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STANDINK; C0\|MlT'|'m; REPORT \'0. =2 2/ Q”
DATE: (lcmhrr 18,2021
RE: H0l'SE BILL No. Z2-15

'1 he Honorable kdmund S Villagumcz
Spcukcr ufthe House n1'Rcprcscn\mi\ cs
Twenty-Sccnnd Northern \\/iuriunus

(‘omnmnwsalnh LeglS!Qlur::
Cnpnol Hill
SaipA|\_ MP 96950

Den! \/Ir. Spcakcr:

Yuur Committee on Health and Vvclxrc to \\|1id\Hun>c Bil] \1n. 22—l5 \\us re!L~rred.enlu1cd:

"lb cslablish lhc Fuslcr Curt Sponsorshnp Pmgmm under the Department of
Comrnunuy and (‘ullurul A(T1\ir> llmsiun u|'You!l1 Scniccs: and for olhcr
purposes."

hugs Icme m repml u_~ v||0\\>

I‘ REC()Y‘/I.Vl F.\'\'l)ATl()|\':

Allcr considerable dlSCu5$i\m. your ('mnn\iucc mcmnn\snd~ 1h-ax H. B.\1<1. 2245 be
p1\s<cd by lhc House in its currcm forrn
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A.\'AL\r'SlS:

.-\_ Pugguscz

The purpmc ul'H0usc urn M» :2-15 i> in <:>iah|ish the luster Care Spnnsurship Program
in prmidc uddiliunul social and ulhcr >L‘!'\iCCSi linuncizrl \upp0\'\ and SLlppllC> lo lhc children
under rhe direct cnrc mid s|lpcr\|>iul\ ufrhc [7i\i>iim Ali \'<»riilr Scr\ici:> under ihc Dcpurimcni
ofC0mmuniry and Cultural »\l'lai|"s

( (‘mnmiuee Findin is:

Your Commitlcc nnd< that rhe Di\isim1ul‘Ynu\h Sm |uc~ (INS) under lhc llcpurlmcnl of
(\\mm\mil_v und Culruml .-\|Tairs lD('(1\l iakcs n prn:\cl|\r: A|!|‘llUL\l;i\ in an;li\ci) engaging in
nur commurlil) ru fulll in m|>\lm\\u"|’1fUl‘L\lCli1C \\C|1—bB\l\g nfchrldrcn. yuuzhs. and adulls
K0 strengthen families and [ht wrnrurrmrr 11> uliulc“ |>\rs_1>("(v\ pru\idc> numerous
programs to Our communili that sens \\cun\\ imirilii Abuse All Iicglccl and mm lliniilics";
iuvenile m'l'cndcr> and ll1cii'luini|ics:)uu1h and parcnlsz hm incoinc hnu<chold<; and l'mrne1es>
il\di\idLliS and l'amiIic~.

Your (‘nmmirrcc nds lhal lhal ihc l)YS-D((\\\ (‘luld |’ru\ccli»c Scnices (CPS) unit
currently upcr-arcs on n 2-l/7 response S_\>\Cm (in nll clnldrcn under their direcr care or
superxisinn ur rcporlcnl cu.-c< ‘ha! mu} dl‘|>C. I he L'hi1cll>micc\|\ c Sm icc< is legally mandarsd
in pmlcci children Min hmc been 2li“1\l>CLi or |\Cgi¢&;lg'Li_ ur \\hu mu) be ul risk of abuse or
neglect. Through its inandaiv. lhc Child Pl'Uk'\Jil\c‘ Sviucc-\ rc<pun:l~ and inlcncncs in
rcpnrlcd cases <i1'mriirr¢irrmr-iii of a child l l7 }€\ll>‘ ul' Ligr: 0! }oungc|'. prmiding multiple
uccuininndaiions xo prulcci rhc cin<»unnnl_ rnCrl\Jl_ and physical Li<:\<:l0pml:nl nf a child‘
Additionally ihc Child ]’mlccii\c $L!l‘\l&,‘U\ imil \||>u prmidcs direct supervision in the
placcmcm nfa child under lhcir I oslcr (xii-C i’fO‘:'lk1|l\_ \\il\Cll]'1l'n\i(ig‘~ |\»r ii lung-lcrm curl: For
childrcn who cannnr reside \\ilh ihcir fuunilics for Ll pcriml nl urns. Fligible kin or lbsicr parcnls
are carefully scrcciicd and rcgnlurli mulillklrtki lo cn>\|ic [hill :\ child placed in mm cz1rciS at
no risk fur nlullrcallnmil,

