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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

INTH NORTIIERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTII LEGISLATUWE 
I FOURTH REGULAR SESSION,I995 

FOURTH DAY 

Wednesday, September 27,1995 

The House of Representatives of the Ninth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 
Legislature, Fourth Day, Fourth Regular Session, 1995, was called to order on Wednesday, 
September 27, 1995, at 9:30 a.m. in the House Chamber, Capitol Hill , Saipan, Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. 

The Honorable Diego T. Benavente, Speaker, presided. 

A moment of silence was observed. 

Speaker Benavente: Before we con tinue , I'd like at this time to recognIze the presence of 
everyone in the gallery thi s morning. We th:lnk you for tak ing the time to be with us in assisting 
uS to make some hard decisions that we will be facing today . It is a major decision to include: 
the budget, tax amendment and of course the casino legi slation . But:nas, si yu'us rna'ase para 
todos hamyo ni man prisenti pago na oga'an. Si yu'uS ma'asc ni enyiti i tiempon miyo para tafan 
hita pago na oga'an ya ina'fan annok lokkue i posision i publiko , ya n lokkuc sii'ia buenti in asisti 
ham fumatinas i dinanche si ha na disision, espisiatmiente pago na session IIi guaha siija ta alok 
tre s na major na aktll, es te pago i kongressu para u'entertain. Talo, si yu' us ma'ase para todos 
hamyo pOt i finatton miyo pago na oga'an. Clerk, roll ca ll please. 

The Clerk called the roll. There were sixteen Illembers (lre ~e nt; Reprt:sentative Ana 
Teregeyo was excused and Representative Vianney B. Hocog was absent (tardy). 

SDeaker Benavente: For the record, Representative Ana Teregeyo is ill and will nOt be able to 
attend this morning's session; there fore , she is excused fmm today's session. 

ADOPTION OF JOURNALS 

Nonc 

I'REFILED AND INTRODUC1.'ION OF I:IILLS 

H.B. 9-472: "A Bill for an Act to make appropri ations for the operations and activities of 
the Government of Ihe Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, its agencies, 
instrumentalities and independent programs and to provide budget authority for Government 
Corporations for Fiscal Ycar 1996; and for other purposes." 

Introduced by: Rep. J esus r. Allao 

H.B. 9-473: "A Bill for an Act to regulate the disposal and recycling of lead-acid 
hatteries and for other purposes ." 

I ntroduced by: Rep . Maria T. Peter and eleven others 
Referred to: COl1ll1lilIee O/l Public Uliiilies Tralls!'orultio/l and CommunicalioflS 
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H.B. NO. 9-474: "A I3iJl for an Act to prohibit the sale of products containing volatile 
solvents, nitrites and anesthetics to persons under the age of eightccn and for other purposes." 

flllroduced by: Rep. Muria T. Peter and eleven others 

H.B.9-475: "A Bill for an Acl to authorize continuance of Governmcnt Health Insurance 
Coverage upon termination or resignation of employment; and for other purposes." 

Introduced by: Rep. Vicente T. Auao and fourteen others 

H.B. 9-476: "A Bill for an Act to amend the Commonwealth State runeral Act; and for 
other purposes." 

Introduced by: Rep. Vicente T. AtUIO and six others 
Referred to: Commillee on Judiciary and Governmental OperUliollS 

At the request of the Vice Speaker, House Bill No. 9-472 was placcd on the Bill C[Liendar 
without objection. 

The Chair recognized the presence of Rep. Vianney B. \{ocog. The Chai r then 
recognized Rep. Babauta. 

Rep . Babauta: Can I request for a copy of I-louse BiH No. 9-474. 

Speaker Benavente: Clerk, please have a copy of House Bill No. 9-474 and the two bills 
introduced by Rep. Vicente Attao avai lable for the memhers. Vice Speaker"1 

Vice Speaker Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if there is no ohjection, I would like 
to place House Bill No. 9-474 on today's calendar for action. 

Rep.IDeleon Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, I do not know what is House I3ill No. 9-474 and I ask that 
therefore ask that we have a copy so we know this bill is all about. 

Speaker Benavente: For the members' information, we will be able to place these bills when we 
get to nill Ca1end:)r of the Agenda. S ince copies have nO! b<!en di stributed at this time, I would 
like to req uest that we wait until we ge t to the Bill Calendw' and make the necessary request. Is 
that nnderstood'i (Pause ) Thank you. 

H. B. NO. 9-477: A Bill for an Act to amend 3 CMC Section 4437 , subsection (e) and 3 
CMC Section 4434, subsection U). 

Introduced by: Rep. Hein z S H()j~'chneider and one other 

Rep, Hofschneider: Mr. Speaker, this is an uFgent bill and likewise, when we get down to the 
Bill Calendar I would like the indulgence of the House to consider it for First and Final Reading. 

H. B. NO. 9-478: "A Bill for an Act to es tabli sh a CN MI Agricultural Emergency 
Revolving Trust Fund which will be administered by Trustees appointed hy the Governor; amI 
for other purposes." 

Introduced by: Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio and seven others 
Referred to : Committee on Natural Resources 
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H.B. 9-479: "A Bill for an Act to amend 9 CMC 5404 to prohibit the cross ing of 
roadways and highwa ys by pedcslIians outside of crosswalks in unauthorized areas; and for other 
purposes ." 

Introduced by: Rep. Manuel A. Tenorio and two others 

Rej(~rrcd 10 Colt/millee 011 Judiciary and Governm ental Operacio lLl' 


H. B. NO. 9-480: "A Bill for an Act to repeal Public Law 9-22 in its entirety ." 

Introduced by: Rep . Manuel A. Tenorio and Ihree others 
R~ferred to : Commillee on Ways and Means 

I I.E. 9-48 I : "A Bill for an Act to amend 4 CMC Divi , ion I, Chapter 5. *150 1 (a)." 

lruroduced hy: Rep. Ramon C. Deia Cruz andJive others 
Rekrred 10 : ['omlt/iuee Oil Ways and Means 

H.B. NO. 9-482: " /I. Bill for an Act to amend Tit le 4, Divis ion I , Chapter 7 of Public 
Law No. 9-22, the 1995 T,IX Reform Act, to eliminate rebate forfeitures, avoid tax compliance 
disincentives and prevent un in tended consequences of administrative provisions; and for other 
purposes. " 

Introduced by: Rep. Perc P. Reyes 

PH EFILED AND INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

H. C.Res. No. 9-4: "A House Concurren t Resolution to approve revenues and resources 
of the Commonwealth of the Northern Marian a IslandS, as identified by the Governor in 
compliance with Article II , Section 9(a) of the Constitution, as amended, and with 1 CMC 
Sectio n nOI(e) for Fiscal Year 1996, beginning on Oc tober 1,1995 and ending on Se ptember 
30, 1996." 

Il1lroduced by: Rep. Jesus T. Auao 

C.Res. No. 9-149 : "/I. Commemorative Reso lution to COlllIllClllor:HC th ~. passing of the 
late Daniel T. Borj a, ronnel' Marine Scout." 

Imroduced hy : flep . Pete P. Reyes 

H . J. R. NO. 9-27 : "A House loint Resolution to approve addilional full time employees 
[or the Department of Immigration and Labor." 

Incroduced by : Rep . Vicenre 1'. Allao 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

Gov. Comm. 9-488: Informing the House that he has signed Ilousc l3ill No. 9-433, 
H.D.I (Family Court Act of 1993) into Public Law 9-50. 
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Gov. Comm. 9-489: Informing the House that he ha.s signed House l3ill No. 9-444, 
H.D.2 (Government Employees' Credit Union Act of 1995) into Public Law 9-5 I. 

