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THE t OUSE 
FOURTH NORT HERN MARIANAS I COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 

FTRST REGULAR 1 SESSION . 1 984 

I 
FIRST DAY 

Monday, Ja nuary 9, 1984 

In accordance with the provisions of Section III of Public Law 3-96, of 
the Constitutio n of t he North ern Maria b n Islands~ the House of the Fourth 
Nortl1ern Marianas Commonwealth Le gislat ur e , First Regular Sessio n, 1984, was 
called to order a t 10:16 a.m ., Monday" January 9, 1984. in the Hou se Cham ber, 
Susupe, Saipa n, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. 

T he Hon or ahl e Benigno R. Fitial .. presided. 

S peak!"! _ Xi.ti!'l: Pursuant to Section III of Public La w 3-96 of the Consti tutien 
of th e Northern ~Briana Isla nd •• 1 wou)d like ' to call to or~Er tt e Fjrst 
Ses s ioD of the HOll~;e of the Fourth NorthErn Marianas Co mmonwealth Legislature. 
At this time, 1 respectfully request Mr nSignOr Tomas Camac ho to deliver the 
invoca tion, and I respectfully request that everyhody in this Chambe r rise, 
please. 

Everybod y rose, and MonSignor Tom~s Camacho delivered the invocation. 
I 

rI O God . th e World is in Turmoil C:::thd our People in the Northern Mari a nas 
is lIa v j ng _ B .B, . ~.Il.1lI e 0 f .J t . We _ b..a.'l.e_b.il .~ e.ly---..b.e.g~uD .tiLl S \Le w_ y ear an <L.J!..l. Le a d.y 
we have encountered nllmerous tragedies r 

Our tradition and cultural heritage ar e undergoing rapid changes th at 
at times con( llA ed the citizens of these islands. 

It is ther ef ore very fitti ng t hat we come to yo u this morning to ask 
for you r special assistanc e and guidance for these Honorabl e Gentlemen who 
are g oi n g to be in the position to Aol~e some of the probl e ms we presently 
are experie n cing . 

I
We ask yo u to e nlight e n their minds so that th ey can readily Aee th e 

problems that afflict our p aple and i b lands. We heg you to take away 
a n imosity and to soften their hearts so tllat th ey can work i n harm ony for the 
common goo d, but above all we implore you to stren g then their will so tlt at 
they llIay never lose sight of t he goals ! they have set out to do for their 
constit u e nts. 	 I 

We ask you tllis throu g h OllC Lord 1 esus Christ. Your Son. who lives and 
r e igns with You and ti,e Holy Spiri t, One God, (or ever and ever. 

In th e Name of the Father 

Sp eaker F itial : Thank you very much Monsignor Camacho. Please he seated. 
At this time, I would ask the Temporary Clerk to call the roll by e l e ction 

districts. 

The Temporary Clerk ca ll ed the ro 1, as follows, and all tile incumbent 
representatives and repreRentatives-e1ect responded to theIr roll ~a1 1 

respectively: 	 I 

co 


OJ 
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I HOUSE JOURNAL - 1ST DAY 

Representative Pedro R. Gu rrero peconded the motion. 

Speaker Fi t!a l : Mr. Temporary Clerk, p~ ease number the resolution just 

introduced by Representative Gregorio ~ab]an, House Resolution No.1. 


i 

Representative Fr a ncisco Cabrera: Mr. Speaker. point of clarification. 

Speaker Fitial: Please state yo ur poin ~ of clarification, Representative 

Cabrera. 


I 
Repre~entative Fra ncisco Cabrera: Mr. Speaker. the House Rules that ha s just 
be e n i n troduc e d, is this House Rules al per.manent HOlls e Rules for the Fourth 
Commonwealth Legislature, or is thi s an interim rules for the Fourtll Common
wealth Legislature . 

Repr esen tative Grego r.to Sabla~ : Mr. Speaker, my motion is the introduction of 
a house re so lution, adopting the Rules ' of th e Hou se of Repr ese ntative of the 
Fourth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislat ure and for other purpos es. 

Speaker Fit!"l: I will entertain a mo tion for the adoption of suc h house rules. 

Representative Pedro Guerrero seconded th e motion. 

Speaker Fitia l: Discussion on th e moti l n? 

Representative Roeog: Ready, Mr. Speak~r. 