Your (‘uinmiucc funhcr nds ihar ilrc rc>uurcc>ul‘r1icl‘n~rcr('nrc Pmgrani under ihe CPS-
DYS-I)(‘(‘A urc scarce and l\ind.~ nrc wminiumsl} nccdccl in hclp our children and )nulh II1

lkisrcr carc. Although I)Y§‘> uluniiiic goal i- lkvr |1innl\ ruili\lliL‘.\l|on_ rhc currcnr pmgmm
C0nlinucs to cxpcricncc longer p|z1C::nl¢|\l~‘ in l1i>'\ci' U! l\il\\|ll[\ i\ul\le\ due ui mulllp1€ |'acu\r.~

prcwnling such rcunilic.1I\0n_

Your (‘nmmillc 1inr|.\ ihul rim Au \\i|i cslcihllxh A hmci (arc Sponsumhip Prugmm
(TCSP) In scrvc as 2" c\\¢1\ded nmgralni ulillic (‘mu Pmiccli\ = §€l\\C:!<1\!\d <l\al| he managed
undcr the /\dl‘l1il'\iSlf(1lUY of ihc Di\|S\~m of Ynurh SCf\iCL‘\ undcr lhc Dcpanincm of
Community and (‘nliuml .i\ll.1!r~’ Ihe plugmin mu) \\0rh \\i\h coininunilyhased pri\Z1l€

tmiilll lll r-\ Ill \| lll \\H\\H>llli
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iuigcs

n<mpm|“n 0|’ for-pmi nguncm. publiu .|gc1\c\c>. and inicrusicd cizi/on groups In (ht
e>lab1ishn1cn\ Mcmuinunii; Yuslcr can: pm;-|'.\i|i.\. h¢n¢|‘n> mid sCi'\iCCS.

Your C<\mn\|!lL'u mrihcr lind.~ mm \hC ~cr\icc\ nude &\\uH¢\b]U l11|‘uugh ihc F0819!‘ (‘arc
Sp0I\S0fSiIi[3])H\gf£liY\\i\1l|1‘ (1)in1.\dLlilim\|u|i\ci:li!\g h.i~iu IIL'&.'\i\ uhc n;]1i1:ir:‘n.0I'|'€r acts»
10 availablu scrviccs dial address cducmimml hcneu and uu\nn\g_ social and emnlional
difculiics. medical |<§ucS_ dC\Ci0p|HQ!'\lG] dcla3>. learning problems‘ ps}ch0|ug|caI and
p>_vchiulric issues‘ And bchmmrzil \Jhi\|1Ul’\L_‘C\1 1:» hr \\‘!\\ll\\L‘ m the ilnlquc needs. Slrcr\gihS.
and culmml uilues nlia |1N@.- L‘i\\|Li Mi ii\~lr:! iuinii}. in he L1H\;'!l hi cnmmunll) .<lrenglh<.

ne::ds_ and rcsnurcc<: and (4) acccpl and uw a \G¥'\€l_\ U’ nmd~ and re<nurce<. including but
nol limiicd ‘(,4 Icgislzuiw a]J]JrnpriJliun. mm imam’. 1;-.1“.-1 grams. CNMI grams‘
comnuinily d<\na\ii\ns_ pr|\a\C and \4\1L\\L'€l l'C>ULl!'CC>. \H-}\il\Li. C0l1\\'\1u\’\\\}‘ imeslmcnls. and
ulher> lo prmidc bu>ic ncccssiiics mi .|dJi\im\.ii M-ii. And \ll]\L‘l' >Ql’\lCt!S. nanuizil Suppu
and supplim iieccssm for lhc cure and uclllirc U1‘ ilm !1»~ic|1liiidi'ev\.

Your (‘oinmilicc i> cognizant ihul DYS—DCLI\ is .i rccipicni uf L! Consolidated Block
Gran!-§\\ciul S::r\'iu:s Block Uriml (L'|i('v—\'<l§(ip Hui \\\]i pruiidc much needed nancial
£1S<iSIanC€ in c0\ering1h€ c\»s\.> ul'|n0>\ ufilic sc1\iu:> pm\u|c~i m um c0mm\|nil)_ HUVV€\€l"
similarly [0 all grams. the L‘\])L‘n&]i\uls: in‘ i\uid> \i\i<)ugi\ lhc cue-ssnca stnés as a

siipplcincnlal funding \'U\|i'L‘C1i’\1\l\\ Fk‘\l\’lClL‘d and in>ii|'mi.-m 10 cmcr all C0~l5 rcialivc In lhc
direct need< M our C\Hl\!IllAl!\\_\_ mlv\I l\i\p\!f\.ll7l|} rm mu cluldrcn undcr lhc dirccl can: and
supcrvisimi <»f DYS-D(‘(‘A This Ac! \\iH gut 111:‘ .'\\in\i1\i>l|.|u\| lh: Julhril) u» provide
mm incentives and e\pand me pmgmni rmm “hill m s i> i\HTCl‘il|} 0l'l'cring lo recruit and
retain mm pm-ms DYS “ill aim bc Zlbi {U suck mm limiiing >U\l\L‘¢S bC)Mld|CgiS121[i\'C
uppmpriuiim1> and IL-dumi grunts w C.s\lfU ‘ihc pi ivg,»im11\ >'muc».