Gov. Comm. 9-490: Certification for Public Health Physician (Medical Director). 

Gov. Comm. 9-491: Extending State of Emergency for Water on Saipan. 

Gov. Comm. 9-492: Enclosing a copy of Executive Order No. 95-1, Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) Impact Assessments. 

There was no discllssion . 

SENATE COMMUNICATIONS 

Sen. Comm. 9-213: Returning without amendment H.J.R. 9-20 (To express full support 
for the Secretary of Health ill his intention to approve extensions of all nonresident medical 
workers before the effective date of P.L. 9-45.) which was adopted by the Senate August 29, 
1995. [To be engrossed 1 

Sen. Comm. 9-214: Rctmning without amendmt:nt H.l.R . 9-21 (To transfer the 
appropriations and FTE's of the Office of the Governor's Office on Rota to the Office of the 
Mayor) which was adopted by the Senate on August 29,1995. lSEE Senate Comm. 9-232] 

Sen. Comm . 9-215: Returning H.J.R. 9-22 (To approve the reprogramming of lapsed and 
other available public funds towards enumerated expenditures not inCluded in P.L. 9-25; and for 
other purposes.) which was adopted by the Senate on August 29, 1995 in the form of H..T.R. 9-22, 
S.D.I. IFor action on Senate amendment 1 

Sen. Comm. 9-2 16: Returning without amendment 1 I.J.R. 9-23 (To earmark the $11 
million to be received by the Commonwealth in connection with probate of the estate of the late 
bus inessman Larry Hillblom to meet local matching requirements for Covenant Capital 
Improvement Funds) which was adopted by the Senate on August 29, 1995. [To be engrossedJ 

Sen. Comm. 9-217: Returning H.J.R. 9-24, H.D. I (To urge the Governor to lift the freeze 
on government assisted medical referrals) which was adopted by the Senate on August 29, 1995 
in the form of H.J.R. 9-24, HD2, SDI. [For aCtiOn on Senate amendment 1 

Sen. Comm. 9-218: Re turning without amendment H.B. 9-71, C.S.I, H.D.I (Homestead 
Waiver Amendment) which was pa,sed by the Senate on August 29, 1995. ITransmitted to the 
Governor 9/'1.1951 

Sen. Comm. 9-219: Returning without amendment I LB. 9-276 (Tinian Exemption Act of 
1(94) whic:h was passed by the Senate August 29,1995. [Will go to the Governorl . 

Sen. Comm. 9-220: Returning without amendment H.I3. 9-404 (Right to Work At of 
1995) which was passed by the Senate August 29, 1995. II-'or inf. -- P.L. 9-481 

Sen. Comm. 9-221: Returning without umendment H.B. 9-426 (Require bonus miles 
earned by governmcm paid flights to be aIIoc:ated to the Medical Referral Program) which was 
passed by the Senate August 29,1995 . [Transmitted to the Governor 9!H/95 1 

Sen. Comm. 9-222 : R.:turning without amendment H.I3 . 9-433, I I.D.I (Family Court Act 
of 19(5) which was passed by th.: Senate August 29,1995. [Transmitted \() Ihe Governor 9!H!951 
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Sen. Comm. 9-223: Returning without amendment H.B. 9-442 (Higher EdLlcation Act of 
1995) which wa~ pas~ed by the Senate August 29,1995. [Transmitted to the Governor 9/8/951 

Sen. Comm. 9-224: Returning without amendment 1I.ll. 9-444, 11.0.2 (Commonwealth 
Government Employees' Credit Union Act of 1995) which was passed by the Senate August 29, 
1995. ITransmitted to the Gove rnor 9/12/95J 

Sen. Comm. 9-225: Returning without amendment I-louse llill No. 
9-467 (Wage and Salary Review Board Act of 1995) which was passed by the Senate August 
29,1995. [For inf. - P.L. 9-501 

Sen. Comm. 9-226: Informing the House that the Senate accepted the House 
amendments to Senate lliU 9-67 (Victims Rights ACt). 

Sen. COmm. 9-227: Informing the Hou se that the Senate accepted the House 
amendments to S.B. 9-145 , SOl, (Adoption ACI). 

Sen. Comm. 9-228: Informing the House that the Senate accepted the 1I0use 
amendments to S.J.R. 9-24 (Governor's Reprogramming of funds) . 

Sen. Comm. 9-229: Transmitting Senate Bill No. 9-200, S.D.I , t:ntitled, "A Bill for an 
Act to amend 3 CMC § 1341 and §1342(a), (b) and (c) to establish the CNMI Special Scholarship 
Act of 1995 and for other purposes." [For action] 

Sen. Comm. 9-230: Transmitting Senate Legislative Initiative No.9-I, emitled, "A 
Senate Legislative Initiative to propose a constitutional amendmcnt to authorize casino gambling 
in the Third Senatorial District pursuant to Article XVIII , St:ction 3 of the Commonwealth 
Constitution , establishing a Saipan Gaming Commission and providing for the regulatioll of 
commercial gaming in the Third Senatorial District," which was passed by the Senate on August 
29, 1995. ,fi"or action I 

Sen. Comm. 9-231: Senate appointment of Mr. Jose C. AyuYlI to thc Advisory 
Commission on the compensation of government officials. 

Sen. Comm. 9-232: Returning without amendment H.l.R. 9-21 (To transft:r the 
appropriations and FIE's of the Office of the Governor's Office on Rota to the Office of the 
Mayor) which was adopted by the Senate on St:ptt:mbt:r 21,1995. ITo be engrossed I 

Sen. Cooun. 9-233: Returning H.B. 9-242 (CUC 0 & M Improvement Act or 1995) 
which was passed by the Senate on September 21,1995, in the form of H.B. ()-242, SSJ. [For 
action on Senate amendment I 

Sen. CornI1l . <)-234: Returning !-I.B. 9-371, II.D.J, (Commonwt:alth Gaming Control 
ACL) which was passed hy the Sellatt: 011 September 21, "1995, ill the form of 11.13 . 9-371 , H. D. I, 
S.S.1. [For action on Senate amendment I 

Sen. Comm. 9-235: Returning without amendment H.B. 9-421 (To name the House of 
Representatives B\lilding of the NMI Commonwealth Legislature to as "Vice Speaker kSlls P. 
Mafnas Memorial Building".) which was passed by the Sellate on Septembt:r 25 , 1995. ITo be 
engrossed I 

Sen. Comlll. 9-236 Returning without amendment H.B. 9-412 (Two year additional 
gract: period be given for recipients of homestead lots.) which was pa,"ed by the St:nate Oil 

St:ptcrnber 25 , 19<)5. [To be engrossedl 
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Sen. Comm. 9-237: Returning witbout amendment H.B. 9- 174, HOI, (To amend 2 CMC 
§4111 and §1222 in order to protect the public owner~hip of wetlands and submerged lands.) 
which was passed by the Senate on September 25, 1995. ITo be engrossed I 

Sen. Comm. 9-238: Returning without amendment 11.13. 9-372, (To amend 9 CMC 
§5251(f) to delete thc portion requiring the Commissioner of Public Safety to make regulation s 
prior to erecting speed limit signs limiting the speed in an area. ) which was passed by the Senate 
on September 25, 1995. [To be engrossed] 

Sen. Comm. 9-239: Returning for youf action H.B. 9-81, HOI, (To amend the Northern 
Marianas Retirement Fund Act of 1988.) which was passed by the Senate on September 25, 
1995, in the fonn ofH.R. 9-81, HDI, SOl, SS2. [For action on Senate amendmentsl 

