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Session. 2021 H. B. 22- 01

A BILL mu AN ACT

ll» rcpcal and rvcnacl 1 (‘MC §7~ll)7(l) m sllilerl the pcnally for
anwnc who viululcs lhc slalcd mmvcl fCS[l‘lCliOn1 and lb: olher
purpmex

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 22\" NORTHERN MARIANAS
(‘()MM().\lWl-'.ALTH LEGISLATURE:

l Section l, Findings and Purgosc. The Legislature nds that the CNMI i>

Z Facing a scvcru C\J\)l\\)l\"liC crisis. In FY Z017. lhcrc was an S8 million dccil; in I‘Y

3 2018. a $25.8 million decit; and l|'\ Z019. an S88 million dccil. While lhcrc is no

4 duubl lhlll Super l)]7l1L)\) Yulu plu) ed .1 large rule in our decit for FY ZUI ‘I. lhcrc

5 really is no xalicl excuse fur decit >p:nding in FY 2017 and FY 20l8. other lhun

6 llic lhcl ll1L\[W:! had =1 gmcrnmcrll zhal failed \0 be scal]; C&)>L‘f\(lli\C and U) livc

7 Willii it; means‘ The l.cgl>|alur: éiL‘l\ll\v\\l<:£lgCS lhul g(Y\'C|‘l\l'HCl\l U\c‘TS}'lCl‘l(lll\g

s and ilk‘ TRISUSC Mplllwllc laxpa} or funds hu> uonlribulcd [O our growing dclicil. 1\§

9 CNMI g0\'el’l'lI€nl offcials pul auneril; lllcasurcs in place lhln include lhc

lU nzducliml of work hours lkvr h:lrd\wrl\lng from lirlc cmpluyccs. lhc Lcgislenurc

I I arnmls auslcrlly measures mus! also include pulling an cnd to illegal govcrnnlcnl
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1 miwl pmciiccs. such us llltgllll} paying for tirsi class uckcis using guiernmcnn

2 funds.

3 The Lcgislulurc acknowledges and supports l C.\/IC §7407(l1uhich suncs.

4 " lhe Cunununwcullh (imcnuneiu sh._\|l nu! puH;|1u>L‘ ur furnish For or reimburse lo

5 any L‘mplo)cc. conlracloin board member. or ()\lICf person rcquircd tn travel on

6 hclialf of the (imeriunenl. us dcpurlim-nls_ divisions. ugeiicics. and aulunumous

7 ag<:n::ics_ an zurlinc lickel fur \ra\cl in rst class, business class. or an) l\lh€r

8 premium Cl1.\.~.~ dcsignuliun |l”Ll\Cl agents isslling tickets fur govcrnmcnl imvcl

9 shall only bc paid éil lhc regular economy fare or its equhaleiu. An) govcmnlcnl

10 en\p|<\)€€ vihu cuuscs am airline lickel in be issued in \|u|.uiun ufihis scclinn shall

ll pay a ciul line ulunc-lhuusand dollars."

I2 Despilc l (‘MC U-l07(l) being \cr) clear in its inlcnl. uhich is l0 pruhibil

I3 the Commonucalih (i0\crnmer\1 from purchasing lirsl class lickcls for guvcrnnicul

14 or nun—g0\'ernmcnl cmplu}/&‘C> and cwcn including ll $1.000 ci\ r1 nc for cvcry

15 »iola1inn_ this law has been coniinuall; iruinplcd on nvcr rcccm ycars_ rcsulling in

16 hundreds uflhuusnnds Mdullurs waslcd. and to udd iusull lo CNMI laxplqcrs. no

17 cixil nes lime exer been issued. Nu one is abmc ll1L:]uv\_and llicru arc ccruiiuly

18 nuexcepliruismihis1:iu.yc\ it cunuuucs in be \i0lulcd.

19 lhc Lcgislaxure nds that during lliis limc of HUSICHI) and nancial

2U unccnuiniy. it is impcrL\li\‘C ihal uc pmiccl our scarce nancial rcsuurccs.

2| cspctiilll) from lhosc uhu uolalc Cumniunucallh la\\s they sworc to uphold.

