
Twr..\1TY-Srcoxn NORTHERV MARIAN/\S C().\/IMONWEALTH

LE(;lSLA'l'lfRlZ

l\ TIIF Horsr. or Rl>‘Pl(lISllV\TATl\lL§

Session, z0z| H. B. 22- (0!

A BILL FOR AN A(‘T

'10 repeal >‘l;\lulCS running lo public ollicials’ nancial disclosures and rc—cnaCt

lhem a> the Pubhc Ufcial Disclosure /\c\ M2021.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 22‘" NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

\

1 Seclinn 1. Findings nnu Purgosc. The Luglslalurc nd< that marl) all

2 slatcs and Icrriluric require public um::i1\|§ m le mine 1)pt\\l'nanci1\ldis/closure

3 um Legislature ulso nds that nancial disclosure laws are required of public

4 nfcials hccause they enable (he public n» c\a]uu\c pulcnliul conicts of intcrcsl.

5 dc\cr 0nn'uplion_ and mcreasc public cundcx\cc in gover|nner\\. Addiliunull). nn»

6 [.L:gis|L\lur: nds mm mbu>| nancial dlsclosure luus encourage public Ofclab In

7 be mmdful ufp0lenli:|| u\nicl> ufinleresl ma: their holdings prcscnl and nun lhitm

2; remain accnunuablc. The Legislalurc nds that a public nrm-.a1’s murcc 01'

0 earnings_ in\uslmcnl<. and prupcrlim <hou|d no! inuence wlml nun who

10 inlroduccsorsuppons. UnI'urlu1\u\clync\m'enl(‘NMI lav\srcgardmg diss:Insure>ul'

1 1 publlc ofcials‘ nancial infnnnnunn arc nu! cund\|ci\c to lmlxsparcncy.

I2 '1 he Legislature funhcr nd.~ that (‘NW1 Public Law 8»l 1. also known as
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l lhe "(mwmmcnt Ethics Codc Act of I992." rcquircs public olilicials in submit a

2 nancial statement nliintcrcsl to the Office ul'thc Public Auditur. H\W\C\'Cl’. such

3 linancinl slatcmcnts are "ltcpt strictly condential unles> the p::r>un rcquircd in le

4 a Sldlémcnl 01' |il\L\!\\:iul inlcrcsl hu> gum the Public Auditnr prior \\ritlen apprmal

S in make Such in|'ormati<m mailahle lo lhe gcncrul public.“ [he Uice ulilhc Public

6 Auditor uct= as a rcposituq. nhcre such statements of lilldCi(Al inlcrcsls arc slored

7 but kept awn) |i'un\ lhc public cyc.

8 Thi> Act adopts “Ell-€>l€ibli>l|CLi and timc—tcstecl rules so 4w to amid an)

0 cluims that thc>c ld\\> ucrc drafted with an agcnda that targeu um: pcrsnn nr party.

I0 Thc pcople lime the righl tn knovt ilipublic i>liicit\|< haw bccmnc cnrichcd whilc

I I holding mudcsl paying p0§i£inn>. or il' politicians haw mudc qucstionahle or

12 suspicinus cconomic gains \\hilc in public oliicc. lhc people have the righl to know

13 which public servunt.~‘ turned u\c-rugc aulurics into extruurdinar) vseullh and

14 holdings Ihis lcgislation vtill only impair those \\ho >cel\ to conceal wealth and

I5 hide assets. ln lhc spirii l>lmn<p-.n¢nc~;. accountability . and good guvcrnuncc. it is

16 imperative that we embracc and fullon puhlic disclosure laws that exi<t in nearly

l7 all slatc> and lcrritorics.

18 lhe intent of lh|> Act is to rcpcul slatulcs relating to public \>liiciu|s'

19 nancial dl§ClOSUI€S and re-cnuct thcm as the Public ()lYcial Disclnsure Acl oi

Z0 ZUZI.

2| Scvlion Z. Rcgcal and Re-Enactmcut. 'l illc l. Di\ ision 8. Part 4. (‘haptcr

.1.
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l 2, Financial l)i<cl0sure. >:'c\im\§ Xill In 8513 01' lhc ('un\moi\»\cl\llh Fade am‘

2 hereby repealed and rc»cnactcd as fo]lo\\>:

3 “§ B511. Title.

4 This Chapter shall be knm\1\l\nd maybe cild as the “Public Oicial

5 Disclusure /\cz of Z02 l

6 § 8512. Denitions for Purposex nf'l'his Act.

