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NORTHERN MARIANA 

REGULAR SESSION, 

\ 
ISLANDS COMMONWEALTH' LEGISLATURE 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 

Establishing the organization of the Executive Branch of the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands; requiring the appointment of officials 
of the Executive Branch with the advice and consent of the Senate of the 
Northern Mariana Islands Commonwealth Legislature; and for other purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS LEGISLATURE: 

Section-l. Short Title. This act shall be known and may be cited 

as the Executive Branch Organization Act of 1978. 

Section 2 .  Office of Governor. 

(a) There is established the office of governor of the Northern 

Kariana Islands that shall consist of the immediate office of the governor 

and the executive office of the governor. The lieutenant governor, the 

executive assistant for Carolinian affairs, and the governor's council 

shall be within the office of the governor. 

(b) The immediate office of the governor shall consist of the 

governor, a private secretary, and an assistant to the governor. The 

governor shall appoint the private secretary and assistant. 

(c) The executive office of the governor shall consist of the 

following: 

(1) An office of the chief administrative officer, to be 

headed by a chief administrative officer appointed by the governor with 

the advice and consent of the senate; a deputy chief administrative 

officer appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the 

Senate who shall have such duties and responsibilities as may be assigned 

to him by the chief administrative officer and, in addition, shall 

facilitate the delivery of government services on Rota, Tinian and the 

islands north of Saipan; and such other specialists and assistants who 

may be authorized pursuant to budgetary appropriations and who shall be 

within the civil service. There is established within the office of the 

chief administrative officer a training unit to be headed by a training 

officer who shall be appointed by the governor upon recommendation of 
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t h e  c h i e f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r .  The t r a i n i n g  o f f i c e r  and o t h e r  

personnel  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g  u n i t  s h a l l  be wi th in  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e ;  

(2) A planning-budgeting o f f i c e ,  t o  be headed by a 

planning-budget ing o f f i c e r  who may have such o t h e r  t i t l e  a s  may be 

s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  governor, who s h a l l  be appointed by t h e  governor with 

t h e  advice and consent  of  the.  s ena te  and such o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  and 

a s s i s t a n t s  a s  may be author ized  pursuant  t o  budgetary appropr i a t ions  and 

who s h a l l  be wi th in  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  A p r i n c i p a l  p lanner ,  budget 

o f f i c e r ,  and f e d e r a l  program coordina tor  s h a l l  be appointed t o  head u n i t s  

w i th in  t h e  planning-budget ing o f f i c e  by t h e  governor upon recommendation 

o f  t h e  planning-budget ing o f f i c e r  and who s h a l l  be wi th in  t h e  c i v i l  

s e r v i c e  ; 

(3) An o f f i c e  o f  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  governor f o r  program 

and l e g i s l a t i v e  review t o  be  appointed by t h e  governor wi th  t h e  advice 

and consent o f  t h e  senate ;  and, 

(4) A pub l i c  information and pro tocol  o f f i c e  t o  be 

comprised o f  a s i n g l e  ind iv idua l  who s h a l l  be appointed by t h e  governor 

with t h e  advice  and consent o f  t h e  Senate.  

(d) The governor s h a l l  r e c e i v e  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t o r s  and conduct 

o f f i c i a l  ceremonies o f  t h e  commonwealth and he may d e l e g a t e  such d u t i e s  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor and t o  e l e c t e d  o r  

appointed o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  commonwealth. 

Sec t ion  3. Of f i ce  o f  Attorney General.  

(a )  There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l ,  which 

s h a l l  be an execut ive  branch department.  No person s h a l l  be appointed a s  

a t to rney  genera l  un le s s  t h e  person has :  . 
(1) Been graduated from an acc red i t ed  law school i n  t h e  

United S t a t e s  and who a t  t h e  time of  appointment has been admitted t o  

p r a c t i c e  be fo re  t h e  ba r  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands ,  o r  t h e  b a r  of a 

s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y  o r  possession o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  and who i s  e l i g i b l e  

f o r  admission t o  t h e  ba r  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands  o r  t h e  b a r  o f  



HOUSE BILL NO. I-/& 
- - - - 

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; 

(2) Practiced for a minimum of five years as a trial 

attorney or for a minimum of two years as a judge of a court of record 

which has jurisdiction comparable to the civil or the criminal jurisdiction 

of the commonwealth trial court or who has a combination of legal practice, 

legal or related research, court administration, or law school teaching 

for a total of at least ten years; and, 

(3) Not been convicted of a felony in the commonwealth or 

in any area under the jurisdiction of the United States. 

Assistant attorneys general and other staff of the office of 

attorney general shall be appointed within the civil service and within 

budgetary appropriations. No person shall be appointed as an assistant 

attorney general who has not been graduated from an accredited law school 

and is admitted to practice or, at the time of his appointment is eligible 

to be admitted to practice, before the bar of the Northern Mariana Islands 

or of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. An assistant attorney 

general at the discretion of the attorney general may perform any duty 

and responsibility vested in the attorney general. 

(b) In addition to his constitutional duties and responsibilities, 

the attorney general shall maintain the seal of the commonwealth and 

authenticate official actions and documents of the commonwealth, register 

business, educational, and not-for-profit corporations, appoint or certify 

the appointment of notaries public, issue notarial certificates, perform 

the functions of immigration, emigration and naturalization, handle any 

matter pertaining to alien property, be re~ponsible for the publication of 

laws and compilation of the code of the commonwealth and compilations of 

rules, regulations and executive orders of the governor and of agencies of 

the commonwealth. 

(c) The attorney general shall review and approve as to the 

form and legal capacity all proposed contracts, bonds, or other evidence 

of contractual obligation of the commonwealth, its branches, departments, 



agencies  and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  p u b l i c  co rpora t ions .  