.3.
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I 'l'hcrcfr>r¢_1he purp<\.<e\1i‘lhis.'\clisloumcnd l L'MC §74U7(1] to subn lhc pcnL\1\)

Z for anyone who \iulalcs ihc slated tra\e1 I'€Slf|Cl|(\n. and for other purposes. For

3 purpn>€~‘ oflhis >uuliun_ u Uckci includes bur shall mu ho limited to cach l1'\di\'idLl1\]

4 rra\ci scgmcnr regardless K\f\\hEIi\E!f rhere IS only one culleclhe far: or hooking.

6 re-cnaclcd mu read us follows:

> Setlion 2. Regeal and re-enact. 1 ('\/[(‘ §74u7(n I5 hereby rcpealcd and

7 "(U .1r'r/are m/i-ii/iim \l0l\\ilhSlzxndi|\g any 12\V\9. statutes. rulcs or

8 rcglilalirms or execume orders to rhc cmllrary rhu C\m‘|nm|‘|v\CLll\h

9 Gm crnmcnl shall nor purchase or furnish ft)!" or rcimbursc to any cmploycci

10 cnmracmr. board memhcr. or olhcr pcrsun required to mmzl on behalf uf

II the (imcrnmcvil. lb dcpanmcnis. divisions. ag\:nci&:>. and autonomous

I2 agcncics. an airline ticket for 1ra\e1 in rsl c|u>s. hu>inc>sc|a>s. uran) mhcr

I3 prumium C|L\$S designL\m>r\ l'ra\c| agents is>uing rickcu 11» gmcmmcnl

14 travel shall (ml) be paid dl m= regular cculluln) (arc or an cquhalcm. Any

15 pcrsun \ru\cling un bchull'o1'1hc CNX/ll (i0\'crmncn(_ lhc auth<\ri7ing and

1!» rcquircd signa\0r}.1\|\d lm\e|agem\\hn cz1u<es an airline nuke! u> be i.-<ued

17 in \iulauo1\ uiirhis sccrion shall pa) rcsriiuririn as dclcrmincd by the cnun

IX in an amuum equal in lhc difil-rcncc hct\\ccr\ rhc rsl cla>s {arc or ihc

I9 prohibited fur: and rhc regular ccnnnm) full fare. pay 4 ne ofonc thousand

20 \c dnllarsi and he subject In imprlsnnlnenl for up In one year per mm.

2i For purpn.~"e~ n|' rhi~ .~cclin|\. £1 ticket inc|\|dc>. hm shall] nui he limilcd ur

_3_
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1 Clltjll individual trawl .~cgmcnt. rc|_4ardlc>s of whclhcr lhcrc is only onc

Z cnllcciive fare or brmldng.“

3 Scclinll 3. Scwrahilih. lra} pruwlsluns ulilhis /\i;l or lhc application of

4 an) such f7fU\l>lUl1 lU kin} pCISl\l\ or circnmilance Shllld he held invalid by Z1 cnurl

5 nf CUITIPCICHI jurisdiciiun. lhc rcmaindcr of this Am 0r the applltalln of its

6 prmisiom N pBr>un> or clrcunlslullccs other ll\a|\ thus: in which i1 is held invalid

7 shall not hc am-czcd lhL‘l’Cb}.

8 Scclian 4. Savings Clause, lliis Ac! and an) repealer contained herein

9 shall nol be Cualfutd llS ulltcling n} cxiqing right acquired under contractor

I0 acquirnd undcr slatulcs repealed or under an} rule, reguldlln. ur order adupied

ll undcr lhc statutes. Rcpcalcrs contained in ihis Aci shall nol ullcci an) procccding

I2 insmuled under or pursuzlnl u» prior law lhc cnlicuncni niiliu Am shall nol haw

l3 [ht grim 0flcrrninating_ or in an) VH1) miiiiiiyiiig. any liability. mil or crinnnal.

l-l which shall already he in exiuence un lhc dial: thi_» /\cl bULIk\l’\IL’: c|'|'ccli\'c.

l5 Svvtion 5. Ellectiwe Date. Thi> Acl shall lake cflccl upon its apprmal b)

l(> ilie (invernnr, nr 11> hecnming la“ \\lll'|n\|l such lipprmlll.

Proled: S//5/U”
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