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THE OUSE 

FOURTH NORTHERN MARIA..'IlAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE 


SEVENTH SPEClAI. SESSION, 1984 


FIR T DAY 

Thur8day, May 17, 1984 

I The House of RepT:esentatives of the FOUT:th Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature, 
Seventh Special Session, 1984, was called to order at 2:28 p.m., ThuT:sday, May 17, 1984, in the 

I House Chamber, 	 Susupe, Saipan) No r thc.rn Marianal lS1andS . 

I Th e lIonorable Vicente ~1. Sablan presi.ded . 

A moment of silent prayer was observed. 


I The Chief Clerk called the roll. Eleven m'embers were pr esent. Representatives Jose 

I Cabrera , Juo.n 	 Demapan , Vic tor Ho cog and Juan Tutlela were excused . 

I 
Speak r Sablan : Today ' s session constitutes a quorum. All members absent are hereby excused. 

ADOPTION JOURNALS 


Floor Leade T: Nnkatsukasa: Mr. Speaker, I move for the adoption of the Sixth Special Session 

Journal . 


Repres e ntative Fitial second ed the motion 

~.-

Speake r Sabla n : 	 Discussion on the motion. 

Representative. Fit:i.al: Ready. 


The motion to adopt the Sixth Special Session Jo urnal was carried by voice vo te . 


INTRODUCTlbN OF BILLS 

H.B. 	 No . 88 : "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO LICENSE SHOOTING GALLERIES FOR A THREE YEAR TRIAL PERTOD 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

Introduced by : 	 PedT:o Nakatsukasa and three o theT:s 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Respurc.es and Development 

H.B. 	 No. 89 : "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH TASK FORCE ON INCOME AND SALES TAXATION, 

BUSLNIlSS TAX INCENTIVES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 


Introduced by: PedT:o Nakatsukas;a 


ASSigned to Comm It tee on AP 9l orria tions 


H.B. 	 No. 90: "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH -PLANNING COMMISSION TO PROVIDE ITS DUTIES AND 

POWERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. "I 

.Innoduced by: 	 Pedro Nakatsukasa 

Assigned to 	 Committees on Jl~diciary and Government Operations and 
Resources and Development 
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I 

H.B. 	 No . 91: "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FO~ THE CITIZENSH1P OF CHILDREN AT LEAST ONE OF 

\;rJ-IOSE PARENT IS " INTERIM UNITED STATES CITIZEN" OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE CITIZENSHTP OF CHILDREN WHO ARE 
BORN IHTHIN THE J URISDICTION OF f HE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS , 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

I nt roduced By : Benigno Sablan and Vicente Sablan 
I 

Assjgned t o Commi tt ee on JudJ.ciary and Governmen t Opera t ions 

i H. B. No. 92 : 	 "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO REPEAL SEf' nON 206 AND SECTION 300 OF THE PUBLIC LAW 
3-91 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

I ntroduced by: Benigno Sablan and Vicen t e Sablan 

Assig ned t o Committee on Appropriations 

H.B . No. 93 : "A BILL "FOR AN ACT TO ADD A NEW ~)ECTlON 1202 TO TITLE 4 OF THE COMMONWEALTH 

CODE , TO TAX MORE FULLY THE WAGES AND SALARIES Of NONRESIDENT WORKERS, AND 

FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 


I ntroduced by : Jose Ljfnifoi anr five others 

As s i g ned to: 	 Commit t ees on Judiciary a nd Gove rnment Ope rations and 
Appropria tio ns 

I 
H.B. No. 94: " A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND SECT~ON 11. 08 .140, TITLE 11 OF THE MARIANAS DISTRlCT 

CODE, AND FOR OTHER PURl'OSES." r 

-------- 1- ­
Introduced by: Benigno FHial 

, 	
Assigned to Jud ic iary and Governmen t Operations Commi tt ee 

I 
H.B. 	 No. 95: " A BILL FOR AN ACT TO EXEMPT A RECIPTENT OF AN EDUCATIONAL LOAN WH ICH WAS FUNDED I 

BY THE GOVERNMENT OF TilE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARTANA TSLANDS AND USED I 
IN OBTAINING ANY TYPE OF EDUCATlpN , FROM MAKTNG PAYMENT ON THE LOAN AWARDED 11" 
THE RE CIPIENT RETURNS AND WORKS FOR TfIE GOVERNMENT FOR FIVE (5) YEARS CONTT -
NUOlJSLY . " 

Introduced by: Il enigno fitial and Juan Torres 

ASHigned t o 	 Committee on Healt h, Education and Welfare 

H. B. No . 96 : "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH :ruE COMHONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MAR IANA TSLANDS, 
PROGRM1.5 , POLICIES AN D PROCEDUREp FOR RELIE F FROM THE EFFECTS OF DISASTER, AND 
TO ESTABLISH THE COMMONWEALTH EMFRGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE , AND FOR OTHER PUR­
POSES." 

I 


I nt rod uced by : Benigno Fitial ahd Juan Torres 


ASSig ne.d to 	 Committee on JuJ~ ci.ory a nd Gove rnment Op e rations 

H. B. 	 No. 97: "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A CONSENT PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE COVERNMENT OF 

THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS CANI MODIFY THE COVENANT AS CONTEMPLATED UNDER 

SECTION 105 OF TH E COVENANT ." 
 I 

I n trod uced by: Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to 	 Commit t ee on .l ud1iCiar y and Governmen t Opera t ions 



- --- -

TYPING ';UI C'E 2010; REDUCTION 
Tyl)l!' wI.hm I hC1uti yUuHh lII J1d ke lgll l tlf II'M!- (J ill . bdldu f l 


NORTHER MARlA A ISLANDS LEGISLATURE 'I'flthout m~I~, n. Pag!!! numb!:" 1t\ould ~ cu.nti;!! t!d .n bo. 

at bo1tom
"'Mel &60212 I,, · JRI ---------l HOUSE JOURNAL - 7TH SPECIAL- -	 SESSION'


H.B. No . 98: 	 "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH MBUllSMAN OFFICES AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 
I 

Introduced by: 	 Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Jud"ciary and Government Operations 

I 
H.B. 	 No. 99: "A BiLL !'OR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH t'!EllICAL REFERRAL STANDARDS, A MEDICAL REFERRAL 

COMJ>lITTEE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES i. " 

Introduced by: Benigno Fi.tial 

Assigned to Committee on Health, Education and Welfare 

." H. B. No. 100: "A BIl.L FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE TRUST TERRITOHY CITIZENSH IP AT BIRTH TO CHILllREN 
UNBORN OR UNDER THE AGE OF 18 AS OF MARCH 6, 1977, WHERE AT LEAST ONE OF THE 
PARENTS WAS A UNITEll STATES CITIZEN OR UNITED STATES NATIONAL AS USED IN SECTION I 
8 OF THE SCHEDULE ON TRANSITIONA~ MATTERS O!' COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION, TO fu'IEND 
SECTION 1 OF CHAPTER 1 OF TITLE 53 OF THE TRUST TEI{RITORY COilE, TO AJ>IEND 4 CMC 
SECTIONS 4111 AND 4122, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

introduced by: 	 Benigno Fitial 

I 
Assigned to Committee on Judfciary and Government Operations 

I 
H. B. No. 100 : "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PI{OGRAJ>I; TO 

I AJ>IEND SECTIONS 102, 104 and 303 OF PUBLIC LAW 3-43, AND FOR OTllER PURPOSES." 

In troduced by: Benigno Fitial ahd Juan Torres 

Assigned to Committee on Hea t h , Education and Welfare 

II H.B. No. 102: 	 "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 7 OF PUBLIC LAW 2-48 RETROACTIVELY IN­

CREASING THE COMPENSATION OF THE BOARD OF DIR ECTORS OF THE COMMONWEALTH PORTS 

AUTHORITY." 


Introduced by: 	 Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to 	 Commi ttee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

H.B. No. 103: "A BiLL !'OR AN ACT TO PROVIDE A SPECIFIC OCCASION GAMBLING EXEMPTION FOR LICENSE 

NON-PROFIT CORPORATIONS OR ASSOCUTlONS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 


Introduced by: Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to Commit tee on Resr urces and Development 

H.B. 	 No . 104: "A BTLL FOR AN ACT TO EXTEND THE MINIMUM WAGE REQUIREMENT TO PREVIOUSLY EXEMPT 
CATEGORtES OF WORKERS, TO THEREB'i ENCOURAGE THE EMPLOYMENT OF LOCAL WORKERS IN 
THESE JOB AREAS, TO AMEND PUBLIC' LAW 1-20 AS AMENDED, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

I
Lntroduced by: Benigno Fitial 

ASSigned to Committee on Judiciary and Governmen t Operations 

H.B. 	 No. IDS: "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO AJ>IEND THE bOATING SAFETY ACT OF 1982 (P.L. 3-25) TO PER­
MIT REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT OF ~EES BY MlIIL AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. " 

, 
Introduced by: Benigno Fitial ard Juan Torres 

Assigned to Commit t ee on Resources and Development 
- ---_. 
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H.B. 	 No. 106: "A B1LL FOR AN ACT TO AMEND 2 CM SECTION 4913(a) SO THAT THE BURDEN OF RECORDINl 
TRANSFERS OF INTERESTS IN REAL ESTATE RESTS UPON THE RECEIVING PARTY RATHER THAN 
T HIj; TRANSFERRING PARTY." 

Introduced by : 	 Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to Committee on Jud~ciary and Government Operations 
I 

I H.B. No . 107 : "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A COMMONWEALTH COPYWRITE LAW, TO PRESCRIBE 
I PENALTI ES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

I Introduced by: Benigno Fi t ial a kd Juan Torres 

I Assigned to Committee on Jud~ciary and Government Operations 

1-1.B . No . 108: 	 " A BILL FOR AN ACT 1'0 AMEND PUBLIC LAW 1-5, CHAPTER 1, SECTION 8 (1 CMC ~3l07) 

Introduced by: Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

I H. B. No. 109: 	 "A BILL FOR AN ACT 1'0 ESTABLISH A GOOD SAMARITAN FOOD DONATION ACT, AND FOR OTHER 
PU RroSES." I 
Introduced by: 	 Benigno Fitial and J uan Torres 

I 

I 	

As signed to Committee on Hea l th , Education and We lfare 
I 

I H .• B. No. llO ;.. ...	'.CA_BJLl, . .l!'.oJl.-AN-AG'I!...q~8»'l'-ABh~SH I;QNBUMER- FR0TEGTIONSTANDARDS FOR- THE 'CGMMON- ­
WEALTH , TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR I THEIR VIOLATION, TO REPEAL 1 CMC SECTION 2353 
(c) AND 4 CMC SECTIONS 5101-5114 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

Introduced by: Benigno Fitial and J uan Torres 

Assigned to Committee on Health, Education and Welfare 

H.B. 	 No. Ill : "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO REVISE THE 1ELECTION LAW OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHER 
MARIANA ISLANDS, TO REPEAL PUBLIG: LAW 5-19, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

I 
Tntroduc ed by: 	 Benigno Fitial 1 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Jud ciary and Government Operations 

H.B. 	 No . ll2: "A BnI. FOR AN ACT TO CREATE TflE lCOMMONWEALTH COUNCIL ON ARTS AND CULTURE AS AN 
TNllEPENDENT AGENCY , TO RECOGNIZE IT AS THE STATE ARTS AGENCY FOR THE COMMONWEALTI , 
TO VACATE EXECUTIVE ORDER NO . 26 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. " 

Introduced by: Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to Committee on Res L rces and Development 

H.B. 	 No. 113: "A B1U. FOR AN ACT PROVIDING fOR ITHE LICENSTNG OF PROFESSI ONAL ENGINEERS, ARCHI ­
TECTS, LAND SURVEYORS , AND LANDS CAPE ARCHiTECTS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

Introduced by: 	 Benigno Fi tial a~d Juan Torres 

Assigned to 	 Committee o n J ud" c iary and Government Operat i ons 

H.B. No . 114: 	 " A RILL FOR AN ACT TO CREATE THE KONSIHILION HANOM LUTA AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

-----------------' 
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Tntroduced by: 	 Benigno Fitial 

Assigned to 	 Commit t ee on Res~urces and Development 

! 
H. B. No . 115: "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE LEGISLATURE OF Hili 

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARiANA ISLANDS, TO REDUCE THE OPERATIONAL EXPENSE 
OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

,, 
Introduced by: 	 Juan Torres and thr ee others 

, 
Assigned to Conunittee on Judic iary and Government Operations 

I H. B. No . 116: 	 " A BILL FOR AN ACT TO PROHIBIT EACH HOUSE OF A LAME DUCK LEGISLATURE FROM 
SPENDING MO RE THAN ONE QUARTER ' SI ALLOTMENT ." 

Introduc ed by : 	 Juan Torres and three others 

. ' . .Assigned to 	 Comm~ttee on Appropr~at~ons 

H.B. 	 No. 117 : "A BTLL FOR AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE FURTHER IMPORTATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES WITH 
RIGHT HAND STEERING WHEELS, TO REQUIRE SIGNS TO BE POSTED ON MOTOR VEHICLES WITH 
RIGHT HAND STEERING WHEELS, AND 'OR OTHER PURPOSES." 

Tntroduced by : 	 Juan Torres 

Assigned t o 	 Committee on Resources and Development 

H.B. 	 No. 118: "A BILL FOR AN ACT TO EXTEND THEI 5% EXCISE TAX TO RAW MATERIALS IMPORTED BY 
GAll}tE1!.T MANUF~TURERS , TO AMEND_ ~EGT10N _LOF PUBLl~LAW_3-87, :r0 ~ND_ UMC _ 
SECTION 1103(c) , TO REPEAL 4 CMC SECTIONS 1407 AND 1408 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ." 

1 
IIn t roduced by: 	 Juan Torres and three others 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations 

H.B . 	 No. 119: "A BiLL FOR AN ACT TO RESTRICT T~E REENTRY OF NONRESIDENT WORKERS WHO HAVE BEEN 
TERI'llNATED FOR GOOD CAUSE FROM THEIR EMPLDYM.ENT WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS, TO AMEND COMMONWEALTH PUBLI C LAW 3- 66, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES. " 

Tntroduced by : 	 Pedro Nakat sukas~ 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Judiciary and Government Operation::; 

1
INTRODUCTION pF RESOLUTIONS 

H. R. No . 39: "A HOUSE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE GOVERNOR AND THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS TO 
DESIGNATE THE ROAD LEADING TO AS LITO, DANDAN AND KOBLERVILLE ROAD AS FIRST AND 
TOP PRIORITY FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT ." 

Introduced by: 	 Pedro Nakatsukas and Juan Guerrero 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Respurces and Deve lopment 

H. R. 	 No. 40: "A HOUSE RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO kEQUESTING FAMILY HEALTH PLAN (FHP) IN ESTA­

BLISHING MEDICAL AND HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR THOSE GOVERNMr:NT AND PRIVATE 

EMPLOYEE WISHING TO OBTAIN MEDIG~L AND HEALTH INSURANCE ." 


lntroduced by: 	 Pedro Nakatsukasi' 
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Assigned to 	 Committee on Hea~th, Education and Welfare 

H.R. 	 No. 41: "A HOUSE RESOLUTION REQUESTING T11E GOVERNOR TO CONDUCT A STUDY AND ITS TMPLEMEN­
TAT ION OF COLLECTING THE SURFACE ! WATER RUNOFF AT AS AGATON AND SADOG MAMIS IN 
TANAPAG AND I PAUPAU IN SAN ROQUE FOR ADDTTION INTO THE SAIPAN WATER SYSTEM ." 

Introduced by: 	 Benigno Sablan 

AssIg ned to 	 Committee on Resources and Development 

IIH.R. No. 42: 	 "A HOUSE RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO ~EQUESTING THE MARIANAS PUBLIC LAND CORPORATION 
TO DESIGNATE AND RESERVE SUFFICIENT ACREAGE OF LAND FOR USE AS PUBLIC CEMETERY 
FOR THE PEOPLE OF SAN ROQUE." 

Introduced by: 	 Benigno Sablan 

Assigned to 	 Committee on Judiciary and Government Operations
I 

I H. R. No. 4 J: 	 "A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO REQUEST TIlE MARIANAS PUBLIC LAND CORPORATION TO TRANSFER 
JURISDICTION OVER THE SUGAR DOCK AND THE GARAPAN "WHARF" TO THE COMMONWEALTH 
PORTS AUTHORITY. " 

Introduced by: 	 Ignacio Demapan nd four others 

I 
Assigned to 	 Commjttee on Resources and Oevelopment 

I 
H.R. No . 44: 	 "A HOUSE RESOLUTION EXTENDING SINCERE AND PROFOUND CONGRATULATIONS AND COMMENDA­

TION TO ARCHBISHOP FELIXBERTO C. i FLORES ON THE OCCASS ION OF HIS INSTALLATION AS 
_ ARCRB~HOJ' ---DE .1'IilU1RCHIUOCESE_OF•.AGANlL '~ _ _ _ __ _ ___ __ _ _ 

I 
Introduced by: 	 Vicente Sablan and nine others 

floor Lender Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speaker, can we recess for one minute. 

Speaker Sablan: 	 If no objection from the members. 

Representative 	Fitial: No objec tion. 
i 

Speaker Sabla~: I hereby declare a s hort. very f hort recess. 


The House r ecessed at 2:36 p.m .. 


The House reconvened at 2:41 p.m .. 


Speaker Sahlan: The session shall now reconvene We are. still under the lntt"oduction of 

Resolutions , prior to recess. Any o ther mp:mb er ready to introduce a resolution? If none, 

the Chair hav e mor e re~olutions t o introduc e . 


