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A BILL FOR A.\ AC1

In umcnd [)i\ i>iun 4 u1'Til|e K» 0|‘\hc (‘nnxrunnwcaltlx (‘odc rcluling [U

di>pu>it\o|1u('u!'|bndcrxa\nd xemencing tn prmide criteriat1vrin1pu>ilim1ut'

unhzxnccd >cmencmg m'delL~nd¢nx> l11|'crix\\cs|n0li\alcd h) hue.

BE ['1' E.‘4ACTED BY THE TWENTY-SECONI) N()RTHERl\'
\1ARlA.\'AS COVIMONWEALTH LEGISLATURI-I:

1 Suction I. Findings and |"l|r|10§e. The L€g1<Iau\rc hnds and

dclcmncs that criminal acts hnmc cf hulc hmc bccumc more pun usiw and

\v\dcsprcaAd lhmughnul me (‘mnnmnuealllu M (hr Nunluern 1\1ari-ana Island<

um crimes arc grounded upon cm indi\'idua1's idcnlillxg chamclcri>Iic> and

.\r¢ >)mhu1ic. mc;\n\ m >cnd 1| |n&:>x.lgu ln lhzll persun and m \ha\ pcrs<m‘>

cumnluml)‘ Ihe cultural fabric oflhc CNMI cummunily :5 ughlly mmnd wnh

lhn: \uluu> ufrespccl-andm1eran¢e11m>ne amnhcr A cumm\|nily'.~" luxu express

lhc \ulnc> M‘ zhal Community, and lhc currcnl luck 01' lcgal protection (mm

crimc> bzm-d UH 1| pcr>0r\'< rucc_ cu|ur_ nulionul origin. ugc. .|m:c~\ry_ gender.

gender |denul§ Of e\prcssi<m_ religion. religious pmme d\.<@h.1|\>. or sexual

uricnmllulx nl a person i.~ lhc anmhcsi.~ u|'lhu~c \u]uc.~

Thu Cmnnaonucallh ohc Nurlhcrn Mariana Islands lruuls behind lhc

widespread rcI1\rmlhulha>ul\en hold in the United Slalcs ufAn1cricalhalha§
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rccugnwcd‘ illcgulucd. and pcnali/ad l\a\c—bu>cd crlnmul acts. by expanding

lln: number ull "p|‘ulcCl:‘&.l gmups," as largcls of haw~mmi»u1cd crimc: by

providing pcnulty cnhllnccmtnl For l\1\k‘—l)i\>k‘(.l mm->. and by requiring data

\IK\llCCllUl'l l-nu ~l;_\ll§ll\:al mpwnng. The (‘nmm0n\~callh jnins £1 minuril} 0|"

ewms and lL‘rrllOr‘lCS that haw ycl w cn.\c\ mezmingful lL‘g|>l;_\\lmI m rcgulule

hz\lu»b.1scd crimes I/\rkun>.n. \}v)un1ing. South Carnliml Amcncan Sun1ou‘

(§uam_ and \l\€ l,.S. Virgin Islar\d<) ll is limt Ilvr the (‘\>mnm|mcul1|1 m iuin

(hc nmjuril) m‘ slalcs lhul haw pussed rulhrnn legislation rcgululing ha[c—ha.sud

crhninul ul;l>.

-\.~ Vlunin Luther King. Jr. uncc mid. "|\/lurulil) cannm he lcgislulcd but

lWCl‘ldHn\' can he regulated " In z\ democratic wcicly like uur<_ nhllc cili/,cn~

Clmnul bc rcquircd m upprmc uhc bcliclk. practices. and ld€nlilic<0f0ll1crs.

they m\1.~l newr cnmn1l\ criminal acts on account of (hum. »\~ such‘ lhc

l€§_1lSlL\ILlrC nds that \l\c pmpmu lQgl\‘l£1llL\n “in cmure um cwr) lndwiduul

vulhm mi» L'ummnn\\e.'1l\h is alllvrded an equal upporlunit) u» L‘l1_l\v} lllc,

lvhcrl), and |l\c pursui: ofhappinc» \M\l1l\Ul lhc Fear or mlimlda\iun Hm their

lnhcrcm quulillc> ur uhuraclcrinius would exclude lhcm from all priulcgcs nl

lln: C\vn\v\mn\\cLil\l1.

M-clinn Z. Enanmcni. l'lu: fulllming is cnaclcd subject lo codication

h) [he (‘ommumwallh l/aw Rc\i>iun (‘u|n1nissi<m"

"Hate (‘rimcs Act of Z021.