Sen. Comm. 9-240: Transmitting for action S.B. 9-209 (S pecial Constitutional 
Amendment Election Act of 1995.) which was passed by the Senate on September 25, 1995. 
IFor action1 

Sen. COl1lm. 9-241: Transmitting for action S.B. 9-194 (To amend Title 4, Division I, 
Chapter 7 of Pl!blic Law 9-22, the 1995 Tax Reform Act.) which was passed by the Senate on 
September 25, 1995. IFor action] 

Sen. Comm. 9-242: Transruitt'ing for action S.B. 9-192 (To r('. ~ t()re the rebate trllst 
account.) which was passed by the Senate on September 25,1995. Iror action I 

Sen. Comm. 9-243: Transmitting for action S.B. 9-204 (To amend the Rota Agricultural 
ACL) which was passed by the Senate on September 25,1995 . [For action I 

Sen . Comm. 9 -244: Transmitting for action S.B . 9- 191 (To amend 2 CMC, §4 145 ­
public land exchan ges.) which was passed by the Senate on Septem ber 25 , 1995. I For action] 

Sen. Comm. 9-245: Transmitting for action S.B. 9-IS9 (To repeal and reenact 8 CMC, 
§ 1101 regarding divorce.) which was passed by the Senate on September 25, I <)95. I For action] 

Sen. Comm. 9-246: Transmitting for action S.13 . 9-178 (To amend I CMC §3709(a) to 
require that documents affecting interests in land filed with the Commonwealth Recorders 
Office.) which was passed by the Senate on September 25, 1995. I For action I 

Sen. Comm. 9-247: Transmitting for action S.B. 9- I 77 (To amend I CMC ~3706 to 
pennit the filing of documents for recording with the COIlll11onwealth Recorder at the Office of 
the Clerk of Court in the First and Second Senatorial Districts.) which was passed by the Senate 
on September 25, 1995. [For aClion] 

Sen. Comrn . 9-24S: Transm itting for action S.B. 9-162 (To establish a Family Child Carc 
COllnci·l. ) which was passed by the Senate on Septcmber 25,1995 . [For action I 

Sen. Com 111. 9-249 : Transmitting for action S.B. 9-108 (Informed Consent for Testing or 
Disclosure Act of 1994.) which was passed by the Senate on Septcm ber 25 , 1995. I For action 1 

Sen. Comrn . 9-250: Transm itting for action S.B. 9-107 (l·JlY Infection, ARC, and AIDS 
confidentiality of Records and Information Act of 1994.) which was passed by the Senate on 
September 25, 1995. I'For action] 

Sen . COnlm. 9-25I: Transmitting for action SJ .R. 9-12 (To request the MPLC in 
conjunction with thc PSS to set aside 50 hectares of public land on the island or Saipan. ) which 
was passed by the St:nate on September 21,1995 . I.ror action] 
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Sen, Comm, 9-252: Transmitting for action SJ,R, 9-11 (To request the MPLC to set 
aside public land on the islands of Saipan, Tinian, and ROUl ,) which was passed by the Senate on 
Septem ber 21, 1995. [For action] 

Sen, Com III , 9-253: Transmitting for action SJ,R, 9-10 (To request the MPLC to set 
aside 10 hectares of public land on the islands of Saipan for use as a public cemetery, ) which was 
passed by the Senate on September 21,1995, [For action I 

Sen, Comm, 9-254: Transmitting for action S,J,R, 9-9 (To request the MPLC to set aside 
25 hectares of public land on the islands of Saipan ,) which was passed by the Senate on 
September 21, 1995, l'For action] 

Sen. Comm, 9-255: Transmitting for action SJ.R, 9-5 (To establish a Joint Budget 
Committt:e pursuant to the Senate Rules,) which was passed by the Senate on September 25, 
1995, [For actionj 

Sen, Comm, 9-256: Transmitting for action RB, 9-165 (To proviJe for Child Care 
Leave in the Commonwealth,) which was passed by tbe Senate on September 25, 1995, [For 
actionj 

Sen, Comm, 9-257: Transmitting for action S,B , 9-9, SOl (To amend 2 CMC Section 
4303(a) to clarify the eligibility requirements for aCLjuiring homestead land within the CNML) 
which was passed by the Senate on September 25, 1995. [For action j 

Sen, Comm, 9-258: Transmitting for action S,B, 9-163, SOl (Child Day Care Facility 
Act of 1994,) which was passed by the Senate on September 25 , 1995, IFor action I 

The Chair recogllized the Minority Leader. 

Rep, y , Attao: Mr, Speaker, I mOve that we place Senate Communication 9-230 on today's 
calendar for our consideration, 

The motion was seconded, 

Speaker Benavente: For clarification purposes, I would like the motion to first of all accept the 
Senate communications thercby placing them on the calendar and thereby making thc nccessary 
motions as lD whether to rcfer it to the committee or to be placed on the calendar. Minority 
Leader? 

Rep, y, Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to mOve to accept Senate Communication 
No, 9-230 and also move it to place it on the calend,u' [or our consideration, 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: With the adoption of the motioo , Senate Legislative Initiative 9- 1 is hereby 
placed on today's Bill Calendar. Minority Leader? 

Rep, y, Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to move that we refer to the committee 
Senate Communication 9-234, 

The mmion was seconded by several others, 
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Slleaker Benavente: The motion would be to acce!,t Senate Communication No. 9-234 and to 
refer House Bill No. 9-371, House Draft I, Senate Substitute J to the committee. Discussion. 
Representa tive Palacios? 

Rep . Palacios: I move to Ihe prev io us question, Mr. Speaker. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: With the adoption of that motion, House Bill No. 9-371, H .D.l, S.S.1 is 
hereby referred to the committee. Before we continue, 1 would like at this Lime to inform the 
people in the gallery that tbat action that we had just taken transmits the casino bill that the 
Senate passed to the committee. I will be referring it to the appropriate committee. One thing 
that I would like to say and that is, the general public will hear again from this hOllse if it should 
be decided that it w·iJl he placed on the calendar. Representative Hofscbneide(' 