H.R. 	 No. 45: "A HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSI NG AlMOST PROFOUND HEARTf'ELT CONDOLENCES TO THE 

FAMILY OF THE LATE THOMAS C. CRISOSTlMO OF GUAM." 


Introduced by: 	 Vicente Sablan ai d seven others 

H.R. 	 No. 46: "A HOUSE RESOLUTlON EXPRESSING Ai MOST PROFOUND HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE 

FAMILY OF THE LATE BALTAZAR JERONIMO (B. J .. ) BORDALLO OF GUAM." 


I 

Introduced by: 	 Vicen te Sablan and nine others 

I

H.R. 	 No. 47: "A HOUSE RESOLUTION DECLARING THE MARIANAS POLlT1CAL STATUS COMMISSION'S 

ANALYS l S OF THE COVENANT AND THE NORTHERN MARIANAS CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION- SI 
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ANALYSIS OF THE CONSTITUTION TO ~E, TN THE ABSENCE OF STATUTORY AUTHORITY, THr: 
GOVERNING AUTHORITY FOR TIlE INTEI'PRETATION OF ISSUES ARISING UNDER TIlE COVENANT 
ANI) CONSTITUTION ." 

Introduced by : Benigno Fi tial 

Assigned to Committee on Judiciary and Governme nt Operations
I 	 ICon. Res . No.1 : 	 "A HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION APPROVING CERTAIN IDENTIFI ED RESOURCES OF 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORT HERN MAR IANA ISLANDS FOR THll 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1985." 

I ntroduced by: Gr egorio C ~ Sablan (Kilili) 	 I 
Ass igned to Committee ~n Appropriations 	 I 

IH.J. R. No.8: 	 "A HOUSE JOI NT RESOLUTION REQUESTI NG THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO 
, 	 APPEAL TO THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN TO BESTOW APPROPRIATE CITATIONS OF COMMENDA­

TION TO THOSE CITIZENS OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA lSLANDS 1"1:10 WERE CALLED UPON 
TO SERVE AS INTERPRETERS AND OTIlER PARA-MILITARY ROLES FOR THE MTLITARY FORCES I 
OF THE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN IN GUAM DURING WORLD WAR II." 

I 
I nt roduced by : Pedro Nakatsukasa 	 I 

As s igned to Committee o n J~ldi ciary and Governme nt Operations 

II Speaker Sablan: If there is no obj ection from t r e memb e r s, I will like to place these resolutions 
on today's calendar . 

------- ----4·----- --- ---_ 
. Representative Fitial: No objection. 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

40: 	 Informing the Hous e tha t He has signed in t o Law House Ilill No . 83 , H.D . 1 , S.Il. 1, 
en t itled, "TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATTONS FOR THE OPERATIONS AND ACTIVITIES OF 
THE FOURTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ," 
into P.L. No . 4-5. 

41: 	 Appointing Mr. Edward B. Palacios to ~ h e Board of Direc tors of the Economic Develop­
ment Loan Fund as a Representatives o f the Hnnking Community. 

I Spe?kcr Sabl an : Any comments ~rom these two Governor's Communications? Recogni ze Chairman 

John Guerrero . I 

Repre.sentative Juan Guerrero: Thank yo u Mr . Spe ker . On the last session we passed the 
Governor' s Commun i cation No. 40. This i s now P blic Law 4- 5 . I will like to r emind this Body 
Mr. Speake r, under that particular bill, House Bill No. 83 , we repealed a section of the 
Commonwealth Code , Title I, Section n08 Il. I li ke to request that this House should enact 
another law putting that back l nto place because of the s erIousness, by repealing that secti.on, 

Mr.. Speaker ~ the R~riousneos imposed wi thin ouy i Government is li ke t akjng away a management in 

a bus i ness , one that is running the business and putting somebod y who does not know how t o 

o perate a husiness. This provision Mr. Speaker, pr otects ab used mismanagement of funds, par­

ticularly, incurring obligations from previous y ears , or th e same year, and being paid in the 

foliowing fiscal yeAr. Mr. Speaker, I do not k/lOW if this Body will be doing any mor e o E this 
kind o f action, but if we make laws and the fol l owing legislature comes in and c ha nge the law 

again, we are not consIs tent in the proc~ss oE ¥ hat we are elected [or. We are suppose to 

pro t ec t the interest of the Northern Marianas. IThe people itself. The money. Section B of 
that provision viola t es all the rules of th e fi scal management. How can we de t e rmi ne how much 

obligatIons o ur gover nmen t has or would i nc ur, now and then , without approprIating those 


------------------' 
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obligations the Following year af ter we have budgeted and appropriated funds for those particul r 
expenditures. How can we justify these. How c?n we obligate now and then without suhmitting a 
appropriation to cover for those obligations . We can take the money for those items that have 
been obligated the following fiscal year and pa~ for those obligations in the past fiscal year. 
That I cannot never understand, and we should nbt allow this type of action by this House. Mr. 
Speake r, this particular section in this Plannil'g and Budget Act is the backbone, it is the 
safeguard o f that Planning and Budget Act. I dp not see any reason why we have to have a 

' Planning and Budget Act if we take this out . Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge that this House
Ishould take immediate action . Thank you . 

I Represe ntative Gregorio Sablan: Thank you very l muc h }1r. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, during our 6th 
Special Session, on April 24th, I also brought ,hat point to the House and what we passed that 

I day, the Repea l er Section of House Bill No . 83 was in a sense , just like our Chairman in Appro­
priations has stated , has taken out a vital organ of the Planning and Budgeting Act. It took 
the Legislature and the Executive Branch with con~iderable assis tance from Federal OfficialR, 
six years to put together a Planning and Budgeting Act that works for the best interest of the 
Government of the Northern Marianas. Mr. Speaker, the Planning and Budgeting Act was taken in 
a day's action by the Legislature to strike thaI: particular section, and I do agree w'.th our 
good Cha i rman oE Appropriations that in the very near future, Mr. Speaker, I think we should 
put that provision back because it is indeed a very vital part, a vItal organ in the business 
of the Planning and Budgeting Act within the basic techniques of safeguarding the Commonwealth's, 

I resources. I 	 I 
I On anD ther item Mr. Speaker 1 I am glad wi t~1 the appain tment of Mr. Palacios to be made a 
! Director of the EDLF. I think, at this point in time, EDLF has n ow, In their Board of Direc tor s , 
five locals a nd one expatriates. It is no secret that Members of this Legislature has in the

Ipast criticizes EULF grea tly for its lack of sensitivity in the needs of the local husine.ssman. 

I
T now hope that local board members become more / senSitive to the needs of local borrowers, Mr. 
Speaker, because it is true, they are getting a rough time from the Economic Development Fund. 
Thank you very 1l!.uc.h_._ 	 _ _ ~_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ 

' Repr esenta tive Fit:ia l : 1 just want to ask for ah enlightenment Mr. Speaker , concerning the 
' Repealer Section of House Bill No. 83, which is now Public Law 4-5. Under Public Law 4- 5, if 

I may ask Mr. Speaker, was that law of the Planning and Budgeting Act For that matter, 
authorizes the ohligation of public funds Eor the payment of, let us say med:ical referral, or 
bills that wer.e incurred in previous fiscal years? 

Re presentative Gregorio Sahlan: Yes. 

Rep resen tative Fitiel: May I be enlighten? 

SpeakeE._Sablan: May I ask the Chairman of the Appropriations to respond to the qu estion . , 
Representative Juan~ Guerrero: [ belj.eve. tho intention or the argument that was used by the 
Senate , Representative Fitial, basically, that ~as the only thing, the intention of the Repeale 
was to accomodate the need of the mediCAl re [er~al . However, this section is not specific that 
it i.s only for medical referral, this encumbers l areas such as the Mayors Office . It gives 
power to any chief directors, or any ind ivIdual ! in the government entity who has the power to 
obligate funds this year and be pay out in the upcoming fiscal year. This provision, baSically 
let me quote Sect.Lon D, " No funds appropriated pursuant to a nnual appropriations act or 

Iavailable in the f iscal year pursuant to Sect io~ 7204 B shall be expended to liquidate and 
liquidated obligations of a prior flscal y nr l1~less an appropriation has expressly pro~lded 
f or such an expenditure." Still, it just.. . 

Representative FItia~: l understand. Well, if fedical referral seems to be the key Issue con­
cerning this particular session, then per hap s w should enact a legislation that would specI ­
fically address the problem of medical referral regarding payment of previous fiscal years bill ,
because every year we will be face with this problem. You know, medical referral bills of 1980 
are now being settle by the government . I 
Repr esen t ative Gregorio Sablan : Mr. Speaker. 
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Speaker Sa blan: Wi l l you yield the floor? 

Representa t i v · Fit i al: I yield. j 

Representative Gr gorio Sablan: In tbat case Mr. Speaker , we can leave this section, this 
particular section as law and through an appropriation measure, pass, appropriate money or 
outstanding oblIgations of, say medical referral bills not withstanding the provisions speci­
fically mentioned by the authority. What will happen Mr. Speaker, this is the problem. A 
classic example will be, we have to say Carlos Camacho comes in as the First Governor, then 
Pedro Tenorio comes in as the Second Governor, pow what is being discuss nowadays is the c hance 
that Carlos S. Cama~ho will.be running ~or o~fiF~. Supposedly, h~ walks ~n as the Third covern­
or, and pay those bl11s he ~ncurred durl.ng hl~ ~lrst terms of admlnlstratlon that the second I 
admjnistration has refused to pay, is that good management? We do not have a money machine 
back in our bac k rooms. That Is the protection l there, and that, we just threw away. We threw 
it away. That protection is probably not the only crucial matter i.n the Planning and Budgeting 
Act, but it is a very vital part of the mechanism. 

Representative FiUal: Mr.. Speaker, if I may, I I think the government is liable to pay, you know, 
its bi lls, and it should pay all its bills rega ~ dless who the governor may be. I do not think 
the bills of the Covernment should be base on who is running the government. 

I Representative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, i the bills, say if the Speaker of the House 
t were to go out there and make a contrac t on its own name, his own committment 

Representat i v Fitial: No, I am referring to medical referral bills. 
I ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

IRepr es ntative Gregorio Sablan: Well, but with f he existing law there is 

I Re presentatj v e. Eitia J ' That is wh y I _aIIl...p-lOupasingJl1:.....-&peaker ._that _",e....shauld tak~egis.lation _, 
to take care of the medical referral problems. I 
Repres entative Juan Guerre~!2.: Mr. Speaker, i.f 1 may, on my recent trip to Washington, D.C., 
there wa s a mee ting between the Delegation from the Northern ~larianas regarding the medical 
referral with the Pentagon, Department of Defense. I hope, hopefully that it would be soon 
resolve, since it was requested that those obligations will be forgiven. I believe, for the 
records, we are not the only entity that are in l this situation on this medical refe rral, for 
tbat matter. The other entities are the districts .... 

Re presen t" i ve Fitial: Micronesia. 

Representative Juan Guer,re rg.: I believe that weI should e nact a leg islation to protect the 
medical referral tn that event. T do not think we should take a measur.e and screen everything 
off Just for the purpose of medical referral. Even though it is important, still by taking 
provision out is taking the safeg uard provision~ 

I 
Representative Fitial: Mr. Speaker, lastly, I wpuld also like to speak on Message No. 41, EDLF. 
This program has been a total disappointment, especially to the Carolinian Communi.ty here in 
Saipan. 1 would l ike to ask the Committee on JGO to investigate the loan that was recently 
awarded to an outsider, something to do with a poat. I think we have to tell EDLF Board that 
EDLF should be reserve for local residents and hot for outsiders., 

i 
~eaker Sablan: Would that be directed to the JGO? Or to the R&D? 

R~presentative Fitlal : Whoever the investigatinr committee .. 

B_~_E csentative J UR.n Guerrero : Mr. Speaker, I Wi. ~. l like to endorse that stat ement mad e by 
Reprpsentative Fitial. 1 think the entire staff ~nd mostly, 1 will like to blame the Board of 
EDLF, out of the seven, probably only three arel competent. The others, I do not know 1£ they 
have any brains on their shoulders, but the decision that they have been making are outrageous. 
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Represen ta tive fj ial: Obnoxious . 

,
Repre sen ta ti.ve Juan Guerrero: Not only obnoxiou,s Mr. Speaker, bu t "[ do not think they know how 
t o give or evaluate the loan applications Eor tpat matter. I do not see why they will restrict 
a l ocal person when the securities oE lands on the same person, or company that was referred 
that was gi.ven the $300,000.00 loan , I do not kflOW what collateral this people came up with. 
So why put the hardship on the local busines s es, and give the privilege to an outsider. For that 
matter, I do not think that giving that boat fo~ tourist purpose is going to justify the loan. 

Ueprese nta tive Fi tial : Mr. Speaker, if I may, i the Legislature can do something, maybe we 
should change the name EDLF to LEDLF , Local Economic Development ],.oan Fund. (Laughter). 

Represen tat ive Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, I think in other matters in our meeting with the 
Economic Development Loan Funds, there are lots of lIi [s, " and there are lots of "I don't know, 
Sir ," to be honest. It is because EDLF has not open its door so that we can review what they 

are doing. For what it matters, I do not know 1.f the Speaker or the Chair still get the copy 

of their minutes .. 


Speaker Sab lan: No , I n~ver get it. 

Represen tative Gregorio Sablan: They use to give it to the Third Legislature, all of a sudden 
they stop. Economic Development Loan Fund was the only, Nr. Speaker, the only opponent to the 
open government loan. They went on record oppos ing open government loan. That 1s because they 
do not want to open their door s. I cannot makel judgement that the members, some of the members ' 
are incompetent, because I do not know what their jud gements are. How can we make judgement 
on them if we do not know what they are judging'

, 
on. Some of their decisions which in my opi­

nion are wrong, some of their decisions are pro~ably right. There is too many "lEs" because 

we do not know, because they refuse to open th~ir doors to even the policy makers of the 

Commonw"alth_GQ'l.€Lrnm~Q t. to £.he Legislature. J:,()~ th"t_ma~ter! tl:!.e _Ch~iry _why did they sto p 


, 	givin g a copy of theix minutes to the Speaker 0,£ the House. They gave copies ' to-U:;-e -Thi'rd 
Legislature. Maybe they like Represen tative Fi'tial a nd they do not like you. I mean, that is 
not the way to rUn a government . 

Representative F itial : They did? (Laughter) 

Representativ~ Gregorio Sabl~.~: No, to be v ery ;honest, it is .... I yi.eld to make this announce­
ment, at this pojnt in time Mr. Speaker. (Laughter). It 1s true EDLF is getting a lot of bad 
names. I hope. that with the addition of another member, a local member, that an equal amount 
of rough time is given out to all borrowers, nqt just to the locals. Mr. Speaker, local in my 
definition i s someone who can own land in the Marianas. Everyone else is an alien. T do not 
care if they are from Mars, Venus, or the Unit States. (Laughter). Thank you very much. 

Representative Llfoifoi: Mr. Speaker, in line nf Ben's statement , the biggest co ncern will be 
the high delinquencies in the EDLF, to look into. Now, I do not know the company that was 
granted a loan, but if that is a good venture nd might generate more money, revenue for our,I

government , why castigate the company. Why do't we look into our local people that are 
delinquent in paying the EDLF. Mr. Speaker, I know for a fac t that thece are big delinquencies 
in EDLF. I nvestigations should look according to the delinquencies. 

Re presentative Fitial : Point of information to members. The Speaker and I are members of 
the coordinating group in the Public. Auditors and the Speaker and I at tended a meeting the 
day before yesterday.... 

Speaker Sablan: Yesterday. 

Representat ive Fitial : Yesterday, and we have skcd the Puhlic Auditor to look into the loan 
that was given out to Pellegrini. Not only that, we are also c oncern about the high del in­
quencies to date, aod that we have as ked also he Public Auditoc to also help out in recommend l 
ing EDLF i n order to collec t the delinquencies in the program. 

I 
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I
Representative J uan Guerrero : ~Ir. Speaker , my statement will stand on itself. I s t i ll think 
t ha t out of the seven members , thr ee only a r e p'eople that know how to make judgements. They 
do follow criteria , policy set forth in giving loans . I s ympa thize with the local businesses . 
The whole purpose of EDLF is to help economic development, locally. I would stand corrected jf 

any person walks into that office wi th enough cblla t eral, a nd if the business venture he is 
applying for, or get the loan Eor, is in all sense well presented a nd well documented with all 
the research mat"rial attached to it, then I do not see why he s hould be denied . Bu t for an 
outsider to come and to say that he can do tourtism business out here. Mr. Speaker, I am rela ted 
to tour is t company , and I am not trying to say that we should not give the money, but I do not 
think it wi ll be feas ible because in t his day ard age, if you do not have the connect ion i n 
Japan for tourist business, you can kiss your bhsiness goodb ye. They decide who they want to 
give , not EDLF or whoever the Board of Directorb are . We are dealing with EDLF, and that EDLF 
5s Economic Development Fund. I want it given to people that have the courage to go and borrow 
$1 mi llion fo r that ma tter . That does not meanl that you have t o pay it back, bu t if you have 
enough colla t eral the loan is paid in Itself. That is one thing that EDLF is not doing . They I 
are just sitting back on t heir butts. They are· waiting for peo ple to walk in . This is not the I 
kind of program we need. The kind of program we need is for them to go ou t, go af ter these 
businesses that they have given money t o , and ate not doing well, and help them ou t more. 
Br.ing in technical people, manag ement people. irhis is EDLF. EDLF is not just mo ney func tion . 
So I believe that ED1.F s hould be investIgated hecause I do not know if they know what they are 
doing. 