(d) The a t to rney  genera l  s h a l l  a c t  a s  a  counsel t o  a l l  

branches,  departments and agencies  o f  t h e  commonwealth inc luding  p u b l i c  

co rpora t ions  o t h e r  than t h e  Marianas Pub l i c  Land Corporat ion and t h e  

Marianas Publ ic  Land Trus t ;  t h e  a t t o r n e y  genera l  may a c t  a s  counsel t o  

t h e  Corporat ion o r  Trus t  a t  t h e i r  r eques t .  I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  

subsec t ion  t h a t  t h e r e  be a  s i n g l e  l e g a l  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  commonwealth and 

t h a t  t h e  employemnt o f  s e p a r a t e  l e g a l  s t a f f  o f  agencies ,  i nc lud ing  pub l i c  

co rpora t ions ,  be disal lowed except  i n  unusual circumstances.  With the  

consent  of  t h e  a t t o r n e y  genera l  and wi th in  budgetary appropr i a t ions ,  

a  branch, department,  agency o r  p u b l i c  corpora t ion  o f  t h e  commonwealth 

may employ o r  r e t a i n  s p e c i a l  l e g a l  counsel f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  ma t t e r s .  

(e) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  t h e  a t t o r n e y  general  

a n  o f f i c e  of immigration and n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  t o  be headed by a  d i r e c t o r  of 

immigration and n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  appointed by t h e  governor on t h e  nomination 

o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  gene ra l .  

( f )  Unless otherwise provided by law, t h e  a t to rney  genera l  

s h a l l  be r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  o f  any code o f  conduct o r  

e t h i c s  t h a t  may be enacted i n t o  law p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  

execu t ive  branches of  t h e  commonwealth. The a t t o r n e y  genera l  s h a l l  a s s ign  

an a t t o r n e y  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  a s  commonwealth e t h i c s  o f f i c e r  who s h a l l  a s s i s t  

any board o f  e t h i c s  t h a t  may be e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Sec t ion  4 .  Pub l i c  Defender. There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th in  t h e  

execu t ive  branch t h e  o f f i c e  o f  p u b l i c  defender  t o  be headed by t h e  pub l i c  

defender  appointed by t h e  governor wi th  t h e  advice and consent o f  t h e  

s e n a t e .  No person s h a l l  be appointed t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  defender  

who does no t  meet t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of  an a t t o r n e y  genera l  pursuant  t o  

s e c t i o n  3 o f  t h i s  a c t .  

Sec t ion  5. Board o f  Paro le .  

(a) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  board o f  pa ro le  t o  c o n s i s t  of  

t h r e e  members who s h a l l  s e r v e  terms o f  s i x  yea r s  t o  be appointed by t h e  



governor with t h e  advice and consent o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  Of t h e  members f i r s t  

appointed one s h a l l  be f o r  a  term of two yea r s ,  one s h a l l  be f o r  a  term 

of  fou r  y e a r s ,  and one s h a l l  be f o r  a  term of  s i x  yea r s .  A t  l e a s t  one 

of  t h e  members o f  t h e  board s h a l l  be an a t t o r n e y  admit ted t o  p r a c t i c e  

be fo re  t h e  b a r  o f  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands  o r  t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  of  

t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l ands .  

(b) Members o f  t h e  board o f  p a r o l e  s h a l l  no t  be  pa id  f o r  t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s  on t h e  board but s h a l l  be reimbursed f o r  a c t u a l  and necessary 

expenses i n  connection with t h e i r  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  on t h e  

board wi th in  budgetary appropr i a t ions .  

(c)  The board of  p a r o l e  s h a l l  be loca ted  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  

a t t o r n e y  gene ra l .  The a t t o r n e y  general  s h a l l  provide c l e r i c a l  and o t h e r  

support  t o  t h e  board of  p a r o l e  and make a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  on a p p l i c a t i o n s  

t h a t  come be fo re  t h e  board. The department oe emergency s e r v i c e s  and 

o t h e r  departments and agencies  s h a l l  cooperate  with t h e  board o f  pa ro le  

i n  provid ing  a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  t o  enable  t h e  board t o  make sound judgments 

i n  determining a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p a r o l e .  

(d) In add i t ion  t o  i t s  o t h e r  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  

board of  p a r o l e  s h a l l  r ece ive  and may approve a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p a r o l e  by 

persons who have been convicted o f  crimes i n  t h e  commonwealth. Paro le  

s h a l l  be granted  i n  a  manner c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  p rov i s ions  o f  law on 

sentencing .  Members of  t h e  board o f  p a r o l e  s h a l l  supe rv i se  o r  au thor i ze  

supe rv i s ion  o f  persons who a r e  on pa ro le .  The board of  p a r o l e  may revoke 

t h e  g ran t ing  o f  p a r o l e  when i n  i t s  judgment t h e  cond i t ions  o f  p a r o l e  

have been v i o l a t e d .  

Sec t ion  6 .  C i v i l  Se rv ice  Commission; Personnel Off ice .  

(a)  There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commission t o  

c o n s i s t  o f  t h r e e  members t o  be appointed by t h e  governor with t h e  advice 

and consent  o f  t h e  sena te  f o r  s i x - y e a r  terms. Of t h e  members f i r s t  

appointed,  one s h a l l  be f o r  two y e a r s ,  one s h a l l  be f o r  f o u r  yea r s ,  and 

one s h a l l  be f o r  s i x  yea r s .  No member of t h e  commission s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  
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more than the total of two full terms or one full term plus any term that 

is less than a full term. No member shall be appointed or serve as a 

member of the civil service commission who is actively involved as an 

officer of a political party or who within a period of one year prior to 

his or her appointment has been an elected official of the commonwealth 

or a person serving under appointment of the governor. 

(b) There is established within the civil service commission a 

personnel office to implement the personnel plans and policies of the 

commission and to conduct day-by-day commonwealth personnel management 

functions, including classification and recruitment, appointment, promotion 

and discipline, payroll administration, other than payroll matters 

handled by the department of financial administration, labor relations 

and related functions. The personnel office may perform personnel 

training functions at the request of the chief administrative officer. 

(c) The civil service commission shall prepare a comprehensive 

personnel management plan for the commonwealth and submit copies of such 

plan, including proposed personnel policies, to be governor and legisla- 

ture. The plan and proposed policies shall include consideration of a 

career management service of technical, professional, management, 

administrative and supervisory personnel to meet the managerial needs 

of the commonwealth. The commission shall establish a system of appoint- 

ment and promotion for persons within the civil service based on merit 

and fitness demonstrated by examination or by other evidence of competence 

and shall establish systems of written or oral examination or evidence 

of competence. 