Rep. Hofschneider: Mr. Speaker, malago yo' na un sedi -- maybe 1 am out of order in the 
discussion -- lao malago yo' na un sedi yanggen taya man object gi membru. GlIaha dididi para 
baihu sang an pot eSle na cilo'cllo, Mr. Speaker. 1 aksion-ta pago, pagoha' ta akscscpta ctyo i 
casino bill ... rna move guatu g i komite para ullladisidi ni komitc hafa para u futunana ctyo na 
bill. Guiya este i casino ni rna pas a gi Sanhilo' na Guma. Mr. Speaker, i primet lugat guaha 
malab ,ida. I malabida guaha kllestiona kao liggat. Liggat i kllcstiona kao dinache bidan-niha i 
senadot, i gima i senadnt pot machule un akto ni tinituhon-na glline gi San papa na Guma. 
Humanao hulo' etYQ na aktn i para uma haksa i presiun i tantao-hiyong yanggen man Illanaplika 
para u fan macho'cho guine, guiya etyo i permit. Ma haksa etyo II" kantidall fee. Guaha 
kuestinna kao liggat na un chuJe ouo akto ya lin pega gi enta lo dos 11:1 dihana11 pan . I kuestiona 
kao dinanche na pan machule yll rna usa para u Illa tlagguo halom i casino. Mr. Speakcr, i 
segundo, !lafa na para chc'cho hinemhom'l Yanggcn guaha konsicnsiatta na para ta fan 
manaligao salape basta ha ni agumcnto nai, Mr. Speaker. Pot taya salape, rna utot i medical 
referral. Taya salapc, ma utot i sC holarship. Taya sa!ape para haksan sllctidon i cmpliao-ta siha, 
famagu'on -ta, maiielu-ta. Mr. Speaker, yanggcn fakto na chachaflik i gohienamento, mlJl'ga nai i 
che'cho hincmhom t,lima11o i Senate bidana. Ti guilayi na yanggcn guaha aklo tatkomu i casino 
na asunto para un na'na' ya un fagasi matamu ya un fagasi kanailllu gi otro laotao ni ignorante, ti 
manfitma guiite na akto. KUI11eke ilek-hu cha'mu fagagasi i' asunton casino ya para Ull chule ctyo 
siha ua los probres signature niha ya ktllan mohon un daggao huyong gi publiko ya s iha este 
umapaga i kritisisa, i iniSao .... Yanggen man fakto hit n(l mangai konsiensia-hit para ta protchi 
i mamoble, i ffi'anna'masi, i In,lt1 inlltit, man malafigo, yan jl famagu'on yanggen ti malla'e 
scholarship. Man madulalak gi eskuelan niha Amerika . Taya parentis-niha, taya pm'entela-niha 
guihe guato. Yanggcn dilingkucntc un simana i apartment, man madulalak i famagu'on. Lao ti 
enao rason ni para un cho'guc cstc i chc'cho casino ni bidan-niha i senadot, i cilc'cho hincll1hom. 
Planta huyong . Punl. che'cho fabulas di chispas este . Puru chc'cho hincmhom nai, Mr. Speaker. 
Hara na mall l11a ilihc-hil guine"--Para Ull fama'desision . Munga l11a elude Ull prohill1o ya para 
un fagasi kanailllu yan matal1lll gi me'nan publiko pot eSle na asunto. Para lin rta'isao i Ii 
mantitma? Difendi sa' mapo'lu hao guine gi gill1a i publiko para un represenla i direcilon-uiha i 
puhliko. Todo kosas ni ha fafana'hil guine, [odo asunto guaha binabana. guaha minaolckiia. 
Etyogue na guaha pesadot lina'la. Yanggen asunton murat, guaha pesadot -iia i aSlinton Illurat , 
kao iningat i binabaiia asunton murat na para un famatinas djsi sioll na munga i casillO. Lao 
Illunga rna usa un() pat kuatro na prohimos ni ti man manfitma guihe na akto na para un faga si 
ll1ata-mu gi me'nan publiko na para un na' posiphle inofresi -mu. Munga hit nui e nao sa' ta dagin 
mamaisa hit guine. Enaguc na ti siiia i publiko ha angoku hit. !lafa na l11anaiguiguine hit guine'! 
Ilafa na gllaha mina'anao-ta guine? Tafan affana' uno yan otro, tafa adingani, la eksplikayi i 
publiko hafa para u m,lsuscdi yanggcn ti un sapotta osino hafa para u masusedi yanggen un 
sapotta i casino. Lao ti cnao i asunto pago ta farana' na ma refcri eS le na akto gllal() ki kOlllite -­
pot rnalabida. Aplacha' dimasiao bidan niha i senador. Pot para u mana'posiphlc hafa na 
ofresi mento , raya guaha ya u na'kesnuda un prohilllo-mu'? Dilllasiao disalcntu hidan niha i 
senadot knlltra i publiko. Planta gi ginasgas ya un fatin<ls disj sioll -1l1U g. i g inasgas sa' ni uno 
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kumontra hao nui enao. Ma respeta yanggen un defemli i dinanchc. Lao ni hago, ni prohimo­
mu, ni publiko ti siiia dinifendi hao yanggen mamatinas hao disision guine lache. Taya linache, 
taya inapplacha maolek guine gi hilo tano. Fan gaima'ase sa' bula famagu'on man e'ega'. Man 
ma'espcshos hit para i mangaokuolu'. Esta nahong pinadesin niha i Illanaina-ta. Munga pago na 
para hita ni man ma'eduka guine na pisun guma para ta na fannekun, i man masatpet. Pago ha' ta 
o'onra i manmatai gi gera. Pago ha' 13 o'oma. Kada guaha matai .. i Illismo rugat para hita 
misIllo para ta na' fanekun? Munga i che'cho h.inemhom. Munga i che'cho malabida. Guaha 
dadalak-iia este i malabida na kumikililok ya mismo yanggen un isaogue i prohilllo-mu, mismo 
hugandom-mu nui aplacha yan homhom maffatto ya hago para un aka' mismo dadalak-mu. Hafa 
taimanu ha difendi siha, Mr. Speaker, etyo siha i man macho'guc? Hafa rason-na i senadot gi 
Sanhilo na Guma? Munga ma aJigao pottan dikiki gi ligat na manera, pat i constitution ya para 
un alok na dikiki na potta, yaki didiki baihu fuelsas un sendankulo na buttu na un tungo hu' na ti 
omlat. Ti om1at etyo na akto guihe nu akto ni rna usa. Apacha ctyo na Illalabida, Mr. Speaker, 
ya ti dispensusioll para ta diskuti guine kontra i aksion-niha i senaclot. Ti siiia enao rna konsiclcra 
sa lache. Planta gi me 'nan.i publiko, agung i publiko, eduka i ptlbliko hara bidada-ta, hafa Illurat­
na, hafa babana yan hafa para u masusedi yanggen ti mangahulo hit guine gi siya-ta ya man 
manaligao hit fenkas. Guaha -" nichuka hanolll ya Illalllpos un girnen, ha nadanu tataotao-Illu. 
Todo pine'lu guine -- etyo na ilelekna !lai i rnanmafanaoguetta, Illunga Illampos ... !1lunga 
mampos. Hita ha mu isaosaogue hit. Planta huyong gi publiko ya u alok i publiko -- u Illli eduka 
i publiko sa seguru yo' na yanggen guaha edukasion pot este nl! asunto guaha inadahe. Guaha lai 
hame ya!l si Congressman Allao umclltrudusi pot prostitution. Lao esta pago bula Illalapalacha 
nui bisnis gesnuda. Taiguc i casino lao gaigc etyo siha. Mr. Speaker, taya hu gagagao i munga 
hit e!lao i para ta -, pot man muna'e hi,t fuetsa guinc para ta cho'gue i inaplacha gi hinemhom na 
manera. Maila ya ta eduka i publiko. Ma deserve. Tu didibi i jlubliko edukasion yan 
infotmasion ya ginen cnHO ni uno sina kumontra hao yanggen gasgas disisioll-fllu, kao un 
supopotta pat un kokontra. Lao munga enao i papa lamaS,l na klase . Si yu'us ma'ase. 

Speaker Benavente: Antes di baihu rekognisa otro para II kuentos, malago yo' na baihu na klaru 
na hunggan ta scdi ya sina ha' manasedi hit na todo para ta fangucntos pot cste na akto yan hafa 
masusedi. Gi magahet mohon -- pot i' ha taya mas kumuentos lao anai Illafatinas i motiOn 
etyogue ni tafanguentos. lIu dcseseha mohon guihc na biahc na yanggen nallOng na cksplikasion 
yan nahong na kuetltos yan nahong kinelllprendeta na lache etyo na legislation na nisisario na ta 
nahanuo guato gi kUlllite sa sina ha ta pega ya ta punu' ya u s\lsuha . I3aihu faisen ha i membrlls 
pago pot fabot sa ta sedi, esta Illunhayan si Congressman Hofschneider para hu kuentos pot etyo 
na legislation. Yanggen para u ma diskuti i legislation pago, pues lana'para. Yanggen guaha 
para u maflltinas motion pues baihu cntertain. 

