
TWENTY-SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH

LEGISLATURE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Regular Session, 2021 H. J. R. 22- I 3

A HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

To authorize the Marianas Public Land Trust (MPLT) to receive and
administer $15 million dollars as a sub-recipient of the Coronavirus
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund from the American Rescue

Plan Act and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, the American Rescue Plant Act (”ARPA”) became law

on March 11, 2021 as U.S. Public Law 117-2, provides $350 billion dollars to

help states, counties, cities and tribal governments cover increased expenditures,

replenish lost revenue and mitigate economic harm from the COVID-19

pandemic. ARPA created the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund

("CSLRF") to assist the states with relatively exible funding to assist states and

territories in the identied areas including tourism and transportation for the

purposes of economic reco\'ery1 and

WHEREAS, in the Commonwealth, the Office of the Governor through the

Department of Finance is charged with the administration of the ARPA CSLRF

funds for the required purposes which are distributed in the form of grants or sub»

grants to eligible entities and non-governmental organizations to fund programs

where most urgently needed in our Commonwealth; and
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WHEREAS, the U.S_ Department ofTreasury has promulgated its Interim

Rule outlining the specics on the use of the ARPA funds which establish the

boundaries or guardrails required by statute and which include qualifying

expenses. Those boundaries include the use of funds to respond to or address thc

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) as a public health emergency or its negative

impacts including assistance, to impacted industries such as tourism, travel and

hospitality; and

WHEREAS, today our Commonwealth nds itself in even more

challenging economic times with the COVID-19 pandemic which has devastated

our tourism-based economy with the cessation of air travel; reduction of business

activity in our islands; reduced travel intra-island; and impact on transportation;

and

WHEREAS, following discussions with the Office of the Govemor a.nd

Secretary ofFinance the MPLT Trustees are inclined to participate with economic

recovery as a sub»grant recipient of $15 million in ARPA funds to address the

negative impact of COVID-19. See attached, October 5, 2021 Letter from

Govemor Ralph Dlg_ Torres re: $15 Million Dollar ARPA Sub-Grant to MPLT.

The purpose of the sub-grant is for MPLT to use its experience with investment

review to administer and manage further grant out ARPA funds consistent with

the CNMI and U.S. Department of Treasury requirements and guidelines under

parallel prudent investment or lending standards; and
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WHEREAS, as with prior loans or investments. the Trustees are

counseled that authorizing legislation is appropriate for the ARPA—MPLT Sub-

Grant of $15 Million Dollars for MPLT to administer for the Commonwealth

Govcmment through the Secretary ofFinancc/Ofce ofthe Governor; and

WHEREAS, the Trustees have determined that MPLT can assist and be a

sub-recipient of the ARPA program without affecting their primary duties and

responsibilities in carrying out their duciary duties as tmstccs in their investment

decisions; and

WHEREAS, The Ofce of the Govemor through the Secretary of Finance

and the Marianas Public Land Trust, through its Trustees, are hereby authorized to

implement through 21 sub-grant to MPLT with a Memorandum of Agreement for

the administration and monitoring of grant funds in the amount of$l5,000,000.00

from the CNMl‘s share of the ARPA CSLFRF. These funds shall be used to

respond and address the negative economic impact of COVID-l9 in the CNMI

through grant agreements in the areas of business recovery, tourism recovery,

transponation recovery and hospitality indusny recovery and other eligible uses;

and

WHEREAS, all funds disbursed pursuant tn this authorization shall

comply with the terms and conditions of a written and contractual Memorandum

of Agreement between MPLT and the Ofce of the Governor through the

Secretary of Finance as well as compliance with budget, nancial statements and
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1 reporting requirements as required by the United States Department of Treasury;

2 and

3 WHEREAS, this authorizing Resolution shall expire on December 31,

4 2026 which is four yea.rs after the effective date of this Resolution, or upon

5 certication by the Secretary ofFinance that grant funds have been fully disbursed

6 and grant conditions have been completed, whichever occurs last: and

7 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of

8 Representatives of the Twenty-Second Northern Marianas Commonwealth

9 Legislature, the Senate concurring, the authorization of the Marianas Public Land

10 Trust (MPLT) to receive and administer $15 million dollars as a sub-recipient of

11 the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund from the American Rescue

12 Plan Act; and

13 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED_ that the Speaker ofthe 1-louse of

14 Representatives and the President of the Senate shall certify and the

15 House Clerk and the Senate Legislative Secretary shall attest to the

16 adoption of this joint resolution and thereafter the 1-louse Clerk shall

17 transmit a copy to the Marianas Public Land Trust; The Honorable Ralph

18 DLG. Torres, Governor, Comrnonwealth of the Northern Mariana

19 Islands: the Honorable Gregorio "Kilili" C. Sablan. U.S. Delegate to the

20 United States Congress_ 117"‘ United States Congress; the Honorable

21 David M. Apatang. Mayor, the Municipality of Saipan; the Honorable

22 Edwin P. Aldan, Mayor, the Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan;
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thc Honorable Efraim Atalig, Mayor, the Municipality of Rota; the Honorable

Viccntc C. Santos, Mayor, lhe Municipality oflhe Northcm Islands.

Proled: //‘Y/1'17/7

Date: \ /Li Introduced by:

Reviewed for gal Sufcicncy by:

Ho\1sr:L'eg,a'l/ ‘0 ns l
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