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l.\' THE HOLSE OF RlIl‘RESlj\Tt\Tl\t ES

Regular stttiutt. 2021 H. B. Z1’ 4;

A BILL FOR AN ACT

lo establish the Foster (‘arc Sponsorship Program undcr the Department of
Cnmmunily and Culiurul Affairs Division of Youth Services: and for other

purpOSO>.

BI-I IT E.\'AC'l'El) BY THE 22“’ NOR'I‘lll-IRN MARIANAS
C()MM()NWEAI.1'll LEGISLATLRE:

l Suction 1. Findings and Purgnsc. The Legislature nds that the Dl\tlSi\)l1

2 of Voulh Scrviccs (DYS) uridcr lhc Dupurimcnl ul'Comn\iiniiy and Cultural Affairs

3 (D(‘(‘/\) lllkt £1 prhclhe approach in aclivcly cnguging in ttttt cnmniunily to fulll

4 their mission tn "pmmtilc the null-being of children. y0ulhs_ and adults to

5 slrcrigihcn l'airiili<:s tittd the Cummunily as whttit-". I)YS—l)(‘,(“/\ pruvidcs mimemus

6 programs In our cummuitity that scrvc: \'iCl||'nS i>t'c-hild abuse or neglcct and their

7 families. juvenile (till-ndcrs and lhcir families; prcvcntimi program for ihc youths

8 and parcnts in the C\)|Um\l|Iil}. luu income housclmldsi and humclcss individuals

l 9 and lumilics

to l'he Legislature rttttit.-t nds titttt DYS-DCC./\ is El recipicnt Of %\

ll Consolidated Block Gran!-Social Scniccs Block (imnl ((‘,li(‘i-SSl$(j) liar l-'i>Cal

12 YCHY 2021 that will provide tttttt-it llctdll titttttttiui assistance in covering the cnsls
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ofniost ofthe scri ices proiided to the community. ]l0\\C\'CL similarly to all grants.

the expenditure rii" ftlllds through the CBG-SSBG serves as ri supplemental funding

source that is restricted rind insufficient to cover all costs relative to the direct needs

of DUI COlT|!I1Ul"|il}*_ H105! importantly tnr tlie children untier the direct care and

supertision ofl)YS-DCCA.

'l'he Legislliture nds that the DYS-l)(‘('/\'S (‘hild Protective Sertices

(CPS) unit currently operates on zi 24/7 response system for all children under their

direct care or 5upCt’viSiOn nr reported eases that may arise. [he Child Protective

Services is legally mandated to protect children wllu hme been abused, negleeted_

or who may be at risk ofabuse or neglect Through its mandate. the Child Protective

Services responds and intervenes to reported cuses of maltreatment ofa child of l7

years ol' age or younger. pIU\idtn[_l multiple iiccominodatioiis to protect the

emotional, rneiiiril, and physicltl dC\/Cl0pmCl\( rirri child. /\ddlKtO|\il|l)', the Child

Pr0lceti\c Services unit also protitles direct supertision in the placement ufa child

under their Fnster (‘are Pfilgfat. which pfU\rlLiCS irir ll lU|\g—\CtlIt Carl‘ fur children

that cannot reside with their l'umilics for rt period of time. liligible kinship or foster

parents rirc carefully screened and regularly monitored iii ensure ihrii u child pi£iCCd

in their eiire is Ll\ no risk for maltreatment.

Additionally. the Legislature linds that tlie resources 0|‘ the Foster Care

Program under the CPS-DYS-DCCA lire source and funds are continuously needed

to help our children and yeuths through lbsler cure Although l)YS‘s ultimate goal

.2.
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1 1> 11>: family reunic1\!iu|\, the current program cununucs w cxpcricncc longer

2 placcmcnrs in foster or lunship homes due lu mulliplc factors prcvcnling such

3 rcu1\lcaLlnn an many cases 'l hcrufurc. the purpnie of \h\s Act is lo cstabhsh the

4 Foster Care Sponsorship Progmm w pr0viLlc additional social and other serv|ccs_

5 nancial supporl and supplius la \l\c ch\|z.lr<:nunder1he drrccl can: and supcrvrsinn

6 01' the DlV1Sl(>n of Youth Scrvlucs undcr the Department of Communily and

7 Cultural A'-airs

K Secliun 2. Enaclmcnl. §ubjccK £0 codication by lhc CNMI Law Rcvisinn

9 Commlssmll. \hc l'\>llu\\mg i> hcrcby cnaclcd tn rm as follows:

1U “Article XX. Foster Care Sponsorship Program.

ll §llJ1. Title. This arliclu may be cilud 21> lhe "F\1n\rnu|mcalll\ lY0s\cr (‘arc

12 Sponsorship Program"

I3 §10z. l<‘u_\|cr Care Sponxurship Program.

I4 (21) lhcrc \< cstabllshcd a Foster Care Sponsorship Program (l-CS1’) to scrvc

15 as an extended pmgram nil the Child l‘rulecu\'=: Qeruccs and Shall be managed

16 under the Admlmstralor ofthc Dwlsmn 0fYoulh Scnices under the Dcparrmenl 01

I7 (‘ommunily uml( ullural Al'l'airs

18 (h) The Foslcr Care Sponsorship Program may work wi\h cummuni\y-based

l9 prlvme nonprot or for-prulll agcnclcs‘ public agencies. and n\l<:rcs\cd cili/.on

20 gmupi m the CSlbll5l‘|mcn\ M cumnrunhy foster car: pmgr£1n1S_ hencis and

21 servrces.