Representative Benigno Sablan: Thank you Mr. sp~aker. Before 1 move to end debate, since you 
and my good co lleague Fitial have met yesterdayl, i n regards t o this case , I th i nk you have 
foc used your a tt ention primarily on the Public Auditors. 1 think tha t would be the a ppropria t e 
office to conduct the investigation, provided however, that ei ther Resources a nd Development 
Committ ee or the Judiciary and Government Opera ions Committee write them a l et t er , or 
specif i cally from you r office. 

Representative Gr.egorio Sablan: Ready. 

DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION 


No ne 


SENATE C0MtWNICATION 


None 

I 
PETITIONS , MEMORIALS AND COMMUNICATIONS , 


37: Fr om the Managing Direc tor, MVH, t-lr . .!J esus M. Guerrero, s ubmit t i ng a Manag ement Repor 
for. the months of March and February, 11984. 

38 : 	 From Chie f J udge, Robert A. Hefner, submi tting proposed amendment to Rule 30(4), Rule 
of Civ,u. Procedure Pursuant to 1 CMC 3403 which will provide an expedited procedure 
[or taking desposl tion by o tll er means ! t han stenographic . 

Speaker Sablan: Any commen t s from these two Miscellaneous Communicatioo R? 

REPORTS OF STA~DING COMMITTEE 
I 

4-11: 	 Reporting on House Joint Resolution No.3, "DECLARING THE MARIANAS POLITICAL 
STATUS COMMISSION ' S ANALYSTS OF jrHE COVENANT AND THE NORTHERN MARJANAS CONS­
TITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS 'S ANALYSIS OF THE CONSTITUTI ON TO BE, IN THE ABSENCE OF 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF ISSUES 

J __ -, 
fI9] 
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ARISING UNDER THE COVENANT AND C' NSTITUTION." J.G.O. Committee. (Your Committe 
Ir ecommends for its tabl e. 

Representa t i ve Gregorio Sablan: Can we refrain bur good Chief Clerk from reading the Standing 

Report. 


Speaker Sablan: If there is no objection from the floor, rather than having the Clerk read all
I the communications, we can pause for a few minutes and if there are any members that have <lny 

particulnr comments, or particular interest to any of these con~unications, please raise your
Ihand for recognition. 

4-12: 	 Reporting on House Bill No. 10, ntitled, "TO REVISE THE ELECTION LAW OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS, TO REPEAL PUBLIC LAW 5-19 AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES." (Your Committee on J.G.O. recommends for its passage as amended) 

4-13: 	 Reporting on House Bill No. 30 en titled, "TO REPEAL SECTI ON 3 (i) OF PUBLIC LAW I 
1-9; TO AMEND SECTION 209 OF PUBLIC LAW 3-4 3 ; TO AUTHORIZED TO USE THE COVENANT,
TRAINING FUND, SECTION 702 (a) OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COVENANT , IN TUE 

TRAINING OF EMPLOYEES OF BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

(Your Committee on J.G.O. recommends passage with amendmen t s) . 

4-14: Reporting on House Bill No. 37 el'titled, "RELATIVE TO DISCLOSURE OF ACTIVITIES 
OF PRIVATE PERSONS SEEKING TO IN ' LUENCE PUBLIC POLICY." J.G.O. Committee. 

4-15: Reporting on House Bill No. 39 "'):0 ESTABLISH THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS PROGRAMS, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR RELIEF FROM THE EFFECTS OF 

I
DISASTER, AND TO ESTABLISH THE CPMMONWEALTH EMERGENCY Mfu"lAGEMENT OFFICE, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES ." (Your Committee on J.G.O. recommends pas sage) . 
--- -	 - ,-- -- _.- - - - -- -- - ­

: Represe~tative Gregorio Sablan : Thank you very ~uch Mr. Speaker . I have a question on 
Commit t ee Report 4 12. If I may, may I direc t it to our good and hard working Chairman in t he 

i Judiciary and Government Operations Committee. May I . . . . 
I 

Speaker Sablan: Yes. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Yes, I have a question Ilr . Speaker on the Committee Report, its 
Committee Findings . On i ts final sentence , "Th recommended changes reflected in the hill 
itself for the convenience of the members." I ~sk that this sentence he striken out. I am a 
member of the Committee and I am not serv'ng a$ : a convenience , Mr. Speaker. More particularly, 
1 urn the only member who submi tt ed a written comments on the bill. The only member in this 
House, and I hope that this is not reflected to l those comments I submit t ed. 

ISpeaker Sablan: Is there any objec tion from the · members to strike out . . . 

Represen ta tive Benigno Sablan: Mr. Speaker, tha r! k you. I have no objection to strike it out 
from the Commi ttee Report the entire sentence. 

Representative Greg orio Sablan: Thank you very 1much Mr. Chairman . 

Speaker Sablan : Will the members please t ake a note of that and cross the last sentence out. 
J Further comme n ts rrolll any o f this S t a nd ing Comm~ttee Reports? 

Representative Gregorio Sab l an: Can we have a short recess Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Sablan: Let us have a short recess. 

The House recessed at 3:12 p. m .. 

The. House reconvened at 3:21 p. m.. 

I. 
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Speaker Sablan: The session shall now Prior to recess we were under the Reports of 

Standing Committees. 


None 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


Nok e 


RESOLUTION CALENDAR 


H.R. 	 No. 44: "A HOUSE RESOLUTION EXl'ENDlNG SINCERE AND PROFOUND CONGRi\TlJLATIONS AND COMMENDA­
TION TO ARCHBISHOP FELlXllERTO c. 1FLORES ON THE OCCASSION OF HTS INSTALLATTON AS 
ARCl{BISHOP OF THE ARCHDIOCESE 01'1 ACANA." 

Floor Lea d e r Nakatsukae.'!: Mr. Speaker, 1 move [or the adoption o f H. R. No. 44 on its first Gnd 
final reading. 

I
There wer e several seconds to the motIon. 

Speake r SablAn: Discussion. 

Repr esen t a tive 	Gregorio Sablan: Privilege Mr. peaker. 

- -------	 ~-----
Speaker Sablan: Recognjze. Stllte your point ofl privil ege. 

Re pres entative Gregorio Sahla~: Yes. If there is no objection, could we go hack to Item 9 -in 
our Ord er of Business so that we can s uspend the r eq uirement of written comrnitteereports for 
resolution, please. 

Spea ke~ Sablan: If there i& no objection from It he f loor .... 

Repres ntative Fitial: No object.ion. 

§peaker SabJan: I guess we over looked this. '1 

Re presenta tive 	F' eial: Human error. 

Speaker Sablan: Recognize Representative Sahla to effectuate the motion. Or the 1'100r Leader 

Floor Le ader Nakatsukasa: Thank you Mr. Speaker. [ move that all pe rtinent rules and regula­
tions that covers this be suspended. 

.§.E.eak r Sablnn: I think the specifiC rule is I() ] e 7, Section 8. Discussion on the motion . 

Representative Gregorio Sahlan: Ready. 

The motion to s uspend Rule 7,Section 8 fa Resoluti.on Nos. 44, 45~ and 4n wa s carrled by 
voice vote. 


Speake_L Sablan: Now the motion is In order to adopt Resolution No. 44~ and at this time I. will 

recognize the Floor Leade r again to reinstate tis motion. 


Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: So mOve Mr. Speaker. 
I. 
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Representative Gregorio Sablan seconded motion. 
I 

Speaker. Sablan : Discussion. 

I 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on line 3 of House Resolution No. 44, page 

j ane, "is the fi.rst citizen of," can we put Micr?nesia Mr. Speaker? 

Speaker Sab lan: What page is that? 

Repres entative Gregorio Sablan: Page one. 

Speake r Sablan: Line what? 

Representative Gr egorio Sablan: Line three. Can we put Micronesia Mr. Speaker? "First resi ­
dent of Micronesia ." To be very honest, there's two things here: Firs t, Bishop Flores i.s a 
Citizen of the UnI ted States of America, not a citizen of Guam. He is a resident of Guam , and 
he is also a resident of Micronesia, who is the Arcbbishop of the Diocese of Agana, which in­

r eludes the Norther n Mdrianas and the entIre Micronesia and some other South Pacific Nations. 
IMr. Speaker, I have" writt en amendment here. IE there is no objection, Mr. Speaker •... 

I Speaker Sablan : To change "Guam . II 

Representativ e Gregor io Sablan: Yes. In fac t, ~hange it, instead of Guam, lIthe first Microne­
sian . 1I 

IRepres entative Pedro Guerrero: I second that motion . 

iI	.;;R2e~p,.,r:.:e:::se.e"n"-"t.::aC!t,",i"v:.:e"-G=r-"e"g,,,o,-,r,,l,,·o"---",S",a-"b",l,,,a:.:..:.n: S t r i ke ou t the 1-'0 rd s , IICitizen of Guam,1I and insert in the woru, 
rrMicrop.~slan ._ --- --'-----­
Representative Pedro Guerrero: I second that mbtion for the second time. 

Speaker Sablan : To substitute it with the word, "Micronesian. II Right'! 

I Representa tiv~ Gregori o Sablan: To s ubst itute the word, IICitizen of Guam,1I with the word, 
"Micronesian . III
Speaker Sablan: Micronesia? 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: "N,rr Micronesian. "First Micronesian." (Laughter). Strike 

out the words, "Citi.zen of Guam. " 


Speaker Sablan : Can YOll put that into a motion? 


Representative Fitial : I think that is politically unacceptable. 


Representative Juan Guerrero : Mr. Speakec, his ! PPointment is covering the whole diocese of 

t he entire area. Just like, to give you an example, the Archdiocese of New York covers New 

Jersey a nd t he s urrounding areas. 


~R"e".p "e=e.::n",t",a:.:t,,~,,·v:-e G",r..,e.g",o"-r"",i"o"""s",a"b l",a,,n The point here s that Microneti1a Is a regional geographical
",r s:= =...o: " " c:.: 
area. Guam is a part of Micronesia. Guam Is n(!)t a part of the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