Rep. Palacios: Privilcge. 

Speaker I3enacvente: Under privilege, T recognize Representative Palacios. 

Rep . Palacios: Mr. Speaker, I was one of the endorser of I·Tome Bil.l No. 9-371. And if you want 
to call that a tuna sandwich and somebody asked for an egg sandwich , the tuna went up to the 
Senate and instead tbey turned it into an egg sandwich, Mr. Speaker. I want to let the public 
know that that particular Rill 9-371 which includes Ille, Mr. Speaker. was not Illy bill. And Ill}' 
name appears on that. 

Speaker flenaventc: Elyoguc on rason nai na yanggen rna di skuti etyo anai mafalinas i motion na 
ti nesisario na para u gas to raIn mas liempona i House of Representatives ya u Illafatinas ha' basta 
i motion ya u rna vote down ya \I mana'suha gi me'na-ta. 

Rep. Peter: Privilege, Mr. Spcaker. 

Speaker Benavente: T will recognize another privilege -- RcrrcsentativL' Peter') 
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Rep. Peter: Si yu'us ma'ase, Mr. Speaker. KQmu guahu uno mangombida magi para u fanmutto 
este siha i manmembrull kominida ni man entrisao pot. hnfa pago ta diskukuti, malago yo' na un 
na'e este na pribilehu para baihu sangan didi,li P()t este i hafn man masusesedi guinc . 

Speaker Benavente: Without objection. 

No one Objec ted . 

Rep. Peler: Si yu'us ma'ase. Malago yo' finenina nn haihu na'e i mClllbrull kominidn ni 
mangaige guine dangkulu na si yu'us ma'ase yan ngradesilllento pot i finaton miyo. En yiti i 
tiempon Illiyo pot para en fanmatto guine ya enli'e haye guiya hame hUlllonenesto gi hinanaona 
mo'na para ta fan masctbe ki kareran marne guine gi lehislatibu gi anai un na'fanhalom ham para 
bai en che'gue enao. Anok ha' hafa na kuch.inada rna eho'guc ni esta rna sangan. I aksion a'anok 
na baba es te i casino sa estague na para u llla na'atok hinanaona mo'na . Dangkulon prebasion 
este, Illanaina-hu, maldu-hu yan todo taotao CNMI. Yanggen mauieg este i casino, ti u taiguine 
karerana este. Estague na para bai hu na tungo hamyo -- ya ilu gagagao na yanggen para u 
mallla'e i komite, i komite hu huyong ya u agang i publiko ya l1la eksplikaye i l1linalegiia yan i 
binabana. Lao este ha' haihu na saga gi hinasson miyo na kOI1lU lache yan hotl)hom hinanaona 
este gi karerana ni l1la bictana i aksion ni ma cho'gue gi sen adm, fanmanhongge pllbliko na baha 
este casino. Si yu'us ma'ase. Sina manhanao hamyo pago guato gi gima miyo ya en fandiskansa. 

Rep. Reyes: Point of Order. 

SIl,eaker lknave nte: Under Point of Order -- Representati ve Reyes" 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, in order for LIS to continue making statel11ents on this, I would like to 
make a motion to recall the previous action by the House in placing the responsible bill in 
committee and put it back so that We can entertain thi s and place it on the calendar so that we can 
dispose of thi s nonsense from the Senate. 

Seconded by Rep. Tenorio. 

Speaker I3enavente: There is a motion offered by Representati ve Reyes to recons ider our action 
with regards to Senate Communication No. 9-234. It has been seconded. The discussion now 
will be on the motion as offen~c1 by Representative Reyes. Representative Hofsehncider? 

Rep, Hofs~hneider: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I thought I made it clear. Hinaso-ku na llI'w'klarll. 
Yaflggen ta punu' este pago, dokku ta'io. Haye guine sin a umalok na ahe ni 1I dokku. Dokku. 
Dokku talo. Maila ya ta na'funhayan . Maila ya ta refer guaw gi komite ya u ma ina, ma planta 
gi me'nan publiko. Etyogue hu kekesangan. Sa dokku ha' talo este. Mcntras ti un dishahale' nai 
i asunto, maiiusu talo nai. Pues, Mr. Speaker, enague hu kekcsangan, Mr. Speaker . .. na maila 
ya ta na'funhayan. Hara na manma'anao hit? DUlllokku lalo este ya ya llggcll para ta na' para , 
mai'Ia ya ta planta l11o'na gi me'nan i publiko. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Chair recogni?,ed Rep . Salltos uncleI' privilege. 

Rep. Santos: Mr. Speaker, konfotmc yo' nui etyo i ha rekomemenda si Representative Heinz 
Hofschneider pot uno na rason -- u hanao este guato gi komile ya u ma kondukta public hearing. 
U hanao magi este siha na kalltidan \aotao yan i publiko ya u masangan i posision niha ya hita 
dcbi di ta ekungok i mayoria i hafa i rekomcndasion niha i publiko. Yanggen ti manmalago, ta 
tilf iyi i dinisehan nihil. Lao estague na oputunidat anai para ta hnngok i pos ision i publiko yan i 
rason hafa na makokontra yan i rnson hafa na mafaboreresi. Estaguc dangkulu na opotunidat 
est". MUlIga hit pago man manbota pot para ta fan mamllno pat ha fa. Malago yo' na u guaha 
enao na hearing ya hu kOl11bibida .todo i publiko, todos siha i mu repres ~ se.nta i indibiyuat pat 
gurnpu, organization pat hafa, Guaho malago yo' uno na baihu falachon g ~ lIihe hlllo yanggcn un 
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sedi yo', Mr. Speaker, ya baihu ekungok, baihu famaisen opnion, baihu famaisen rekomendasion , 
ya maila ya u kuentos i publiko. Ta na'e este na chansa. Munga hit manmamatinas disision pago 
ni para La cho'gue bafa na aksion fuerra di para ta riferi eSle guato gi komite. I komite u estudia 
lokkue, u famatinas hearing ya u famatinas .rekomendasion pues ni ta bOla guine. Sa guahu uno 
baihu tatiye i miflalago i publiko, lao maila ya tana'e chansa i publiko ni este na opotunidat. 

Speaker Benavente : Reminder, again, to all the members -- let's not usc the privilege motion to 
debate. Everyone has raised their hands, please allow me to recognize you when your time 
comes up. I would now like to recognize Representaivc Reyes. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, colleagues, basta hit umensutta i puhliko. Let's stop insulting the 

pUblic. We have introduced legislation, we have heard the constitutional convention delegates -­

Rep. Santos: Point of Order! 


Speaker Benavente: Under Point of Order -- let me recognize the PoilH of Order. 


Rep . Santos: e ha'mu famatitinas gencralizat.ion na manmaninsusutta hit I Hago maninsusuta l 


Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker -­

Rep. Hocog: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 


Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker-­

Speaker Benavente: Point of Order. 


Rep. Maratita: Privilege. 


Speaker l3enavente~ Ti nisisario na ta fan a'esalaogue guine. 


Rep. Santos: Mr. Speaker, ti yahu ctyo na insinuation anai ileklia-­

Rep. Reyes: May I cominue? 


Speaker Benave nte: Order. 


Rep. Santos: -- na hila Il1Hnll1aninSlIsutH. Ti man insusustta yo'. 


Speaker Benave nte: Representative Santos, ti ni sisHrio na un esalao. 


Rep. !-Ioco!:: Point of Order. 


