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A BILL FOR AN ACT

1'0 create the ('ommon\\ea|lh Worker Fee Revolving Fund and

lu deslgnulc the Seerelar; of the Depanmenl of Labor as the

expendirure auzhoru) of <a\d fund, and for olher purposes

BF. IT ENACTEID BY Tllli Z2“) NORTHERN MARIANAS
C().VlMOI\'Wl-IAL'l‘Il LEGISLATIIRE:

1 Section 1, Findings and Purgose. lhe Commonwealth legrslznure nds

2 lhat smulory authority for the admlrustration of me (‘onunomwalrh Worker Fee

2 Revnlxmg 1 Ulld. separulc from the General ma. r< necessary lo provide clarity.

4 21cc0uming_ and elcielmy

5 lhstoncally. the (bnsolidalcd Natural Rcsourees Ael M2008. U.S. Public

6 Law ll0-22‘) (hercmallero "CNR/\"l. mnended the C0\'cna|\| lo establish federal

7 control over lmmlgranon m the Commonwcallh ofthc Northern Mariana Islands

8 (l’lCl'Cll'Hil_lCl'. "L‘.\lMl"'). Sub~equen1ly_ the Northern Mariana Islands U.S.

9 Workforce Acl of 2018. L' S Publlc Law I15-218 (hercinnflcn ‘"NMl Workforce

10 Aer") we» pu>se\l_ in purl. to lr\CL‘nll\l/,0 lhe luring oflhc United States workers in

l l the CNMI. (fcrmm fccs collected pursuant In CXRA and N_\/ll \‘vorkl'0n:c AC1 are

12 lrur\sferred to um ('!\JMl gmermncnl ll»! the >-01¢ zmd e><:;lus|\'e purpose offundlng
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l vocational education. apprenticeships. or other training programs for United States

2 workers. '1 he Legislature reeogni/es the importance ol'tl'ns funding and the need to

3 comply “am federal reporting and tlcctwuntubillty

4 'l"ll= federal process for the Ctpprmlil and Citpentltture mlle funds, however,

5 was altered. Specically. the NM! Workforce /\et requires the [‘Nl\/II Governor to

6 submit at plun for the expenditure of (‘ommonwealtli Worker Fund to the US

7 Secretary of Labor not later than 1Z0 days before the rst day of the scal year

R 2020 and annually therealter '1 hen. the ll S. Department of Labor must l’t5VlL‘V\ and

9 approve the Gm-ernor‘s Plan. llmvever. the l.L‘gtSltllUfC reetlgnizcs that. the above-

lo stated federal process and timing of local appropriations. may lead to delays ll! the

l I administration of the funds in fulllment of the approved plan

12 In concurrence with the tinvernoris Memorandum dated November l_ 2019

I3 tGOV20-18), the Legislature nds the Secretary otithe CNMI Department otltabor

14 l0 be the Ltppmpttélte expenditure authority Primarily. the Secretary otthe CNMI

I5 Department Of Labor u\erseCs dtusions related to the trllining b\l'tLl apprt:nlit;8Sl'ttp

16 programs Furthermore. the Secretary of the CNMI Department of Labor has the

I7 unique ability to track trends and needs in the local labor work three. Such

18 knowledge and data is paramount to elteetlvely uphold the stated purpose of

I'-) funding meatlonal edttcattiun. apprenticeships. U1‘ other training programs for

Z0 United States workers ln the ('.\lMl Through the passage ofthis hill. the Legislature

_3_
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1 endeavors no uphold rhc 1'undn\g's sraicd purposes promote u<;cuunl2.\bilily_ and

Z measure el'1'cc\i\'cncss in spending.

3 Scctiun 2. I-Inaclmeni. Subjccr to codicalion b) the (Iommunweahh Law

4 Revision Commissmn. the following slumlcs .|rc hereby cnacted as follows’

5 "(u) There is hereby established a spacial fund wilhin the

6 (iommunwcallh lrcasur)_ which shull bu l<r\UVL and designated as the

7 Commonwealth Worker l5c:: Re\ nl\ ing l-und. The fund shall be nccuunlcd

8 for separately from lln: General Fund and is nun-lupsing.

9 (b) Funds collected pursuam \o the Norrhcrn Mariana islands

10 Workforce Aer shall be dcpusncd nnu the [‘nnnnunv\callh Worker Fee

ll Rcvnlving Fund each liscal year

12 (c) Funds LlCp05l(Cd 11'\ rhis uccounl shall be uscd fur the sole and

13 L‘XClu>1\L: purpm of funding mcarional education. apprcnliccships. or

14 mhcr training programs fur United Slznes Wurktrsq as identied in the

15 npprovcd (jun-rnrir‘s Plan umlcr rho Northern .\/lariana Islands Wurkfurcc

I6 /\cru1'201R.1J.S. Public Lam 115-218

17 (A) The cxpcndilun: 3L\ll’\Orl[y nvcr ihc i'cv0l\'ing fund is vcsicd in

18 the Secretary ofihc Commonncullh Dcparuncnl ullabor Revolving fund

19 l‘U1\|e5 mu be znnilnhlc for cnxpendilurc w\ll\ou\ further approprialiun and

20 viilhuul scal year Iimmnionsf‘
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S0(‘|i0l'l 3. Severabilitv. lfnny prmisions uflhis /\Cl Di’ the applicaliun U1‘

any such pI0\i>iun lo any person or ClrCumS!nCC should be 1i=|u invalid by li cuun

of cumpclcnl junsdic\mn_ ihe winainder of [his Au or lhc application of ils

provisiuns lo persons or circumstances other than those in which li is held invalid

shall no\ hi: affected thereby

6 Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and an) rcpcalcr contained herein

shall not bc cunslrucd as affeuiing any cxisling righl nuqnired under contract or

acquired under slululcs rcpcitd or undcr any rulc. rcgulalion. r order adopted

under lhc statutes Rcpcalcrs cinnninud in ihis Aci shall not affcci any proceeding

instituted under 01' pursuant In prior law. Thu cnuc\|ncx\l nhhe Act shall nm have

the ellkcl ul'lcmnnaung_ or in any way niudifying. any liahility. civil or criminal.

uhich shall already bc in existence on the dale lliis A<:\ becomes ellcclivc.

13 Section 5. l-I'ccli\'e Date. This Acl shull uikc cffccl upon its approval b)

ihc Governor. or ii> bcconiing la\\ \\‘llhuu\ such E1ppm\'L\|.
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