IIslands. Guam is a Nicronesian Island. 
j

Representative Fit ial : No, because they have Bi$hop of the Caroline Islands. 
~~~~~~~~ 	 I 

Representative Grego rio Sablan: Yes, but Bishop Flores is the first Micronesian to ever be 

a ppointed to suc h a high church office, to ever jbe appointed to become an Archbishop, because 

Bishop Neylon, was never appoin t ed an Archbishop. That is the phrase here. 


[ :£00 
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Speaker Sablan: T think his a ppointment COvers the e ntire region 
I 

Repres enta tive Fitial: I think to be very safe Mr. Speaker, to just say , lithe first Guaminian. 1I 

I 

Representat ive Gregorio Sabl an: Hait because he · is also a Pilipino. (Laughter) 

I 
Representa tive Fitial: I mean to be very safe , jin all hones ty. 

I 
Speaker Sabla n: Let us have a s hort recess. 


The Hous e recessed at 3:27 p.m .. 


The House r econvened at 3:33 p.m .. 


Speaker Sablan : The session shall now reconvene. Prior to recess we were discussing House 
Resolution No. 44, and may I recogni ze the Floor Leader now. 

I 	 Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speaker, I have !some ques tions on the s Ixth "~.Jll ereas," and 
s e ve.nth "Whereas . II My question from the sixth IrrWh ereas , II to make it clear that Cllamorro 
people, the highes t rel igious positions in the Catholic faith within the Marianas Community,1I 

I 	 and going down to th e seventh "Whereas ," I will like to call your attention to line 16. In 
my personnal opinion, this line is very discrinrLnatory because the Marianas covers the area 
from Guam to Maug. (Laughter) To put here Chamorro, Mr. Speaker, will discriminate the 
Carolinian brothers and sis ters . If there i s rlo objection, we should include, "and also pre­

served th e he ritage and culture of the Chamorro and Carolinian people." We are only concern 

with Marianas. We have to define the words, "Marianas and the c ulture," in here. I do not 

think we are jiving at this time because we ar i discriminating the Carolinians. 


RepresentatiYe GregQr io Sablfin : There is no ob~~££~~r. _SpeakeE: _______ 
, 

Representative Benigno Sablan: I have heard that Chamorro and Carolinian word bastardize. I 

think we could combine it now to say "Chamolinian." (Laughter) 


Representative Fitial: That is exact l y the bas ta rd ize form. (Laughter) 


Representative Gr egorio Sabla~: Mr. Speaker, l ,do agree with our good Floor Leader a nd I ask 

also that the Cle rk be authorize to i nclude the word, "and Carolinian,!! befor e the word 

IIpeople," on line 16. 


There were several seconds to the motion. 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: Is that to r ead ! !land culture of the Carolinian and Chamorro 

People?" 


Floor Leader Na ka tsukasa: "Culture of the chaml' rro and Carolinian People." 


Represen ta tivc Pedro Guerrero: Okay. 1 stand orree t ed. (Laughter) 


Representative Gregor io Sablan: And I ask that we end discussion Mr. Speaker. 


Representa t ive P ·jtj a1 seconded the motion and the motion to end discussion on House 

Resolution No . 44, caTried by voice vote. 


House Resolution No. 44 wa s hereby adopte with the changes and carried by voice v o t e. 

§2.eaker Sablan: House Resolution No. 44 is her by adopted with the changes. Further resolutio 
Clerk? 

H. R. No. 45: "l\ HOUSE RESOLUTION EXPRESSING l MOST PROFOUND HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE 
FA!'11LY 	 OF THE LATE THOMAS C. CR7S0STIMO OF GUAM . " 

I 
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I 

Floor LeadeJ: Naka t s uka sa : I move for the adoPt~on of House Resolution No. 45 . 

There were several seconds to the motion. I 
Spe a keJ: Sablan : Discussion. Floor Leader . . .. 

I 
Floor Leader Na ka tsukasa: Mr. Speaker, may Cod bless the late Thomas C. Crisostimo. Mr. 
Speaker, I am beginning t o r aise concern becaus ~ I recall that there are a lo t peopl e here i n 
Saipan who has served in churches, very ac t t ve in churches , and some t i mes they serVe in the 
Munici.pal Co uncil, but we f el t t o recognize thore peopl e . I cannot helieve why MJ:. Crisostimo 
is di ferent from Mr. Aldan who passed away two months ago. You know Mr. Speaker, since we 
alread y indulge the passage of this resolution, l but I will like to caution my colleagues . I 
think we s hou ld be more concern with our peopl e who se rved our island. I have never seen a 
r esolu t ion passed to express sympa thy a nd condolence t o the late Ignacio Villagomez. We 
failed t o recognize the guy. Why? Why is Mr. Crisostimo SO special that even we have t o pass 
th i s on this Special Session. 

, Speaker Sablan : Well, first of all Floor 
,

leader, it does no t prohibit any member t o come up 
with a resolutio n to introduce.. 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: My good Speaker, my concern is not by glvlng me t o come up and i ntro- I 
duce a resolut i on . We s hould r ecognize Mr. Sperker our people fir s t. l have nev er heard of 
anything t hat the late Mr. Crisostimo did for the people of Sa i r an, and I can r ecall that I 
perhaps he is one of the guy that voted against l the tuition scholarship i n Guam. Now, we turn 
aro und a nd try to s uppo rt this. T will s up port th e passage Mr. Speaker , but I will just l i ke 
to remind my good colleagues that this will be f he first and th e last. Thank you. 

Repr esen tative Gr egor io Sablan: Mr. Speaker , I kef ra i n from pulverizing the issue made on the 
la te Mr. CrisosLimo.._ T agr ee". wi th m)1..gurul....c-'l.ll~ag.u e. _ab.QJ.l t. his sexv.Lee t.Q..J.lS . I _nav,,- two things 
here. I t hink it i.s proper to in form the Housel tha t the l a t e Senator Crisos timo was i ndeed a n 
ac t ive pa r t icipant in extending the resident issue for the Ci t izenship of the CNMI, con trary t o 
what he had stated . Number two, Mr. Speaker, I am j us t amazed tha t someone a t the age of 
fo rt y-three will be s tricken by a severe heart attack and die instantly. This is something 
that we should all consider. We are a ll just above f or ty-three years old. (Laughter) After 
I sa t back, as I r ead the paper Mr. Speaker, no t only Mr. Cr isos timo, but other deaths, at the 
age of forty-three, a fine ma n, and to be stricten by a heart attack. I am taking i nto consi­
deration that some of us t hink we know a lot, b t have we ever turn around and ask ourselves 
how much we do no t know? It crea tes a whole n e~ aura o f things . I am profoundly sadden Mr. 
Speaker, that Mr. Crisos timo died. He was a fal"ily ma n. He has his wife and chi ldren. I ask 

~~i~o~!e:~~~:~s~~~l~~~n~o~~oI~~~e~~oo;h~~~d;~ut~e~~n!:~h~upport the resolution so that we can 

Rep r esentat ive Fitial : I move to end debate. 


Representative Grego r io Sablan seconded 
 mo tion . 


Speaker Sablan: Ready? 


Representative J ua n Guerrero: Ready . 


Hous e Resolution No. 45 was h e r eby adop t e d ; by voice vote. 

IH.R. No. 46 : "A HOUSE RESOLUTION EXP RESS ING A. HOST PROFOUND HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE 
FAMILY OF THE LATE BALTAZAR JERO~TMO (B.J.) BORDALLO OF GUAM ." 

Fl oor Leader Na kat s ukasa: Mr . Speaker , I move fbr t he adoption of House Resolution No. 46. 

Representative Fitial seconded the motion. 1 

Speaker Sablan: Discussion. 

http:m)1..gurul....c-'l.ll~ag.ue._ab.QJ.lt
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Representa ive 	Fitial: Ready. 

House Resolution No. 46 was hereby adopted 011 its , ,first and final reading by voice vote. 

Speaker Sablan: Further resolution Clerk? J 

Chie f Clerk: None Mr. Speaker. 

BILL CALENDAR 

Speaker Sablan: There is an oversight here. The Clerk apparently did not type in the hills thatt 
were to be calendared on first reading. So with your indulgence, I will like the Clerk to fi rst 
call the numbers DE the bi Us in sequence. Bills scheduled f or first reading. 

H.B. 	 No. 10: "TO REVISE THE ELECTION LAW OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS, 
TO REPEAL PUBLIC LAW 5-19 AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: I move for the passage of House Bill No. 10 in its first reading. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan seconded the motion. 

Speaker Sa blan: Discussion. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, amendments are usually stated on the second 
reading, however~ Mr. Speaker, I move at this point in time to amend House Bill No. 10, H.D. 1. 
May the Clerk read the amendment My. Speaker? trhis will. also give the members time to consider 
the ame ndment for its second reading. I 

--- -"------ - - - ­
Speaker Sablan: Let us have a short recess unt ~l copie8 are di.stributed. 

; 

The House recessed at 3:45 p.m.. 

The House reconvened at 3:48 p.m.. 

Speaker S<l bh~: The session shall now reconven Pri.or to recess we were di.scussing H. B. No. 
10 on its first r eading . Further di8cussions on the bill? 

~resentative 	Gregorio Sablan: Yes. Mr. Speaker, are we discussing H. B. No. 10? 

Spea ker Sablan: As ame nded. 


Represen t.ativ Gregorio Sablan: We have discussed that once already. 


_Speaker Sablan : Yes. 


at the amendments be . . . . Represen tative 	 Gr e gorio Sahlan: So may I move 

Speaker Sablan : As amended by the committee . 

Rep resentative 	Gr. egorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker . w arl;! considering H.B. No. 10, H.D. 1. 

Speaker Sahlan: That is 

Represen t ative Gregorio 

incorporating. 

Sablan: Incorporattng 
I 
~he committee amendments? 

Speaker Sablan: That is correct. 

Representative Gregorio 
submi t ted. 

Sablan : Mr. Speaker I j ove 

l 

that the floor amendments T offered be 
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I
Speakex Sablan : He have to adopt this first, then we will come back and offer that motion for 
Iyour amendment s . 

Representa tive Fitial: Do we have a standing mo~ion? 
i 

Speaker Sab lan: No standing motion. We are still discussing . 
I ' 

Representative Gregori.o Sahlan: The motion is Hl B. No. 10 be pass'! 

Speaker Sablan: Right, but we are discussing it r 

Floor Leader Na ka tsukasa: But on top of the mot ~on as it is, it is already incorporated in the 
I passage with the amendment s . That is included. I made a motioo for the passage of H.B. No. 10 
with the amendments on its first reading. ,t 
Representative Fitial: If I may, Mr. Speaker, [or the record, I will like to move for the 

passage of H. B. No. 10 as amended by your Committee on Judiciary and GoveTnment Operations. 


Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Question. Whi.ch motion [or passage now should we take. My motion or 
the motion raise by Congressman Fitial . 

Speaker Sablan : That is a similar motion. 

t Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Regardless of the SilO larity Mr. Speaker, hut we are going hy rules 
and procedur es. You wiLl have to tecognize my motion first. 

I 

I	
Speaker Sablan : Okay. Why don't we go back and l have the Floor Leader reinstate his motion" 
please. 

I. F_loor Leader -Nakats~kasa.: My -;;'otion - e r-y- l t ar -- for the pas~age of I~No~O withwas- v - cc [ -move-	 I .
its ame ndments_ 

t Speaker Sablan : Hith the amendments proposed by the Committee. 

Representative Fitia1 seconded the mot "on. 
, 

~eakcr Sablan: Discussion. Now we are discussing it. 

t
Representative Pedro Guerrero : Mr. Speaket , can somebody educate me. What i s the diffe rence 
between a mot ion to pass and a motion to adopt. I 

I 
Fl oor Lender Nakatsukasa : The pnssage is Eor bills, and the adoption is for resolution. 

~R~e~p~r~e~~s~e~n~t a~t 1'v e~ (ja n ~u= r~e ro: Order of question.~ ~~~ J~~~~C,=e~r~ ~~

~R~e:Jp,-r:..e~"-s~ec:n"t,,a~t~l:..v~e....:::C~r"e"Jg,;'o:,.=0,...;: 1: 	 t ow. · ::,'r i o; S:::a"b"l",a",':;, l ' m lin 0 rd e r to propose an amendment? 

Representat ive Juan Cue rrero: Out of order. 

R~presentative Gregorio Sablan: We are discussi ng .... 

~eaker Sab Ja~: I think we 8re in order. 


Representative Cregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, point in time, I move that the floor
at 1thi s 
amendments I have of fered . . , 


Representative Francisco Cabrera: Once we pass~ any member can .... 


Speaker Sabla~: Yes, can go back. 
 I 
~l"d? r~s.e ntil.t;lve E.rg.nci!B;p Cabr era: Once we P!"SS, they have to-.Jegis,0 te the amendments"-'-. _ ___ 
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Speaker Sablan: Yes. That is correct. So you re in order to offer the motion for your
Iproposed floor amendments. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, atl this point in time, with the indulgence of my 
good colleagues, I move that my floor umendment'S be pass. 

RepresentatIve Fitia! secon~ed the motion. 

Speake r Sabla n: Discussion on the floor amendments. 

Represe ntative Gregorio Sablan: Yes Mr. speaker!. May I please. Presently Mr. Speaker, the 
existing Public Law 5 19 and our current Electibn Law Mr. Speaker, House Bill No. 10, lI.D. 1, 
incorporates the candida t es for the gubernatorial candidates. Candidates for the Office of the 
Mayor. Candidates for t he Washing ton Representfltlve. Candidates for members of the Senate, 
a nd the House. Most speci fically, candidates for the governor which requires 5% or 150 signa­
tures , whic hever is less. I think Mr. Speaker, we should take this and increase this number 
so that candidates in the first place becomes real candidates. 1 mean at present, Mr. Speaker, 

1, OQe can be a- candidate for governor, who isl 35 years and had 150 signature". The Office 
I of the Chief Executive of the Commonwealth Mr. Speaker, as I take it, requires more support 

from electorates than 150 signa tur es . So I am proposing here Mr. Speaker that it be 15% or 
1,000 signatures, whichever iR greater of the registered voters within each senatorial district 
in the last general election. That gives each pubernatorial candidates two years time to 
gather the required signa tures . I fee l Mr. Sperker the candidates for governor should have at 
least two years time to seriously consider the responsibility of taking over that oUlce. [ 
think 150 signatures is a little bit shy of the required in popularity. Tf you look at it 
once again Mr. Speaker, I am extending the same amendments to independent candidates. In fact, 
more because it does not have the support of th~ political party under an established or in the 
case of H.B. No. 10, of a recognized political ~arty. The independent candidates is duly 
requiq~d to PlJ t:_ :in ) .-2% or 1, 2.0 0 sj gnat_u.!.r~'i,J._whifC;b__QY.Q...L:i..9 _gr~2..tey;:, JJhi£il _:Ln _ea~h~~nC!..torial 
distri.ct in the last election . I am fu rther aI11f'nding H.B. No. 10, H.D. 1, to reflect t:hat 
candidates of the Senate and the House be requiTed to put in 10% or 500 signat llres. Tn the 
case of a senator , 10% and 250 signatures and in the case of a representative, which ever Is 
less . The difference here Mr. Speaker is that there is fifteen slots for the House, and ni ne 
i n the senate . Twenty-four slots, and that some people d()~ as we are all aware since we have 
all been candi_dntes, who will have a chance of making up their minds very close to election 
time. I t is the flexib1l ity there for an ind i vidual. to decide Mr. Speaker, at the las t minute, 
whether to run or not. Mr. Speaker . i.n the cask of our good colleague from Tinian, is 10% orl 

250 signatures, which ever is less . So is the registered voters in Tinian at the last election 
Mr. Speaker, is 533 , all he needs is 64 signatures. 

Speaker Sablan: As long as the less is there. 

Rep r esentat ive Gr egorio Sab.lan : ],'or the legisla ture Mr. Speaker, I think it could be less. For 
the House in this matter, 250 ~ignatures or 10%;, which ever is less. I have taken into account 

J, the conditions of the number o r electorat es in each particular election district. Some of us 
would notice Mr. Spcaker ~ yes, we were candidateI! s even before the convention s , some of us were 
really, you know, half way there. We were not fully committed to the fact that we were running 
for office. However~ Mr. Speaker, in the case of the Governor, the positions of the Governor, 
and the Lieutenant Gove rnor, I think they should be r · qulr ed that they star t seriously becoming 
f ull time candidate two years in advance. The ~ame thing 1s being addressed here to the Office 
o[ th e Mayor. that at least 10% or 500 signaturfs, Again, whi.ch eVPT is less. I nsk my good 
colleagues to seriously consider the amendments. I think on page 4 inside, "i t 1S worth look Ln g 
into it than just a glance. J am amendable to ~he fact that we place the amendments under 
UnfiniAhed Business and that when we consider t~e bill on its second reading~ each would have 
l:"evicw the matter and then each put in our inpuit. But I ask my colleagues to seriously conside 
th e ame ndments I have proposed today. 1 

Speaker Sablan: Can yOll put that into a motion ?1 

Represen t a ti· ve Cregal"" 10 S bl..an: Yes..Mr Speaker ~ I move tl,at t.he amendments I have offered~a 
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consider i n our next sess ion.today be. put under Unfinished Busine.ss to be , 
, 

There were several seconds to the motion a d the motion carried by voice vot e . 

Speake r Sablan: The fJoor amendments offered byl Representative Greg Sablan will be placed on 
s e co nd reading for considerat i on . I 

Representative Gregorio Sablan : At t his point i f. time. T move t hat we pass House Bill No. 10 , 
H.D. I, on it$ first r eading. 

There were several seconds to t he motion ahd the motIon carried by voice vot e . House 

Bill No. 10. H.D. 1 . passes the House on its fitst reading. 


H. B. No . 30: " TO REPEAL SECTI ON 3(i) OF PUBLI f: LAW 1-9 ,; TO AMEND SECTION 209 OF PUBLIC LAW 
3-43; TO AUTHORIZED TO USE THE COVENANT TRAIN I NG FUND . SECTION 702 (a) OF THE 
NORTKERN MARIANAS COVENANT, IN TKE TRAINING OF EMPLOYEES OF BOTH PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE SECTORS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

1 

Floor Lend"r Nakatcsulcasa: Mr. Speaker I mov!' fa",I the passage of II. B. No . 30 on its first 

r ead ing, 


Speaker Sabl~n. : As amend ed by the Committee ? 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa : Yes. 

Representa tive Fitial seconded the motion, 1 

Speaker Sabla n: Discllssion . 
___ __-- - 4· - --_ _. -_._----- ­

, 	Represe ntativ,", Fitial: Ready . 

Represe.ntative Gregorio Sablan: Yes , I have a question. Section 3 here Mr. Speaker . t o be 
amended, t o put in the wor.d "restriction," Is th is deleting the sec t ion on tl a u t horiza tion? " 

Re.pr esenta tive Benigno Sablan: What line is that? 


Representative Gr egorio Sablan : Well. if YOll lobk a t the Committee Report, the ame ndme n t reads 

"restriction," Sec tion 3 . Is thjs in lie o of S,ec t ion 3 . "authorization ?" Or does th e 

"authorization," sec tion becomes Section 4 , a nd1 Iladministration, " becomes Section 5 ? 


Repres en ta tive Benig no Sab] an: Tha t is correet. 1 


Speaker Sab.}an : Is tha t clea r' 


I 
Representat jvc Gregor~Q . Sahlan: Or is Sec t ion ~ t o become a s ec tion in 11eu of "authorization? " 

Speaker Sab lan: Le t us have a s hort recess to c1l arify tbis, 

The House recessed a t 4:03 p.m .. 

The House r e.convened a t I.: 04 p. m.. 