7 (J) For purposes Mthis Act. the icrm "ul'l'1cial" means any person

8 cleclcd to an) public u|’l'|c¢ in lhr ('<v|mm\m\cu|ll\ olilliu T\'onh=:rn Marianas

0 Islands and any pcrsnn appuinlcd. wilh lcgislalivc concurrence or by the

10 (‘nm|i1m|\\€ii|l|1ulilhu I\0r(h:m Marianas Islands Legislature. no any public

l l oflice. lu include. but n01 limited mi

I2 (1 I all clcclcd ollicialsz

I3 (2) nfcmls uppnimed b; ihe Guwrnur \\hn>c appuinlmcnl

14 is <ubjcc\ no xhe c0i\sn:nlnli\l1c CNMI l.c;_1i§luture_ eXC€pl ev-ofcio

15 and suidcnl members uf Boards and ('un1mi>>ions in their cupucil)

16 a< members of Such Boards and Cmnmissions; and

l7 (3! lhc chin-1' c.\cculi\c ollicurs. by uhu\c\ ur lillc the; may

18 he known. 01' all ugcncics anal inslrun\cnluli\i<:s ufihc gmcrnniciil

I9 uliihe (‘nm|m»n\~c.\|1h uflhc I\'onhcrn Murinnu> Islands whclhcr or

10 no: conmmiun b; ihu CI\1\/ll Lcgislalurc is required.

.3.
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1 <4: all il\Lii\iLiUiii> who arc given or dz-tlcgalcd iiullwfil) by

3 un clcciud oiciu] nr appoinied oiciz\]_ with sale izxpsndilure

3 authnrilyr to apprmc cmilracls for }'7fUC\ifCmti’\l and change orders.

4 L\cmpl AIL‘ classied employees who do adminislratiw: processing

5 hut do nui have diwreiinn on zivurds.

0 ib) '1 hc tcrm candidaic means a candidazc to any public ofcc_

7 (c) '1 he term glli mca\n> .-<imeihingi»i'\a1ue mluniarily iran>|'erred

X from one pan; iu anullicr viiihoui COmpl:nSL\\i(m or lnOm:lL\r}' C\)l\Si(iCl'Ei[iO!\.

Q (d) Thu [Cm] fund IUCHHS Ll sum nliinunei or mher material resources

10 available for the use of an uliicial or candidaic or anyone acting on his

ll hcl\.\||'.

I2 (0) lhc \Cl'H‘| assc\ nimns an ilem nfinlue owned or in which cxisis

I3 a bcncliciul imcnzsl.

I4 § 8513. Report to he Filed With the Office of lhe Puhlic Audilnr.

15 la) Fach ofcial shall iilc \\iih the Oiiicc (vflhc Public Audiior_ on

I6 nr bcllnc Augusl 1 uiiihc rst your 01' umiclnicnl. Lind Mn) I cvcr) ycur

I7 ihcrcacr of each calendar year. a nrinen repnn containing the nancial

13 iniimniiiiivn required hi ihi< (‘hupm cmcring lhc preceding calendar par

1‘) (or other }car if lhc individual ofcial lcs u ('omnmn\~callh of the

20 Norilicrn Mcirimias Islands lnuomc '1 LIX Rchim cuicring il period \\li’\€l' than

Z1 lhu calcndur year). Each uliicial shull also 111: u “T111011 felon) comicuon

. 4 .
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I repen within thin; (30) days utcnniieunn eta felon; in enurt. or within

2 thirty (30) days nfenaetmenr hereof. regardless olvihether an appeal may

3 he or hm been led. and regardless til" whether the euse has been sealed.

4 Eaeh eandidate nhu is not an nicial <hall le \\ith the Office of the Public

5 Auditor on the date he les l’\lS petition fur candidacy a written report

6 containing the nantlal inllirntatitvn required h) this Chapter entering the

7 preceding calendar )eur (or other )ear if the lditilllli uieitil liles a

8 (‘omtnnnnealth of the Northern Mariana Islands lneoinc lax Return

9 emering a period other than the calendar yeur). Lld El vtritten report

10 itemi/.ing an) and all ofliis (elnn) emu teuuns. whether public nr under scttl.

ll that ha\e not been dismissed upon successful appeal_ vacated by n c0ur\_ or

2 cleared by 1| grunt ul'execnti\c pardon. I'he lelnny eun\ictitm repurt is u

l3 statement describing each offense for which n felony cnm ietinn was entered

I4 in u court of Inn. within or vtitlitiut the United SlL\l:'S_ scaled or nor.