Rep. Reyes: May J continue, Mr. Speaker. 


SlleakeLBenavente: Look, we need to get a hold of ourselves and maintain order. Under Point 

of Order, I recognize Represetnativc Hocog. 


Rep. !-Iocog: Mr. Speaker, there is a motion on the floor to recall BOllst! Bill No 9-371. 


Speaker l3enavente: Wc arc under discussion at this time and it is on the: motion. 


ReI?, HOI;o!!: Il110ve at .thi s tirlle to second that motion by Reprcsentat ive Reyes. 
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Speaker Benavente: That has been seconded and the discussion continues on the motion to 
reconsider our action. Representative Reyes, you may continue. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, the issue of casino gambling is an issue ('hat is of extreme interest to 
the genera) public. This has been proven in the past and that the general public has spoken -­
they do not want casino gambling. They have spoken in the past when the slot machine was in 
operation in the Marianas. They have been very instrumental in pushing the elected official -­
tneir people which -they trust , people that they count on, people that they say is going to represent 
their best interest. Let's not fool around here. Let's stop personal interest. Let's stop supporting 
people Ihat supports our position in the legislature. Let 's support the gcneral public. They have 
spoken -- they do not want casino. They do not want gamhling in the Marianas because they 
have said to the Marianas people, to the elected official this is evil. It is evil. It causes family 
breakdown, it causes funding problem with children going to school because parents are going 
gambling and they arc using the money that they should have given to their kids. If Ihis is not 
around, there will be excess money for all these. Family relationships will go back to normal, to 
where it used to be where husband and wife are very ... thcy have an extremely good 
relationship. Mr. Speaker, I move and urge my colleagues that please, let's place this on the 
calendar and allow the members here to vote on this crucial and unnecessary bill. Let's kill it 
now. Let's kill it now and if anyone wants to cominue to try 10 pLlI out another bill to insultlhe 
public, le t them do it and lei them iln.SWer to their action on November 4 th. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Speaker Benavente: Before I recognize anyone else, I would also like to speak on the motion 
and I wOlJld like to ask Representative Hofschncider to please come up to the podium while I 
Slep dowll. 

At this time, the Speaker stepped down and Representative Ho[schneider, as Speaker Pro 
Tempore, chair the Floor. 

Speaker Pro Tem Ilofschneidcr: Recognized, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Benavente: Mr. Speaker -­

Rep. V. Anao: May I, Mr. Speaker, I have been raising my hand . 

Speaker Benavente: I yield at thi s time. 

Rep . V. Attao: No, I think there are severa l peoplc before me. So may I ask for the 
congressmen- 'J 

Speaker Pro Telll Hofschneider: I recognized the Minority Leader? 

Reo V Attao: I move to t:nd debate, Mr. Speaker. 

Seconded by Rep. Palacios. 

Speaker Iknaventc: Privilege. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneicler : Bcfore I recognize that motion -- the reason why the Speaker 
stepped down is simply because this is a healthy discussion. Ta rekogni sa i indibiyuat y" hu 
sangan i pinitina. Ta fan a'rcspeta ya hu gaga gao i Minority Leader na u reconsider ya ta allow 
taln. Lao baihu waFll -- tflu fan order. 

Rcp. Palacios: Under Point of Order, you are Out of Order, Mr . Speaker. 
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Rep y. Attao: I move to recess, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Benavente: Privilege. 

Speaker Pro -rem Hofschncider: State your privilegc. 

Spcaker Benavente: You may be able to not recognize the motion at thi s lime and may recogni ze 
me at thi s time, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: I SO now recognize the Speaker. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Thank you for thc opportunity to speak. Mr. 
Speaker, i disisionta ni para tafatinas guine ... etyo na malago yo' na la diskute este i pot rason 
na ·ti pot casino na issue ha' lokkue guine. Komu guahu Speaker i Hou se yan komu hamyo 
lokkue ni membrun i Sanpapa na Guma guaha - taimanu ha' hasan ga n si Congressman 
Hofschneider - kao dinanche etyo na fino' Chamorro lao malabida nw susedi . I masusedi ma 
amut i aturidatii a este na guma - i awrida! miyo - i aturidat na debi, ya i consititutioll ilelekna na 
este na guma ni u tituhon e ste sih a na Kl asen i legislation . Tata aturiclatiia para u cho'gue este i 
Senate. Ilafa na manli sto hit na para La na'e enao na klasen aturidat, para ta sotta enao na Klasen 
aturidat ni i constitution, i constitlltion ni ma disidi ni publiko, ma pcga na para hita ta cho'gue 
enao. Gaigi ha i legal opinion esra na humuyong na achuka sina revcnue generating etyo i uno 
I1H bill ni $200 i filing fee , cstc otro este na revenue ge nerating bill. Pues kumelelckiia na 
yanggen gllaha otro na revenue generalin g legislation, dcbi Lalo na para ullltuhon guine gi House 
of Representaive~. Hafa tairnanu na rnangof li sto hil na para ta su tta este na aturidat 11i 
manmana'e hit nui publiko para ta s lI ste ni - Constitutional AuthorilY -- fuerra nui esle. Pago ha' 
munhahayan i Minority Leader mamminas ITIotion na para ta place etyo i Senate Legi slative 
Initiative ni para i puhliko para u binota talo i casino gi November 4th. HaCa ta kekecho'gue. 
Guaha uno na motion esta ta aksep ta na para ta sotta ya i publiko 1I dinisidi gi November 4th 
pues para ta kontinua ha' este ta'lo na disision ni para ta sedi i 1eyislatura na para u nafaloffan i 
casino guine gi guma kongressu pat guine gi ieyislatura . Ilekhu na gof casy este yanggcn esta ta 
disidi na para i publiko u dinisidi gi November 4th. Pu es taya rason para ta gasta i ticmpon i 
kOT]l ite para u review es te pat para tana'g uaha public hearing guine magi, put casino, pot etyo na 
bilt i para ta pasa guine gi leyislatunI. Debi na ta pega e tyo na hill. Taya alllridatna etyo 11a bin 
na para u kontinua lum~la '. Debi na na place gi noor ya debi n<I ta di spose. Si yu'us ma'ase. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Minority Leader, before you end debate I woulc.llike to give the 
gi ve privilege to the otber mcm bers. 

Rep. Y. Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, gllaha pago prublemata pot fengkas 
salapc . Todos ha' LOmungo yan malago para ta kOlllinllu e~yo na programma i medical referral 
para todo manmalafigu na taotao-tano ni sinH mana'fanhanao para otro bandan para ufanma'kllbre 
prub1eman-nih a. Guaha lokkue prublemata pot i scholarship. Bula famagu'on-ta mflngaige gi 
eskueJa ya ti dwgo yan pago siila ha' ti manri sihe salape pot cason na tina hong fengkas. Ta 
nisisita na ta apasc -- guaha pruhlemata pot handan drugs -- illegal drugs -- lao taya salape ni 
para ta espiha Chalan ni para ta kuhre todD este siha na pl'llblcrna. Meggai prllhlernata. Guaha 
posision-ta pot para ta roll-back i tax. Si Congressman Tenorio para 1I rna repeal i Puhlic Law 
9-22. Este siha nll prllblerna nai na ta a'atan na dehi ta cbule i rnas mallieg na chalan ni para ta 
atan para i publiko. Hllnggan ta pa~a i para La na'e i plloliko na u cli sid i i casino. Casino enao -­
full fled ge casino. Ti ilelekiia poker, pachinko, baccarat, hi -low yan lwe nty-one. Debi fa 
kornprcnde, llIunga hit mUlla' fanlache i publiko. I full flt:dge casino ta papasa. 