(d) The personnel office shall be headed by a personnel officer 

appointed by the civil service commission. The personnel officer shall 

serve as secretary of the civil service commission. No person shall be 

appointed personnel officer who does not have professional qualifications 

for that position in personnel administration and management. The 

commission shall establish and publish the professional qualifications 



f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  personnel o f f i c e r  and e i t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  i t s e l f  a  

s ea rch  committee o r  appoint  a  search  committee t o  l o c a t e  s u i t a b l e  candida tes .  

(e) The c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commission s h a l l  be t h e  personnel board 

o f  t h e  commonwealth f o r  t h e  purpose o f  hea r ing  and determining any appeals  

from any dec i s ion  made by t h e  personnel  o f f i c e  with r e s p e c t  t o  a  mat te r  

w i t h i n  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commission. 

( f )  The c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commission, consonant wi th  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

and provis ions  o f  law, s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  f u l l  employment oppor tuni ty  programs 

wi th in  t h e  commonwealth and adopt p o l i c i e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  wi th  r e s p e c t  

t o  t h e  admin i s t r a t ion  o f  such programs. The commission i n  i t s  annual 

r e p o r t  s h a l l  conta in  a  summary o f  equal  oppor tuni ty  employment a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  t h e  pub l i c  s e r v i c e  of  t h e  commonwealth and make recommendations f o r  

improvement o r  any l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  may be needed f o r  t h e  governor and 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Sec t ion  7 .  Board of  Profess ional  Licensing.  

(a) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  board o f  p ro fes s iona l  l i c e n s i n g  t o  

be composed o f  s i x  members, i nc lud ing  t h e  super in tendent  of  educat ion 

,ex  - o f f i c i o ,  d i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c  works - ex o f f i c i o ,  and personnel  o f f i c e r  

ex  o f f i c i o ,  and t h r e e  c i t i z e n  members t o  be  appointed by t h e  governor w i t h  - 

t h e  advice and consent of  t h e  sena te  f o r  s ix -yea r  terms. Of t h e  t h r e e  

c i t i z e n  members f i r s t  appointed one s h a l l  be appointed f o r  a  two-year 

term, one f o r  a  four-year  term, and one f o r  a  s ix-year  term. No member 

o f  t h e  board s h a l l  r ece ive  any s a l a r y  f o r  s e r v i c e  on t h e  board but  s h a l l  

be reimbursed f o r  a c t u a l  and necessary  expenses i n  connect ion wi th  s e r v i c e  

on t h e  board wi th in  budgetary appropr i a t ions .  

(b) The board o f  p ro fes s iona l  l i c e n s i n g  s h a l l  be  loca ted  i n  

t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  commission. The personnel  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  s e r v e  a s  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  board and adminis te r  any t e s t i n g  o r  c reden tua l i z ing  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  board. The personnel  o f f i c e r  s h a l l  a s s ign  s t a f f  t o  

t h e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  board wi th in  budgetary appropr i a t ions .  

(c) The board s h a l l  l i c e n s e  o r  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  c r e d e n t i a l s  



of persons who seek to practice in the following professions or trades: 

architects, engineers, surveyors, land surveyors, plumbers, electricians, 

carpenters, ship's officers, barbers and beauticians, and such other 

professions and trades as may be within the jurisdiction of the board of 

professional licensing pursuant to law. It shall not have jurisdiction 

over the admission to the bar or the disciplining of attorneys, the 

licensing or certification of teachers, or the licensing, certification 

or credentializing of persons in the healing arts. 

(d) The board shall determine those professional or trade 

organizations whose credentialing certifications it will accept as the 

basis for approving applications to practice a profession or trade 

within the jurisdiction of the board. The board may accept the license 

or certification issued by an agency of the United States government or a 

state or political subdivision of a state or of a territory or profession 

of the United States. The board may require that an applicant successfully 

complete a written examination, an oral examination, a medical examination, 

or provide evidence of competence which the board itself administers. 

,The board may require that an applicant take an examination administered 

by an appropriate professional organization. The board may contract for 

the purchase or other acquisition, use, scoring, and validation of 

professional tests. 

(e) The board shall issue regulations establishing the 

criteria and standards for licensing or authorization to practice a 

profession or trade within the jurisdiction of the board. 

Section 8. Public Auditor. 

(a) There is established as an independent agency the office 

of public audit to be headed by the public auditor. No person shall be 

appointed as public auditor who is not a certified public accountant 

with at least three years of experience in governmental accounting or 

finance. The public auditor shall be appointed for a term of six years 

and no person shall serve as public auditor for more than two consecutive 
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f u l l  s ix -yea r  terms o r  t h e  balance of  an unexpired term p l u s  two f u l l  

s ix -yea r  terms . 

(b) There s h a l l  be  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  pub l i c  a u d i t  a  deputy 

pub l i c  a u d i t o r  t o  be appointed i n  t h e  same manner a s  t h e  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  

and have t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  pub l i c  a u d i t o r  and who s h a l l  have such 

d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  may be assigned by t h e  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r .  

(c )  The p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  review t h e  system o f  accounts  

proposed t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  department o f  f i n a n c i a l  admin i s t r a t ion  

o r  by o r  f o r  any o t h e r  branch, department,  agency o r  instrument  o f  t h e  

commonwealth inc luding  p u b l i c  co rpora t ions .  

(d) The a u d i t  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  pub l i c  a u d i t o r  

s h a l l  extend t o  persons o r  co rpora t ions  having c o n t r a c t s  with t h e  common- 

wealth with r e spec t  t o  t h e  books and accounts a r i s i n g  from such c o n t r a c t s .  

In t h e  event  t h a t  a  c o n t r a c t o r  f a i l s  t o  make h i s  books o r  accounts  

r e s p e c t i n g  any government c o n t r a c t  with t h e  commonwealth a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  o r  t o  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s h a l l  be cance l l ed  

immediately by t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e  commonwealth o r  by t h e  

a t to rney  genera l .  No c o n t r a c t  s h a l l  be executed on behal f  o f  t h e  common- 

wealth un le s s  i t  conta ins  p rov i s ion  acceptable  t o  t h e  a t to rney  general  

and t h e  pub l i c  a u d i t o r  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  a u d i t  o f  t h e  books and accounts  of 

t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  by t h e  p u b l i c  a u d i t o r  with r e spec t  t o  t h e  government 

c o n t r a c t .  