5 including the address ofthe court‘ date nfconvicrinn. and sentence impied,

16 l|\e Public Auditur shall grant extensitvns lkir the ling uftinaneiztl rcpnrts

l7 herein required by nfticials; prmided. hm-\e\er_ that such extension shall

I8 not exceed sin) da}s (60) days hcyund Ma) l ur the due date of eueh

I9 calendar )ear.

.5_
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l (bl lhe reports required to be liled under Subsection (at) of this

2 Section shall he \cried in the manner permitted b) 7 C.\lC § 3305

3 ttmtttrttttttn Under Penal!) ot‘l’crjury).

-t to All reports led pursuant tt» \l1lS Section shall he maintained by

5 the ()ice ofthc Public Auditor tts public records axailahle for inspection.

6 Copies of the reports shall be furnished to the public. upon the payment of

7 reasonable copying lees. lihe Public Auditor shall issue ti certicate

R certifying that an oicial or candidate htts liled his reports ns required h_t

9 this Chapter.

l0 (d) ll‘ an tiiciul or eundidztlc tlies tiller he hns been granted an

ll c.\tension for ling the nancial disclosure report. the Public Auditor shall

I2 hate L! statement placed in the lile til‘ lhc ulilicittl or candidate that slates:

13 ‘Unable to lile Financial Disclosure Report as El result of death on

14 (date oftlealhl’.

l5 § 8514. Contents Of Report.

I 6 (u) l he linttnciul report ofthe tillieiul or candidate as required in this

I7 Chapter shall include a complete account <\l' the t\icial‘s or candidates

I8 gross incomc und that ofhis spouse and dependent children. For the purposc

I9 of this Chapter. gross income shall be defined as set lltrth in Section 61 Ul

20 the lnlcrnul Revenue Code til" I954. as amended (Z6 USA‘ 6| ). The report

.(,.
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l of incumc shall >pccilica1|y indlcatc. though not to the exclusion of other

Z ilcnis |is\cd in Section 61, lhe llilluviing inllvrinuliunz

3 (1) The names and addresses ofall persons and nrganizalions

4 frnm whum VHIS rccuncd by ihe oicial nr cnndldalc or on his behalf

5 mm his Lnovilcdgc and consent, any honcvrarium or coinpensaliun

(1 for ser\ic:>. including lL'c5_ ciimrni.~'<mn.<_ <a|.1rics. and similar

7 i\Cm<. and lhc amoun! of such honorarium or compensation lhr

8 ser\ice>. if nul inuncy. llic suhsuincu M rho honorarium or

9 compensaiimi and the uppr€llS€d \8lU€ thereof:

Ill (2) (imss inwmc dcrivcd from busincs> cnicrpriscs

ll including lhc amoum ihereull the nalurc hf his imcrcsl in rhc

12 bilsincss. and the namc< and addrc>sc> olisuch busincs>:

13 (3) An ileinizarinn nfall gains derived from dealings in rcul

14 prupc). including ihc rla\niC> and addrc>si:> i,1">¢11¢r und purchumr

I5 and n brief description oflhe iransaclion \\lIlCl1 \<ml< place;

lb (4) The >0Ul'CC> from which wcrc (lL‘fl\C(l incomc (mm

17 inl€r€>l and ihc umuunts llierenf;

18 (5) lhc sources from V\l"llCl1 rcnrs V\CfC dCfl\Cd and rhc

1‘) amounr thereof;

20 (6! '1 he sources from which H\)'JlliL!> v\crc dcrivcd and lhc

21 amounts rhcrcof;

.7_
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l (7) lhc sources from \‘Ll'\lCl1 diudends were denied and the

2 timuunts tlic-mil’:

3 (8) |'he names and addresses u|'a|l persons and urgaiii/uliuns

4 frnm uhom l1C\‘CCCl\Cd llSSiS\L\CC in the discharge of indcbtcdncss

5 and the aggrcgatt: amount (\fL\pprE1lSCd \ alue thereof,

b (9) llCmlLL1\i0n of incmnc or benets dcri\cd from

7 distributinn t\|' the uiciul's or candidate's sharc in any partnership

8 Of p>lL‘Ssit\nal group. and the names and addresses ofall pcrsnns

<> and Qrgani/Alitvns mm \\h0sc payltlcttts such distributions are

ll) made; pfU\i(lC(.l. l"|£)\\'C\Cf_ that no such names and addresses nccd

ll he furnished uhen the distribution tn the uliliciul ur candidate from

12 any such pcrson or organization in staid my is less than Qnc

l3 l'hnus-and l'Jn|l.1rsl$l.f)00)_ ur vihcn said disclosure is durugutimi u|'