Your Committee Agree< \\|[h the mien! and piu|m\¢ mi Home Bill Nn. '_ZZ—l5 and
rcconuncnds its passage in i[< current iimn

I1. Public C0mn\cni.<'Pub||c Hébfli

In =1 public \CCl\l‘ig |i\‘|i.i UH .'\l|gLl$l :7. :1»: 1 . um Um!i\lllU£ H‘L’Ci\Cl| oral lcslinmnicx imni
the following.

0 Vivian Sz1b|an_ —\dniii\i<tmmi_ [)1\\<in|imiYnuthSc1'\1cc<_ DCCA

"We Art hcrc in .~|i[7p0|‘\ of l]\U Fmici um» §)'7i>!\\4»r~i\ip Bi1|_ House um 22715.
waw been ]!Hl\i(ii|1§ Z! ]Cl\L‘i .»i‘.~-W».-i. \\I'!llC1\>‘L\]1]\<\l‘l hui this morning WC are

ju<t going 1.» gne }uu gu\< J mi‘ background SD when childrcn arc n:m0\'L‘d
from home me; JR‘ khu.11|) piimi tcniporurily I11 Ollf ms Lmcrgcncy Shullcr.
However, ifii i- LiL‘\C\’i'\\HI:,‘Li {hill ilk l ihc hm inicruq U‘ the child and u lnngcr
piaccmcnl i» tlfdcd mix \\|icn lhc pmgwni \C‘Ck\ Uill rm» fnsier care placement.
As nflnday. \~c haw a Iwi M 3-8 clients pidtud l 9 umcrcm households, We used

10 an cragc 10 in 15 ptr \ Cur In FY2111 ‘7 isu \\crc iibic in nZcQ\\‘c S‘)ll_UUO from our

‘ l1!\l\llllllU\llK\lYH\\l)\\lHUH
A i i . i
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local 2lppmprl11lmns_ |m\\u\c|. in 2020 mm \\.1< rCml\\Cd I lhlnk lhafs “hat kinda
sparked the inillallun <\flh|.~ dl\L’\l\\HH!_ Ru \\llh ‘hdl us l|\CL1Il7)_1l\L‘ $250 stipend
per child. pa-r month. .Iusr to k1mlul'.|>\i.~"lul\lv ll\e hung uml. $150 is truly nothing
S0 M ac1u.|ll> gol (NU grnnmr H) élpplnhi >Jll{1)m'chiId. my month back in 2015.
Tod-a). lhuts slill nm cmvugll sn \\c &\rk‘ lmll 0! wrkllug lo also incrcusc that but
with xhe nunlbcr nl1>l|¢nl\ rl\.l1 “AI h.l\¢ Ill 14 l\>&,|-1} mar will cos-1 DYS uboul
Sl63_000 undrlmr's_;ll<1asufludu} Hue \\rlcln1\|il\g ln mnrc foslcr cure clienls
bemccn now and or nu“ }CZil' bccmnsc \\c go lw; lhc scal war‘ it will cxcnluzxlly
cost us morc. Hm \\c czm lnuk ..\l ll _\\ an lncr

L7

" \\c had SOHIQ inpul in lhc dmrln\g 0l'iIlv\l>c lilll V\u 1115 "

I Julian L'1l|\\11c)\n_ S\lpcr\1~u|. Child P|'<mur\c $c|\icc> and loslcr (‘are
Coordirmmr. DYS-I)l'L'.'\

"Currcn11} we ha\c 6 ulnldrcn in nu: sheila luulung for lhslcr parents. W: had
some pcoplc lhm zlrc i|ucrl~<m<l m jllllllg lhc pmgl'Lm\ hut may wan: new burn
hhlCS_ (he) A10 mll \\1|v\l. likc U[(]CF L\Ll\ sl» \\c JR! rllnlllllg mm rharl We are sul]
lmklng tkn 11»-m cum [!;\rc*|l|\ I hum‘ e» and l hm hucn in shclrur for owl‘ n:
ycurs.