Speaker Benavente: Point of clarification, MJ. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: State your point. 

- 13­



House Journal - 4th Day, FOUrLh Regular S('~si()n, ! 095 

Spcaker Benavente: Debi na tana' dinanche. Taya guaha gi halom i casino ... enao nai i un 
sungan todo ... enao ha' guaha gi halom i casino. Pues ahe, raya guana nui etyo i mafanana'an 
mini-gaming establishment. I casino enao ha' i un sangan tododo: baccarat, hi-low - enao gaige 
gi halom i casino. Thank you. 

Rep. V. Attao: Point of order, allow me to finish because if I continue, 1 will never finish it. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: Continue, Minoirty Leader. 

iRep. V. Attao: It will probably take me three hours to finish it. NJ'e yo' chansa ya baihu 
kuentos. Yanggen guaha tiempon miyo, chule tiempon miyo. Hafanclos, tados hit hu guine ... 
basta hi! man poliUka. Maila tana'guahu balabola sa en ague na man lahe hit para ta disidi mauleg 
para i pllbliko. Estague ... basta hit nui este na hugandu all gaige i publiko nai para ta 
fanbmuka. Lao yanggen pura ta na'e fondu, maburuka talo sa' tay~l salape. Manu guine 
impottante? Ii ildekna na yanggen ta refer guato gi committce pura u lilla' etyo. I komitc para u 
disidi hafa para 1I cho'glle -- kuo para una'guaha public hearing pat para u puno, pat hafa para u 
cho'glle. Sin a ha maigo astaki i membrun kongressu ha chule halom talo enao gi propio na 
chalan. Basta hit man a'dagi. I mayoria debi di u ma disidi. Masangan na i publiko enaogue 
disisionna, man lache. Tinian dos biahe manmanbota referendum ya mapupuno ha'. Hafa 
otimona pago'I--Ma pasa no. Sa mali'e nai na mauleg para siha. HaLL na makokontra hit pago 
glline gi House?--Sa ,ri manmalago na tana' guaha guine. Sa hafa?--I henifisio para guatto. 
Maufeg estc. Maila ta fanfrilnku ya basta hit ni mana'dagi. Maila ta espiha chalan hafa mas 
mau1eg para ta na'guaha salape. Yanggen gllaha gi pllbliko ha tuiigo mas chadek na chalan, pot 
fabot fanhaloll1 ya en ayuda hame sa' makkat. 

Rep. Rcyes: Point of clarification. 

Rep. V. Attao: Nanga, fangetto naya. Kao manmalago hamyo na bai en tax hamyo talo? llek-fuu 
/l a ti enao malago miyo. Ilek-hu na malago miyo para en na'sulfiScnte sabpe para nila'la miyo 
yan i famagu'on miyo. Estague impottante. Gof makkat kumongrcsu sa' bula interes 
manhahatom, lao i mas tatkilu ni manmabota hit nui publiku. Kao publiko este kinsi na taorao 
,pat tres sien tos. 

Speaker Pro lem Hofsehneider: Minority Leader, I have to recognize the motion. I warn again 
-- Chairman Rcyes, I will rccognizc your point of clarification to the loiont. 

Rep. Reyes: Yes, to the point. IIa menstona i Minority Leader na i prublcmata fengkas. Mr. 
'Speaker, taya ipmblemata fengkas. Taya scholarship fund, taya medical referral funt! sa' timalago 
i gobictno ha fondu este. Lao anai kumahulo i nisisidat pam u ma fund i boti -- etyo i sports 
boat, fishing boat guaha salape. Estague na ilelek-hu taya nisisario na para ta fanmanpasa casino 
sa' guaha bula, suffisicnte salape (Tape I-B) ... (inaudible) ... in fact money. 

Speaker Pro lem Hoi'schneider: The point is well taken. 

Rep. Hocog: Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hof'schneidcr: Continue, Minority Leader. 

Rep, V. Atmo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem HofschneLder: I will now recognize the Minority Leader -- and close up in two 
minutes. 

Rep. Hoeog: Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 
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Rep. V. Altilo: There is a privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Do you yield? 

Rep. V. Altao: I yield the Floor, Mr. Speaker. 

Soeaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Again, I will not allow and I will nOl entertain interruptions. 
He is closing up. I recognize Representative Hocog. Make it to the point and state your 
privilegc. 

Rep. Hoco\:: Mr. Speaker, under privilege, I think this is within the House Rules. I would just 
like to adVise the lnt:mbers, Mr. Speaker, that there are three senatorial representations in this 
Chamber today. Before anything and anybody would move to end dcbate, I would like the 
opportunity to have the good representative from Tinian delibcratc also on this measun~, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschncider: So recognized. 

Rep. l'loco~: Thank you. 

Sp~aker Pro Ty1l1 Hofschncider: Continuc, Minority Leader. 

Rep. V . Allan: Mr. Speaker, taiguihe ha' i ilelck-hu nai na guaha siha aksion na tafatina~ e sta gi 
manmalofan pot i disision publiko. Guaha na aksion ma kontra lao gi ottimoiia Illa aprcba. I Iita 
guinc gi halom K(Hlgressu, i prisisu i !]las glline i para ta espiha i 1l1ayoria. Kao tres sicntos na 
taOlao nai mayoria'! Debi di na chule este huyong ya tafaisen lokkuc i taotao kao -- ta sangane, ta 
eksplikaye through i public hearing kao magahet na 1l1auleg estc na programma pat bilba. Ta 
fanIl1~lnespiha otro siha b~ndan taotao ni kao silia manhalom man manayuda umcksplikaye hit i 
binab,\iia yan i minauiegiia. Meggai na taotao-ta , cspisiatITlcnte hita ni kongressu yan guaha 
lokkue gi sanhiyong i man scientist ha' gotpe. Ta tungo ha' lao ti la lungo IHlfa science. Man 
scienti~t ha gOlpc . Enaoguc na dangkulon binenu i para ta sigi la nachclton gi tinanus publiko na 
b.\ba cstll. Lao yanggen i1ekiia, lao hara nai para tahgucnlia , kao nahung pupulu, cnaoguc 
kakatneiia -- kao siiia hit ta difcndc. Si Congressman Tenorio csta para u punu' i Public Law 9­
22. Manu i publiko, kao rnanlisro hit para ta fai'a (fire) tododo i taOlao? Hafa para ta ChO'gllC nai 
ni taotao-ta. Guahu lokkue fa bot yo' na u mapunu' i Public Law 9-22 sa i ekonomia, i bisnis debi 
di u la'la ya u supotla i kominida. Lao anai taya chalan ni para ta naguahaye i publiko, 
obligasionta cnao i para ta espiha cnao na chalan . Lao yanggen taigue nai . .. i publiko gucnao 
ou intension i pant ta punu, ta puou', ra punll' yn taya llnmggi, lTIunggi para 1I nala']a i Olro banda, 
ilck-hll na lache enao. I1ekhu na i mas propio na chalan ya baihu sigi papa i u mana'e i komitc ya 
guiya hu disidi. Parehu ha' i para ta disidi pago yan an tal1a'e i komite -- guiya ha'. Lao yanggcn 
ta na'guaha, ta forcc i komitc ya u kundukta public hearing ya u fanmakonnc' tododo ctyo i 
mangaigc pago guinc magi ya u faiiguentos yan IOdodo lokkue i sumupopolla nai, cnaguc i mas 
dinanchc. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

r~cp. Manuel Ts;norio: Privilege. 

Rep. Babauta: Point of clarificat ion. 

