
Twenty-Second Northern Marianas Cnmmonwealth Legislature

[N Tlll-I House or REPRESENT/\TlVl-1S

Regular Session, 2021 1-1. B. 22- 1-’

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To menglhen zhe tools and poners ofthe CNM1 Government
to pmmmc and cxpund cconumic dcvclupmcnt and to establish

the C0mm0n\\'ea|lh Ecunonxic Development Amhority.

Bl-L IT l-INr\C'l'l-ll) BY THE 22"" NORTHERN MARIAN/\S
C()M_Vl()NWEALTll LE(1lSLA'l'URE:

1 Section 1. Short Tille. '1 his z\<:\ may bu cilcd as the "Commun\vcullh
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Economic Development Aulhoril) Aclu1'2()21".

Section 2. Findings and Purgosc. The Legislature nds that the

Commonwealth economy requires 3 renewed fncus on economic development

and dwcrsrcmion lo prmide jobs. and ecunumm tlppurlunlly lo 2 community

that has bclcugucrcd with nulurul disz\s\crs. global cnsis_ and the lingering impucls

of the wldc-sprcad collapse 01' rm man\\fa<;\\1ring sc::\ur \l\ut has rcsullcd in

volmililics inherent wnhm an undncrsicd ccunumy

The Legislature nds \]\a\ u (argued focus ofa Smglc governmental enmy

m plan for and implemem ::1Tor\s w cullivuu: a s\r<mgx:r_ more diversred

economy for xhc (‘0mnmnv\e.'.\|lh rs necswar) in uslabllshing co|npc\iuvn'ness

agulnsl luculiuns vymg fur global mvcslmcnls
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l The Legislature further nds that the Cummontvealth De\'el<\pmenl

2 Authority, sinee its estahlislttnent through the Cttnttttonwealth Development

3 /\U\l1Ot'tty Act tit‘ I984. has succeeded in its statutory mandate over the course of

4 the last 36 years However. as global and regional economte landscapes change

5 and industries evolve. there ts a need to amend the statutory language for the

6 challenges of the 2 l “ (‘entury

7 The purpose of the Commonwealth Economic Development Authority is

8 to be the primary agency tasked with the eeonomlt development of the

9 Commonwealth. and to be empowered to undertake this mandate with the

10 exibility to become proactive tn the pursuit of industries and irtvesttnents thztt

ll will strengthen the C.\IMl economy.

l2 Section 3. Global Amendment. '1 he references tn Dtvtsiun l0 0l"l‘itlc 4

13 and Chapter l3 of Division 5 of 'l'ttlc 4 of the Commonwealth Code and all

14 references in any contract. lixecuttte Order. rule, regulation or document to the

l5 “Commonwealth Development Authorit)” or "CDA" shall he amended to or read

16 as the "Commonwealth Economic Dex elopmcnt Authority" or “[‘l-QDA"

t1 Section 4. Amendment. litle 4. Division to. Chapter 2. § l0Z03(a) is

I8 amended to add new sttbscettons (1). (2). (3)_ (4) and (5) to read as follows and to

to appropriately re—number subsequent subsections accordingly:

20 “LU To assist tn the detelunmcnl of the economic development nlan fur

21 the (‘mnmonvtc-nltlt. and control and ttnplctncttt that nttrt ofllit: nlun ussttmetl to tt

'12 by the Govemor of the CNMI.
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ll) To be resnonsihle lktr actitclv brumuttng thi: CNMI as a location for

grivutc investment.

ts) '10 DrOmO\C and CHCOUIEIEC the Cl\<Ml and dcvclonmcnt of ncw

busincsscs within the Coinmonwealth. as well as nromute the retention and

5 cxgansion of cxisting businesses

[M Tu urumott: and cncuuruue the t!XnL\nS|Or1£t§§§V&!|OpmCnl of mzirkct

fur thtz Droducts nl thc t‘N.\/ll and to CHCOUTHEC thc Establishment nf commercial

linkaecs ul' CI\'Ml rimducts Within the CNMI tourism industrv.

(5) Tu coordinate. develop. and narticiriate in u|T-island invcstor missions

to uenerate interest and imcstmenl in the ('.\'Ml. vtith cmuhiisis iiii business

investments (‘rum thc Unitcd Suites ot'Amcrica "

Section 5. Amendment. litlc 4_ l')i\'tsitin 10. Chaplcr 3_ § W305 (bi I5

amcndcd to add a new subsection (5) to rend as folluws and to upprcipriatcly re-

numbtr subséqucnl subsections accordingly.

“(5) '10 nllncatc and cxncnd funds liir thc tgpuscs of uromotion of the

CNMI as at luciitinn for nriiatc il'WL‘StIt\t:t\\_ the expansion and IL‘!L‘nlit)n ot

cxistinu buinesscs. thc uroriintion and murkctiiiu of nmducts of the C.\IMI_ and

the undcrtakinu iii‘ prtimotiunal activities for CNS/II investments in line with thc

economic dcuzlonmcnt nlun for the CT\'.\/ll. inclusivc of investiir missions.

cntcrinil into professional sen icc aarccmenls. and thc cstiiblishmcnt 0t'ol'l'»island

investment uI'l'ic:s in accordance with tltc responsibilities uf tlic Authoritv

22 contained in 4 (‘MC § ltJZtl."v "

.3.
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Section 6. Scvcrabilitv. lfany provision nflhis Ac\ or ihc npplicaiion of

any such pmvismn lo any persnn nr C\|'UUm:li1HCC Sl’lUUlLl be held in\alid by u

cuur\ of eumpeiem jurl§dlCll<m_ ihe remainder ofihe Ael or ihe applieaiien ullils

provi>iuns \u persons or circumstances other than lhusc [0 which ii is held imalid

shall nui be affected thereby.

Seclinn 7. Savings clauwc. This Aci nnd any repeuler contained herein

shall not be cniislriled as alfcciing any existing right ncquircd undcr contract or

acquired under SIEIIHICS repealed or under any rule_ regulatinn or order adupicd

under the sialuics Rcpealers contained in ihis Aci shall nni affecl any preeeeding

insiiluted under or pursuani in prior l21V\ The cnacimeni nf ihc Am shnll nor have

ihc ciTcc\ nr terminating. ur in any Viki) m0difying_ any liabili\y_ mu or criminal.

which shall already he in cxisrcnce on the dale ihis Ac! becomes cffcclivc.

1"» SL“t!i0lI s. Effective date. This Aci shnll tak effect upon iisuppruval by

ihe Governor or upon ils btcnming lav» niihnui such apprni nl

mnini; J //.2 /-uz/ V »,:/w.’-\r'v~,-M _- ,
BM Q//l/ €4)7_/ lmruduced By: iv;//24 X '31” *1’

Rep. Angel A Demupun’

Reviamcml for 1.-en sullicicnc) bi:

Awnlf‘ ’ ~_~»_i,t
Hnufe l,<:gul Counsel
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