Speaker Sab lan: The session sha ll now reconvene. We are still disc ussing H.B. No. 30 as 
ame.nded by the Committee. I will like to recognize Representative Greg Sablan to clar1fy your 
concern prior to r ecess. I 

Rep r esen tat ive Gregorio Sabla n: I think the go·od Chair on JGO has clarifi ed that Sec t ion 3 
would now be a IIrest rict ion ," sec t i on. SectiOl~ 4 will be a n "authoriza t ion , " section. Section 
5 will be an " administra t ioll, 1I section, and Sed tion 6 will be the lI e ffec tive date. " At. thi sI poin t In time Mr. Speaker, I move that we pass H,B . No. 30, __ 
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Speaker Sablan : Before I recognize that, Repres ntative Fitial is raising hi s hand. May IIrecognize hi m first. 

Re pr esenta tive Fitial: Wha t happ ens to Sec tion ~ . 
I 

Representative Gr egorio Sablan: Still there. I 
Representat ive F "tial : And Section 2, according / t o t he new Sec tion 3 , there should be some fund

Iauthorized or appropriated und er Sect ion 2. 

I	Speaker Sablan: Yes. Sec tion 3 will cover that f f und s aut hor ized and app r op riat ed. 

Represen t ative Benigno Sablan : That will be Section 3. 
I 

I 


Representa tive Gregorio Sablan: Section 3 is "res triction." It should be followed by Section 
4. 

I
, Speaker Sablan: 1 mean the original Section 3 . 
I 
~epresen ta t iv~ Benigno Sablan: It will now be Sec tion 4. 

I
I 

Rep r esen ta t ive Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, may I a s k tha t the Chair r ef lec t a ne" hi l l when 
we put th is . . 

I 
Speaker Sablan: Yes, on the second r eadin g . 1 think that will be bes t to clear this up on the 

I second reading. The proposed commi tte e amendments will be a ne w Section J, and the original 
Sec ti on 3 becomes Sec t ion 4 and we have to r enumber all s ub seq uence sections accordingly. 

! 
Representatille..E.itial c The ne.w Sectjou. ~£ie~s, . C. SeC l;ion 2. I C)'Qu are r eEer r i n ' ~o__ 
"authorization,11 i n Sec tion 2, "authorization,lt! wil l now become Sec tion 4 . ­

Speaker Sab l a n: Yes . Pursuant to section , probably Section 4. Right? 


Representative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, I move tha t we place this bill in Unf inished 

Bus iness for changes and consideration on the ne xt l egisla tive session. I think what we have 
here Mr. Speaker is that the .. 


Repr esentative Fitial : I am only questioning thl' r efer ence that are und er the new sec tion. The 

new section is "restrict ion ," and the ref e r e nce, made under the new s ec tion, is Section 2 . 

Speaker Sablan : Right. 

Representative Fi tial: That is e xplaining that ,"a uthoriza t ion," will become Sec tion 4 t the n 

Sec t i on 2 i s no longer a true reference, or a di r ec t refe r ence . 


Represen t a tive Be nigno Sabl a n: No longer a dir~ t r eference . 


Speaker Sablan: 1 sugges t that we defer this urutil our next session if ther e is no objec tion 

f r om th e Chairman. 


Re resen t.at.jve Be nigno Sabl a n: No objec tion Mr .1 Speake r. 


Speake r Sablan: Any objec t ion [ rom the memb e rs ? 


Representative Pi t tal : No obj ec t ion. 


Speaker Sabl an : So H.B . No. 30 is he r eby deferred back to Unfi nis hed Business for furthe r 
c larifications and corrections on th e measure. I 

http:b(l,d.rl


TY PING GUIDE 20" RE DUCTION 
TVpe Iftol lh." the l ul l Wld,h ilnd he,ght fJ l th!o Ui ll i! wIIJer5 NORTIIERN MARlANA ISLANDS L£GISLATURE wl tnout m"filnl Paqe f'l1Jmbe"$ ihoUld b. CBntll!ll!d In bQ'" 

NMCI '602/2 10 · 7a1 ilt bOn om 

HOUSE .JOURNAL - 7TH SPECI AL SESSION 

H. B. No. 37 : "R ELATIVE TO DISCLOSURE OF OF PRIVATE PERSONS SEEKING TO INFLUENCE 
PUBLIC POLICY." 

Floor Lead e r Nak~tsukasa: T move fo r the pas sag of House Bill No . 37 on its first reading. 

Representa t ive Fitial seconded the motion. I 

Spea ker SabJ;m: Discussion. 

Repres ensentat t ve Fi tial: Ready. 

House. Bill No . 	 37 pa sses th e House on it s irst readi.ng by voice vote. 

H.B. 	 No. 39 : "TO ESTABLISH THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS PROGRAMS, POLICIE 
AND PROCEDlJRES FOR RELIEF FROM THE EFFECTS OF DISASTER, AND TO ESTABLISH THE I 
COMMONWEALTII EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." I 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speake r, I move f 'or th e passage of H.B. No. 39 on its fi r s t 
r. eading. 	 I 

Represen tative 	 Gregorio Sab130 second ed the motion. 

~eaker Sablan: Discussion. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan : Ready . 

House Bi ll No. 39 passes the House on its I irst r eading by voice vote. 

H. B. No . .. 86 , '::1:0 ADTUORIZR THE GQVERN.O.R..~Q. I:;N!T~.& IN.T t:lEGOTIATJ;P SETTLEtl.!'J:JTS WITl~ l:,ANJ)OWNER~ 

ON TlNIAN AND ACQUTRE FEE SIMPLE; TITLE TO THESE LANDS AFFECTED BY THE EXERGI SE 
OF THE OPTION TO LEASE PROPERTY IBY THE GOVERNMENT OF TRE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, TO REPEAL PUBLIC LAW 3-101, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES." 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speaker, I mov e for the. pa ssage of U.B. NO . 86. fl.D. 1, as 
ame nd ed on its 	[lr s t reading. 

Representntive 	Benigno Sablan seconded thel motion. 
, 

Re presen t ative 	Gregorio Sahl a n: Mr. Speaker , if. the re is no objection fr om our good floor 
lead er . I ask him if he c ould rephrase his motilon a nd we first will rec.onsid e r to suspend 
Rule 9; Section 8B. a nd pass this on i t s f irs t !reading and final reading . There i an urgency 
on the ma tt er Mr. Speaker. 

Floor Leader Nak(ltsukasa: No o bJ ection. I 

Representative 	 Gr egorio Sab lan: Okay, at thi s ~oint in t ime Mr . Speaker , I movE' to sutipe.nd 
Rule 9, Section 88 so that we cons id e r the Hou~e Bill No. 86. H.D. 1, on its fir st and f inal 
rcading. 	 I 

Representa ti.v c 	 Be nig no Sablan second ed th I motion. 

Speaker Sablan: Disc us sion. 

Rep r esen tatjv8. 	Gregorio Sablan: Ready. I 
Re pr esentative Francisco Cabrera : Thank you Mr. Speaker. Mr . Speaker, I understand, i( I am 
not mistaken. the money available for the se ttlement with the landowners in Tinian is in the 
e scrow account. Wha t would happen if the U.S. IGovernment do not agree . I n the es('.row account 
there are three z.one . and on l y one z one could He use f or the settleme nt of the Tin.ian land­
owner s in Tinian. What would happen i.f the U. S . Government do no t agree that t he other two 
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zone be use for the settlement of the landowner in Tinian. 
I 	 I 
Floor Lead er Na katsukasa: Mr. Speaker, at this point. in time we are only making a motion for thIsuspension o f ru l es. I think we s hould continu ' in this state be [are we 

Speaker Sablan: Yes. This is only a motion for l suApension . 

I1_	 __Renresentativc Fetial: Ready for the question Mr. Speaker. 

The; Illotion to suspend Rule 9, Section 8D and 93 were earried by voice vote. 

ShOU1~Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speaker , we give the opportunity to the linian Delegate. 

Represen tative Francisco Cabrera: You have to effectuate the motion first before .. 

Speaker Sablan : No. Now we are in order to effectuate the motion for H.B. No. 86. 

I Represen t a tive Gr egorio Sablan : He is yielding the privUege of making a motion to our good 
Delegate from Tintan. 	 I 

Representative Francisco Cabrera : So you want me to make a motion? 

Floor Le ad e r Nakatsukasa: By all means my frien~ . 
Re pres e ntativ Francisco CabreE.'!: Mr. Speaker , I will l;'k" to make a motion to pass H.B. No. 
86, H.D . I, on i t s fi rst and final reading. 

Representati.ve Gregorio Sablan seconded th motion . 
. - - _ .._--- - ;- -	 _ I 

Spea ke r Sabl~"-: Discllssion on the b i ll. I 
II Represen ta t1ve ,i ia 1: Ready. (Laughter) 	 1 

J 	 Representative Francisco Cabrera: Yes Mr. Speaker. I just like to ask a question. If I 
am not mistaken, I know that the money available for the settleme'nt with the landowners in 
Tinian is the money in the escrow account. I upderstand that the escrow account is divided 
into three zone, and only one zone s hould he use out of the three zones, $1 million should be 
availabJ" for the settlement. What happens if ,the U. S. Government do not agree that the other 
two zones be Ilse for the settlement on the land issue,? 

j 

Re pTesentative Gregorio Sa bl an : Two things Mr. Ispeaker. Firstly, there is a clallse here that 
SrlyR , because there is no guaran tee thA.t the U. 'S. Government would agree. There have been on 
and of f discussions. Number two M.r. Speaker, t.he $6 mi11ion is j ndee d intended for that zone 
that has the privute landowners. The zone acco:unt money is indeed in the first place was in­
tended Ea r that particular zone that has the p ~vate lands on it. 

Speaker Sablan: lrregardless whether how many ones are on that? 

Representative Gregorio Sahlan: No . There are three zo nes. On e zon e is wher e Mr. Ken Jone.s 
has his lands. Numb r two zone is all public and. The last zone that the znne account has 
is indeed int e nded. that is the rerlson it was J laced in zone accotlnt or in escrow as they say, 
because the Gov e rnment of the Northern Marlana~ has no c lellr title , or has title in fee SImple 
to lo'e property. That is my response. There ,is Rlso Mr. Speaker a section in here that the 
negotiatIon will be ~ubject to the U. S . Government releasing its interest on the money. Or 
the $3 .5 will become effective when the Governdr certifies , provides a written certification 
to the providing officers say ing that the U.S. Iwill indeed release the money. There is a very 
valid concern of our good colleague which has been addressed before. 

Speake r Sablan: Yes . His concern is addressed on SecU.on 7 on the bill. 

CW9 
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Representative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, at this point in time, I have floor amendments to 

offe r for H.B. No . 86, H.D. 1.. Mr. Speaker, under privilege, may I please make a s tat ement 

before my amendment is even r ead by our House Clerk
I . 
Speaker Sn h lan : Proceed. 

I 
Repr~s e.ntative Gregorio Sablan : Hr. Speaker and : my dear colleagues, I submit for your considera­
tion a t this PO l ot in time, proposed amendment t o H.B. No. 86, H.D. 1, mad e from my und e r s t and­
ing, a rec e nt change of ev e nt s , and on my ud e rstanding of cons titutional authorit y based o n a l I I 
interest, money earned from Section 803, Covenant money, exclusive of the interes t f rom money

I ea rmarke d to the Ame rican Memorial Park. The r~cent court ac tions on the RomiHher versus 
Mariana s Public Land Corporation and Maria nas pOblic La nd Trust ve r s us Mar i ana s Public Land I 

I Corporation are indeed worth consider ing . The very recent Ma rianas Public Land Trust versus 
I Har iana Public Land Corporation Civil Ac tion ende d in an out of court settlement , Mr. Spea ker. 

For everyone 1 s informa tion , the se t tlement is uns e t tIed. Ther e are ma t t ers tha t certainly I 
need compromise from both parties and other matters that, in my opinion, may need additional 
judicial review and stamp of app roval. A matt er o f s peci f i c concern is that of the Interest 

, money earned from the Sec tion 803 (b) money whil!, it wa s in the hand of MPLC. This amount, I 
I believ e , is about $3 million. It is unreasonable to s urmIse Mr. Speaker that MPLT i ~ insisting 

t hat the $3 million interest s hould be tran s ferr ed by Harianas Public Land Corporation to 
Mariana s Public Land Trust who will in turn transf er it to the general revenue account of the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana I slands Gor ernmento And since Marianas Public Land 
Corporation has to date kept the $3 mill ion, it is not conjecture to interpret their action to 

I mean that they fepl they have eve ry right to keep the interest mon ey. Tha t is the dispute at 
hand right now. Point in case is that if Mariana s PubJic Land Trust position is correct , that 

! i f the arg ume nt that all inte r es t money earned f rom Section 803(b), Covenant money , earned while 

Iit was in the hand of MPLC should be transf e rrer. to MPLT, then it is logical to arrive at the 
conclusion that the inte.rest earned from the jofint account witll the United States Government 
s hould also en~u~-1n t he Ge~ral Rev~ccount of t he Commonwea lth of the Nort hern Hariana 

.~. t - . - _ . .. - - - ---. . - _ _ __ _~~ - _ 

Is land s Governmen t. That i s a dispute which haF' not been se ttle Hr. Speaker. To be very 
ho nes t Hr . Speaker, n hand shaken agreement reach between MPLC and HPLT in front of a judge, is 
no ha ndshake . One agency i s still stabbing the other be hind their back. 

My basic worry her e Mr. Speaker, is this, if we are to proceed with the normal course of 
business and pass House Bill No. 86, H.D. 1, j n·tact, we are in eff ect making constitutiona l 
interpretation just like the Th ird Legislature did by ena c ting Public Law 3-101. We a re in 
effec t taking sides in the disput e between MPLT a nd MPLC . We are in eff ec t unreasonahly being 

1in.attentive to case laws that s tate that "There is no basic authority for the Legis la t ure to 

incorporate or declare whnt the Consti.tution me,ans . 1I For reference , we should go hack to 

Civil Ac tion No. 8 3-401, Mr. Speaker, the Connno,nwealth Trial Court, Romisher versus MPLC and 

further go ing into U.S~ Case Laws of U.S. versuis Nixon, Bank of Hamilton ve r s us Dud ley, e t c" 

Camacho versus Civil Service Commission. I 


If we pro ceed with the norma l course of business before us t oday and pass House Bill No . 

86, H.Il. 1. intact , and it is e v entual l y rule i n Court of Law that the arg ume n t that all in­

ter es t money of the Covenant Section 803(b) sh~uld e ventually e nd up in the Commonwealth of t h 

Northern Mariana Islands Government General Revienue Account, and inte r es t money has already 

been ex pended by acq uiring the pr i.va te land an~ the n , we must today acknowledge our negligence 

t.o the ef f ect of the court deciSIon i n the Manglona ve rsus Camacho Ca se . A class ic case where 

Rf ter th e Gove rnment Employees ha s been paid, has foll.owed Government Regulatio ns , has been 

paid the money and have expended the money, th 'y were requi red by Court Order to return every 

cent. Mr. Speaker, we are not talking h e re of about a c ouple oE thousands of dollars. We are 

tal k 'ing a bout millions of do lla rs. I do not tHink our ci ti zens can afford to pay that money 

back onc e the money is paid a nd ex pended. I 


Mr. Spea ke. r Clnd my good colleagues , I feel, and many of you must agree with me ~ that 

tbere are still too mnny "ifs, ands," a nd or "qutS!11 wi th the Section B03(b) Covenant money , 

and until all outstandIng issues are final ly aqd full y se ttled would we be ahle t o acquire a 

comprehensive his tor jca l understanding of the ~atter and then be f ur ther able t o turn this 

und e rstanding into a knowledge whe r e we could base our decision. Until then, I must urge all 

of you to ~o .in me in sup~ort of th e proposed a' endm ents. I stand r ea dy t~ ans~e: as much of 

your quesrcons as I poss1bly can. 1 th a nk you very much [ o r g i ving me tIns pr1v1lege. 


- --- - ------- - - , 
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At this point in t i me Mr. Speaker, I ask the C1r rk to read the amendment s . 

Speake< Sablan: Will the Clerk please read the roposed amendments offered by Representative 

Greg Sablan. 


Chief Clerk : Floor amendment to H.B. No. 86, HLD. 1, offered by Rep<esentative Gregorio C. 

Sablan . On page 2 of H.B. NO . 86, H.D. 1, line, 20 is amended to read as follo"s: The Governor 

shall not expend more than $6,565 ,800.00 to acq~ire all of the Tinian property affected. 


Represen~~ tive Pedro Guerrero: Question . 


Speaker Sablan: I will like to hear" motion 

Representative Cregorio Sablan : Yes Mr. Speaker!, at this point in time I will like to make a 
mot ion that we pass the floor amendment I proposed. 

Representative Fitial seconded the motion. ' 
I 

Speaker S.':'Elan : Discussion on the proposed floolr amendments offered by Represe ntative Greg 

Sablan . 


Re pr esentat ive Pedro GuerreTo: Question . I 

Speaker Sablan : Ques tion. Recognize Representative Pete Guerrero . 


RepreEentativc Pedro Guerrero : This proposed amendment deleted the phrase "plus interest 

accrued from January 6." Does that mean that t r iS amount is limited on ly to that amount? 


Represen-tative Gregorio sab " an' yes_Mr SpeakEir ..__ l.t- essentially,-.because therLia tlo_..~Jear 
understanding yet on how the inte rest money cOlljld be expended , it limi.ts the money available 
for the acquisition of the private lands to 6~ million . 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: Thank you HL Speake r. 

Speaker Sahl~~: Further que stion? You may proceed Representative Guerrero. 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: He has answered ~lY question. Thank ycw . 

I 
Represen tative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, I , am worried that if, and a lot of people are 
saying that I am wrong. and maybe I am wrong, apd 1 hope to God that I am wrong, hut there is 
a case law that has been presented before the Commonwealth Trial Court. If i~ i s move 
that supposedly we a cquire the land for the $6. '5 million pIlls the interes t earned from 
January 6. 1983, and the court rules Mr. Speake< that the interest money be expended equally, 
if we have to return that money_ what we can d~ Mr . Speaker is send that money and then the 
MI'LC or the escrow money be immediately transf~r to MPLT, who will immediately transfer to us 
and then we can appropriate the money to the l~ndowners. I do not mind. I do not mind that 
they get the money. Mr. Speaker, people think it is a joke, but it is R case law in our 
Trial Court before the Honorable Judge Robert Hefner . When he decided that money already 
expended, given to citizens of CNMI have to be !repaid back. Everything was legal. Every 
process was followed . . EveJ;y process was foll0"1ed to withhold what is constitutional. It was 
ruled unconstitut ional, although it was l egall y! done. It was unconstitutionally done. The r e 
is a different question here between a legalit~ of an act and the constitutionally of the need s 
That is what I am scared of. The dispute between the HPLT and I1FLC M.r. Speaker, keeps re­
volving around one crucial issue, and that is 9he interest money. MPLC, the only r eason in 
my estimatl.on, my own guess, the only reason t l]?y refused to turn over the $3 million is be­
cause they already expended it . That is the only reason Mr. Speaker why they have not return 
the money. It is not because the lawyers feel that MPLT is right on this. I1FLT is right on 
this, but they have already expended the money land tbey are trying to put together $3 million 
to pass it out. Once MPLT gets the money Mr. Speaker , it will have to transfer it to the 
General Account [or its appropriation by the Legislature. We have to be very careful here, 

---------------------------- ~--
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because Mr. Speaker if we put the interest mone, as acquisition and the Governor goes ahead and 