Speaker Fitia l : Mr. Temporary Clerk, call the roll for voting purposes.p ~ ease 

- ------- - --- -.- - - - - 

The Temporary Clerk called the ro~l for voting purposes, as follows, and 
Representatives-elect responded to the~r roll ca ll reApectively: 

Representative Jose C. Cahrern 

Re pr ese ntative Francisco T. Cabrera 

Repre se ntativ e Ig na cio DLG. Demapao 

Representative Juan DLG ~ D em~pa n 


Represe ntativ e Beni g no R. Fi~jal 

RepreHentative Juan T. Guerr~ro 


Representative Pedro R. Guerrero 

Representative Victor R. Hocog 

Representative Jose R. Lifoifoi 

Representative Pe dro T. Nakatsukasa 

Representative Benigno M. Sablan 

Representative Gregorio C. Sr blan 


Representative Vicente M. sa~lan 

Repr e~e ntat lve Juan S. Torre 

Represe ntativ e J uan B. Tudel 


I 

Speaker Fitial: The motion to adopt th~ House Rules is hereby adopted. 

Representative Mr. sp i aker, I ask the Chair th a t we move to~regorio Sablan: 
the next item of business. ond r move ~o~ tIle nomination for the office of 
the s peaker for th e Fourth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature be open. 

Representative Nakatsukasa secon d ~ d the motion. 

h "s been moved and seconded that we move to the next orderi 1 It~ker F l~_~_ : u 


of busine ss, and that nomination for the office of the speakership is open. 

Before I do any recognition, any discuksion on the motion? 

OJ 
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No discussion on the motion, and I he motion carried by voice vote. 
, 

Representatj~e Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speaker' I am directed hy unanimous vote of 
the Democrat1C Par y to pr ese nt for the" elect ion of the offic e of the speaker 
for th e House of RepreBentatives to th ~ Fourth Commonwealth Leg islature, the 
name of 
precinct 

the Honora b le 
numh er 2. 

Vicente M. Sablan, th e Repres e ntativ e from election 

j 
Re pr ese ntative Hoco g se conded th e n o min a tion. 

Speake r Pitial: Th e Honora b le Vicente ~. Sablan has be e n n o minated for th e 
offlce of the speaker to the Fourth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislatur e 
I now r ec ogniz e Repres e ntative Juan Torres. 

Representative Torre.: Mr. Sp ea ker, 1 would like to be g iv n the honor to 
nominat e Benign o R. Fit ia l for the position of the speakership for the Fourth 
Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature. 

Speaker Fitial: Representative Benigno l R. Fittai has b ee n nominated. 

Repr se ntative Gregorio Sablan: M.r. Speaker, I move that we clos the 
nomination for the office of the speak r. 

Representative Nakatsukasa seconded th e motion . 

Speake r Fi ial: It ha s been moved and s eco nded t hat the nomination for the 
speakership h e closed. I 


T_h e. mo .t.Lo.n. ..carr "je d h¥--v_a.ic.e...-.l'-.Qt e "-I_ 

Speaker F itial: Pur s uant to Section ~l~ of P ublic Law 3-96 pass e d s inc e ~ st ate s 
s ecr e t bal lot in g . 1 will now aok the Temporary Clerk with the assistance of 
the Journal Clerk to pass out pap e rs to each congressmen. 

Th e T e mporary Clerk counted the ballots and announced the results to the 
me mb e rs a~ follows: Eight votes for RTpresentativ e Vicente M. Sablan and 
seve n vote s for Re pre se ntativ e Be nign o R. Fitlal. 

I 
(Applause) 

Speaker Fitia i: At this time I will lit e to offer my congratulations to our 
new S pea ker of th e Hou se of Representatives, Fourth Commonwealth Leg i s lature,, 
the Honorable Ren M. Sahlan, and ask him to take ov e r the presidin gs . 

I 
(Applause), 

Repres e ntative Gre g orio Sa~~~ : Mr. sp~aker, I move that the nomination for 
the office of vice s p ea ker be conducted at this tim e . 

Speaker Sablan: If I may, I would l ike to address the House at this rim e , with 
y our permltision. 

fellow CongresRmen and Honor ed Guests. first, let me e xpres s my de ep 
appreciation for the trust and confid e, ce you hav e shown by selecting me to 
he yo ur Speake.r [or th e fourth Commonwfalth Legi s lature. This is a humbling 
honor and a responsibility I tak e very seriously. You can be assured that 1 
will wor k conscientiously throughout my term of office to maintain an 
e ff i c ient and productive Hous e , servin' the need s and interest s o f th e Peopl e 
of the Commonwealth as a whol e . . 