Cnmmenls rcccixcd haw hccnllH.l\;l\U\1.l\pL4ll0l'l]\l\ L’Ul\HHi1[L‘C lupurl. oral testimonies
can be available for public lllipttllnl llpkl H.\]\lL‘\‘\.

L l.e>isIa1i\eI[islur\:

House mu Nu. 22715 was |!\l|‘m]l|CC\1 h} Rcplcscnmllm .|0\¢)7]\ Iccpan T. G\|¢rl'L‘rK\ on
February 1». 20:1 and \'\L\\ \Ub>CL|llL‘l'\ll} Ycll‘|‘l1‘t1 I0 lhc [|ULl\L‘ Slzlnlllng Commmcc on lleallh
and “}?Iirc my disp0<il|m\

1-". cw Benet A "~nahsls

Th: cnaclmenl ul Huuw Blll .\u Zlli ml] 1;-~u]l HI .|ddili0r\ll1 cosl lo the CI\M[
Gmcmmcnl in lhc form ul'ad|nir\l>\ml\\¢ C\>.\l.~.1ll1l mher l\'\4\\\lCk'\ m-ullul lo clTcc\i\c|) curry nul
lhl: imem nfrhe prhpuscd lcgislu\mr\ llm\¢\cr. lhc |7l‘0|70SCd |C~_1l<[Zl!l0ll pl-mlcles the Di\i>im‘l of
Youth Services m ucccpl und list L\ \;mc1_\ ul’ lllnds lmd lL‘<OL|l’L‘Q§_ ulcludmg but not llmllsd lo.
lcgislative appl’Opl’l3llMlS. l)l)(V\ fundlng. fedcml grullls. ('\\1l gmnl»-_ cmnmnnity d<marmns_
privmc and \‘nlunu:cr resources. |r\—k|l\d_ Cullllllllllil} \ll\C>\HlL‘l\l\ .lml ml\er< m pmude basic
ncccssilies and addiuoml sncul lmd mhrr <cr\\cu\ n.\ml.1l mppml and supplies necessary for
the care and welfare oflhc clnlllrcn m limr pmgnlm

(lV\l\lllH>1l\Hl\l|l|\\l>\\HlllU
lll~ \-l \ .l ~



lll. CONCLUSION:

Standing L1nn|ni1!cc RCPUH Nu. ‘\73~ Q1
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The ('ummillcc is in uccuml with Um mlcnl zmd p\|rpn~c of Hm xv Bm, N0. 22,15. and
recommends its pussugc in 11>; currum tbrm

Rc>pcc\(ull) submincd

012 w
Rep. (‘hrisna M.l;, saF1}u} [‘hmrpgr<0n R¢pf"|./“la 11 |1c.‘§rm1¢¥.vi¢¢ Chair

7
Rcp.'B1asJ0n£|Ihan "B1" I. .’\\lzm. 1cmbc|' Rcp Smila .|. Bahama. Member

Rep Dnnald .»1. .»1ung11>m.. ‘mbcr

um icwcd by:

WM) *2
Ilmysc Legal (‘nuniel

/\l\achn\cms:
I Letter dated /\pn1Z4‘ Z021‘ \dn\ini>\|ulo1". Du ismn of \\»u:l\ Sun iccs. DCCA
- 1-mm Curt Progmnl submincd h) ms J\dnmu51|'uu»|'
I Vullng Record llvr [1-.\\\.|gcu1‘HH12-‘5(i!\ilx cuncnl rlnnmluml(umber18,2021

IU\Y\1Hl>i1!\U>\\4ll\\lI\\Ill\ m ‘



|>|v|s|0~ or YOIJYH smvnclis
, ' '. DEPARTMFNT OF COMMUNITY & CULTURAL AFFAIRS _'

U/,.---- M COMMONWEALTH OF 11-11: NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS ‘QM, ’_*

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR
w Flour, Buildmg 13'». P 0 m»< 501000 c K.Saxp1||.MP 06950

Aprill/1,2021

Congresswoman Christina Sablan
Chairperson
mm & Welfare Conmuitlee
22" umvu House of Rcpresentarives
Saipan‘ MP 96950

Re DCC/i»[)|v1slun Qfm/h Services’ Commenls an 111;, 2144 and 11 B zz-15

Dca! Congresswoman Sablan.

The Department ol'Communi\y E: Cultural Affans Division 0fY0ulh Serviccs
(DCC/\-DYS) hereby submits the following comments:

House Bill 2244: To establish [hr Depamenl of Cnncctions Mcntal Health Unil;
and for mher purposes.

Commcnt (=>=

1. 1: 1, recommended um the committee 1|“ sacks llle cnnuluculs/quulinus -n
the Behlvionl mum Planning Council. The Council is chaired by Mr. Tni
Donn! whose email a, l:|x.dm'.un .‘ vm:\il.¢‘m|\ .