I 

he nSe this money, not YOll and I, nor the Gover~or is going to he required to pay back the 

Government. It will be the landowners. Some of the landowners are wealthy. They do not need 

the money immediately Mr. Speaker. They can pr~bably put it in the bank and let the i nterest 

pay back. Some of the landowners Mr. Speaker ate going to have this money, and this is going 

to happen to them once ina life time. Mr. Spe~ker, they are not going to spend the money 
unwisely . In their own judgement, they are goipg to spend it wisely, but by the time that this 
decision comes down Mr. Speaker, by that time, Itt will be too lat e . Some of them will not be

I	able to pay i.t back to the Government. I am honestly concern Mr. Speaker. If the interest 
money cnn he pass to MPLT who would in turn pass to us, I would introduce legisla tion Mr.,
Speaker, and forth reading all the interest money so that it will be paid to the Tinian land­
owners. I have no ohjection to tbat. I will b~ the first one, but Mr. Speaker, we got to 

I 	 follow the rule. The rule today, at this point in time, there are too many "if s, ands, or buts, U 

in thi s matter, in this issue, and it has not been answered. 

Represen t ative Fitial: Thank you Mr. Speaker. The effec t of the proposed amendment offered by 
Representative Sablan is to effectively limit the power of the Governor . Section 3 of House 

, 	Bill No. 86 sets forth the authority or the fee~ing that the Governor has in effectuating the 
payment of the Tinian land l ease. The LegislatUre will still have to come with an ap propriation 
act to make the money availahle for actually paying the landowners . This is not an appropria­
tion measure. This is an authorization measure and this along cannot allow the Governor to use , 
the money without an appropriation act. I 
Representative G,ego rio Sahlan: Yes. Mr. Speaker, may I answer. 	 I 

I 
Speak r Sa hl a n: You may response. 

Representat i v e Gregorio Sablan: I took it one J ep further Mr. Speaker. I did talk to 
authority on the _m:l.Uer Apt.horj t y tb.a..Lh.as irll _t.he p.ass b..een ins..tr_umentaL i Qto-.ae,ei-n&.-.tltls 
thing done. It has been disclosed that yes, t1e intent of the joint account was that t he 

Government mu st be able to provide to the U.S. Government the leasing point that this money 

was intended for tha t purpose. We do not have to appropriate the money Mr . Speaker. That is 

fi'ed-=ra] Grant- Because it is U S. Federal Money for a speci fic purpose, it is considered as 
Federal Grant according to the Planning and Bud'geting Act. Just like money for the hospital , 
money for foodS tamps. It is a Federal Grant hecause it js for a specjfic purpose. We do not 
have to appropriate it. Those issues have been readily add resseil and resolved Mr. Speaker. 
The only issue outstanding is the money intere~t . 

I 
Repres ~tative Pi t ta l : I am referring specific~lly Mr. Speaker to the interest. 

Representative Gregorio Sahlan: Oh yes. 

Speaker Sablan: That has to be appropria t ed. 


1 

Representative Fitial: Right. That is why 1 aj saying that the effect of this proposed floor 

amendment would lj,mit the authority of the r;ov , rnor to sppnd the principle. 


Representative Gr egorio SabIa",: The prinCiple. I Right. Exactly. 

I 
Representative Fitial: And the Legislature willi still have to come in with an appropriation 
ac t to make. the inte r est available for the Gov r nor to us e to pay the Tinian landowners. 

~epresenta tiv e Gregorio Sahlan: Exactly Mr. Speaker, and I wiJ I hie the first to a~k the good 
Chair to call a session and t. hat we will pass 4egislation to that effE'_ct. 

Representative Fiti.al: But there is presently J r. Speaker, the bill in its present form, there 

1s nothing wrong with it. Th is serves as an ati thorization, or providing the Governor the 

feeling or the authorization to spend or to co, e in later on an appropriation to spend public 

funds or interest to pay the Tinian landowners . 
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Representati.ve Gregorio Sabl_'!E..: Yes Mr. Speaker" to be very honest, the Governor has made" it 
ve ry cl ear to everyon e that sat down with him and said, "I am going to pay the entire escrow 
amount, inclus ive the inte.rest. " Re has made it v e rv clear that he is going to go as far up 
as $3 .13, $3.15 for that matt e r. That includesl inte~est money. If yo u calculate Mr. Speaker , 
$6!" million, calculat that with 2,400,000 square meters, you end up with $2.73. Mr. Speaker, 
I am not worried that the entire be us e. Fine with me. 1 think some of this people have been 
waIting sin e January 6th. That money is intended for them, and that all the money should go 
to the.m . I have no qualms. My only worry here is that if people spend the mon e y, and the 
dHfer e.nC(, betwee n MPLT and MPLC is resolved in MPLT's favor, then we are in trouble. No, not 
you and I, the landowners that has to pay the mpney back. Mr. Speaker , we are talking h e re 
about the sum of approximately $1 million to $lb million. That is a lot of money. We are 
t a lkin g her e about something, about $0.4Q a squhre me ter. That is a lot of money .for some 
peapl:. I a~ not worry ahout the weal~hy la~dow~ers. ,I am worried about those owne.rs w~o will I 
com 1nto th~s type of money for the fust t1me; 1n the~r lives. We have Commonwealth Trlal 
Court Case Law Mr. Speaker . Let us ftftt forget that case law Mr. Speaker, because the Court I 
Order to the reclpien ts o f mone ' dul y expended, to r idmb..rse the Gov e r nmllllt . ' . To pay it back . 
Legally e xp e nded, and the person who authorized the expenditure never got to go to court . 

r, 	Never has to pay hack a penny. Did not have to pay for a L'lwyer. It was the people who 
received the money that had to get a lawyer, an~ had to pay the Government hack. That is my 
worry here Mr. Speaker . The decision makers never got to lose anything. 

Representative Fitial: Thank you Mr. Speaker. .r 101;].1 l i ke t o. post a question 0 en"g essman 
Sablan. The interest that we EIre speaking off p l1 Section 3) the way I understand Section 3, 
the interest that is being question here is only the interest on the escrow. 

Speaker Sablan: Right. 

Representative ['itial : Ri ght. 


--- - ~- - ----

Re presen t a t i v e Gregorio Sablan: Yes , on the escf ow. 

Repre sentativ e F itia~: So, why limit the authority Governor t o only the principle. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan_: Because it is my understanding in tIle constitutional authority 
that all int"r"st Is s pecifically earmarked for the American Memorial Park. Everything else 
has to he appropriated by t he Legislature. 

Representative Fitial: Right. This is an autho~izati.on. Later on, the r.ov(l:rnor ca.nnot just 
take the interest and pay the Tinian landowners wi.thOllt an appropriation act. 

Represen ta tiv e Gregorio Sablan: Are you speaki h g for the Governor Representative Fltial, that 
he wi ll not expend anything over $6 million? 

E.~r.e sen t a t i v e Fitial : Not wi.thout an approp ria'tion act. 

. I 

Representative Gr e gorio Sablan: Are YOl! speak1ng for the Governor that that is fiis position 
Repr s entative Fitial? That he will no t e.xpend' more than $6 , 565,800? 

I 

Representative Fitial: 1 want to make myself vety clear. Anything, interest, okay J that the 
Governor will us e to pay the Tinian landowners lnust be appropriated by the Legislature.

I 

Representative Gregorio Sab l an: Okay. Right. Then why do we have to put the words, "plus 
in ter s t accrued from January 6, 1983." 

Re.prese.n ta tive <'i t.inl: This is an au thoriza tionl, s bill which will au thorize the Legislature 
later on t o c ome i n with an A.ppropriation act tb appropriate th~ amount, when the interest is 
known to this Legislature. how much interest we are taJ.king ahout . 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Let the record l e£ lect Mr. Speaker , that even the Minority 
Leader the Minority Leader went on r e cord today and said that this is only an authorization , 

http:autho~izati.on
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and that if the Gove rnor expend $0 .01 over will be doing it at his own risk. 
r 

Representative Fitial: I want to ma ke this clea~ . This is not an appropriation act and nobody. . ,
can expend pub l ic f unds without an appropr~at~o~ Gct. 

, 
Rep resenta tive Gregorio Sablan: So you are tell t ng me, the thing is, the Gove rnor , anyone who 
had sat down with him, he has argued that he i5 1g01ng t o pay between $3.13 pe r square meter. 

Now if he does not hGve the right to expend, if we do not appropriate the interes t mone y Mr. 

Speake r, the n he cannot pay that amount. Right? 


Representa t ive Pedro Guerrero: That is right. I 
Repre sentat i ve Gregorio Sablan: So arc we saying here Mr. Speaker that we are go ing to go 
ahead and expe nd the money? Why don't we put in $6~ million and then once the money i s l e t go 
by the U. S. Governme nt , it can be transfer . It can be done 1n the MPLT. It moves. It sends 
the money to us. We act on the same day, a nd pass l egislation appropriating the int erest money . 
Mr . Speaker, let us be honest. Some of these people are going to come with this money, the 

, first time in thei r lives . Probably the only d .me in their lives and they are go ing to e xpend 
I it Mr. Speaker, nnd then after they expend it and the dispute between MPLC and MPLT is se ttled, 

and I s due i n favor of MP LT, guess who is going to pay. It is no t you a nd 1. Tt is not 
; Governor Tenorio . I t is go ing to be the r ec ipient s of the money . 

iRepresentativ e Fitial: Before I yield Mr. speak~r , I f you are afraid that that might ha ppen, 
I why are you volunteering that you will be the fir st to appropriate the money? (Laughte r) 

1Represe~tative Grego rio Sablan : Because it wi ll be do ne the right way Representative Fitial. 

!\epresentat ~ve Fit i"l : Let us do ;it the right wl y . We authori ze and the.n come in late r on an 
a ppropria tiOll ac..L. ___________ _ ____ ~__ .___ 

I
Representative Gregorio Sablan: Becaus e there is no guarantee. There i s absolutely no guaran­

r -~~~~~~~~~~-~~~7I t ee thGt says the Governor will not expend anything ove r $6~ million. If I can ge t that 
guarantee in writing now, we will pass it as it i s. Ther e is ab so lutely no guarantee. I 
asked the ques tion during the public hearing of ' the Governor's Counsel , he canna t t e ll me . 
Public hearin g . You were not there . I wa s . I asked Mr. Price how much the Governor is going 
to pa y, a nd he will not tell me. He will not t 11 tha t he will no expend mor e than $6.5 
million. Believe me , the Attorney General will not t e ll me. 

Representa.tive Fltial : Our function he re as l egf sla tors 

Re prese ntative Gregorio Sablan : My fun ct ion here as a legtslator is to sa feguard the resources. 
the inte rest of bo th the Government and the people. Mr. Speaker, if we have to pay this and 
later on have the court come in and take back from this people, it i s un fa ir to them. Right? 

I
Re presentativ e Fitial: So are you saying that W:e are not goiog to appropriate the interest? 

Representative Grego r io Sablan: If the money i sl l et go tomorrow by the U.S. Governme nt, be­
cause the Public Land transfe rred to Public Land Trus t, trans ferred to us, I will ask the 
Chair. to go i nto session and I will introduce l !egislation to appropriate the ent i re interest 
money to the T.inian landowners. 

ISpeaker Sabla n: On the escrow account. 

Rep rese ntaLive Gregorio Sablan: No problem on ~hat. 1 am not worried about the money . They 
should ge t the mon e y . I think the y are entitl to it. My worry here is that we give it t o 
them th.is way and ev en tllally the court is goin to say put i.t back . He's done it ber or e wi th 
Manglona ver s us Camac ho. He's done it before . Even after the. people l egally got the money. 
He ruled tha t It was unconstitutional and he tdok it back and put i. t back in the general f und., 
This is a case law he fo re the trial court. Sa~e Jud ge ~ Hefner . 

----------------1 
rn 
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I

Representative Fitial: Mr. Speaker, for the lasf time, you know I am speaking on the floor 

amendment and the f loor amendment as i t looks to me is only providing l i mitation on the 

authorization that this Legisla ture is trying to give to the Governor. In other wordS, thIs 

will not authorize the Governor to use interest ' to pay the Tinian landowners. 


I 
Repr esenta t i ve Gregorio Sablan: I see your poine. Very valid concern. I move that we go on 
recess and invite the Governor here to see his point. Have the Governo ~ tell this House, on 
the record, that nnless the Leg islature appropriates the interest money , that he is not going

I to expend anything over $6 .5 million, unless the Legislature appropriates the i nterest money. 

I
I Representative Fi t ia l: The Governor should cond~ct himsel f l egally Mr. Speaker. So I am saying, 
it is now up to us whether to grant the Governor the authorization to expend more than the 

principle , or jllst the principle. 


Speaker Sablan: 1 thin k there is a question here that rais es some question, and that is whe ther 
this bill 1s just an authorization, because to me it looks that once th i.s becomes a law, mon ey 
can be legally expended for that purpos e . 

Representative ~ltia l: Not the interest. 

Speaker Sablan: Only an authorization? 

principle., yes . 
I 

Representative Fitial: Not the interest.t 

Speaker Sabla n: Yes , but the way i t is written right now. 

Representa tIve Pitial: Well, let us as k the Leg 1 Counsel. Is this an appropriation act? 

S_peaker _Sablan: _e. t. ..us baye Q... s bott r~ess. -1-----­

The Hon se recessed at 4:45 p.m .. 

The House reconvened at 5 :01 p . m .. 

Speaker Sab l an : Prior to recess, we were still discussing the proposed amendment offered by 

Rel'resentative Greg Sablan. You may proceed. 


Rep r esentatIve Gregorio Sabl~ : At th i s point ip t i me, I r escind my proposed amendment to H.B. 

No. 86, H.D. 1, and Instead, I offer in lieu ofI' another propos e amendment Mr. Speake r, and 1 

ask the Clerk t o r ead out. 


5peaker Sablan: Will the Clerk please r ead the Ifloor amendment. 

ChIef Clerk: Floor amendment offered by Repres.entative Gregorio C. Sablan (KnillJ to H. B. No . 
86, H. D. 1: On page 2 , line 21 de l e t e the per·bd (.) and insert in lieu of the following; 
(;) Provided, however, that the j nterest will b;e subject to the conditIon that the Legislature 
appropriat e s that amount for expenditure once the interest amount is definit ly identified in 
the Commonwealth Treasury. I 

Represen;_at~ve . C le d" t·f· d" ". . G'regor 1.o Sa blan : an we put t I I~ord" an be t ween "·d1 en 1. 1e and ".In. 

" .. . identt Et ed and t n the Commonwea lth Tre~sury." Thi s i.s a typogrnphical e rror Mr. 

Speaker. Human e rror. 


Spenker Sabla n: Insert afte r the word "identif i ed ,,, Hand. 'I Yo u may put that into a motion. 

Rept;esentative Gregorio Sabla~ : Mr. Speaker. I mov e that we consider the floor ame ndment T 
just offered to H.B. No. 86, H. D. 1 . 

I 

Representative Juan Guerrero seconded the 'motion. 

1:lil5 
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Representative Gregorio Sablan: If we pass the Joor amendment it will become H.B. No. 86, H. 
ID. 2. 

Speaker Sablan: Discussion. Recognize RepresenFative Pete Guerrero. 

IRepresentatjve Pedro Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, I want to be educated a little bit on this parti­
I cu] aT Rec tion ) and I say ed~cate Mr. Speak:r. pn this sec t ion, especially on tJ~e proposed 

amendment, okay, one, j belleve that the hrst amendment offered by RepresentatJ.ve Sahlan 
(Kilili), still stands?

II Representative Gregorio Sablan: Has been rescin~ed. 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: Rescinded. Okay. Now, I have another question. Mr. Speaker, 
that means if the Governor negotiates on the $6,565,800.00 and the landowners are not satisfied 
under thiFi amount and the landowners took action and take the Governor to court and the court 
finds that the landowners are entitle to more, 'plus interest, does that means that under this 

, particular section, that money can be expend mOire than the $6,565,800.00 under this proposed 
amendment? 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Yes. The Governor can go ahead and negotiate the $6.5 million 
plus the approximately $1.2 million interest. No, T am sorry. $6.5 million plus $1 million 
interest, about $7.5 million. Or the Governor f an for that matter go ahead and negotiate for 
let us say $3.15. With thi.s he might. He can r.egotiate that with the landowners and say, look, 
give me your ti tIe in fee simple today, and I w.ill let the U. S. Governmen t to release the 
interest tomorrow because then we can transfer the title and if has the title, he can initiate 
the property, and then three days after that he can pass the money to MPLG, MPLT, and the 
Legislature will go into Ressioo, pass a law, ~ss a bill, enact a bill, the Governor sign it 

and pay the remaining. Say, the Governor owes'bnd pays four days after negotiations and he 

pays $2.50, but.-t.hc.ncgaJ:laJ:ed awOI lD t-ia.....$.J.J5,1.su....Lhen_WQen .khe ...i nteres\;..J1IQney ~r;s _ap£!,o- _ I 
priated by the Legislature, pay the remaining "l"ney, say within a week or a cOliple of days, 
say 30 days, blit the negotiation amount say coJld go up as high as $3.15, blit the initial 
payment would be $2.50 and then once we appropriated the interest, we can pay them the 
additional. 

Speaker Sablan: That is correct. 

Represe n tative Gregorio Sablan: There is no there. That is the .... 

Representative Fitlal: Standard procedure. 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: So In a way, we rre talking in terms of lumpsum money, you 

know, what is negotiated ,.,i th the Governor, that 1s the Governor I s business, but what we are 

saying to the Governor here, in essence, when you recite your proposed amendment, will still 

burden the Governor because then it will revert back that the Governor, with the interest, 

cannot expend mOTe than $6,500,000.00 in this ~tage. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Right. True. I 
Representative Pedro Guerrero: That is the int i nt of your proposed amendment. 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: He cannot expe9d it right there and then. He can expend it 
when we give him the interest money. 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: The other quest'on, on this paragraph here, it provides that 
amount for the Governor to negotiate, and work within that amount with interest. 

Representativ~ Gregorio Sablan: Yes, 

~epresentative Ped't.:_~Gu_erre'(o: Now, let us supJose that the Governor, you know, the landowners 
would disagre e: , and take the Gov rnor into COUli t and that the court rules that the Governor 

--------- , 
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'must expend mo r e than tha t amount, what is going to happen. The Legislature ha s fo rbid proposed 