(e)  In a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  o t h e r  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  

pub l i c  a u d i t o r  s h a l l  p repa re  annual ly  and a t  such o t h e r  t imes a s  he may 

determine a  r e p o r t  o r  r e p o r t s  on t h e  cash and f i n a n c i a l  accounts  o f  t h e  

commonwealth, inc luding  pension,  t r u s t  funds, o b l i g a t i o n s ,  outs tanding  

indebtedness,  s p e c i a l  f e d e r a l  accounts t h a t  a r e  requi red  t o  be maintained,  

and t h e  investment o f  i d l e  cash .  In such r e p o r t  o r  r e p o r t s  t h e  pub l i c  

a u d i t o r  may make recommendations of  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  o r  admin i s t r a t ive  

na tu re .  

Sec t ion  9 .  Department o f  Community A f f a i r s .  
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(a )  There is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execut ive  branch department 

t h e  department o f  community a f f a i r s  t o  be headed by a  d i r e c t o r  o f  community 

a f f a i r s  appointed by t h e  governor, with t h e  advice and consent o f  t h e  

s e n a t e  . 

(b) The department o f  community a f f a i r s  s h a l l  be  r e spons ib le  

f o r  commonwealth func t ions  and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a reas  o f  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  

consumer p ro tec t ion ,  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  r e t a i l  es tab l i shments  not  otherwise 

wi th in  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  department o f  economic development, 

broadcas t ing ,  and a l c o h o l i c  beverage c o n t r o l .  Unless o therwise  s p e c i f i e d ,  

by t h i s  a c t  o r  o t h e r  law t h e  department s h a l l  be r e spons ib le  f o r  common- 

weal th programs and a c t i v i t i e s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  improvement o f  l o c a l  

communities and v i l l a g e s ,  community development and community a c t i o n  

programs, s e rv ices  t o  programs f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  young people and a d u l t s ,  and 

t h e  e l d e r l y ,  l o c a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and l i c e n s i n g  formerly exerc ised  by t h e  

c h a r t e r e d  mun ic ipa l i t i e s  on Saipan,  Rota and Tin ian ,  r e g u l a t i o n  and 

l i c e n s i n g  o f  dogs, c a t s  and o t h e r  household p e t s ,  wel fare  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  

t h e  disadvantaged, l o c a l  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  programs n o t  o therwise  provided 

,by any o t h e r  department, l i c e n s i n g  o f  r e s t a u r a n t s  and o t h e r  e a t i n g  

es tab l i shments ,  l i c e n s i n g  o f  p r i v a t e l y  owned o r  operated p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  

o r  s p o r t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing  cock p i t s ,  motion p i c t u r e  houses, ba r s  

and n ightc lubs ,  i ssuance  and r egu la t ion  of  permits  r e l a t e d  t o  f i s h w e i r ,  

r e g u l a t i o n  and l i c e n s i n g  of  t ax icabs  and o t h e r  f o r - h i r e  o r ~ n t a l  motor 

v e h i c l e  bus inesses ,  and any au thor i zed  consumer p r o t e c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  not  

w i th in  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  any o t h e r  department o r  agency. 

Sec t ion  10. Department o f  Economic Development. 

(a )  There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execut ive  branch department t h e  

department of  economic development t o  be  headed by a  d i r e c t o r  o f  economic 

development appointed by t h e  governor with t h e  advice and consent o f  t h e  

sena te .  

(b) The department o f  economic development s h a l l  be r e spons ib le  

f o r  t h e  s t imu la t ion  and encouragement o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  economy o f  t h e  
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commonwealth and s h a l l  conduct s t u d i e s  and promotional a c t i v i t i e s ,  no t  

o therwise  ves t ed  i n  any o t h e r  department ,  agency o r  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  

t h e  commonwealth, t o  achieve such o b j e c t i v e s .  The department s h a l l  be 

r e spons ib l e  f o r  admin i s t r a t i on  o f  p rov i s ions  o f  law a f f e c t i n g  fo re ign  

l abo r ;  broadening o f  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  commonwealth; growth 

o f  commercial f i s h i n g  and maritime indus t ry ;  and l i c e n s i n g  of  bus iness  

cons t ruc t ion  and bus inesses  t h a t  a r e  n o t  o therwise  r e g u l a t e d  o r  l i censed  

by any o t h e r  department o r  agency o f  t h e  commonwealth. The department 

s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  encouragement of  harmonious l abo r  r e l a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r ,  o t h e r  than  ma t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  employees o f  t h e  

commonwealth . 

(c) The department s h a l l  have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  formerly 

ves ted  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  investment board. Unless o therwise  provided by 

law, t h e  o rgan iza t ion  o f  t h e  Marianas V i s i t o r s  Bureau pursuant  t o  t h e  

Mariana I s l ands  V i s i t o r s  Bureau Act o f  1976 (Mariana I s l ands  D i s t r i c t  

L e g i s l a t i v e  Act,  November 21, 1976) s h a l l  be loca t ed  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  

w i th in  t h e  department o f  economic development. Unless o therwise  provided 

(bylaw, t h e  department o f  economic development s h a l l  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  

development and promulgation o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  maritime 

indus t ry .  

Sec t ion  11. Board and Department o f  Education. 

(a) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Northern Marianas board o f  educat ion 

t o  c o n s i s t  o f  f i v e  members. O f  t h e  members f i r s t  appoin ted ,  two s h a l l  

s e r v e  f o r  a  term o f  one yea r ,  one s h a l l  s e rve  f o r  a  term o f  twoyears,  one 

s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  a  term o f  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  and one s h a l l  s e r v e  f o r  a  term o f  

fou r  yea r s .  Vacancies s h a l l  be f i l l e d  f o r  t h e  ba lance  o f  t h e  unexpired 

term. O f  t h e  f i v e  members a t  l e a s t  one s h a l l  be a  r e s i d e n t  o f  Tin ian ,  

one a  r e s i d e n t  o f  Rota, and two s h a l l  be r e s i d e n t s  o f  Saipan.  No person 

s h a l l  be appointed a s  a  member o f  t h e  board who i s  n o t  a  q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r  

i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands  o r  who is  an e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l .  A t  l e a s t  

two members o f  t h e  board s h a l l  be pa ren t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  



HOUSE B I L L  No. /- /6 

p u b l i c  schools .  A chairman and a vice-chairman s h a l l  be chosen from 

among t h e  members o f  t h e  board o f  educat ion t o  se rve  f o r  two-year terms. 