S[leaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: Statc your privilege, Reprcsentativc Tenorio. 

Rep. Manuel Tenorio: Mr. Speakcr, for the record, I want to respond to the allegation. My namc 
was mentioned. 

Spcakcr J>ro Tcm Hofschneider: I will JlOI rccognizc a response to -­
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RS:D· Manud Tenorio: Mr. Speaker, malago ha yo' lokkue kumenlos pot CSIC i discussion pago ni 
ta sasangan. 

Speak"r Pro Tern Hofschnejder: I will allow you to disc:uss the Issue before the Floor, but not on 
any comments mediating from the discussion . I recognize Representative Palacios. 

Rep. Babauta: I made my point of clarification, Mr. Speaker. 

Rep. Palacios: Do you want to entertai)l the Point of Clarificatin before I start, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschncider: Thank you. I recognize RepresenLative Babauta. State your 
Point of Clarification. 

Rep. Bahallla: Si yu 'us ma'ase, Mr. Speaker. Dinanche ctyo i fi no'mu gi lallaftat' pot este i 
Senate Communication 9-324 na antes ha' di ta disidi i fotunana este na akto malago yo', Mr. 
Speaker, na yanggen para ta punu, ta punu pat u rna refer talle gi komitc. Yahu na baihu faisen i 
Chair, Mr. Speaker, ya pot fabot na halom ofisiatmentc i rckuesta ya baihu rnana'huyong i na'an ­
hu guihc na aklO sa' ti sasaonao yo' gui he, Mr. Speaker. Ti saonao yo' tanpoku manfiLrna. Enao 
ha' para baihu na' klaru. Si yu'us ma'ase. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneidcr: Representative Palacios. 

Rep. Palacios: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do believe that both sides havc went ahead and 
delivered with their full intelligence and knowledge. If we were to continue this, we would be 
here until tonight, Mr. Speaker. The motion is only whether or not the I louse would reconsider 
our action on I-louse Bill 9-371. This is going 10 get to a point where we wou ld -- as good dose 
bro~hers and sisters ill' this House, with the elec~ ion coming lIP real soon, Mr. Speakef', it is going 
to cause billerness in this House. We have all been working harmoniously. I think we should 
stick to the subject right now of whether or not we should reconsider our action. I therefore, Mr. 
Speaker, move to thc previous question. 

The motion was seconded . 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Before I recognize that , I walltto again c:nLertain some members 
here. I ask your inClulgcnce to recall your motion so that -­

Rep. Palacios: I am not hard to deal with, Mr. Speaker. I recall . 

The Chair recognized Rep. Tenorio . 

Rep. Manuel Te norio: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity 10 deliberate on this. Si yu'us 
rna'ase. Mr. Speaker, ta tungo ha ' esta este i asunton gambling, okay. Ti nuebll este na rna 
diskute ya guaha slImangan guine na lenik.i ha' malakngos, maskischa hafa ta cho'gue, tcnikilta 
nai tnalakngos. Mangaige pago gui ne siha i plIbliko na man c'ckungok ya i motion i para u 
nwJakngos este na bill ya para u muna'e guano i committee . .. Mr. Speaker, yanggen mauleg 
este na bill nai, hafa na rason na ti siiia ta diskute guine gi floor. flula man e 'ekungok pago 
taotao. Ta tungo ha' na esta i \aotao Saipan guine gi ."aeha rna VOle down gi referendum rna votc 
down i casino gambling. 'faya rason, Mr. Speaker, na ta upos eL)'o na o[JUllllnidat para tal1a'e i 
taotao, i publiko ya siha u dinisidi este kao manmalago nlli casino gambling ya ta eduka lokkue 
kabales. Taya es te kao pot damrnot pat Ii damrnot , Mr. Speaker. Estagllc guaha obligasion­
ta ... tana'e para 1I faninifekta ya si ha u fanmamatinas disisioll intelihenLe. Ti siiia un deny i 
publiko nui este na klasen pribilehu . Mr. Speaker, ti hu'egun bill ofkao estc, bula maninafefekta 
nui este. Taya direcho-ta guine gi kongrcsu rnanlllamatinas ni este na klasen disisioll. Ell tingo 
ha' na esta ilek-niha guinc gi .dacha na munga si hl\' r lafa ma'allao miyo na tana'guaha public 
referendum? !lafa luhan mimiyo kao magahel na rnan111atai hit komu ti La int rlldusi casino 
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gambling agupa. Un mensionna pot etyo i public law. Mr. Speaker , La atan pago gi me'nata para 
ta address este i $230 million na budget. Dos sielllos trent.a miyon na budget ta a'atan. Ni un 
sentimos guine rna identify pot casino. Ya hafa na rason na para ta sigi ha' cnumonnek e~ Le 
casino ni esta a'anok ha' na from $190 million last year, $230 million pago na year. Hafa na 
rason? Ta faisen i gobictno manu guine casino--taya! Kumeke ileki'ia, Mr. Speaker, na guaha 
salape. Dinadanche ha' si Congress1nan Reyes -- guaha salape sa ' yanggen guaha para u 
mafahan, malakngos. Ma apase esta etyo i Tinian na tano. Ma apasc i PSS. Hafa talo na boti 
yan hafkao siha man machocho'gue. Che'cho politika estc nai . Yanggen ilekmu pot politika nai, 
estigue man polilitika i manmasatsatpet pago i medical referral yan i scholarship, pot rason na 
guaha agenda na para u mana'halom i casino gambling. Esta pago, Mr. Speaker, raya yo' ni 
manli'e analysis casino na kuanto miyon para u na'halom guinc giya Marianas. Ni un biahe ni 
todo i tinaitai -hu . "faya mamatitinas analysis na yanggen guaha casino gambling guine giya 
Marianas, giya Saipan u na'hellom este na kandidan "dape. Tinian fina'an man broke. Guaha 
casino gambling Tini<ln pago. Fanhanao ya en fanhungando giya Tinian yanggen enao malago 
miyo. Ta fafaisen Tinian ... mmlmongge? Hafa nai, Mr. Speaker .. " Ma mensionna pot etyo i 
tax ... gllahu nai ti man bota yo' gi Public Law 9-22 sa' ti manhonggc yo' na para uma push 
guato giya i legislamre iyon-niha agenda ya mana'guaha etyo na tax. En<logue para baihu fana' 
lao pot fabot, Mr. Speaker, na'e i publiko ni direchon niha ya u ma public referendum este ya u 
guaha kabales n<l edukasion para siha ya yanggen ha hota "yes" ya ta pass guine giya Saipan pues 
so be it . Enao ha' hu gagagao, Mr. Speaker. Thank yoU'. (Applause from the audience) 

The Chair recogn ized Rep. Peter. 

Rep. Peter: Si yu'us ma'asc, Mr. Speaker. Guahu uno , Inalago yo' na en Lingo tolios hamyo ni 
mangaige guine na taya ni hu hungok gi hiyong este na guma na mauleg casino. Haye ha' 
a~otda-hu gi hiyong este i Iehislatibu desde kuantos anos tarte, raya nil hu hungok na ll1auleg 
casino - outside of this legislature building. Tododo asotda -hu, ya ti mandadagi yo', hira ha' yan 
hita ha' guine ll1ana'asangane na mauleg i casino. At yo na ti hu tungo taimanu na para tana'e tane 
i publiko para u mabota talo. Kuanto biahe yan hafa taimanll na para ta sangan na taya balin niha 
este sihil i mangaige guine pot makokontra casino. Na' ma'ase, na' pinite este i para La sangan na 
ti ll1ayoria pat hafa. