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Session, 2021 H. B. 22- O0

A BILL FOR AN ACT

In amend I (‘WC §2901 in require newly appointed persons to undergo
certication training in regards to the Open Ciovemment Act (OGFUI and for

other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 22*” YORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMO.YVVEALTH LEGISLATURE:

1 scciiun l, Findings and Purpose. lhc Legislature nds that the Open

2 Gmemment Aei (O(.iA) contains priwisitins as to hon all public beards.

‘i cninmissinns. councils, CUl\‘lmllli)c‘>. departments. and other public agencies are to

4 conduct themselves. The OGA. as amended by various public la\ts_ sets ii standard

5 that dcc|nrcs_ uith narrovi exceptions. that all gniemment meetings imd public

6 reeerds shall be open tu the public. Such factors thiii must be displayed are the

7 iintiecs. date: iime_ lncatioii. and items tn be discussed in forthcoming meeting The

8 OGA was established to provide effeetiieness and triinspureiicy betvieen the (‘\IMl

1; Gnvemnieiii and the people they serve.

ll) The Legislature also nds that Title l section 2901 sets the general standard

ii pertaining appointments of ii\di\ iduals to serve on b0zirds_ agencies. commissions.

12 (ir positions. Such public agencies entities include the Cunimomiealth Ltililies
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1 Corporation. Cummonvieulth Development Authorit). Commonwealth Casino

2 Culnntission. the Nnnneni Marianas College. and sn forth. These neul) appotnled

3 individuals. man) of which requires lcgislatiw approval. will be sorting nn

4 rcspectitc bodies that are gmcrncd by the OGA. Cognicant of such circumstance,

5 it is imperative for ncttil) appointed individuals to familiarize lhcmselt es with the

is om nnni to their appmtal nrseniing nn a respectite board. commission. or other

7 position to enhance their capabilities in fullling their duciary duties;

x Therefore. the |1Lt|'p0S¢ iii‘ this Act is tn amend 1 cwc ezoot to require

9 nevtl} nppnintecl persons to undergo ccnication training in regards to the Open

to Gnverrtment Act |<)ti.»\).

tt Seetinn 2. Amendment. Subject to codication by the Law Revision

12 (‘mnmission_ Iitle I oithe Cornmnnvtealth Code section 290] is hereb) amended

13 by adding a new subsection that shall read as thlltm s:

14 ‘"‘§lUI. The CNMI La“ Revision Commission or its designee shall develop

15 and administer a training program with respect In the CNMI Open

16 Govemnrent Act tOGA) Such training program must be completed at the

17 appointees initial appointment as vtell as every lvto )ears thereafter. tmtl a

18 certicate of enmpletinn must be submitted to the appointees approving

19 body and tar entity ns tr mztndator}. prerequisite eiithe appointees titness to

20 servo in the appointed capacity.

.3.
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l 102. The CI\t\/ll Lzm Revision Commission is hereby authorized to

2 promulgate all mles and regulations and establish and collect reasonable

3 fccs nssoeiated vtith the administration of this program. The appointees

4 costs for attending and certilicatinrt than he horn: by the appointee's t

5 rcspcctivc board. agency. commission. or ]'1O§iliOnS."

6 Section s. Severabilig. If Gm} prtwisitttts hr this Act 01‘ the application of

7 any such prm tsion to any person ot circumstance should be held imalid ht a court

8 oi" competent jurisdiction, the remainder 01' this Act or the applicatinn of its

9 provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held intnlid

10 shall nut be allected lhereb).

ll Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and an) repealer crtntttineti herein

12 shall not be construed as affecting any existing right. acquired under contracr or

13 acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule. regulation. Of order adopted

14 undcr the statutes. Rcpealcrs contained in this Act shhll nut affect an} proceeding

15 instituted under or pursuant to prior lau. The enactment ofthe Act shall not hm e

16 the effect <>t'tenhih=nihg_ or in an) “tn marrying, ) liability ci\il or criminal‘

17 which shall already be in existence on the date this Act becomes ellectit e.

18 Section S. Effective Date. This /\ct shall take effect upnrt its apprmal by

1‘) the Governor. 0|’ its becoming la“ without such apprmalt

Preled: 6/~11? /5157*
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