14 u privilege granted by law

15 (10) tieinimiinn Minemne LlCfl\c‘d rmm an estate or trust in

16 which the ofcial or candidate has an intcrcsl and the nature ofthat

17 interest

IX (bl The report shall list all gifts lo thc ollicial or candidate which in

1'4 aggregate value eweed One llundrud Dullars ($100) in the year {mm u

Z0 particular sourcc. Included in the report shall be thc name and addrcss of

Z] the d0|ior_ the amount or \alue of his gills. and a description thereo The

_ 3 _
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I report shall also contain the name and address ofa donor to the ofcial or

2 candidate_ his spouse and/nr his dependent children when the amuunts or

3 ialues olisuch gills given iii the course of a calendar year from a particular

4 source exceed Fit: Hundred l)Ull1ll'> ($500). and shall describe each such

S gift and the value thereof.

6 (cl The report shall list assets held by the tililieial nr candidate. b)

7 his spouse (tr dependent children. Or h) any er them juinll}. The list shall

X inelude the \alue rifeiieh £\SSt!\ and J bricfdescription therenf. but househuld

9 lhmishings and personal cects need rim be reported.

ll! (d) 'l he report shall inelude the names and addresses ulieaeh person

ll and organivatioii in vrhnni the ullicial or candidate-_ his viife, or dependent

12 children. er L\) er them jeintli 0\\C llll aggregate amount in excess of Five

1 Thousand Dollars ($5.000), and iiielude £1 statement ntithe lnlal aggregate

14 indebtedness ulithe uieial or candidate and such family members

I5 te) The n:p<\i’\ shall include a statement titan) funds established h)

lti the uflieial or candidate ur on his bchalll to assist him in defray ing CXpcnSCS

l7 which may be incurred h} reason nthis being an i»l‘t'ieiei| er eandidate The

18 report shall set ieriir the names and addresses of all persons ccintrihuling to

l9 the lunds_ the aniiniiii of each cniitrihutioii_ and the amount til‘ ezieh

20 expenditure from such funds. and the purpose er each such erperrdrwre.

_A]_
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1 §8Sl4.l Contents of Reports Filed by Appointee: In or Members

2 of Boards and Commissions.

3 .\l<\l\\ilhslanding an) other pmvismn nl‘ Public um. all appointees

4 lo Buards and (ummissions of lhc gm cmmcm all the Commonvucallh of

5 the \'orlhern Marianas lslunds. shall be requlred m disclose and submit a

6 nancial rcpnrl conlainmg only informzuion where conicts of inlcrcst or

7 pussiblc cunicns nf mmesl axis! Jl lhe time nfappmmment or as may be

8 cxpcclcd \<> exist during mhcur rcnurc ofscnicc on xh: Buard or Commission

<> l0 “ham the) are being appulnled. Such mllvrmuliun shall mcludc conicts

1U untcrcst or pnS<lblC cunllicls ul'inln:rcs\s wilh the appuimcds or mcmbcr's

l I place ulemplu) menl. an) cnul) in which me Llppolnlce or member serves

12 us u dirccmr or cnnsullanl [0 and any unlit) lo “hich the appuinlcc or

13 member nr 2| l1\n1il} member mlw iippuilllcc Ul’ mcmhcr owns an lnlcrcsl

H of Me pcrccnl (5%! or more in. A fannl) mcmhcr shall be dened as any

I5 rclulivc by hluud or murriugc or cohubimliun in lien uhmurriageg within lwn

I6 (2) dcgrccs 0f<:(\nsL\l\g\|i!\it}. ln the event that any conicxs ufmteresus. as

17 dcncd herein. arise SLll1SL‘qUL'l ID ll mcmbcs appninlmcml the member

18 shall. vsilhin thin) (30) da) s ofxhe knowledge of such cnnicls of in\eres(_

I9 lllc un znncndcd report with \hc Cumxnonwcullh nllhu l\orlhcm Muriunns

20 l5|&nd> Olcc ul' lhc‘ Publlc Audilor or b) lhc next ling deadline.