§ I0] Short Title. '1 hm ucl shall he known and may he cilcd a> lhc llalc

Crilucs Act <vl'Z()Zl



1|.a. 22- lg

§ lU2 Purpnxc. 11“ purpose r \h\s Ac! e= m lcqulrc cnhunccd

>cnls'C\ng MK. [0 pmvidc crircna for irnpuminn 0|‘C1\h£1l\CCL.| suniencing of

dcfcndanrs for crimc> nmliw\lL:d h; hale

§ 103 Hale (Irimcs.

5 la) A pcrmn conunils a h-me crime when hc ur she c0mmilS a spccilicd

offense and cilherz

7 (|)inl€nti<mull} 5c|ccl> \hc pmun ugainS\ vrhum the offcnsc i>

tmrirnillcxl 0|‘ inlcndcd m he committed in whulc hf H1 suhsmnlial pan

because Ma bclicfur pcrntcpliun regarding rm racc. culor. national

nrigin_ ilgk‘. L\\JC>\f}'_ gcrulcr. gender idcnur) OI c<prcs.~mn. l‘g'|i\:1i(\l\.

religi<\u> practicc. disahilii). LY!‘ scxnul urieiiluliurr <»r 1. pcrwnr

12 regardlessnl'\~hulhcr1he hclicfnr pcrccprinn is corrccl. or

13 <2) inlenllunall) commits the ucl or acis cunsliluling 111: u|Tcn.~u in \\i\O1C

Ur in §l|b>l1|nli-1| pm-\ because um helicfur pcrccpuun 1’Cgz\rd\l1g rlw

mac. cuior. nulimral origin. zigc. unuc>lry_ gender, gcmlcr idcmily or

c\prcs5mn. ruligmrn rciigmus praCliCc_ disability. W >c><u2||

Ul"lL‘!IlZ1llLH\Uf€l|)kf\’5OI\.I'Cg3\'d|CSS <\l'vshc\hcr rm h¢1ich>r perception

is mrrccl

19 rm |>mr»r Q1" n\cc_ culnr_ national (vrigin. alglt. unccsu}. gcndcr. gcndcr

id;-mu; or cxprc>\mn_ rcliginn. rcligiuus mum. disz\bi1i\)_ RH’ 5\J.\\l€.\1

miciiluliun uflhe dcfcndam. the uclim_ ur uliholh Uh.‘ d:!'¢ndam rind lhc

iiurim LIUCS nm. h) i\s<ll'. cnnsrilurc legal!) sirlcicnl exidcncc
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satisfying the (‘nmm0n\Acu|\h‘s hunlen under paragraphs (1)-12> tn‘

subt|i\i>i0nl21)0fthis sccuun.

ct .\ Bpcctticd u|'('ense" ts any offcnsc szt ilmh m Iit1c(>. Divisiun I_ Parr

1 |(Irimcs Against the Pcrsnn). Chuplcr 1 (Humicidc)_ Chuplcr 2

l.*\§>L\|l|l and Rclutcd O|'|'enses]_ (‘haptcr 3 (Scxual (Nfcnscs) Aniclc l

unl}. (‘haplcr 4 (ktvbbu-r}; Kidnapping: ()\hcr L'r\mc~ /\;_1.tit\>\ the

7 Person). and Chapter 5 lllumun 'I'm!'liuking and Rc|t1lcdUtl'en<cs):and

'| illc 0. Dhisinn I. Pan 2 (Crimes Against Pmpc) ). Chapter 1 tlhclt

tmd Rclutcd ()tTt-nsest Scctiuns I601-1605 nnly. and Chapter 3 lUthcr

10 Pt't\pc|'l}' ()|Tun>¢~| only: or any attempt or conspiruc) tu cnmmtt .m3 0|’

thc forcguitlg u1Tcn~‘t:s.

12 ttl) Fur purposes uhhis Act-

tn Ihc mm! ~~t.g¢*" rcfcrs 1» mun-um/m_ mctmtng all pc|'s<m> Inkling

Vtllhl the Uutntnunwcalth mm \k\rlhun1 Marlana lsltm\1> um

haw reached mt» age ms yours and tncr.

15 (2) lhc tcrtn "di<uhili\)“ means a physical or menial lmpainnunl than

subsumliatl) limits 11 m2|_]ur me ttt-mat). including J pt-r.<\»|r.~

tltmtmns ~u¢h as caring llvr tmcseltj pcrf0|'tning manual tasks.

\\a|kmg. seeing. hcaring. >pL'ul\ing_ breathing. |c;\rn||\g_ and

utvrking;

13) the [Crm “gcndcr tdcnlil) or exprcsmull“ n1::'.|n.~ i\ pcr.~nn‘s actual or

pcr&;t:i\€d get\dcr—n:|tAl<:d mum}. appcmm. huhm IOY, cxprc>~itt1\.

or other gcndur-rclutcd chumuturislic regardless nflhc sc\ asmgned
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m \hm pcrmn 1|! hinh_ ||\c|ud||\g_ bu\ not limiwd u». lhe mm: of

bung lransgcndcr.