-------- ------------1 

Ct.'] 

I 



-- --- ---

TYPING I.UIOE 10,," R EOUCTION 

ORTIIERN MARIANA ISLANDS LEGISLATURE 
Nr-."·n 560212 (u 701 --r-
 HOUSE JOURNAL - 1ST DAY 

I n this effort , 1 will n eed yourfon tinued coope r atio n, aSRista nce a nd 
s u pport . But as I l ook aro und me tod ay , I do not just see fo urt een Congress
me n, Rep ubli ca n a nd Dernocra~, I see fo~rteen individuals with r e putations as 
hard wor kers . So T am conflde nt eac h and everyo ne of. you will pitch in 
whol ehear t edly to a ddre~ s th e major ta ~ ks at hand. 

I 
A full age nda awaits u s as Representatives in th e Fou rth L egis l a tur e. It 

i s appropriate at thi s tim e t o t o u ch briefly on a fe w of t he more important 
i ss u es . 

Fi r st , we must e nac t Legis l atio n 0 provide for a co nv e nt io n t o propose 
ame ndm e nt s to the Commonwealth Con s titLtion, as required by Article XVIII, 
Se c t io n 2 of th e Co n s tituti o n and mandated by 76 % of th e vot ers in the r ece nt 
ge n e ral electio n . We mu st p r ovide for i th e elec tion of delegates on a n o n
partisan basis and fo r th e co nduct of th e co nv e ntion. We must e n s ur e th a t 
th e co nv entio n fi n ishes its work ear ly, so that th e voters ca n properly s tud y 
a nd co n si d er the p r o posed ame ndm e nt s . We also should n ot l eave the co nv e ntion 
to s t a nd in isola tio n, but s hould pr ov~ d e a mechani sh of co mmuni ca t io n and 
coordi n a ti o n betw ee n the co nv e ntion a n ~ the Legi s latur e , so as t o ease the 
rati [lca tl o n o( propos e d amendments. 

Seco nd, we must e" t a b~ish ~ task f orce to discuss wIth the U.S. Go vernm e n J 
th e l evel of f utur e u.s . Flnan clul ASsts tan ce and other aspec ts of th e Federal
Common wealth r e l ationship , as envisageH by Article VII and Sect i o n 902 of the 
Covenant . We a r e now in the fina l yea~ of t h e initial seven year pe r iod of 
Covenan t Funding . 

Third , we must design a local tax i s tructure that satisfies both the 
Federal GQVeJIlJll t ' s l~.i..t..iJnsl.t~J:..QlLce rll _tha.tJh~ Co mmonweal th. huv "ai r 
broadly based taxes l eadi n g to self - s u fficie ncy in Cove rnm e n t opera ti ons, and 
the Commo nw eal th' s n eed for development incentives, ease of admi n istratio n, 
a nd a d e qu ate r eve nu es . How well we do in this regard will have sig n ificant 
impac t on the tenor of our relations with the u.s. Government in gene r a l, 
affecting , in t u rn, s u ch thin gs as f un d i ng l eve l s , tr ea tm e nt un der Federal 

Reg ulati o n s , a nd the ultim a t e ou t come of th e mirror-image IRe issue. 


Fonrth, w mu s t provide for a b a l n ce eco nomic growth in th e Commonwealth 
We mu s t identify and utili ze appro pria~ e s timulants and incentives to those 
industries t h at wil l co ntribut e to spefif i c development objectiv es , wi th th e 
f ewes t n ega tive e ff ec t s . We need to provi de more opportunities for local 
r eside nt s to es t ablish tlleir own busin~sses and more t ech ni cal training and 
assista nce to help ensu r e that th ey succed in thos e businesse~ . We must 
promo t e th e (ull spec tru m of vocations, d eve lopin g more and more reliable, 
highly skilled , indigenous t radesmen, Fech ni c ians, craftmen and managers. 
We must al ways remember that, ultimatefy, o ur most precious resource is our 
people . Additionally , major infrastru f ture needs such as roads, schools , 
water lines, harbor development, a nd ex t e n sion of util ities to rural areas 
r eq uir e CIP fu ndin g . Improved Agricul tur e Programs are needed to better 
coordinate production, protect farmerR t f rom the va gary of weathe r and market 
conditions , and to r e duce the cos t s of production . We ne ed to upgrade pro g ram 
to prevent crilil e a nd strengthen th e pr ~e, prof e ssi o n~l~ sm , and Rkil~s or ~ur 
law e nfor ceme nt personnel . We need to 1rnprove the qual1ty of e du catlon . ~ e 
ne e d to ti gh t e n co ntr o ls on pr oc ur e me nt, co ntract i n g , and f i nances whi l e 
improving effic ien cy a nd puhl ic servic and conv en i e nt. We n eed t o esta hl ish 
a legal framework for ope n governme n t . We n ee d to improve governmental 
enforcement of regulatory requirements. 