(b) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execut ive  branch t h e  department 

o f  educat ion t o  be r e spons ib le  f o r  p u b l i c  elementary, secondary and h igher  

educat ion i n  t h e  commonwealth; t h e  awarding and o rgan iza t ion  o f  a l l  

p u b l i c l y  funded scho la r sh ips  and r e l a t e d  a i d  programs i n  educat ion and 

h igher  education; p rov i s ion  of  a d u l t  educat ional  and s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  

educat ion and t r a i n i n g .  The department s h a l l  adminis te r  p rov i s ions  o f  

law re spec t ing  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e l y  provided educat ion i n  t h e  common- 

weal th;  and i t  s h a l l  review and approve a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  i nco rpora t ion  

o r  establ ishment  o f  educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  commonwealth. 

(c) The department of  educat ion s h a l l  be r e spons ib le  f o r  

p rov i s ion  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s  and museums t h a t  may be  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  t h e  commonwealth and i t  may adminis te r  funds from p r i v a t e  foundat ions,  

ph i l an th rop ic  o r  o t h e r  sources  with r e s p e c t  t o  l i b r a r i e s ,  museums and 

c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  Unless otherwise provided by law 

o r  by any a r t i c l e  o f - i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  a  p u b l i c  e n t i t y  wi th in  t h e  j u r i s -  

d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  department o f  educat ion pursuant  t o  t h i s  subsec t ion ,  t h e  

governing po l i cy  board f o r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and museums i s  t h e  Northern 

Marianas board of  educat ion.  Except a s  otherwise provided by law, t h e  

department of educat ion s h a l l  be r e spons ib le  f o r  a d u l t  b a s i c  educat ion ,  

s t anda rds  of  at tendance and enforcement of  laws p e r t a i n i n g  t o  compulsory 

a t tendance ,  b i l i n g u a l  educat ion ,  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  program, in spec t ion  

and compliance a c t i v i t i e s  r e spec t ing  non-public educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

s p e c i a l  on-the-job t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i nc lud ing  those  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  

youth employment a s  an educat ional  a c t i v i t y ,  o rgan iza t ion  and s e r v i c i n g  

o f  a  commonwealth r e sea rch  and r e fe rence  l i b r a r y  inc luding  s p e c i a l  

c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  and l e g i s l a t u r e ,  ove r s igh t  o f  

educat ional  programs funded i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  through t h e  deparrment 

o f  educat ion a t  overseas l o c a t i o n s ,  academic, commercial, voca t iona l  

and s p e c i a l  s k i l l s  educat ion  and t r a i n i n g ,  and spec ia l  seminars and 
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programs of cultural interest to the community at large. 

(d) The board of education shall establish and promulgate 

professional qualifications for the position of superintendent of education 

and shall constitute itself or appoint a search committee to locate 

candidates for the position of superintendent of education. The board 

shall not appoint a person or enter into an appointment contract with a 

person or superintendent of education for a period of more than three 

years but such term may be renewed for like periods. The board shall 

not remove the superintendent prior to the expiration of his or her term 

except for cause and after notice of the charges against the superintendent 

and an opportunity is presented to the superintendent to be heard in his 

or her own defense. The salary of the superintendent of education shall 

be not less than the salary established for directors of executive branch 

departments. 

(e) In the exercise of the duties and responsibilities of the 

board of education to formulate policy over the public school system, 

the board shall adopt written policies in a manner consistent with the 

administrative procedures act. Any member of the board of education or 

any committee of the board itself may inspect any public school facility 

at any time and shall receive the full cooperation in doing so from the 

superintendent of education and all employees of the department of 

education, but shall take no remedial action. The board from time to 

time may advise the superintendent of education of any deficiency in the 

public school system relating to physical facilities, quality of 

instructions, conduct of teachers and students, or any other matter, but 

it shall not take any direct remedial action on its own other than changes 

in policy. The board shall issue an annual report on the state of 

education in the commonwealth. 

(f) Unless otherwise provided by law the licensing or 

certification of teachers and any teacher's aides as educational 

specialists in the Northern Mariana Islands shall be the responsibility 
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o f  t h e  board o f  educa t ion  adminis te red  through t h e  supe r in t enden t  o f  

educa t ion .  

(g) No diploma, c e r t i f i c a t e ,  o r  degree  s h a l l  be  gran ted  by an 

educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o t h e r  t han  t h e  department o f  educa t ion  un l e s s  

t h e  program and t h e  awarding o f  such diploma, c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o r  degree  has  

been approved pursuant  t o  p o l i c i e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  board 
.w 

o f  educa t ion .  No correspondent  educa t iona l  program, whether o r  n o t  it 

involves  awarding o r  i s s u i n g  o f  a  diploma, c e r t i f i c a t e ,  o r  degree s h a l l  

be  conducted i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l ands . : un l e s s  t h e  program and 

c u r r i c u l a  have been approved and l i c e n s e d  by t h e  board o f  educa t ion  through 

t h e  supe r in t enden t  o f  educa t ion .  

Sec t ion  12 .  Department o f  Emergency S e r v i c e s .  

(a) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  department o f  emergency s e r v i c e s  

a s  an execu t ive  branch department t o  b e  headed by a  d i r e c t o r  o f  emergency 

s e r v i c e s  appoin ted  by t h e  governor wi th  t h e  advice  and consent  o f  t h e  

s ena t e .  The department o f  emergency s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  p o l i c e  

fo rce ,  a  f i r e  s e r v i c e ,  and a  c o r r e c t i o n s  and p roba t ion  agency. 

