
TWENTY-SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH

LEGISLATURE

IN THE H0usE or REPRESENTATIVES

Session, 2021 H. B. 22- '7!

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To clarify thc powers of the CNMI Cannabis Commission and make
needed changes to the Commonwealth Code to support adequate

development of the Cannabis Industry in the Corrunonwealth.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 22"” NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Finding and Purpose. The Legislature nds that the

Taulamwaar Sensible CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018 became law on September 21,

“ 2018 and was subsequently amended by CNMI Public Law 21-5, The Governor, in

his transmittal letter to the Legislature upon enactment of Public Law 2l-5,

recommended additional changes to some provisions of the Act (House Govemor’s

Communication 21-66).

Further, the Legislature nds that in the initiation of the industry and the

establishment of the regulations and processes for regulating the cannabis industry,

the CNMI Cannabis Commission has identied the need for statutory amendments

to ensure the adequate functioning of the industry and to promote a robust

regulatory system for cannabis liccnsces to adhere to.
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Section 2. Amendments. 4 CMC § 53001, et seq., the Taulamwaar Sensible

CNMI Cannabis Act of2018, is hereby amended as follows:

A. 4 CMC § 53054(a) is hereby amended to read as follows:

“(a) Except for licensees and licensee representatives acting within the

5 scope of and in compliance with 4 CMC § 530491i). it is unlawful for any

person to engage in the use, display, or exhibit ofmarijuana items in a public

place or in the presence ofa person under 21 years of age.”

B. 4 CMC § 530l2(e) is hereby amended to read as follows:

9 “(e)

Notwithstanding any

law or regulation to the contrary, the Commission shall immediately

implement a homegrown marijuana registry system upon the effective date

of this Act. The absence of homegrown marijuana registry system

regulations should not prohibit any person 21 years of age or older from the

cultivation of homegrown marijuana, as long as the marijuana is cultivated

in accordance with the guidelines dened in this chapter and the person

obtains a homegrown marijuana registry card when made available by the

Commission.

C. 4 CMC § 53034 is here by amended by amending subsection (a) and

deleting subsection (b) to read as follows:

.2.
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“(a) All licenses, both

current and those issued after the enactment of this Act, under this chapter

and renewals thereof shall be issued for a period of one year whieh—shal-l& from the date of official licensure.
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D. 4 CMC § 53074 is hereby amended to read as follows:

“The Department ofPublic Lands and all govemment entities shall lease or

use public lands for the purpose of establishing cannabis (marijuana or

hemp) businesses or establishments. This section does not apply to existing

public land leases with existing hotels or commercial builds, or on lands

located in the Northern Islands.

E. 4 CMC § 53031(b) is hereby amended to read as follows:

16 “(b) '' ~ ‘ ' ~age 
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the Commission shall require the books of any licensee to be maintained

on the nremises of the licensee and must be canable of nroducina the

books of the licensee upon request by the Commission in exercising its

l 4 right to make an examination of the books.”

l 18

S F. 4 CMC § 53008 is hereby amended by the addition of subsection (r) to

read as follows:

“Lg The Commission may determine which infonnation in its possession

is unsuitable for nublic disclosure due to safety or security concems. and

to withhold the same from oublic insnection. cogyinsz or disclosure. The

Commission may determine which information is suitable for disclosure

and allow the disclosure and dissemination of the information. The Oftice

of the Public Auditor and the Attorney General shall have access and

authority to freely inspect. examine. audit. and nhotocopy all infonnation

in the Commission‘s possession unon request. includina but not limited to

all forms. agplications. contracts. security plans. lists. intemal procedures.

orders. or documents of any kind without regard to the manner of storarze

of the information. by it physical. electronic or otherwise.”

Section 3. Amendment. Title 4, Division 5. Chapter 21 of the

Commonwealth Code is hereby amended by adding a new section to read as

follows
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§l01. The Establishment of the CNMI Cannabis Commission

Regulatog Revolving Fund:

(a) There is hereby established within the Commonwealth Treasury a

CNMI Cannabis Commission Regulatory Revolving Fund which shall be

accounted for separately from the General Fund.

(b) All monies received from direct appropriation. or as payment of fees

pursuant to the Taulamwaar Sensible CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018 as

amended, and any nes collected by the CNMI Cannabis Commission shall

bc deposited into the revolving fund. Expenditure authority over the

revolving fund is vested in the Chairperson of the CNMI Cannabis

Commission. Revolving fund monies shall be available for expenditure

without further appropriation and without scal year limitations.

(c) The CNMI Cannabis Commission revolving fund and any sub-

accounts thereof shall be audited on an annual basis.

Section 4. Severability. lfany provision of this Act or the application ot

any such provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court

of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its

provisions to persons or circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid

shall not be affected thereby.

Section 5. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein

shall not be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or

.5.
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acquired under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation or order adopted

under the statutes. Repealers contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding

instituted under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of this Act shall not have

the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability civil or criminal,

which shall already be in existence at the date this Act becomes effective.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by

the Govemor or upon its becoming law without such approval.
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