











Thank you again for the opportunity to comment. We hope your Committee reconsiders its
decision. We are happy to answer any questions or provide further information to clarify our
comments on H.B. 23-107.

Respectfully submitted by:

S

Juan T. Igu Journie Hofschneider
Chairman Vice Chairwoman

/s/ Thomas L. Songsong
Thomas L. Songsong Jose B. Palacios

Secretary Member
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TWENTY-THIRD NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH
LEGISLATURE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MAy 10, 2024
Second Special Session, 2024 H. B.23-107 HD1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To repeal the salaries of the Commissioners of the
Commonwealth Casino Commission and-the-CNMI-Cannabis
Commisston—and to require that these Commissioners receive
compensation in accordance with 1 CMC § 8247.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 23R® NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. This legislation repeals the salaries of

the Commissioners of the Commonwealth Casino Commission and—the—CNMI
Cannabis—Cemmission and requires that these Commissioners receive
compensation in accordance with 1 CMC § 8247.

The Legislature finds that pursuant to 4 CMC § 2313(g), the Commissioners

of the Commonwealth Casino Commission were compensated at the rate of

$40,000.00 for the first year of the Commission's existence and $65,000.00 per

annum for each year thereafter. The-Legislature-also-finds-that pursuantto4-CMC
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A comparison of these salaries against compensation received by other
commissioners and board members of entities within the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands Government reveals a significant disparity. For instance,
the Commissioners of the Public Utilities Commission and the Members of the
Commonwealth Economic Development Authority Board of Directors are
compensated in accordance with 1 CMC § 8247, which states “the rate of
compensation for meetings attended for members of all government corporations,
councils, commissions, [and] agencies . . . shall be no more than $60 for a full day
meeting and no more than $30 for a half day or less meeting; provided that the
compensation shall not exceed a maximum of $6,000 per year . . ..”

In light of this disparity and the dire economic situation currently faced by
the Government of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Legislature finds that the compensation received by the Commissioners of the
Commonwealth Casino Commission—and—the—Commissioners—of—the—CNMI
Cannabis-Commission are disproportionately high. This legislation rectifies the
disparity in compensation between the Commissioners of the CNMI Casino
Commission;-the-Commissioners-of-the- CNMI-Cannabis-Commission, and other
similarly-situated positions within the CNMI Government.

Further, this adjustment ensures that the Commissioners of the

Commonwealth Casino Commission and—the—Commissioners—of—the— CNMI
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Cannabis-Commission are fairly compensated for their contributions, brings the
Commissioners’ compensation in line with compensation for comparable roles, and
lessens the financial burden on the CNMI Government.

Thus, the purpose of this legislation is to repeal the salaries of the
Commissioners of the Commonwealth Casino Cemmission—and—the—CNMI
Cannabis-Commission-and require that these Commissioners, like other similarly-
situated CNMI Government officials, receive compensation pursuant to 1 CMC
§ 8247.

Section 2. Amendment. 1| CMC § 8247(k) of the Commonwealth Code is
hereby amended to read as follows:

“(k) This section shall aet-apply to members of the Commonwealth

Casino Commission and-members-of-the CNMI - Cannabis-Commission.”

Section 3. Amendment. 4 CMC § 2313(g) of the Commonwealth Code is
hereby amended to read as follows:

“(g) Compensation. Members of the Commission shall eaeh be

compensated in accordance with 1 CMC § 8247-at-therate-o£-$-40.000-00
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Section 5 4. Severability. [f any provisions of this Act or the application of
any such provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court
of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its
provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid
shall not be affected thereby.

Section 6.3, Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein

shall not be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or
acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation, or order adopted
under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding

instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of the Act shall not have



HOUSE BILL 23-107 HD1

the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability, civil or criminal,
which shall already be in existence on the date this Act becomes effective.

Section 7. Effective Date. This Act shall become effective on the first day

of the fiscal year immediately following the fiscal year in which it was approved

by the Governor or became law without his approval.

Prefiled: 5/9/2024

Date: Introduced by: /s/ Rep. Marissa R. Flores
/s/ Rep. Roman C. Benavente
/s/ Rep. Julie M. A. Ogo
/s/ Rep. Edmund S. Villagomez
/s/ Rep. Ralph N. Yumul

Reviewed for Legal Sufficiency by:

/s/ Joseph M. Hallahan [5/8/2024]
House Legal Counsel

HB 23-107 HD1 Reviewed for Legal Sufficiency by:

/s/ Joseph L.G. Taijeron, Jr. [10/17/2024]
House Legal Counsel