21 v\l\ichc\'er i> summer. l-"or purpusus oflhis Subsccliun. ‘cunllicls 01' inlcrcsl‘

_|(]_
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l shall be dcncd under the provisions oflhc (‘omlrmnvwallh oflhe Northern

2 \/Iariunu> Is1and> Cudc. In (he :\ em rhul nu cunicls o1'intcrc<\§ 0r pussiblc

3 conius u1'in1crcsrcxi<r_\he repon shall sure that ‘nu coniczexis1s.'The

4 ()iTce 0|‘ rm Public Audilor >hal1 pmpm supurulc disclosure rcporls

5 specically for Buard and Curmrnssimi members. ln the evem that an)

6 Board 0|’ ('u|mnis5inn is rcquircd to upprou: rm pllrchusc <>mn ilcm from

7 an) source in vshich an) of in members may haw a conict ufin\crcs\

X dcscribud hereini such mcmbcr >ha|l disclose for the rccord_ tho nalnrc oi‘

11 such conict and .<h@|| append a mp; ui'lhc minulcs ufsuch mccling lo rm-

1U nancial disclosure rcpnri

ll 8515. Ofce ofthe Public Auditor.

12 On or bcforc Mu) 1 or the dUC date nfcwr) calendar year. the Oflice

I3 oflhc Public Audimr shall cans: to have pubhshed in J nan spuper M‘ Iucal

14 clrcululiun my £1 pcriod Or lhrcc <2» crmsccurivc days £1 rcporl containing

I5 {herein the names ofall uiciuls “ho have not lilcd their rcporls as required

lb by um Chuplcr at mgr ccn us» days preceding llu: clcclion for nhich

17 \hc candidmc has led.

13 § S516. Failure In File: Punishment.

19 (u) An) ufcial nr candidme who fails ro lc a nancial rcpon

Z0 rcquircd by lhi> Chapter. 0|" who knowing!) and willful]; lilcs a lhlsc

21 nancial rcpurl und this Chaplcr shall be gulily olia misdcmcanor. Tm

.11.
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1 Oicc of the Public Audiwr shall rcpmi lo lhc Allomcy Geneml (or

2 upprupriulc uclion the namc ufun) oiciul or Cl"l(llLl€llC who fails to lc a

3 nancial rupon rcquired b) lh|> Chapter. or uhu in ii» profcssiniizil

4 judgnicnl has k|n\\\|ngl) led n liilsc rcpon. This Suction shall nm be

5 conslrucd to permii pmscculion of H person “ho nnimenlionally led an

6 crmncnus rcpon. vshich rcpon shall be subjcci to C0\'TCCllOn.

7 (b) An) ofcial nr candid-me who l'a|l~ m le a lclun) cnmicliun

s rcpnrl fqulftll b; this Cllilpltf. nr Wh lmowlngly and willingly lcs ll

9 felon) conviction rcporl llial conmins false or misleading inlivrrnaliun. shall

IU bu guill) ofu felon) . punishable by apcnod ofincarccralion olnol le>s than

ll nine!) (4)0) da) s and not more lh-on lhree 13) 3 can. wilh u maximum lino of

ll lii\c Thousand Dollars ($5.000) for each non»di>clos:d ll-Inn) conucuon.

13 'l hc stamle of liiniialmm fur lhi.» u|Tcnsc shall be vu (5) ycurs from \he

I4 end olilhc pcnincnl pcrind 01' gm crnincnl sun icc or candidacy

I5 Section 3. Severability. ll‘-an) prm i.-inns ulilhis /\cl or the uppliculiun of

I6 an) >uch provision lo any person or circumswncc should be hcld im alid by a coun

17 of culllpclcili Jllrlidlcllm the remainder ill" mi- ’\cl UT lh€ applicalimi i-1‘ its

18 provisions to persons or circumstances (vlhcr than thnsc to which it is held in\ alid

1‘) shall nol be abclcd lhcrch}.

20 Section 4. Savings Clause. lhis Ac! and an) rcpcalcr contained hcrcin

21 shall not 11¢ cnnslrued as aecling any ktxlsling right acquired undrrr cunlracl or

.12.
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acquired ur\dCr statutes repealed DI’ under any l’HlL‘_ rcgu|n\i0n_ UT ordcr adopted

under the .<uuue>_ Rcpculm cunmincd in lhis Au shall not l\l1'm any proceeding

insniuncd under or pursuant to pnor lav». lhc cnactnmnt oflhc Act shall not have

the ellbcl ultcmllnaung. ur in un) VH1} xnudifyingl An} liability. c|\il or criminal.

which shall already bc in cxlslcncc on the date lhis Act become; effective

6 Section 5. Effective Dale. [his Act shall takc cffccl upon its approval b)

\he Gmcrnor. or its becoming la\\ wuhnul such apprmul.

Proled. 5 l ll ll"?/l
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