(b) The p o l i c e  f o r c e  s h a l l  be  headed by a  p o l i c e  c h i e f .  The 

f i r e  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  be headed by a  f i r e  c h i e f .  The c o r r e c t i o n s  and proba t ion  

agency s h a l l  be  headed by a  c o r r e c t i o n s  and p roba t ion  o f f i c e r .  The 

governor s h a l l  appo in t  t h e  p o l i c e  c h i e f ,  t h e  f i r e  c h i e f  and t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s  

and p roba t ion  o f f i c e r .  These p o s i t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  w i th in  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  

(c)  The department o f  emergency s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  law enforcement,  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  j u v e n i l e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  

t r a f f i c  r e g u l a t i o n  and enforcement,  motor v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and 

i n s p e c t i o n ,  c i v i l  defense  b u t ,  u n l e s s  o the rwi se  s p e c i f i e d ,  n o t  d i s a s t e r  

r e l i e f ,  p r o t e c t i o n  and s e c u r i t y  guard s e r v i c e s  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  

p rov i s ion  o f  p o l i c e  and s e c u r i t y  f o r  p u b l i c  ceremonies and o f f i c i a l  

meet ings,  c o n t r o l  o f  s t r a y  animals  and t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n  i n  a  manner 

consonant with t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and humane c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  

compliance enforcement o f  r e g u l a t o r y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o t h e r  departments  and 



agenc ies  o f  t h e  commonwealth i nc lud ing  p u b l i c  co rpo ra t i ons  and independent 

agenc i e s ,  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n ,  enforcement o f  p u b l i c  environmental 

h e a l t h ,  bu i ld ings  and code i n s p e c t i o n s ,  and r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p roba t ion  

s e r v i c e s  f o r  a d u l t  and j u v e n i l e  o f f ende r s ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  f o r  

young a d u l t s  and a d u l t s ,  and c r imina l  j u s t i c e  p lanning ,  improvement and 

p u b l i c  information r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a s  o f  law enforcement,  c r imina l  

j u s t i c e ,  f i r e  p r even t ion ,  and r e l a t e d  m a t t e r s .  The d i r e c t o r  o f  emergency 

s e r v i c e s  may e s t a b l i s h  w i t h i n  t h e  department one o r  more u n i t s  o f  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  p rov ide  common s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  t h e  

f i r e  s e r v i c e ,  and t h e  c o r r e c t i o n s  and p roba t ion  agency. I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  

of t h i s  subsec t ion  t o  reduce  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  

f e a s i b l e  and t o  maximize personnel  u t i l i z a t i o n .  

(d) In  t h e  event  t h a t  t h e  governor d e c l a r e s  a  s t a t e  of emergency 

pu r suan t  t o  a r t i c l e  111, s e c t i o n  10 o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of 

emergency s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  a c t  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o f f i c i a l  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

mob i l i za t i on  of r e sou rces  and t h e  meeting o f  emergency cond i t i ons  un l e s s  

ano the r  des igna t ion  i s  made by t h e  governor o r  pursuant  t o  law. 

Sec t ion  13. Department o f  F inanc ia l  Adminis t ra t ion .  

(a) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execu t ive  branch department t h e  

department of f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  b e  headed by a  d i r e c t o r  of 

f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  appoin ted  by t h e  governor wi th  t h e  adv ice  and 

consent  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  No person  s h a l l  be  appointed a s  d i r e c t o r  o f  

f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  who does n o t  possess  p r o f e s s i o n a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

i nc lud ing  a t  l e a s t  a  mas t e r s  degree  i n  an a p p r o p r i a t e  academic d i s c i p l i n e  

o r  who i s  a  c e r t i f i e d  p u b l i c  accountant ;  and i n  a d d i t i o n  has  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  

y e a r s  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  i n c r e a s i n g  exper ience  i n  governmental f i n a n c e  and 

account ing  o r  equ iva l en t  p r i v a t e - s e c t o r  exper ience .  

(b) The department  s h a l l  have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  

and depos i t i ng  a l l  l o c a l l y  r a i s e d  revenues,  from any source ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t a x e s ,  customs d u t i e s ,  e x c i s e  t a x  revenues,  l i c e n s e  f e e s ,  payments f o r  

s e r v i c e s ,  r e c e i v i n g  and d e p o s i t i n g  a l l  funds from f e d e r a l  government, 



establishing and maintaining bank accounts, maintaining the books of 

accounts of the commonwealth, managing trust and retirement funds of the 

commonwealth and related receipts, and establishing and maintaining special 

revenue accounts on behalf of any public corporation, unless otherwise 

directed by law selecting the banks in which commonwealth funds will be 

deposited, disbursing funds pursuant to authority of law, providing 

financial data to the governor, legislature and departments, agencies and 

instrumentalities of the commonwealth, and conducting all related financial 

management activities of the commonwealth other than the preparation of the 

budget of the commonwealth and post-audit functions. It shall have 

responsibility for customs and baggage inspection. Nothing contained in 

this subsection shall prevent a department, agency or instrument of the 

commonwealth from collecting revenues with the approval of the director of 

financial administration and with all receipts transmitted promptly to the 

department of financial administration. The department with the concurrence 

of thepublic auditor shall establish a uniform system of accounts. An 

accrual method of accounting shall be maintained that meets generally 

accepted principles of governmental accounting. 

(c) At least annually the director of financial administration 

shall issue a detailed report on financial affairs of the commonwealth 

and submit copies to the governor, legislature, and public auditor, and 

such report shall be promptly published. 

(d) There is established within the department of financial 

administration the commonwealth treasury to be headed by the commonwealth 

treasurer to be appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of 

' the senate on the nomination of the director of financial administration. 

No person shall be appointed commonwealth treasurer who does not possess 

professional qua1 ifications established for that position by the 

governor. 

(e) The director of financial administration, the commonwealth 

treasurer, and other officials designated by the director or by the 

commonwealth treasurer shall be bonded. 
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Sec t ion  14. Department o f  Heal th.  

(a)  There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execut ive  branch department 

t h e  department o f  h e a l t h  t o  be  headed by a d i r e c t o r  o f  h e a l t h  appointed 

by t h e  governor with t h e  advice  and consent o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  No person 

s h a l l  be appointed d i r e c t o r  o f  h e a l t h  who does n o t  possess  p ro fe s s iona l  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  P r i o r  t o  making h i s  appointment, t h e  governor s h a l l  

appoin t  a search  committee t o  enumerate t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  

Upon approval o f  such a q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  s ta tement  by t h e  governor t h e  

committee s h a l l  conduct a search  f o r  s u i t a b l e  cand ida t e s  and make i t s  

recommendations t o  t h e  governor.  