1. w= are 100% in favor mm family visitation ma prepirlliull for rvemry.
nvs initialed the Parents Anonymous Support Group, 1|", weekly meetings
for inmates with children Chi! are nearing release. As soon R! restrictions
are eased up, uvs can resume lhese services.

1, The team is in luppnrl nflhl imenlions ufthe proposed house bill zz-14 IS
We also believe lhnt mental helllh needs mus! be addressed both during
intlrceralion -no as individual: re-enter mu iulu nu cnmmunity.
However, plen see questions.

,1?-_,m;.1.. m ....m..-1 m ..,.n»~. ...1§§,,m ..,.,,1,.. 1., 10>)

Sfwd‘

,.-<



Question (S):

1, Would mu bill include the juveniles mp: are detained .| the Dept. pr
Corrections?

z. For nvs, ar rm been - cnnnanl challenge securing clinical/psydlntherapy
services for children and parents servzd by nys, which may b: Dfcunctrny
nuting rim must psycholharnpy services with the proposed Mental Health
um may he “inpatient.” Currently, our programs coordinate with cncc
Community Gnidlnce clinics for strvincs and one (1) private prnvider an
island. We are nuw reaching pm lo Guam providers m Courdin!
psychotherapy sessions for nvs clients.

Hause Bill z2~1s. To establish 01¢ mm Care Sponsorship program wilhin the

Dcparln1:n\0fC0mm\1niIy 62 Cultural Affmrs Division cf Youth Services: and far
onhcr purposes.

Colnlnenl (1);

1. 'l‘h1-team is in support mm proposed house mu 22-1s.

z. "rm funding ~rv 2021" has already been addressed =1 in nriginally slalcd

“FY 2010" in the earlier dn um WIK senl m ovs March 1011.

3. rum um it -5 “DCCA»D\/S" arm--1 nf"DYS-DCCA."

lfyou mu have any qucslions or nccd additional Inhnnalion, 1 may also be

reached =1 6107231-1003/zasrzssz or via cmai1 am ~. \.LlY\.\H </ m \ 511111‘.

Thank you for your continued partnership with DYS‘ fmnily slmnglhening elfnns in
the CN Ml I

Respectfully.

4%%
Vivian T. Sabln
DYS Adminismnor

Cc.
vcm Secretary
ms um",/Pmgmm Supervisor:

..-.y.m.m ouwnmrmwl IWBIMIIIAIAYIBMWIK IAl1|UlW\|VHn|nuaJ4pvrr|n<l4|< m\|nvu\nvInIrI|x|»<
‘.1 .r.;3.L,.. pr IIIMQ .., 1» =-1-pm »-mp ..,y.y,.. m Nh



FOSTER CARE PROGRAM

Qubmll-l~r.¢l: \-\¢yu5¢ C0t\’\rn,on \-\e1.\'l‘r\Q\UalEtE
\;-\\,;,m swwx ,w,\mw,\<¢t~>c

» A - Om Servlceg
%\§'\\§lT>;o§>=\\/fm <l<b\iv~l Ptlis

Ava -7-W 9°74

When children are removed for protective custody, a temporary placement
is coordinated at the DYS Emergency Shelter or a family placement when
one is determined to be in the best interest of the child.

lf longer placement is needed, arrangements are made under the Foster
Care Program.

Stipend: Address basic needs of clients in foster/kinship homes

I Average 10-15 a year

I Current 8 at 34 clients
o Cost per year $163,200

I $250.00, 2015 increased to $400

I FY 2019-$90K local funding, however, was removed on the 2020
budget

I FV 2020, Awarded $59,000 VOCA Funds from CIPA

0 FY 20212, Awarded $54,000 VOCA Funds from C.lPA

Foster Care Sponsorship Bill will allow for:

I Additional support service delivery (counseling, etc.)

I Additional Stipend costs to assist in covering basic expenses for foster
children.

I Additional incentive for foster parents

I Supplies, including incidental Expenses

Current Support: Stipend, assessments, transportation, counseling, hospital
check~up and other appointments, school supplies, clothing/footwear,
medication

Challenge: Securing foster parents

£5/ P



HOUSE S'l'Af\'DlN(1(‘()§'l\IlT'l'El-I()X Ill-I.>\l,TH /\\'l) \Vl-ILFARE
H()l'SF, (IF l{EI’RESE.\'I.'\'I'l\ E3

TWENTY-SF,C()Y\'D (T_\'\Il l.I-‘.(}lSL.\Tl RIC

\'()l(‘l-1/](()l.L ('_\LL \ O l E

DATE: Oclubcr 18. ZUI)

MOTION: 10 mu J1 Stamiing Cnn\xmi\rs Ktpkiln l0rlhcp1\>>.\gc Q1‘ 1 {B 2:-1 5. ~-'| .> .-§mh|;$n
mu mm < dlk \}7UY\~‘ul\hi]7 v1<~,»;.m» undc! lhc 1)cp.|r\n\:muf(Tnnununi1yand
Cul\um] Af\ir> 1)i\ mun .»r xwm §cr\ \\IC>. mm fur olhcr purposes." in its current
mm.

