer care to all who live in Saipan, Tinian, and Rota. Many of
our patients have limited financial resources and limited or no health insurance. lt’s
been a challenge, bu
culturally sensitive care to all.

l‘m writing this letter in strong support of HB 23-87, which will establish a CHOC-
affiliated foundation to allow for fund raising for the hospital, including for oncology
programs. lf we’re able to raise funds beyond what insurance and our patients can pay
on their own, we have
will benefit our patients

One recent program we‘ve started is the CARES program, which currently provides no-
cost cancer screening
colorectal cancer, oral cancer, cervical cancer, and lung cancer), and hereditable
cancer gene screening for those at risk. This is currently open to all CNMI residents,
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and mortality of cancer in our area if we’re able to expand the program, which we can
do if we we're able to obtain philanthropic funding. '
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rs, l and my oncology team at CHCC (providers, nurses, other

t we try our best to provide compassionate, state-of-the-art,

a better chance of being able to expand oncology programs that

and prevention services for 5 major cancers (breast cancer,
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Many ask us what they can do to help the CHCC cancer program, and establishing a

foundation will allow them to contribute in a meaningful way.

si /Z4
Peter Brett, D
Medical Oncologist
CHCC

Cc: Honorable Representative Blas Jonathan “BJ" Attao, Vice Chair, House Standing
Committee on Ways and Means
Honorable Representative Malcolm J. Omar, Chair, House Standing Committee on
Health and Welfare
Honorable Representative Marissa R. Flores, Vice Chair, House Standing
Committee on Health and Welfare

Northern Marianas Oncology Center
1178 Hinemlu' Street, Garapan

PO BOX 500409, Saipan, MP 96950

Office phone-(670)234-8951-option 4, After Hours-(670)234-8950, Fax-(670)233-0050



TWENTY-THIRD NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH

LEGISLATURE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NOVEMBER 13, 2023

Second Regular Session, 2023 H. B. 23-87, HSI

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To amend 3 CMC §2824 to authorize the Commonwealth
Healthcare Corporation to organize and assist in establishing a

charitable foundation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 23*“) NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

1 Section 1. Findings and Purpose. In 2009, the Legislature established the

2 Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation (CHCC) to provide a more efficient public

3 healthcare system. As part of that legislation, the corporate powers included the

4 authority to create a separate and independent foundation that could accept

5 donations for the benet of the work of CHCC. PL. 16-51, Section 3, page 6, lines

6 7-10. However, in 2017, the Legislature amended the laws related to CHCC and

7 deleted the language authorizing the creation of a foundation. PL 19-18, Section 2.

8 As part of a strategic plan, CHCC intends to increase access to capital for

9 investment in local health care capacity by establishing an afliated foundation. By

10 associating with a foundation, CHCC can elevate its mission and extend its reach

11 and impact. This dedicated foundation would serve as a powerful vehicle for

12 channeling investment into pivotal areas such as new program development,
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1 technological upgrades, facility improvements, and the expansion of essential

2 services.

3 The Legislature nds that authorizing CHCC to participate in the creation

4 of a foundation is in the public’s best interest. The Legislature further nds that the

5 foundation should maintain an independent status. Therefore, this bill restores the

6 authority of CHCC to participate in the creation of an independent, afliated

7 charitable foundation that may benet health care.

8 Section 2. Amendment. 3 CMC §2824 of the Commonwealth Code is

9 hereby amended by adding a new subsection (s) to read as follows and to renumber

10 remaining subsections accordingly:

11 “§ 2824. Corporate Powers.

12 “(_s) Participate and assist in the creation of an independent

13 charitable foundation that operates for the primary benet of improving

14 health care within the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation. The

15 charitable foundation shall be governed separately from CHCC. Except for

16 one CHCC trustee. the board ofdirectors for the foundation shall not include

17 any active employees or trustees of CHCC. The CEO of CHCC or a

18 designee may serve as a nonvoting member of the foundation board of

19 directors; and”

20 Section 3. Severabilit_v_. If any provisions of this Act or the application of

21 any such provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court

_2_
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of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its

provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid

shall not be affected thereby.

Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein

shall not be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or

acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation, or order adopted

under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding

instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of the Act shall not have

the effect of tenninating, or in any way modifying, any liability, civil or criminal,

which shall already be in existence on the date this Act becomes effective.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by

the Governor, or it becoming law without such approval.

Intro: ll/13/2023

Date: Introduced by: /s/ Rep. Malcolm J. Omar

Reviewed for Legal Sufciency by:

/s/ Joseph L.G. Taijeron, Jr. '/3 7 '4 )/ /
House Legal Counsel ghx V ’ ° 7' “I

-3-