(b) The department o f  h e a l t h  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p rov i s ion  

o f  h e a l t h  and medical c a r e  s e r v i c e s ,  den ta l  h e a l t h ,  mental h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  

and environmental h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s .  I t  s h a l l  s e t  and en fo rce  s t anda rds  

o f  p u b l i c  environmental h e a l t h  p r o t e c t i o n  inc lud ing  animal h e a l t h  

s t anda rds ,  s t anda rds  o f  pure  water  q u a l i t y ,  and s t anda rds  o f  s a n i t a r y  

engineer ing .  Th i s  department s h a l l  be t h e  depos i to ry  o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  

f o r  t h e  commonwealth and s h a l l  i s s u e  b i r t h ,  f e t a l  dea th ,  and dea th  

c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  and marr iage l i c e n s e s .  

(c )  There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th in  t h e  department o f  h e a l t h  an 

o f f i c e  o f  medical examiner t o  be headed by a medical examiner t o  be 

appointed by t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  h e a l t h  who s h a l l  be wi th in  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  

(d) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  department o f  h e a l t h  a board 

o f  h e a l t h  and environmental q u a l i t y  t o  c o n s i s t  o f  seven members appointed 

by t h e  governor wi th  t h e  advice  and consent  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  The members 

s h a l l  be appointed f o r  terms o f  f i v e  yea r s .  Of t h e  persons  f i r s t  

appointed two s h a l l  s e r v e  a term o f  one yea r ,  two s h a l l  s e r v e  a term 

o f  two yea r s ,  one s h a l l  s e r v e  a term o f  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  one s h a l l  s e r v e  a 

term o f  f o u r  y e a r s ,  and one s h a l l  s e r v e  a term o f  f i v e  yea r s .  The board 

s h a l l  adopt r e g u l a t i o n s  governing p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and environmental q u a l i t y  

and may inc lude  wi th in  such r e g u l a t i o n s  a l l  ma t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  h e a l t h  

w i th in  t h e  commonwealth and wi th in  t h e  func t iona l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  
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department o f  h e a l t h  pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The board i n  i t s  

r e g u l a t i o n s  may e s t a b l i s h  a system o f  compliance and enforcement,  i n c l u d i n g  

impos i t ion  o f  f i n e s  and imprisonment n o t  t o  exceed f i n e s  i n  t h e  amount o f  

$500 f o r  each v i o l a t i o n  o f  a r e g u l a t i o n  o r  imprisonment n o t  t o  exceed one 

yea r  f o r  each v i o l a t i o n  o f  a r e g u l a t i o n ;  and a system o f  s e l f  i nexpec t ion ,  

pre l iminary  de termina t ions  o f  v i o l a t i o n s ,  hea r ings ,  compliance o r d e r s  and 

r e l a t e d  enforcement mechanisms. The a t t o r n e y  genera l  s h a l l  p rosecu te  

v i o l a t i o n s  i n  a c o u r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n  and t h e  department o f  

emergency s e r v i c e s  s h a l l  a s s i s t  i n  compliance and enforcement and 

in spec t iona l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The department o f  h e a l t h  s h a l l  be r e spons ib l e  

f o r  implementation and o t h e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a c t i o n s  pursuant  t o  t h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  board o f  h e a l t h  and environmental q u a l i t y .  The board 

s h a l l  a c t  a s  an appea ls  body f o r  any dec i s ion  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  determina- 

t i o n  by t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  h e a l t h  with r e s p e c t  t o  any ma t t e r  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  

t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  board.  Unless o therwise  provided,  t h e  board may a c t  

a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  body wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  f e d e r a l  h e a l t h  p lanning  r e q u i r e -  

ments. 

(e) The governor may e s t a b l i s h  one o r  more consumer, p r a c t i t i o n e r ,  

o r  o t h e r  bodies t o  s e r v e  a s  h e a l t h  p lanning  o r  environmental q u a l i t y  

planning i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  meet e l i g i b l i t y  requirements  f o r  

f e d e r a l  g r a n t  and a s s i s t a n c e  programs. For t h e  purpose o f  complaying with 

f e d e r a l  requirements t h e  board o f  h e a l t h  is a s t a t e  h e a l t h  p lanning  agency 

un le s s  another  department o r  ano the r  agency, board o f  commission, is s o  

des igna ted  by t h e  governor o r  by l a w .  

Sec t ion  15. Department o f  Natural  Resources. 

(a) There i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execu t ive  branch department t h e  

department o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  be headed by a d i r e c t o r  o f  n a t u r a l  

r e sou rces  appointed by t h e  governor with t h e  advice  and consent  o f  t h e  

sena te .  

(b) The department s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and 

enhancement o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  o f  t h e  i s l a n d s  inc lud ing  t h e  marine 
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environment,  management and d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  submerged l ands ,  management 

o f  p u b l i c  lands t r a n s f e r r e d  o r  ass igned  t o  i t  pursuant  t o  a r t i c l e  X I  o f  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and wi th in  t h e  comprehensive land-use p l a n  adopted by 

t h e  Marianas Publ ic  Land Corpora t ion ,  conduct l and  surveys ,  perform 

maintenance and e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  animal and marine r e sou rces  o f  t h e  

commonwealth, a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  f i s h i n g ,  p l a n t ,  market ing,  aquacu l tu re  and 

r e l a t e d  programs, a g r i c u l t u r a l  ex t ens ion  programs, e s t ab l i shmen t  and 

o p e r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and programs, i n s p e c t i o n  and 

compliance a c t i v i t i e s  o f  meat and meat p roducts  t h a t  a r e  n o t  o the rwi se  

w i t h i n  t h e  compliance a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  department  o f  h e a l t h .  I t  i s  t h e  

i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  department o f  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  be t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v e  land  survey and land  management agency r e s p e c t i n g  p u b l i c  

programs f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  f o r e s t r y ,  and n a t u r a l  r e sou rce ,  landscaping 

and b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  programs, and r e c r e a t i o n  m a t t e r s  n o t  o the rwi se  w i th in  

t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  Marianas Pub l i c  Land Corpora t ion .  I t  i s  t h e  

i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  a c t  t h a t  t h e  department o f  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  work c l o s e l y  

w i th  and i n  coopera t ion  with t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  t o  a s s u r e  

consonance o f  purpose. 