MOTION OFFERED B\ Rep >i\e1i.\J B.1lmui;\

.\1()'l'lO!\ SECOND!-Il) BY: Rap Bl;\~.hm.\1)\.m I '\llu<»

(,0MMl'l"Tl*1E MF.MBERS ‘ Prcscnl I

1 \ Chairperson (‘\\n<mM \1;u'ic 1.1i.~@ 8-ahlau \ x

2 1°”. l,€1|.1H1|\::\.|Hc!nH|u< M Stufcr FXCUSEDum" erson

Representative lilus.|m\.!l\\.n\”|U' 1. \l\1|u x §

4 Representative Shcilaihclcsc.I;\ckl}a|mula X 1

5 Representative Dunuld _\1unumng \lang|ona EXCLSED

(VOl§TE) AC'l'lO.\ IAKI-I,\: L'h.\ir \|cc|:\|\:~ Um .r.c _nc\" h_|\u i1 um|\1\u muliun is curried.

f I, f'\
‘ ' \‘ /1.

\L"']’fM’ ' ‘ Duke: ‘O/‘Q I94
(‘|missaSn1»|mi. HULl.~L‘ |,.»§.~\.\1\\.~ \\\i>\_m1

Concyggihki
I 1 \

_ 1)»-1 ‘L’ M /7” I‘
R¢:§cTm§nm L. swam. chm



Tw£!\‘TY~SE€01\'n N ORTHFIRN IVIARIANAS C0.\IMO]\‘\VEALTH

LEGISLATURE

[\ THE Hl Sll OF REPRESES I -\ I l\ l-.S

Fuuu nu 19, 2021

Firs! Regular Session, Z021 H. B. 22-15

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To cslabllsh lhc FOSICI (‘arc Spnnsnrship Program under lhe

Dcpurlmcnl <»r Clvlnlullll) and (‘ulluml Affairs Dl\isi:\r\ of
Ynulh Seruces: and for other purposes.

BE IT Ef\A(‘TEl) BY THE 22“, NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMOl\'VVEAl.TI'I LEGlSLA'l'LRE:

l Section l. Findings and Purgnsc. 'lhc Legislature l'md> that the l)i\isim\

Z ul‘Yuu\h Senlces (DYS) undcr the Department ofCon\munil) and Cultural Affairs

3 loccm nu £1 proactive approach in acnvely engagmg in our cummunll) n» fulfil

4 llmlr mission I0 "pnvn10l:‘ me “ell-being of children. youths. and adults :0

5 slrcngllxcn familiu and \hc communil) as vlhole". l)YS—l)CCA prm ides numerous

6 pmgrams m our cnmmunil) ahax sens: \icums ofchild abuse or neglect and their

7 l11milics;ju\cnllc o'cndcr> and lhcn families: prc\ cminn pmgrum for \hc )nulh>

X and parcnls in \hc communil). lo“ income h0u<el\0lds; and homclc>s indhiduals

Q and fumilius.

ll) llhc Lcglslalurt further nds that l')YS—I)CCA 15 a recipiem of 2

ll Cunsoliduled Block Umnl»Suciul §cr\icc.< Block (lranl 1(‘H(i—SSllG) for Fiscal

2 Year 2021 lhal will prowcle much needed nancial usslslanc: in covering the cosls



Hot st; BILL 22-15

l utmost otthe sen iccs prm ided to the community IIo\\e\ er_ similnrl) to all grants.

2 the expcncliturt: of tuntls through the (‘B(i-SSBG st:r\cs (ls a supplentcntul funding

3 source that is restrictcd and iltsullicient to cover nll costs rc-lati\c to the direct nccds

4 of our C0mmunit}_ most importantly for tho children nntlcr the direct care and

5 super\isit»n tvl‘l')\'S—l)CCA.