The ~ ubje cts I have cited repr ese~ t only a fraction of the work we face . 
It is clea r that we ca n on l y meet o u r bb li ga tions t o th e People of th e 
Commonwealth hy adopting a Modus Operandi of open mind edness a nd coo peration. 
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I hardly work for a team in this Hous support both Republican and 
Democratic Parties . T support one another, for being so generous, and I 'll 
work together with the rest of our coLleagues in thi s House for the benefits 
and for th e betterment of our Commonwe!alth, I thank you .

i . 

( A P P l ,a usc) 

Speaker Sablan: Th e next point of ord~r in ou r agenda 'is the nominatIon for 
the Floor Leader. 

i
Repre s e ntative Hoco g : Mr. Speaker , I would like to take thi s honor t o nominat e 
Represen t a ti ve Pedro T. Nakatsukasa f J om e lection precinct number 1, to be I 
seated in the of [ice of th e Floor Lader. 

Repres e ntativ e "udela seconded the motion. 

Repr ese ntativ e Ignacio Demapan: Mr. Sp'eaker, I am h onored to nominate 
Representative Jo se Li[oifoi for tbe s k at of th e Floor Lea d e r. 

I 
the motion s eco nded by Representative Francis co Cabrera. 

The Temporary Clerk coun t ed the b.llots and announced th e result s to the 
members as follows: ejgh t votes for piedra T. Naka t s ll kasa, and seven votes fo r 
Jose R. Lifoifoi. 

(A P P 1a use) 

S pea k e r Sa b l .. <:!..!!. : The next item on our a lg e nda is the nomination for the Office 
of th.e .. Cl.e.r: Ie --- -<---

]{epresentativc .Iuan Guerrero: Mr. Spe ) ker, I would like to nominate Protem 

Clerk , Mr. Daniel Quitu g u a . 


Representative Ped~o Guerrero seconded the nomination. 

The Temporary Clerk with the ass t~tance of the Journal Clerk passed the 
pap e rs Eor secret balloting. I 

I 
Temporary Cl e rk : It's rother weird thRf I r e ad my own name. 

The Temporary Cl erk counted the bkllots and announced th e results to the 
m0mhers a s follows: tw e lv e votes for hanie l Quitugua, two votes for Herbert 
Rosario. 

(Appl ' use) 

S pea ker Sablan: Welcome Dan. The next item on our agenda is th e appointment 
of th e sergeant - a e- arms. At this time ', it is my pleasure pursuant to Rul e I 
Section 2C, t hat 1 hereby appoint Pedr Castro, from San Antonio, to be the 
Sergea nt-At-Arm s of thi s House. 

(Applau se ) 

S p ea ker Sa blan: The next item in our a~e nda is the election of Party Off\ceTs. 

Representative FTanc jsco Cabrera : Mr. ~ peaker. under item 9 of our order of 
announce that we have selected Benigno R. Fitial t o business~ 1 am honored t o 

be our Minority Leader. I, 
(Applause) 

D!J 
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Repres ent a ti v e Gre go ri o Sa b lan : The motion [or th e electio n of the Office of 
Vice Speaker by acclamation is contrar~ to Sectio n II, Subsec t Ion B of t he 
Rules and Procesures we have adopted earlier , today . Therefore , I move th at 
the nomination [or the office of t he ~lce speaker he close. 

I 

Re pr esentative Jua n Guerrero seco~ded the tnatia n . 

Speaker Sablan: Tlle nomination has been moved and seco nded. The only 
n omina t i o n f or the sea t of the vice speake r is Mr. Jua n B. Tudela . 