(c) The department s h a l l  be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s t o r i c  and 

landmarks conserva t ion  and p r e s e r v a t i o n .  The department s h a l l  have 

p r i n c i p a l  commonwealth r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  meet c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  requirements  

r e s p e c t i n g  Chamorro and C a r o l i n i a n  h e r i t a g e s  and t r a d i t i o n s ,  and p r o t e c t i o n  

of  w i l d l i f e  r e sou rces .  I t  s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p roduc t ive  u s e  

o f  l and  made a v a i l a b l e  by t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  homesteads and it s h a l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  programs 

a f f e c t i n g  recovery o f  minera l s  on submerged l ands .  

(d) The governor  by execu t ive  o r d e r  may e s t a b l i s h  and appoin t  

t h e  members o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  h i s t o r i c  and landmark p r e s e r v a t i o n  commissions 

o r  boards t o  enable  t h e  commonwealth t o  be  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  f e d e r a l  

funds.  

(e) The j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  department o f  n a t u r a l  r e sou rces  
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s h a l l  no t  extend,  u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  au thor ized  by law, t o  t h e  

cons t ruc t ion ,  r e p a i r  o r  maintenance o f  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  and o t h e r  s i t e s .  

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  a l l  p u b l i c  works a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  

commonwealth, i nc lud ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and r e p a i r ,  be w i th in  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

o f  t h e  department o f  p u b l i c  works. 

( f )  The Marianas F ish ing  Author i ty  i s  d i s so lved  and i t s  d u t i e s  

and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  departments  o f  n a t u r a l  

r e sou rces  and economic development a s  determined by t h e  governor.  

Sec t ion  16. Department of Pub l i c  Works. 

( a ) .  There is  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  an execut ive  branch department t h e  

department of  p u b l i c  works t o  be headed by a  d i r e c t o r  o f  p u b l i c  works 

appointed by t h e  governor with t h e  advice  and consent  o f  t h e  s e n a t e .  

(b) The department o f  p u b l i c  works s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

a l l  p u b l i c  works and roads  and o t h e r  cons t ruc t ion  and maintenance 

a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  commonwealth and f o r  a l l  branches,  departments ,  agencies  

and i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  commonwealth, i nc lud ing  p u b l i c  co rpo ra t ions .  

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  be a  conso l ida t ed  p u b l i c  works 

agency. Unless o the rwi se  provided by law, t h e  department o f  p u b l i c  works 

s h a l l  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  func t ions  o t h e r  t han  t h o s e  ves ted  

by law i n  a  p u b l i c  co rpo ra t ion ,  ha rbo r  f a c i l i t i e s  and docks, a l l  u t i l i t i e s  

i nc lud ing  water  supply ,  sewage d i s p o s a l  and power, u t i l i t i e s  s e r v i c e s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  e r e c t i o n  and maintenance o f  p u b l i c  s igns  and t r a f f i c  s i g n a l s ,  

p rov i s ion  and maintenance o f  p u b l i c  boa t s ,  supe rv i s ion  and maintenance of 

p u b l i c  bu i ld ings ,  p r o v i s i o n  o f  o f f i c e  space and upkeep o f  p u b l i c  bu i ld ings  

and t h e  a reas ,  pa rk ing  l o t s  and o t h e r  approaches t o  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  

a c q u i s i t i o n ,  maintenance and r e p a i r  o f  heavy equipment and supply  and 

procurement. The department s h a l l  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  and i n t e g r a t e  

among t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  department s t r e e t  s a n i t a t i o n ,  s o l i d  waste  

c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s p o s a l ,  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  works func t ions  formerly performed 

by t h e  cha r t e r ed  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  of Sa ipan ,  Rota and T in i an .  

(c)  The department o f  p u b l i c  works i n  coopera t ion  with t h e  
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department o f  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  i n s t i t u t e  systems t o  a s s u r e  

e f f e c t i v e  c o s t  account ing  methods i n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  a c t u a l  d i r e c t  

and i n d i r e c t  c o s t s  f o r  p r o p r i e t a r y  and u t i l i t y  func t ions  performed by t h e  

department of  p u b l i c  works, i nc lud ing  heavy equipment and c e n t r a l  r e p a i r ,  

u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s ,  and supply and procurement. 

Sec t ion  17. Publ ic  Se rv i ces  i n  Rota and T in i an .  

(a)  Subjec t  t o  t h e  approval  o f  t h e  governor,  t h e  mayors o f  

Rota and Tin ian  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d u t i e s  and r e spons i -  

b i l i t i e s  s h a l l  be  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  head f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of  p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e s  i n  which t h e  mayors where e l e c t e d  and s h a l l  have a l l  t h e  powers 

and perform a l l  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  na tu re .  

(b) The mayors o f  Rota and Tin ian  s h a l l  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  

t h e  proper  admin i s t r a t i on  o f  t h e  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  i s l a n d s .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  mayor s h a l l :  

(1) provide f o r  t h e  execut ion  o f  a l l  commonwealth laws. 

(2) appoin t  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r  q u a l i f i e d  by 

educat ion and exper ience  who s h a l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  and 

e f f i c i e n t  coo rd ina t ion  o f  t h e  va r ious  departments .  

Sec t ion  18. S e v e r a b i l i t y .  I f  any p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  

the reo f  t o  any person o r  c ircumstances i s  he ld  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  i n v a l i d i t y  

does not  a f f e c t  o t h e r  p rov i s ion  on a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a c t  which can be 

given e f f e c t  without  t h e  i n v a l i d  p r o v i s i o n  o r  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  and t o  t h i s  end 

t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  a c t  a r e  s eve rab le .  

Sec t ion  19. E f f e c t i v e  Date. Th i s  a c t  s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon approval  

by t h e  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming law without  such approval .  
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