imeasure , has limited the amount that the Governdr mus t s tand, what is going to happen? 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Will you kindly 1rePhrase your ques tion? 

R presentative Pedro Guerrero: The ques tion here Is that the language limits the Governor to 
expend only that mu ch money, i nc lud ed interest . 

I 
I Representat~ve Gr egorio Sablan : Right. $ 7~ million . 

IRep r esenta t ive Pedro Guerrero: Okay , and if for /examP l e , Mr s . Mathew is not 

RepresentatIve Gregorio Sab l an : Even if someone is not sa tisfy with $3.15 . 

!Representati.ve Pedro Guerr ero : Even i.E someone ~s not satisfy , you are still limiting the 
Gove rnor to expend only that much with interest. 

, Representative Gr egorio Sablan: Right. So if they are not satisfy with the $3 . 15 . Mr. Speaker . 
I the Governor ca n act pursuant to Section 2. I 

Speaker Sab l a n : Condemna t ion . 

I Represen ta tiv Condemnation . 

I 
Re presentative Ped r o Guerrero: Okay . In that particular section . will that provide tbe Governor , 

l or allow the Governor to expend more than what he is . . 

I	Representa tive Gregorio Sablan: Yes . Let me s a~ it this way. Even with cond emna t ion . since 
he is the Go\,ern.01'.L .he can forge t a ll _the land_J. :iJtht now, jJu£_as y~s h~ fi l es the condemna ­
ti.on in court t he has to put up an amo unt of mopey , reasonably, acceptable to- the CDu-rt a s an · 
insurance againRt his taking that i n case . If this goes to court , rest A.ssure tha t this will 
go down between $0 . 85 to a $1.00. 


Repres entative Pedro Gil ner o : May I proceed? 


Spea ker Sablan: Ye", proceed . You still have t /,e floor . 


Representative Pedro Guerrero: Thank you very PlUch Mr. Speaker. I am supporting this House 

Bil l No . 86 as ame nded by the Committee on JGO . , but Mr. Speaker, t o be hones t with you . during 
the public hea ring . no one that a tt ended the public hear ing, Marianas Public Land Corporation, 
Attorney General' s Office, the Governor's Legal) Couns elor advisors , none of the'm ever say that 
Public Law 101 

Representativ e Gr gorio Sablan: 3-101. 

Bepresentatlve Pedro Gue rrero: 3-101 cannot do , he aame concern that we are doing today . 

Representative Gregor io Sablan c Right. I 

Representati.ve Pedro Guerre r o : Now then , it Si J, ly means Mr. Speaker , that if the Go vernor' s 
OHic.e and the Marianas Publ "L c Land co rporat ior{ wanted to expedite this matter , they can do 
so und e r 3-101. People in Tinian ca n be raid, a nd I have made myself c l ear that I Wi-lut th e 
people in Tinian paid . They do have the authority under the Publi c Law 3-101 to expedite 
payments. J 

;R"e",p::.r",e= e.,; :..v =-C e",8,,0:.;r:..L· o = Mr. Sp"ak"r. m y 1.s" n"t;;:a:..:t:..:i ::.e =r.= :.."--=S=ac;b"l,,a n: 

Representative Pedro Guerrero: I j ust want to "lake that known Mr . Speaker. 

http:Representati.ve
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Re presenta tive Gr ego rio Sablan: Mr. Speaker, J i ust want to add on also, at this point i n time , 
f or informa ion, tha t at th"t particular hea ring the Commonwealth Court was not invited. The 
Court Order, Civil Ac tion 83-401 on the Romisher versus MPLC Case , very spec ifically, the Court 
upheld a nd voided some parts of Public Law 3-l0!LPublic Law 3-101 Mr. Speaker , does not ha ve 
a severability c lause. I f you throw out the law without the severability c lause, you are 
throwing out the entire law. So that means if ~ou throw out one word in that law, that means 
the entire law is null and void. That i s what :the Court did. He r e is how the Court did it Mr . 
Sp e ake r. It dId two things . It says, additionally, and even assuming the Legislature will 
have control over the trust f unds, i ts ap propriatin i s fa ulty. No Bper.ific amount are speci­
fied for linp up position, and Pub l i c Law 3-101 origina ted in the Se.nate and at the Hous e. Tha 
part void e d Public Law 3-101 and by the time we 1 had a public hearing , it was no longe r in 
existant of Public Law 3-101. The only reason Le are repeating it in he re Mr. Speaker, is to 
insure that Public Law 3-101 i s indeed d ead. It i s ind eed null and void. That is only an 
ins urance c l ause in here. I feel that because the Court has voided a particular section or a 
part icular fun c tion, of a particular intent of HOllse Bil l No. 3-101, and with the a bsence of <l 

sev e rability c lause , the entire bill is null a nd void. 

Representative Pedro Gue rrero : Information Mr. Speaker.
I 

I 
Speaker Sab.~_an: You s till have the floor. Go ahead. 

Repres entative Pedro 0 ue rre ro: Mr. Speaker, thaE same c oncern raise by Congressman Sahlan was 
brought up during the public hea ring, and in f31 ,that was addressed to th e Governor's l ega l 
a dvis or, and the Go vernor's l egal advisor said !tha t the only sec tion of Public Law 3- 101 tha t 
was affected by the ruling of the Court, I forg.o t what was the sec tion. 1 am s ure Congressman 
Sablan (Kili li) ha s t hat. Any othe r sec tions o,f that Public Law 3-101 remains t he same and 
intac t and as good as anything else. Thank .yowI Mr. Speake r. 

I 

Represe ntative ..Gregoria...5.ahl=:.J1L Sp.eak.e.r:.,_ i _is M .t _for the GQVeJ:l1.<l.L S-<l!; torll.e.Y-to J.~ll us ._ 
you know, what i s null and void here. Without :the sev erahili ty clause in a law, i f one parti­
cnlar section is null and void, the entire law is void, because t_hcre is no section being 
sever hy caLir t. Now, the Governor's counsel is in no position to in t e rpre t timing of co urt, 
timing of law. Jus t li ke the Legislature is in no position to interpret the language of the 
Constitution. That is l eft to the Judicial Brahch. That is inherent of the Case Law o f 
U.S. ver~U$ Nixon. Bank of Hamilton versus Dud ley. Civil Service Commission vers us Camacho . 
Those ar e inhe r e nt prac tice o f law. Now, what Fre we a rguing he re the n, Mr. Speaker . I move 
that we end disc ussion. 

I 

Representa tive Francisco Cabr era second e d the motion. 

Re prese ntativ e Fi t ial : Before we end dis cussiO~ Mr. Speake r, I jus t want to clari.fy just one 
point. Thi s is very important Mr. Speaker. Un'dc r Section 4, Subsection B, li The Governor may 
reprog ram f lll1ds to the MPLC to mee t the purposes of this Act." What f unds are we talking a bout 

here? I 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: Mr. Court has ruled tha t Spe~ker, t J e t~e Marian~s.Public Land 
Corporation ~annot e xp e nd $0.01 to acq u~re, ne~o t~ate , or do anyth.lng w~ th t he Tl.n lan land. 
So what we are doi.ng he r e is authorizing the GdVernor this money . . .. 

R~presentative Fi tia l : Interest. 

Representative G~egorio Sablan: Yes. The interest money. Or for that ma tt e r, bor.row a gainst 
the $6. 5 million . (Laug ht e r) The purpose here ~r. S pe aker is in the case where some o f the 
landowner to exchange, the Governor has to hir, sur.veyors to s urvey th e land. I do not care 
where he gets the money. 

~eaker Sablan: It could be fr om the Execut ive Branch. 

I 

Represen ta tiv Gregor io Sablan: It could be f r om hi s own office. 

http:clari.fy
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Speaker Sablan : Yes . 
, 

Representative Juan Gue rrero: Or from the Legislature for that matter. 


Speaker Sablan: Does that c l arify your questio l Representative Fi t ial ? 

I 

Representative Fitial: Just for the record. 

Represen ta t ive Gregorio Sablan: Because if a person decides t o exchange a proportion of •••• 

Speaker Sablan: Yes . That is correc t. That iJ a good protec tion there. Now I will entertain 
a motion t o end debate. I 

The motIon to end debate on H.B. No . 86, H. D. 1, carried by voice vote. 

The Clerk called the roll for voting purposes on t he amendment. The vo t ing result, ten 
voting yes . 


Speaker Sablan: The f l oor mnendment offered by Representative Gr eg Sablan is hereby adopted. 

We are now to vote on H.B. no. 86 , in for form of H. D. 2, in i t s first and fl nal reading. 
I will now ask the Clerk to call the roll again. 


; 


r RepresentatIve Pedro Gue rrero: Is there a moti~n to tha t effect? 

Representative Gregorio Sablan: There is no motion t o tha t effect . Mr. Speaker , I think we 

are s ubjec t .• 


Speaker Sablan: Yes . I am sorry . We are gOinl back now to discuss the bill i n th e form of 

H.D. 2 • . l .t is-now_ fox dis Cl!ss i OD 4· - -- -----­

Represen ta t ive Gregorio Sablan: I will like to ladd one thing Mr. Speaker, at this point in 
time Mr. Speaker . Ready Mr. Speaker. I am ready. 

Speaker Sablan: I will ask t he Clerk now to call the roll. 

The Chief Clerk cal led the roll for votin~ purposes on the adoption on H. B. No . 86, 
H.D. 2 . The voting result, eleven voting yes . House Bill No . 86, in t he Form of H. D. 2 , 
passes the House in its f irst a nd final reading. 

I 
Representative Gregorio Sablan : Mr. Speaker, p, ivilege. 


Speake r Sablan: Recognize Representative Sabla~ . 


Rep resentative Gregorio Sablan: May I ask the ~hair to expedi te the transmittal of this hill, 

and urge th e Sena t e for its prompt considerati1n. Promp tness in this case having been defined 
by the Co urt is five days. I 
Speaker Sablan: 1-1111 the Clerk take no t es on tnat and please have the bill transmi t by 
tomorrow, early i n the morning. 

Chief Clerk : Yes sir . 

Representative Fitial: Make it aFternoon. (Laught er) 


Speaker Sablan : Further bill in the calendar? II th ink we have a bIll for second readi ng . 


Second Reading: 
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H.B. 	 NO. 35: "A BU"L FOR AN ACT PROVIDING FOR, TII.E LICENSING OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, ARCHI­
TECTS , LAND SURVEYORS , AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS; AND FOR OTII.ER PURPOSES. " 

Representative Juan Guerrero : Mr. Speaker, I wiill like to ask the members that we take action 
on this on our next mee t ing. I will like to offer an amp.ndment but I do not have the amendment 
4ight now. j 

I 
Floor Lead er Naka t suknsa: Mr. Speaker , I move that we defer ac t ion o n House Bi l l No. 35. 

I 
Represen t ative 	Fitial seconded the motion. 

Representativ e Gregorio Sablan : Mr . Speaker , SOl that we can guarantee that we conside r thi s on 
our nex t session, we will place this bill on Unfinished Busjness, tha t way , t here js no t wo 
way around it . 

Speake,~~blan : Yes. T will like the Clerk to pl~ce this on the Unfin ished Business for our 
nex t session . 

I RepresentativE'. Fitial : Just make the moti.o n spetifie . 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSTNESS 

, Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Mr. Speaker, 1 unders!tand that we have two legal counsel here . I am 

sorry Mr . Spe,1ker, bu t I cannot, I do not know how, hecause 1 was not here when Mr. Bergsman


I was hired to work. Hr. Speake-r, at the Opening~SeSSion of o ur Jegi,Rl ative bl lsine$s I recalled 

ve.r y clearly that Mr. Bergsman, when the Republ can and the Demor.rat members of this HOllse 

I we re having some diffe rences, I can still reca l ed vividly when Mr. Bergsman was Ritting at the 
I 	ga lleJ:y _ a~ld ~o.a.c.hillg.. I· b e form e r Speaku----ll~g n,Q ...I.i t;i.al i.n regarch~_"oJul e.9 and pr:.~c.,dures in 

which he was t rying to complicate the isslles folr the Democra t memhe.rs. My firm concern Mr. 
Speaker i s the 	loya lt y oE Mr. Bergsman. Is he 'loyal to the former Speaker Fitial 

Represenrative 	Fiti'll : He be t ter be. (Laughte r ) 

I
Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Or is he loyal to t he present members of this House. Mr. Speaker, I 
canno t. I r es pect Mr. Bergsman , he is a v ery ·jnt e ll tgent attorney, but I q1les t ion his loyalty 
to this House . I canno t , although the fo rmer S~eake1; i s my friend , but there are some issues 
in which we are not in agreement. In good faitp . I cannot still have faith in Mr. Bergsman. 
He might he coaching again Mr. Fitial (laugh tert as t o thp tactics of defea t ing my measures. 
(Laugh ter) Secondly . Mr. Sp~aker. correc t me if T am wro n g because 1. do not kn ow, but I feel 
offended because we have a l ocal legal cO llnsel,1 unfortunarely. T do not know how they select 
Mr. Be~gsman to accompany Congressman Guerrero to Washington. D.C .• pardon me if I am wron g , 
perhaps Congressman Guerrero can enlighten me. but I do not know t hey selected to accompany 
Cong r essman Guerrero , when Mr. Bergsman jus t WO[rk ecl for this Legislature 

Rep r esenta ti ve 	Pedro Guerrero: Which Guerrero i ~ that . 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa: Juan Pan. Mr. Bergsman only started workin g for thi.s Legisla tu re for 
one day. T needed this clear Mr.. Speaker bPccal1s e our objectives is to upgradp. our local 
attorneys . who is Mr. Sem~n. 

Rep rese ntative 	 Fi.tial: That must be a long t erm objec tive. 

Floor Leader Nakatsuaksn: Mr. Speaker, I am notItrying to over rule your decision Mr . Speaker, 
but 

Represen rative 	Fitial: That must be a loag t erm objective. (Laughter) 

Floor Leader Nakatsukasa : Th is is the conCern II have Mr. Speaker. Secondly, I will just like 
t.-o--;~·tE'nd my appreciation to the Minority Leader Fitial for letting me use hi s pick-up and 

-- ----------- - -------- !-	 - - --- ­
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some of my work of a very urgent matter. Again I realize that the Minority are now beginning 

to cooperate with the Majority. Thank you, (L~ughter) 


Representative Gregorio Sahlan: Mr. Speaker, rlmust a lso join our good Floor Leader in echoin 
the fact that I think our professional staff, m st specifically our legal counsels, should he 

t 	loyal to all the memhers of the !louse of Repres~ntattves hecause they are professional staffs. 
However, I would ask that the legal counsel's o~r:ice should be more loyal to the officers of 
the House, and our Floor Leader 1s indeed an officer of the House so they should place more 

1 attention tn his concerns, and of course, putting it through the Speaker 's Offi ce . Mr. Speaker, 
on the matter of Mr. Seman, I can assure you thft th e Office of the Legal Counsel are providing

I	Mr. Seman, at no cost, as!:;istance in trying to pass the bar exam, and once he hecomes a lawyer, 
that will be seriously considered. The Third L~gislature did that and the Fourth Legisla ture 
a re now doing that program. I do share the conCern of our good Floor Leader that loyalty shoul 
be e xtended to all member s of the House. More G.oyalty should be extended to officers. 

Floor Leader Na kacsukasa: Mr. Speaker, may I qualify my statement regarding loyalty. My 
state ment is not to the 'officers, but my stateme nt i.s to the two parties. Whether Mr. Berg.sman 

I i s loyal to the ~tinori ty Leader or to the Speak~r of the Maj ority. This is my conCern. 
I 

Speaker Sablan: All I can say is that during the time Mr. Bergsman was working with the Minority, 
I guess his loyalty has to be with his employer. That is number one. Number two, unfortunately, 
your question will be posted and directed direc tly to Mr. Bergsman. He is not here . If you I 
want to question his loyalty , I do not think yo~ should question any member here., 

I 
Representativ e Fitial : Well, I can speak for Mr . Bergsman. 

Representati.ve Gregorio Sablan: Oh my God! (J~arghter) Now I will hav e to ques tion. 

Reprefientat i ve -Benigno Sab l a n..; Ar e we .JlO der Mis-.cellan~ou§?_ 

I 
Speaker Sablan: Yes. 

Representative Benigno Sablan: Ye.s, I have a very , pe rhaps valid concern in respect to DPS 
tactic, manuevers , on say , u s ing their power Eo r a bench warrant or arr es t warrant. Perhaps 
this is not a laughing matter Mr. Speaker, but I think some of you will find it little amusing, 
but on three same occasion my precinct was bust d by many members of the DPS, fully a rmed, 
automatic weapons. Of course, with a search warrant and they entered the properties, perlllips 
l egally, but Mr. Speaker, I have interviewed th~se people, constituents of mine, and I felt th e 
feelings that they possessed at the time these fommandos from DPS raided, partic ularly. these 
three houses on the s~me day with fully automate·c weapo ns . I do not know how to approach DPS 
on this matter Mr. Speake r, But T think it is f ir to say at this point in time that such an 
action nn th e part of the Director of DPS is nO warra nted to this type of occasion. Howev e r, 
1 do understand the concern~ instances, but thi~ could be fairly well be do n e , but 1 guess they 
should really look at the situation prior to sending a group of commandos and then really raide 
the places. Let me give an example. My brotheE ' his property was to be search for marijuana 
plantation. However, he wa 5 not in the propert~, and only the wife and the children. This 
group oE police officers busted into the house, full s upplies of Ammunitions and their automati 
weapons and began to raid the hous e. I do not ~hink that this is a very good approach. The 
other instAnces wa s a cousin of mine who was in! the bathroom, outside toile t . I guess he had a 
very bad stomach~ but when he saw thirty of the r,e off.icers with their fully Rutomatic weapons 
he fo:got he was i~ the. bathr?om Mr,. Speake r. i~Laughter~ ThE? houti e that was to be s ea rc? was 
not h18. It was In.s nel.ghbor s. Now on the third occas 'lon, the people who has perhaps v101ate 
the law, have entered a house, of course, these· violators~ supposedly violaters, were there , 
but children and adults, thts are old adults we;re in the house also. Of course, they wer e 
scared the shit. Somehow Mr , Speaker, 1 think ~e should come up a nd perhaps discuss with the,
DPS th Rir procedures and policies to these typeS of situations. I feel that perhaps the 
members of this Honorable .Body could come up with some sort of unifie d position to perhaps cali 
t.he Direc tor of Puhlic Safe ty . Perhaps the Chibf of Police and other political officers, such 
as captai.ns, lieutenants, ma:iors~ and perhaps Je should sit down with them and work it out in 
such a way that this will not happen very often her e on our small i sland. I will seriously

l _ 
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helieve that in these three instances, in these three cases of similar nature, the type of 

actIon taken by the Director of DPS is not warranted. That is all.
, 
Representative Juan Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, I jU~t like to brief the members of my trip to D.C., 
in the s hor tes t manner I know. First of all, when I was there, the Northern Marianas Delegatio 

I met with both Houses. The concern raise by the l House and the Senate Staff Members of the U.S. 
Congress, the Department of Tnterior, specifically Mr. Montoya, is the issue on TRe (Internal 
Revenue Code). Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern~ent is using the positi.on and the leverage that 
if we do not enact or act on the direction, or ~ake position action on the IRe, or the Internal 

I Revenue Code, then we will be face wtth the pos~ibil1ty of not getting a continual funding as 
what we presently have with the Covenant agreement. The concern is, that in order for us to 
receive any further, additional infra-structure money, for water projects, harbor projects,

I	highway projects and so forth, they are inSisting that we must demonstrate and live up to our 