6 '1 hc Lcgislnturc nds that the l)YS-DCC¢\'s Child Prt\tecti\ e Scrxiccs

7 revs) unit currcntl) operates tin a 24 7 response system for all children undcr their

8 dirc-ct care or supcnision or rcportcd cases that mu) urisc. l'hc ('h|ltl Protective

9 Services is legallt mandated to protect children who have hccn abused. neglected.

10 or who may he at risk ofabusc or ncglcet. Through its mandate. the Child Prt>tecti\ e

l l Sen ices respttnds and inten enes to rcporttrtl cases olintaltreatmcnt ofa child of 17

12 yzars of age or younger. prm iding multiple uccontmodatioiis to ]Jl‘0lt:Cl the

13 cinutionatl. mental. and ph)sical devclopnicnt <\|' at child. Additionally. the Child

14 Protectixc Services unit also prmidcs dircct supervision in the plnccmcnt ofu child

15 under their Foster (‘are Progrctin which prm ides lbr a longrterm care fur children

16 that cannot reside \\l(l1‘l\Cll' lumilics llvr a pcriud oftime. Lligiblc kinship or tlister

I7 parents are carefully scrccncd and regularly monitored to ensurc that a child ptmtt

18 tn thcir mm is at no risl. for multrcutmcnt.

l9 Ailfllllltilll). the Legislature nds that the resources 01' the Foster Cnrc

Z0 Program under the (‘l’S—D\r'S4DCC.-\ arc scarce and tunds arc continuously needed

Z1 to help our children and youths through foster care. Although l_)YS‘s ultimate goal

_1_
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1 is for lamll} rcunlllcal|ur\. lhe currem program Cuntinues m e.\peri€nCc longer

2 placements in mm or Llmhip hOmc.< duc m mnluplc ltlors prcwnllng Quch

3 rcunncallun in mun) cusc>_ ‘I hcrelhre. the pnrposc ullhis Act is lo establish the

4 Foster Care S|JO|\S0f:l\lp Program In prmidc addlliunal wcual and ulhcr scr\'ice~‘.

5 nancial suppurl and suppllei m the childrcn under the direct carc and Supcnision

6 of the Diusion of Yuulh Scr»1ce< under the Dcpar\n1cn\ uf L‘ununur\il} and

7 Cultural /\|'lL\lr.~.

8 Section 2. Enactmenl. Subject to cudicaliun b) the (‘\Ml Law kc\ islun

9 Cmnmission. lhc following l> hereh} enacled lo read a> l'ollu\»\s:

I0 “Article XX. Foster Care Spnnsorship Program.

ll §1lIl. Title. ll1i> urllcle may he cued as the "Cmnn\un\>~ealll\ Foslcr

12 (‘are Sp0l\S0rSl1lp Pmgram“.

13 §1u2. Faster Cm Spumnrship Program.

14 (a)Tl1creis established a Fosxcr Cars Sponsunhip Program (l-TSP)

15 lo >cr\c as an amended prngrum ohhe Child Prutccliwe Services and shall

16 be munagcd under the Admlnlslrator 0f ll1C Dhision of Youlh Seniccs

I7 under me L)cpur\mcnl ul‘('un1|nunn; and (‘ulmral Allalrs

18 (h) lhc l'os\cr Can: Spivnsnrship Program ma) “M »\i\h

10 CUm\Ul\ll}—bL\$U(l priualc lwnprulll or ll1r~pm|ll agcncin». public agencies.

20 and inl::rc>l:‘(l cimcn groups m me csmblishmcnl olcnnamuniq lus\cr cure

21 pn»_uru|ns_ bcnellls and sen ices.

_j,_
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l §ll)3. Purpose. The Depuriniem in courdiiiuliuii \\ilh the DYS

Z Adininistralor. shzxlll under Ilii losrcr (‘arc Sponsorship Program (l-'L'Sl’)

3 |1m\ ld all Cl1llClFEX\ \\h0 an: 17 ycars Ofgt or }0unger and imam um direct

4 cam and supcnision of ihc DCCA~DYS fhild l‘miccii\e Szr\'i<;c> with

5 addiunnal <ncial and other scniccs. nancial suppurl and supplies

6 ncccsmq for the care and viclfarc ofihu children.

7 § 104. s¢m¢¢<; Requirements. '1 he fosicr car: SCHICES made

8 a\ailable through the Commonvcalth Foster Care Sponsunhip Program

9 >hz\|l:

10 (al in addition lo meaning ba<ic nCCdS uiiihc children. uilcr ucccss £0

I I aiailahle sen ices than address educaiional bcncis and uainiiig. sccial and

I2 cmmirmal difcullics. mcdicul issncs. dcwlupmcnml delays. learning

13 problems. ps)ch0l0gical and psychiatric iSS\.\CS. and hehavinral challenges.