(M lhc mm "scxmxl ur\cn\._\l|m\" n\e21ns lming a preference for. hismr;

of. or being idcmicd wnh hclcmscxlmlil}. hun1u~¢xua1|l), Land

5 h1.~c~<uu1il}.

§ 104 Sentencing. A ptrsu “no COmm|ls_ cL\\|>c> w be uummlcd‘ 0|‘

ul\cmpl> m cnmmil a hm crinu: u> sci |\»r\h |n Hm Act shall he >uhj:u lo [he

»||u\'\i|1g p€nJIlies_ |mtwi|h>lunding an) Qlhcr pm\'isi0n 01' law.

lu) lhc muximnm pcnull) fur lhc underlying crimc i.~ one year or less.

\hc pclvl) rm a violmmnu1'\]1is/\c\sha1| bc impri><>nmcn\ fur nm

more lhun um‘ )cur or u nc 01‘ nnl murc lh-an Sililllil U0. or both

(m 11‘ the maximum penalty fur lhc undcrbing mm a> u: _\¢-.1» ur

mcr um: your. zhc ]1cnL\l\} for 1| \iuI.|lnm M (h\s Au >11.-ll he

in\pr\sunmcnl |'urnmn\orc1hm\ \c ; curs or -,1 ne nfnm more lhan

$5_llllll.UU. or bulh.

it) u the |I\a\\mum p€|\3|l) for the u|\dcr1)ing crime .< more than 1m-

_wm»< hm lc>s than ten )n‘:.\rs_ the pcnully lkw :1 \'iu|alim\ <\fth\s Au

~h;\|l hc nmprisunmenl for not more \hun >c\ on )cars or u nc ufmvl

mun: than $1 0.000 on 0|’ hmh

(d) II‘ \|\c mavumum pcnull) for 1110 undcrI)ing crime i> lcn )mr> or

more, the pcnull} fur :1 \'in|al|m\ uflhis Au >hall be impri>cmmcnl

for not mmc than wn years or 1| nu ofnul murc than $1 5.m>1>_0n_ U!’

bmh.
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1 ls‘) In llllkllllhll m an) of lhc diSp\vSili&\n.\ mllhnri/.m.l h_\ |hi> Au. lhc

court Ina) rcquirc us pan of the scntuncc imposed upnn a pu-.~<»n

cumiulcd ol‘ u hulc crimu pumu-an\ lu lhis 1\¢1_ um lhc dcfcndum

cnmplcic Z1 pmgrL\m_ training scs<io|\_ nr counseling .<cs<ion aimed

m hale crime pm tfllli And ¢du¢miun_ “hers the cnnrl dc\crn\inu>

such prugran\.1raln1ng sesqnn or counseling >e.~~mn vs apprnprlale

and an uilublu

8 ll) .'\n} additional lcrm impu>cd pursuum m |hi.~ >CC\lUn mall h: in

addition lo an) other punhhmcnl pr0\ ldlfd L»; law.“

Section 3. s¢\mm|m. nun; pmvisinns ullllus Au ur uppliculiim hr

all} Sllch pm\.i<|m\ to any pcr§m\ Of circun\suu\cc should he mm i|\\'1\lid b, 1.

tour! m C\\|l\p:!\€lll _\ur\.~d|c\|<n\_ 1h: rennmnder ul \l\\\‘ Act or uh: L\pp|ic1\\\0|I 0|

its prmisuons lo persons or curcumstanccs other than thnsc to v~h|ch it |.~ held

mmlid vhull nu! he z|l'1L-clcd lhcrchy.

Section 4. Savings Clause. This/\Cl21nd an) rcpcalcr cnmamcd hcrcm

.~hz\|| nol he cunsuucd us allccung any cxlsung righl ucquircd under cunlwcl m

acquircd under slalul<:> rcpculcd or under an) rulc. rcgulauon. or mdcr adu|vlCd

undcr lhc >l;\mlc.~. Rcpcillers cunluixmd in 1hi> Au slmll not ullccl any

prncccdmg mstixutcd under or pursuant m prim law. '1 hc cnaclmcm ulllhc Acl

>lu\|1 nnl l\\C the mm \»m~|-"11"-mg. OI in un) \\k\) \nudifyi|1g_un§ liuhllily.

ciul or criminal. which shall already be m cxisluncc on lhc dalc zhls Act

hecmnes c|Tecli\c.

23 Sectian 5. Effective Date. l'hi> Ac! >hall lake effect upnn Its appm\'£\|
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by theUu\cr|1o|'.orilbecoming|u\v\\il|\uulsuch apprmal.
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