.;.
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1 §1us. Purpose, The Dcparlmenl m cuordinuuon “am rm ms

2 /\dnunislramr. shall. under lhe Foster Care Sponsorship Program (1‘(:sF) provide

3 all children W110 arc 17 ycars of age ur younger and under the dlrcct care and

4 super\‘|.\'mn mm I)(‘(‘A-DYS (‘luld Pruleclixe Ser\'\C=:> mm adduiunal Smiiill and

5 other senlcrzs, nancial suppnrl and >upplles necessur} fur rm care and welfare of

s [he ehlldren

v § 104. Services; Requirements The [ester care Services made available

x through [he (‘ommonucallh mm (‘are $ponsnrsl\ip Program shall:

9 (:1) in addition \0 lnecling basic needs of rm children‘ offer accns I0

I0 available senices that uddrcss erluemional benrls .md lrzuning. social and

ll emotional dllculues, medical issues. de\cl0pmen\ul delays. learning problems,

2 ps)chul0gicl1l and p>ychlulric |ssues_ and behavioral challenges

I3 (b) be Scmllivl: lo me unique needs. >lreng\l\s_ and cultural values efa (aster

I4 child and lbsler l';\m1ly.

15 (c) be driven b) e0|mnu|nl) strengths. nccds_ and rcsnurces

l6 (ml) accept and u>e u vancly ef funds and rcs<\urees_ meludmg but not limited

I7 lo‘ legislmhc nppmpriznion. DCL‘/\ funding. federal grants. CNMI gnmls,

I8 cnmmumly dnnuuuns. pnvlne and volumeer rewurces. In-kind_ ccmmumry

I‘) ir\\'cSlmC“‘s< and nlhers tn prrwlde hlrsle neeessiue> and addilmnal sneual und other

20 Seniecs, nancial Supper! and >upp|1:!> necessary fur the cure and V\L‘lfarC of the

21 fuslur ehlldren.
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l §ll]5. Rules and Regulations. The Dcpartincnl in coordination with the

2 l)\/S Administrator shall promulgate rtilcs and rcgulatiuns tor thc l-iostcr Cari:

3 Spniisrtrship Program (FFSP) to augment the services provided undcr thc Child

4 Prritcctive SCYVICQS The Department or Division shall not rcccivc any monetary

5 donation until udiiptiiin and puhlicuttnn ivlthc l-("SP rules and regulattims

6 §l06. Reporting Requirement. The Secretary of the Department of

7 Community and (‘ullural /\|Tuir> in culluboratiuii with the Administrator of the

8 Division of Youth Scrviccs. shall report on the progress of the Fnster (‘are

9 SpOr\<m‘§hl]'7 Pldgllll it-1'51») on ll qlll\t’\€l'ly basis [0 the gOVC\‘I\0\' and the presiding

10 iirws t)flhC lCgi5llilUH.‘. Report iltiill include all muttrlry tltmiilins rct;t:i\'t:d by

l l private indiviiluzils and urgiiiiizutiims Vt ith :1 dctuilcd narrulivt: of thc cxpcnscs made

2 to care fur ii child under the FCSP for educational materials or participatiun_

I? nutritional. hygienic. Cltithing. bcddiiig_ mcdica1_ dny—tn~day nccds. additional

14 50Cl£tl and t)lllCt services. liéllltilkil >\1[1[10l'\ and S\.\|1pl|¢S For CUt'lliLiL‘rtti&1li\}

l5 purpnses_ the rc-port shall nut include thc nami: otthc individual child "’

11, sCClil)|| 3. Severahililv. ii‘ any pl’t\\lSt0nS iiriiiii Act Ul'll1t2 llpplitull 0|

I7 an) such pl’0\'lSl\) to tin) pcrsun ur circumstance should bc hcld invalid by a cuurt

I8 of cumpctent jurisdiction the remainder of this Act or thc application of its

19 provisions to pcrsuns or circumstances other than ihosc it! which it is held invalid

20 shall not he atTet:t::d lhCl'Cl1}i

_5_
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1 Section 4. Savings (ill.-M, '1 his Ac! and any repealer contained hcnzin

2 shall not bc Cnmtrucd as abcling any Cxlsng righl acquired under conlracl or

3 acquired under .-Mw1¢,< r:p€L\|L‘d or undc! any rulc, rcgulallun. or order adopted

4 under the slBl\.\£€S. Rcpcalcrs contained in lhls Act shall nul allbcl any procccdmg

5 inslilnlcd under or punuunl lo pnur law. lhc cnaclmem oflhe Act shall nm have

6 the cffccl oftcrn\inating_ or lll any \\z\) n\odifymg_ any liubllily. ci\il or crimmal.

7 which shall already ho m cxlslcncc on the dale this Ac! bccnmcs effective.

x Section 5. Effective Dale. This Acl shall lake effect upon its approval by

1; lhe Gm erm\r_ or us hutmnlng |u\\ \\\lhuul such uppmval

mam; > f_;_» l

, /v/ ~. 1 ,~ .

rm‘ Introduced h l v’ V ’ “V__ ____,,__*_ Y _

Rep. Juscph Lccpun '11 Gucrrcro

‘*1 7;; H,»

Rcvicyscd l;»1,¢gl\| Su|Tcl¢l'\LI)' by ”
‘T1’/1’ 1Y”. \

Housclegal Counsel
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