I4 (h) he SCnSiIl\C[Oll1C imiquu nccds. >lrcnglhs. and culzural values oi‘

I5 u ilmer child and fnsler family.

I6 ic) be driven h) cnmmuniiy slrcngihs. nccd>. and rc>uurc¢.<

l7 id) uccepi and u<e a \al’i:!l) ni‘ funds and rcsnur<;c>. including but

l8 nm limited to. legislamc appmpriaiinn. DCCA {unding_ fcdcral grunlsl

19 CNMI granis, communii) dmmliolis. priullc and volunteer resnurccs_ in‘

20 kind. cummnnii) in\cs\mcn\s_ and nlhcrs H) providc bu<|c necessilics and

21 additional social and other >er\'ice>_ nancial support and supplies

_4_
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l ncccssar) foul-16 cart and welfare nfthe fuslcr uh1|1|rc11.

2 §l05. Rules and Regulations. "I he I)cpanmc1\l in cnordinlinn v\11h

3 1hc DYS Ad1ninis\ramr shall pmmlllgalt rules and rcgulminns 1111» the Fnsler

4 Care Spnnsurshlp Vmgranu (1 cs?) 10 augment 111¢ services prmidcd under

5 lhc Child l’mlcc\1vc Sen ices, lhe Depnrlmcnl or Di\ i>iun >h2\|lnn1recei1e

<1 1111) mnvnculr) donann until adplinn and publication ohc FCSP rules and

7 rCgul11li0n>.

S §l06. Reporting Requirement. The Secremq uhc Depanment of

9 Communil) and Culmral Atlhirs in Civllilburallmx with lhc Ad1ni11is1ra111\r u|'

I0 \hc Di\'i>iun 01' Yuulh Services. shall report on the progrcs> oflhe Foster

11 Cart Spnnsnrshlp Program <1-csm 111121 1|-111111111 basis 10 1111» gmernur .1111:

12 the pre51ding ofcers of the legislature. Rcpan $111111 include all monetary

I3 dnnauons received h) pri\u1e ind1\id111\ls11nd urg11ni¢1ninn.~ 1\1lh u de1a|Ied

14 r\3\’\'€l!l\B 01‘ !he EXPEHSES maCl¢ to care for a child under lhc FCSI’ for

15 uducalionul malcrials or par11c1pal11m_ nutritional. hygmnic. clmhing.

lb bcdding. medical. da\—!1>—da) needs. additional socml and 0\hc1' seniccs.

17 nancial >upp1>1'1and supplics. Fur c0n|ldcn\1:1|1\y purpuscs. lhc rcpon >ha|l

13 nul includc1|1cname oflhe ir1di\idual child,"

19 Section 3. Q ' ~ ' ' 1 Han)‘ pm\i<i1\11s1>1‘1his Act or lhc 11pp1icali11n 1»!Sc-\cr.;h1|m

20 an) such prm i<ion 11> any pcrmn 111 clrcumslancc 511011111 11¢ held invalid 1»; a cnun

21 <11‘ competent _]uri<d|clio11_ 111: rcn12:i1\dcr 11111111 Au 111 111: applicatinn <11 115

_5_
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I prmisiorls to persons or circurmranccs orhcr lhan those lo xahich il is held imalrd

2 shall I'M)! be abcled thereby

3 Section 4. Savings Clause. 'lhis Acl and any rcpcalcr cunlaincd hcrcin

4 shall “M be Cnrllrlld alcling an) c\{i>li|‘lg right Cq\.lir€C| nndcr cnlraitl Ur

5 acquired under qawres repealed (vr undcr an) rule. regulation. or order lldopltd

0 under rho slatulcs. Rcpcalers Cunlzllned in lhl> /\cl shull nor alleul any pmcccding

7 imlilulcd under or pursucmr w pnor la“. Ihe cnl.\r:!mr:nl uflhc Act shall rml ha\c

s mu c1:r:\ol'lcm1inaling. or in any W3) n10dil}i|rg_ lm) 1iubi1ily.ci\il U1’ Cr|minz\|_

9 \\hlch shall ahead) be in cxislcncc <\n lhc dale lhis Act becomes cffcc\i\ c.

Prclcd" 2 4 2021

10 Section 5. Eecrive Date. This Acl >h-all zakc cflbcl upon its appmwrl by

ll the (;menwr_ or ils hccunring law nilhul such appmval.

Dale: 2,4 2021 Introduced by l'>' Rep Jnseph Lccgan T. Guerrero

Rc\ ic\\cd for Legal Sllflicicnc)

s Jnhn 1 . Cuul
1'10-15¢ Legal Counsel

.5.

’s Rep ~\r\Yc]/\.Dcmlipl1n