Repr esentativ Fitial : Poi n t of cla r if~catio n, Mr. Speaker. May I ask the 
Honorahle Greg S ablan to be more speci,[y as to which section of the rule is 
he refer r Ing to , regardi n g electio n by acclama t io n . 

Representati v e. Grego rio Sablan : Seetio'n T.l , S u bsection B , reads li t h e Speaker , 
Vice Speaker , Floor Leader , a n d the Clerk be e l ected by plurarity vote of the 
House, " etc Plurarity vote , MI'r . Speaker, does not a l low voti n g by 
acclamat i on. 

Represe n tative Fitia l: Mr. Speake r, this mig h t r ather so u nd f u n n y , but whe n 
there is but on e ca nd i date for a partic u lar off i ce, we ca n. not resolve , b ut 
bypass the voting by piurarity. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan : Mr. Speaker , I have n o objectio n to the 
acclamation. 

Speaker Sablan : At this time, 1 would ~ike to ask the Te mporary Cle r k to 
provide the roll call for the voti n g of the vice speaker. 

- .---- 4- - --- - - --- - - - 
The Temporary Clerk called the ro~l , and t h e follo wing memhers responded 

to t h eir roll call respectively : 

Represe nt ative Jose Cabrera 

Repre~en t a t ive Fra ncisco Cabrera 

Rcpretiel1ta t ive Ignacio Demapan 

Representative Juan De-ma p a n 

Heprese n tative Benig n o Fi t ia 


I 
Re pr ese ntative Fltial : Mr. Speaker, 1 ~ould like to raise a poi n t of orde r . 
I thInk we a r e cond u ctIng an illegal e ectio n. Pursuant to P u b l ic 1.aw 3 - 96 , 
the Law calls for secre t balloti n g. I do not know why we are callI n g out the 
roll. 

Representa ive Nakats u kasa : Point of order. Is n't it the co n Rensus of t hiR 
Ho use t o a u th ori z e t h e elec t ion by ace amatio n ? 

Speaker Sablan : I wo u ld like to poin t ut that Puhlic Law 3-96 has j u st h e en 
activate d into law and most of tlle members are not a ware of s u ch passage. Now 
I will l i k e to ask the Temporary Clerk to distrib u te the pape r s for secret 
balloti n g. 

The Temporary C l erk counted t i,e ballots a nd annou n ced the res u ltB t o t he 

membe r s as follows: J uan R. Tudela . nine votes . Jua n Demapa n, th ree v o t es , 

Pedro NakatsukasR , one vote . and Franc seQ Cabrera , o n e vote. 

(Appl use) 

Vi ce Speaker Tudela : Thank YOIl Mr. Spe~ker , ho n ored guests , ladies and 
ge n tlemen . It is of grea t p l easure ana honor for me t o take t h is oppor tu nity, 
for t h e v o t e of co n fidence , i n giv in g me t h e Vi ce Chairma n, a RepublIca n, h u t 

OJ 
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At th i s critical juncture in the Histo f Y of our Commonwealth~ it is imperative 
that all parties, both public and private, set as i de parach i al interests and 
pursue the common ground that will reS jl l. t in liThe Greatest Good for the 
Gr e atest Numb e r. I

' 

It is a Political r eality that th b Republican Party controls the Senate 
a"nd the Governo r 's Of f ice. But we can

l 
ill-afford to put th e affa j . rs of the 

Comntonwealth on hold while the two Political Parti es jock e y for position in 
the '85 e l e ct i on s . Pol i tica l posturing i s no substitute for public policy. 
T am convinced, not only that b i part isa n cooperation is possible. but th a t, 
i n th e e nd, th e voter~ will judge us more for our performanc e in this 
Legisla ture than for our party a[filia ~ ion. 

My overriding objectiv e as Speake ~ . t here f or e , will be to see to it that 
the action s of ttle Body reflects a synthesis of the vi e wpoint s and c o ncerns 
o f young and old, IDale and female, husin e ssmen, poor, robust nnd infirm. a l l 
th e various e thnic groups in sho~t, all the part s of our populat i on. In 
c l osing • .r suggest that "Unity for the l Common Good" should be our guiding 
th e me. Thank you. I 

(Appl jl use) 

Speake r Sabla n: I would now like to en ertain the next i tem of ou r agenda. 