commitments on the tax issue. The important th tng that I see is that even thoug h the U.s. 
Congress is saying this, the feelings in the House and the Senate are not ident.ical. For 
instance, the renegotiation f or the Covenant funding for the continual funding, the Hous e 
Committee, I arn Rat to say that we must negot1.ate urgently or immediately. However, the Senate I 
Sta[f is saying that there Is no need to negotlhte because the re is nothing to negotiate in the 
first place. The position of the Department of ! Interior, Mr. Speaker, in regards to the tax 
issue, on the la st day that we met, between the , leadership and Mr. Montoya was to come up with 
the direction they have on the tax i ssue . In that meeting, it was also discussed, the latest 
draft, not the draft that Benjamin Manglona or Joel (Bergsman) transmitted over. There is a 
latest draft. The instructions from Mr. Montoy~'s Office was to hold that draft untIl they 

I corne out with a definite position from their of,.;ce. Jim Birney from the Senate sugg ested to 
, ~!r.. Montoya thRt he should use his position and go before the U. S. Congress and lobby for a
I request for an extension on the tax issue. The · reason that he sees there , is that even if we 

had come up with a new draft and that it is agr beable to us, Ibut the U. S ._ Congress . _ 
will not act on that draft. That is an assuranFe fro m the staff. Secondly, he raise thr. issue 
that t.be ter,!,~na,Jj.o.n date ha'i. be n O"V ~r ex t"n<!.efl .l.rom 1981J _ ~~d ~e. beli eved t~at is ': ~ong 
argume.nt. The third issue is that he will give us, buy us time to come up with a more COm­
prehensive, more conducive type taxation draft k n the Treasury, that will help our economic 
development. 'I'hose were the suggestions . t-lr. Montoya took that as ."in advIse after the 
deliberationR from the leaderships. Of course, the direcf ion of the leadership on the tax 
issue presented to Mr. Montoya is going to [our direc tions. At least that will huy us time on 
that part. Th e issue on the Tr easury draft as is, is very complicated. It reflect s , or 
address basically sources within sources without funding. and that is the concern of the 
Treasury Department. They want to tax sources khat is being generated out of the Northern 
Marianas that is not being done now. Those are! big issues. In r.he event that the sources ar.e 
tax without f unding , I.nternal Revenue Service w,ill coJlect those funds, the funding will go 
Into the Int erna l Revenuel Service and then revert back i nto the Northern Marianas. There are 
a lot of sections in regards to the r egulations! on the new draft and they are very technical. 
I do not want to say that I understand because ~ do not know the least about IRC. T told Mr. 
Hontoya that the people out here., and I quote, ,"99% of the people of the Northern Marianas do 
not know what is Tnternal Rev enue Code. II For trat matte r, we need time in order for us to 
educate the people. The Northern Marianas Gover~rnent to educat e the pcop1e. Also on the 
Treasury draft, the decision 1s if we approve t e draft as is, from the Trea s ury, then we will 
he ab le to keep our own l ocal taxation as is. he present system . The only thing added on 
the Treasury dra[t are the techni.cal wordings. , Wer e it does not apply to the Northern Har ianas 
it wi.ll spell that out. If we dec ide to take the Mirror Image, basically what we arc adopting 
is the Inter.nal Revenue Code as is, and where.v~~ jt says "State ." ·it will mean the Northern 
Marianas. Exa t Jy identical to GUAm. A c.oncerr was raise that i f in the event the Treasury 
draf t or the Mirror Image does no t generate enough revenue 1 will the U. S. Gove.rntnen t g1 ve u S 

funding for the shortfa ll. The answer is no . .If we go on the Mirror 1mage~ we are expected to 
continue with the pr.es ent tax system and have tjhe lRC Mirror Image as applicable to Guam. The 
other item that ~hould be. of concern to this Hduse is that it i s the position of the U.S. 
Congres~ that we must generat e enough revenue BOT our own operRtions, whic.h is raise, revamp 
our tax sYRtem. Go on a three year plan if necessary and increment on a year to year basis to 
come to a leve l equal and certainly not l ess t.1'an expected. The wording there i8 Mirror (mage. 
We should not. go lower than what they expect us t.o generat e. The concern on that tRX issue if! 
up to the Northern Marianas to take and I urge that this House should come up w"ith a pos i tion 
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if we should endorse the posit ion that was endo sed by the Third Legislature. or come with a 
different position that would be advantageous t b the Northern Marianas, ye t it will please the 
U.S. Congress, then we mu s t do that because the, way I see it , if we do not get t he deferral fo r 
ano ther year, the U. S . CongreQs expects us with~ut the new revise amendment to implement the 
Mirror Image as applicable t o Guam and we have 'to make a choice if we want to implement the 
IRe as the M,irror Image or ask the Internal Rev~nue Service to implement it for us. The posi ti 
of the Internal Revenue Servi ce is that if the~ are requested to come. they want to know by 
July 1st. Tha t ha s complica t ed the issue becau;se Mr . Mon toya 1s saying to wait un til August. 
The Treasury Department is telling us that we must fi nalize the draft and agree to the sections 
and the provisions applicable. Ye t. tbe Internrl Revenue Service said that they will not do 

Jcollec t ions unless they start on the calendar YF.ar, e ffective Ja nuary 1st. However, we did not 
specify t: hat we are requesting th em , we just pad.d the a social visi t to thei r of.fice. We met 
wi.th Tre.asury o n five se parate occasions and on each occasion they emphas ized the needs tha t if 
we do no t e ndorse or support their bill, then they will not support a ny other bill that we comeI up with. If we do not ge t the s upport within th~ Treasury LJepartment and the De partment of
I Interior, then we are in trouble. The r e is no short cu t to it. Froilan's (Washington Repre­

sentative) position is that whatever is in the :Covena n t , then we s hould live up to that. 


I 

Repr esenta t ive Gregorio Sablan: Who is Froilan? ' 

1 	Representative Jua n Guerrero : The Washington Representative. The Lieutenant Governor's 
position is that we should look forward to the .revised version. Benjamin's position is we ar e 
adamant that whatever the position the tax forc)e takes . that will be our position. I told Hr. 
~10n toya that the House's position is that we ha\re alr.eady promised the Governor t ha t will 
support his decision. Therefore, we did not come up wi th any position. On a se parate issue, 
the House passed th e request on Off- Shore Banking. I met with the OTlAA, which is the 
LJepartment of Interior, and t me t with a personl from t he FBIC a nd a person from the Federal 
Reserve. Some o[ you migh t also re'member John Shuc k.ing, the Currency Controller. The concern 
raise Oil · the -Off-~Soo.re. -l>=l<.iR.g~kHat- ..w.~r-el- HOCommend ing- tha t the Depa.rtmen t--oL I n.UU: lor 
might have enough money for technical hel p we nJeed here. If the r equest is ins ur ed, they will 
try to recruit an expert person to come out her'e and work on the regulations . 

Repr esenta t lve Fitial: Hartley Kroul. 

Representative Juan Guerrero: No . (Laughter) He is not an exper t in this area , even though he 
was discussed, Ha rtley Kroul, I speci f ically inRuired in that meeting to help us out , give us 
information about this consultants, exper t peop~e , right here in Saipan that are i n this Off ­
Shore Banking. They are very concern as to wha,t these exper t people are doing out here . There 
are records whic h will hopefully be f orwarded to us regarding these consultants . The t ec hnical 
person who will come out here wi 11 be payout of the LJepartment of Interior. They are· looking 
at six months time f rame for this person to comk o ut , to work on th e regula tions a nd give us 
all the technical help. On tha t meetIng, the Federal Reserve Member and the FDTC Member are 
very concern. They a re looking at us with a big magnifying glass . Everything that we do, they 
know. They are wel l inform o f us. On a couple] of occasions during these meetings , I talked t o 
di fferent s t aff memhers because I am not too particula r in agreeing with the tax posit i on. 

n 

I 


! 


Gent lemen . I believe that the U.S. Government if. blackmailing us to take action. Action that w 
do no t want to t ake. Believe me. they have thei r ball. They are telling us to do this, do no t 
do that, but we want you to straighten up your economy . The message f rom the U. S. Co ngress is 
to develop o ur economy. Do wha t you can do , bu~ do not do this, you cannot do that , and do no t 
go out of the water more than three miles . Tha~ i s a very clear message f r om the U.S. Congress 
This message inc lud ed Guam. t he VIrg i. n Islands, 1 Ame rican Samoa . and the Trust Terri.tory. They 
are very adamant on the ir position. To me. it was an experience, but T do not think I want to 
go back t o testi f y befor e the U.S. Congress Mr. ' Speaker, because I bel i eve that it is a was t e 
of my tiJne t o t es t ify because of the way th ey cpnduct thelr hearings . Th ey do not treat the 
Northern Marianas as an ent ity. First , they h4ve the delega t ions that have representations i n 
the U. S . Congress. They get to speak first. They get a t ime frame of thlry minutes to 
fo r ty minu tes . The Nortllern Marianas ore give~ fiv e minutes. They say, we will take yo ur 
writt en t es t imo ny and that will be record ed as ~Tour testimony. However, please , summarize your 
thirty page t estimony i n fiv e mtnutes or less, Ithc hest way you can. We wer e caugh t on the 
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situation on the water issue before the House S bcommittee Chairman Yates on Mr. Hontoya1s 

testimony and there was a confrontation. Mr. Mbntoya testified on the sta tement that the 

Northern Marianas is rec.eiving the guaranteed elP Eundings and that we are going to be using 
 I 
the entire amount for our '!later project. That f as reflected on his statement. While our good 
Senator from Rota keep trying to ge t his attention, he replied, I sympathize with the situa t ioQ , 
that is well taken. I was able to interject a ll? I told Chairman Yates that that is not the cas~. 
He try to keep telling me to shut up in his own way, hut I was adamant. I did not want to keep I

l my mouth shut. I told that the Northern Marianas is suffering from th is water problem. We do 

not need $2 million, we need $6 million this year. We need $6 million next year, and the third 

year because that is how much is going to take ~o solve our water problem. He said, but Mr. 


I Montoya testified for $2 million, and I said, w~a t Mr. Montoya testified and what he is trying 
to reflect is not the position of the Northern ~arianas and it never was. Then he allowed me 
to explain what was our position a nd Mr. Montoya was not very happy about it because I s tepped 
on his toe. The decision of what we need is already made over there hefore we even get there. 
So what is th e use of my going there Mr. Speaker if I can save the Northern Marianas $3 thou­
sand or $5 thousand. I might as well write my opinion and let Froilan (I-Iashing ton Representa­
tive) do it there . Even the hospital, we might · end up with less than $10 million. They will 

t 	 probably stick to their pOSition now since therb is an injuntion. Restraining order. We 
probahly will e nd up r eceiving $1.6 if not the $7 or $8 million that they are talking about. 
They arc not giving us the full amount. 

Represen t at i ve Juan Torres: Representative Guer~ero, are you saying that what Senator Manglona 
I has been reporting to the people are not true, ~hat we are going to get all t he money .... 

I 

Representative Jua n Guer rero: That will be the day. 

Representative }uan Torres: This was in the pap r, and he let the people to believe over here 
that that is what we are going to get . 

----	 _-4___. __ ._____ •• _, _ _ __ • 

Representative J uan Guerrero: Well, t ha t i s h¥ position, Representative Torres:--Tn fact, 

was dismayed at this. 1 do not know how he is gettIng this. Everyday we get the paper and 

T s e e his name reflected on a statement he made. 


Representative Torre~: In other words, he is telling us a lot of shit. 

Represen t at i ve Juan Guerrero: If you want to ca,ll it that way, that is your opinion, but I do 
not believe, not for a million years that we arl, to get what the staff i s saying. Then they 
introduced an omnibus bill. For your informa,tion, we testified on the omnibus bill a nd 
nothing in our testimy was included in the mark up o f the hearing. The testimony from American 

I
Samoa, Guam and the Virgin Islands were all reflected changes . Dramatic changes , but I tell 
you , they do not listen to us. I lobbied with lIeff Harold and he was very sympathetic with 
our s ituation. That also goes to Gene Birney. These people deCide, not the U.S. Congress. 
When they do the write up, they write it up themselves then they give it to the U.S. Congress. 
The U.S . Congress only sit there and hold the ~earings. While the hearing is going on, million 
of papers keep coming in, questions for that P1rson, that person. That is the way with the 
U.S. Congress. T am sorry to say tha t we coul~ have done better. Now 1 know that next year 
I will make my sta t ement more emphatic and more distant with stronger language. That is the 
way it is. 

2 peaker Sabl~n: Fur ther Miscellaneous? 

Re~resentative Fitial: None . 

I 
ANNOU4CEHENTS 

Representative Juan Guerrero: The Committee on Appropriations will be holding a Public Hearing 

on May 23, regardIng the House Concurrent Reso ~u tion No.1, to identify the Internal Resources. 

The Members of the Appropriations or any memhe~ that will like to participate are welcome. 

The Public Hearing will be at 9:30 a.m .. 
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_Speaker Sablan : Further. Announcements? Represepta tive Gue r rero . Gr eg . th n tbe Floor Leader. 
, 

Representat ive Pedr o Guerrer.o: I will like to apnounce that th e Members of the l{esources and 

Development Committee will conduc t puhlic hea r i ngs f o r Ho u se Joint Resolution No.7, Ma y 22, 


I 
, 

at 9:00 a .m .. Hous~ Bill No. 79, May 25th. at 9:00 a. m.. House B1~l No. 43, May. 30th, at 
9:00 a . m .. Hou se B1Ll No . 68, June 12th. at 9:00 a , m .. Ho use SLll No. 72, Jun e 23rd, a t 9:00 
R.m.. Copies of these measures and public hearlings have been distributed a nd memb ers should 
be receiv i ng their copies today, if not, tomorrow. 

Re presentati.ve Gregorio Sabl~E.: T do not know if the June public hearings have been synchronize 
with the House Cle rk. Your Committee on Appro p~iat ions , and Federal Programs have sent out 
notice that they will be conducting puhlic hear[ngs on the hudget. for the ent i r e month of 
.J une . From June 4th to at least the 29th. [do not know if th e . . . . 

! 

Speake r Sablan: Yes . r requested that all Committee Chairman c hann e l their public hearings 
with the Clerk to in s ure that it does not overlap with other heari ngs , particularly t he 
Appr.opriations. 

I ~~.ETesentative Ped r o Guer r e ro; Mr. Speaker, 1 cb ordinated these publ i.c hearings, dates and 
timeR witTl the Clerk. These da t es and times are okay. 

Rep r esenta t ive Jua n Gu e rrero : Just [or point ~t interest, the prob lem 1.8 that tI, e Committee 001 
Appropriat i.ons Pe t e . whic.h yo u a r e a member~ 1'j .Tun e , all our hearings will he in the afternoon ! 
However , t he Committ ee will he deliberating in t he mornings pr io r to the hearings to update 
the membe.rs of wha t is to be discus~. I am j uS,t b-rief ing you 00 thi::; so tha t we are not in 
conflic t. I am a memh e r of your Committ ee tOO' j . . . 

~e preseotative Pedro Guerrero : The r e is only one that we might have a confl ict and this wil l 
c bange , a nd that; . s _to.. ["ne 12th NOW-..tlte __Jun.,-.23r:d.._~bis <is_J3 lt ~Y.Q\lI l1earil1&"._ T j;jJ. l take 
a note of tha t aod if there is going to be a c~nflict, I will make a c ha nge. 

Representative Gr egor i o Sabla n: The Committee on Fede ra l Programs will be jointly conduc ti n g 
the hearings with the Committee on Appropr iatio·ns, the June 23rd public hearings ha s very 
l ittle t o d o "..ritll the Federal Pr ogr ams , but if -anyone is i nt e r ested, the ChaiT man i n Appro­
priRtlonR has o kay th e at t end a nce of Fed eral Programs Committee Members. I have a package 
o[ Federal Programs that have heen subm itt ed to me the day before yesterday. It i s being 
reproduce a nd hopefu Lly . it will h e ready for t e members on Monday. It is not a comple t e 
package it is what T got f rom the Executive. ~ am putting a l e tter in response t o that9 

package and asking them fOT mOTe de t ai l informa t i on on tha t parti.cular matter . At this point 
in time Mr. Speaker1 i f the re a re no t further a nnounc ements. prior to the adjournment. . . . 

Representa tive Pedro Guerrero: Mr. Speaker. 1 

Spea ker Sablan: May I r ecogni ze Rep r esentatiV j Pe t e Gue.r r ero b fore we go i. nto a ny mo ti on . 

Represent.ative Pedro Guerrero : Not adjournment .~r. Speaker1 because i f not~ 1 can yield to 
Honora ble Nakatsukasa. Mr. Speake r, if ther e fs no obj ection with th members. 1 fai. l to make 
comme nts during the Miscel l a neo us Communicatiod ~ Mr. Speaker, fr om the Commonwealth Cotlrt, 
Miscel l a neo us Communica tion No , 38 , this new rd liog on procedures Mr , Spea ker, whe r e it will 
require deposi.tion to he taken by other menns , by mnybe recording o r so forth. migh t hurt 
some people who arc not ventu r i ng :Loto the t yp of busine ss that tiny attorneys , the court, 
a nd the legislature alRo , i. n thjs r egard , and wish that the Chair will take a not e on that 
and address t he iss ue t o tile Honorahle Judge Hef ner regarding this, and if ll e will try t o 
e xt e nd this procedure temporarily until we sec Ith e effect of it. Thank you Mr. Speaker. 

Floor Leade r Nakntsu~~: Mr. Speaker. pursuant to liouse Rule ]O~ Sec tio n 4, I move that the 
House of Representatives! r esume scheduJing of Regular Sessions flR per Rule I II of t he House 
Rules. The mo tion is based un the ground s tha d one of the two c onditions under which I move 
on Febrl1ary 24. 1984 9 to adjourn the House of de pr esentatives , namely, that f unding be mad e 
avai l ab l e for the operations o f t he House has been fulfilled, 
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Representative Gregorio Sablan seconded th motion a nd carried hy voice vote. 

ISpeake r Sabla~ : Now the mo tion for adjour nme nt is in order. 

IFloor Leader Nakatsukas ,, : So move Mr. Speaker. J 

Speaker Sablan : W~ adjourn subj ect to the call pf the Chair? 


Representati.ve Gr egorio Sahlan: Un t il you feel like having one. (Laughter) 

, 

There wer e several seconds a nd the motion I • Y VO l cecarrledb' vote . 
I 

I Speake r Sablan: I hereby ad j ouTn subject to the call of. the Chair. 

Thp House adjourned a t 6:05 p.m .. 
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