Re p resentative Greg orio Sab l a n: Mr. Sp~aker, 1 move Ear th e previous motion, 
tha t the nom i na t io n f or the office of ~ he vice speaker be open. 

Re present.aU v e F "j U a J seco.oded th f!~ oJ:"- · Q.ll... __ 

Speaker Sablan : The Office o f the vic e l speaker is now o pen for nominat ion. 

Re~e~~~ati~Gr egorio Sab l an: Mr. Spe a ker, it is my great honor and deli g ht 
that I nominat th e Honorab l e Juan B. Tudela, Re presen t at i ve of election 
precjnct numb er J for the offic e of vi~e speaker. 

I
Re prese ntative Juan GtlCrrero second e d th e motion. 

Repr es e nt a tiv e Fr a ncisco Ca brera: I would like to ask the Honorable of such 
motion to withdraw his IDotion so thRt ~ will further nominat e Mr. Juan n. 
Tudela f or th e se at of the vice speaker, by a cclamation. 

Representative Greg orio Sablan: I hav e no objection to the acclamation motion . 
I hereby second tl is motion that Representative JURn B. Tudela be nom i nated 
and elected to the office o E the vice ~peaker by acclamation. 

Rep resenta t i v e Fit ial: I would like to l ask the Honorable Sablan to withd r aw 
his mot I on so that we can accomplish what we are trying to do h ere . 

Speaker Sabl an: Rep r ese ntat i ve sablan' l can you kindly withdraw your motion. 

Repres e nt a t i v e Grego ri o Sablan: Mr . Sp aker, I mov e f or a short reCess. 

Repr e s e nt a tive Nakat s ukasa: Th e motio n j raised by the Republican Representat i v e 
from Tinian, if I understand him c orre E tl y , Representative Greg Sablan does 
not need to wi thdraw his motion in order to nominate Congressman Juan B. 
T ud e la, by a cc lamation. At thi s point and time I don't see any difference. 

I " . ?Speaker Sa bla n: Can we now c .osc tle n bm ln a tlOU.1 I 
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S pe a k er Sa blan: The next item of our a~ enda is the notification of the Senate 
and Governor. I hereby, appoint Representative Juan B. TudelR, and Pedro 
Guerrero to notiEy the Senate that th~ House is fully organize and ready to 
transact business. For the notificat J on to the Governor, r appoint Represen
tatives Gregorio Sablan and Victor Hoc~ g to notify the Governor that the House 
is rea d y for bus in e s san d i. s f u 1 1 Y 0 r g la n i z e . 

Representativ e Gregorio Sa~lan: 1 move that the House stand on recess until 
we return f rom our assignments. 

Repres e ntat i ve Fitial seconded t ~e motion, and the motion carried with
out obj e. ct i. on. 

The House rece s sed at 10: 55 a.m .. 1 

Th e Hou se reconvened at 11: 5 2 a.m. 

B~~presentat i ve Gre gorio Sablan: The Gofve rnor of the Northern Marianas 
Comm on wea l th ha s be en i nf o r me d that th~ House if fully or g anized and ready to 
transact business. T he Governor has requested that he he present in our 
session, today, and give us a hrief remark. T ask the Chair to order tIle 
Sergeant-At-Arms, to please escort th 1 Governor to the Floor Chamber . 

S p eaker Sablan: The Sergeant-At-Arms is hereby requested to escort the 
Governor to the Chamber. Th e Ct18ir is please to present the Northern Marianas 
c~mmonwealth Governor to this Chamber' May I now ask the Governor to present 
hIS message to the House. l 


_	 Gov ,,-LILO r .T ellor io.~k....)LlliJ..~ --.S,p..e.ak,eL.,-.M.emb e.r EL.. o.£ _tll €- H0 us e o_L R.epr ~-"' n t a ",,
tives, Fourth Northern Marianas Commo~wealth Legislature, distinguish guests,,
ladies and gentlelnen. 

It is indeed a privilege and honor to be here to witness this newly elected 
Legislators who has been sworn into the House o f Representat i ves. As a 
f orm e r me mber o f the First and Second Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legis
lature, I understand the problems of b,e i ng a Le gi slator. Many of your 
deci.sions may be criticize by the medi1a and by certain segment of our 
community. The oath of office which YloU have subscribed require that you 
will rep 0 r tan d de fen d the Con s tit uti 0in and the Law 0 f the Co mm 0 n w e a 1 t h . [ n 
passing legislation, you wilJ , of course, be guided hy what is hest for the 
People in the Commonwealth, and not whlat will benefit a special interest 

1 g roup. 
I 

T am also very plea"e to inform this l Honorable Body that this morning I hav e 
the privilege to swear-in the Honorablle Froilan C. Tenorio, who is Tenorio, 
as our representative to the United St a tes. 

I am very please to extend my sincer1e congratulations and best wishes to 
each and everyone of you during your t [erm of office. T will do my best to 
work closely with you to deliberate anid pass needed legislation. My door is 
always open and welcomes to seat witll ~ ou, and my staff, to discuss matter of 
mutual interest. Again, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation and 
congratulations to everyone of you, this morning. 

(App l ~US e) 

Speake~ Sab l a n: May I ask Rep res e n tat ilve. .Juan Tudela to report on l1is mission 

to the Senate. 

I _____ _________ L _ 

[LJ 
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I

Vi ce Speaker Tudela: Mr. Speaker, the ~ enate at this po int of time is s till i n 
r ec es s and we have not notify them of b ur actio n . 

S p a k e r Sab lan : Communications, a n y co~municationS? I f not, at t h 1. s t -j me, the 
Cllair woul d like to recognize a ny stat~me nt s from the mem bers. 

R eprcsc E'..~a t i~~n acio Dem~~: Tha nk IYou Mr. Speaker . T am hon ore d and plea,; 
to e xtend my personal congratulatio n t iD you as the Speake r of the Fourt h 
Commo nw ea l t h Leg islatur e, and also , I would lik e my fellow colle ag ues to 
r ecog niz e ollr d i s tin g uish g uests this ' o rn ing, th ank you . 

Rep r esentative Hoco g : As we all gathe r~ d h e re today, let me say that 1 am 
preciou s ly enth u s e by yo ur pr esence of thi s solemn occasio n. We h ave just 
witnessed th e formulation of th e Fo urt~ Commo nw eal th Legisla tur e . Bri ef ly, 
I would lik e to share my fee l i n gs a nd ambiti o n s. I visua li ze tw o pol iti ca l 
composition i n this Bo dy, but despite this fact, t have with me my h ea rtf elt 
confide n ce to say at this very mom e nt "that I v is ualiz e no Democrats nor 
Republica n s . b u t seei n g only hard wor ~i n g i.ndividuals. To cherish, t o assure , 
th e commitments , all th e commitme n ts ti~ the interest of the P eo pl e of th e 
Northern Marianas. As a Representati~e, Mr. Speaker , i n this Fourth Legis
latllr e, and from th e warm Island of Ro'ta, my assurance to my Honor able 
Collea g ues, that they would Dot vlsua ~lze U1Y presence in this Hon o r a ble Body 
as j u st a Congressma n, or a Re pr ese ntart ive from Rota, bu t a Re pr ese nt ative to 
t he int e r est of the people of th e Comru,o nw ea l t h . On top of this, fee l i n gs 
a nd amhitio n s. aga in l e t me, le t u s not allow, our geogra phical hou nd aries or 
p olitical di ff e r e nc es to inter[er with o ut missio n i n this Bo d y. That is , the 
missio n to prot ec t and purs u e the b igglet" commitments to o ur co n s ti tue nt s. Tn 
this workin g r - lat ion s hi p . Mr. Speaker, we ca n be assured to b ig s u ccess a nd 
prospe_rity J:...o. QlLr pe opl e , a nd .by this. _L .Q..1.g.!!.ge_ t.sl.. d 'L m sup_Ror t l..0_ e!!s.h...o n e 
of YOll, cooperate with you, i n t his Fo1urth Commonweal t h Legis latur e. T 
coop era t e Para Pai reri o a setvicio , a d d for the unity amo n g ourselv es. Mr. 
Speaker, my fel low Honor able Col l eag u es , ladi es a nd ge n tlemen, than k you. 

(Applause) 

Speak e r Sabla n: Le t us now go on t o oUlf n ext i t ern in th e age n d a. Ann ouncement 
Pllrsu a nt t o House Rule 7 , Sec tion 7a , the Cha ir i s pl ease t o announc e th e 
foll owjn g Cha irmanship of th e House St~ nding Co mm ittees: 

Committee o n Appropriations: Rep1r ese nt ative Juan Gu e rr e ro, Chairma n 
Rept ese nt ative Gr ego rio Sab l a n, Vice 

Chairma n 

Commi t tee on Healt h , Ed u cation anld Welfa re : 
Re p[rCsenta ti v e Victor Hocog, Chairman 
Rep resent ative Juan Tudela, Vice Chairman 

Commit t ee on Jud i ciary and Gove rn~e ntal Operatio n s : 
Rep~ese ntativ e Be n ig n o Sa bl a n , C h ai rman 
Re p~ese nt at l ve Pedro Naka tsuka su , Vic e 

Chairman 

Committee on Resourc es an d Ue velo.pme nt: 
Replresen tative Pedro Gu erre ro, Chairma n 
Rep resenta tive Benigno Sab lan, Vi ce 

Chairman 

Commi t tee on Federal Program s : I 

Represe nt a tiv e Gregorio Sabl an, Chairman 

L 

, 
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Re ~res e ntat ive J uan Guerrero, Vice 
Chairman 

Committee on War Claims a nd Fede d a l Land Tak in g: 
Repfresentatlv e Gregorio Sahlan, Chairman 
Re ~resentative Victor Hocog, Vic e 

Chairman 

!3.£.E.!:.es ntative Gre g orio Sablan,: The House Leadership Committee will mee t in 
th e Speaker's Chamb er imm e di ate ly after 

I 
this sessio n, Mr. Speaker. 

Representatjve Nak a tsuka sa : I move that th e Ho us e adjourns s ubject to the 
call o f t he Ch a i r. 

\ 

Representative Gre go r io Sablan seconded th e motion, and the motion 
ca rr ie d witllout obj ec ti o n. 

The House adjo urn e d at 12:04 no o n:.I 

Respect[ully s ubmitted 

Daniel Quitugua 
Hous e Clerk 

----+---

I 
l 
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Election District No.1: 

,
Repres e ntative Juan OLG. Dem~pan 


Repres enta tive Juan T. Guerr ~ ro 


Representa tive Pedro T. Naka~sukasa 


Election District No.2: 

Representative Ignacio DLG. Demapan 

Representative Grego rio C. S~blan 


Representative Vicente M. Sablan 


Election District No. J: 

Representative Jose C. Cabrera 

Representative Benigno R. Fitial 

Repres e ntative Pedro R. Guerrero 

Repres e ntativ e Juan S. Torr c k 

Repr ese ntativ e Jllan B. Tudelh 


Election District No. 4 : 

I
Repres e ntative Jose R. LifDl~Di 


Representativ e Benigno M. Sablan 


Election District No. 5 : 


Representative Francisco T. 
 ~abrera 
_._--- ----	 +---
EJec.tio n District No.6 : 

Representative Victor B. Hocog 

Speaker Fitial: Thank YD U. Mr. Temporary Clerk. The next item on the agenda 
is the administering of th e oa th of office. May I ask the [[onorable Chief 
Judg e RDbert He f n e r to admi nister the Tat h of office to all members p~esent. 

The HDnorabl e Robert Hefner admin J s t er the oath. and He addressed the 
members-elect as follows: 

" T do solemnly swear thRt Twill f upport and defend th e Constitutton a nd 
Laws of the Commonwealth of th e Northetn Mariana [slands, the Covenant to 
es t ablish a Commonwealth of the North e fn Mariana Islands in political 11nio o 
wIth the Unlted States of America, the j applicable provisions o[ th e 
Constitution , Laws, and Treaties of the United States of America, and tbat T 
will faithf ully disch a r ge my duties tD l the best of my ahi lity. SD Help Me God. ' 

(Applause) 

.:;S:..Jp~e-"a:..:k.:..e:-...:r_ ,:-F' ..:i.'"'t:....:.i ..:;"=I: Thank yDU. Honorable C ~ ief Judge lIefner. At thi. s time .l wO\lld 
like to recognize the HonorRble Gregorio C. Sahlan to effec tuate the motion 
fDr the adDption of the HO\lse R\lles. I 

Representative Gre g Drio Sablan : Thank you very much Mr. Speaker. I wish to 
introduce a hous e resolu iDn a dopting the Rulcs of the House Df Representative 
of the Fo urth Northern Marianas Common~ealth Legislature. and for other 
purpDHes. I ask the TempDrary Clerk to k i ndly numb er the resoluti o n. 
resolution number one. Copics are bei~g distributed to members, right now. 


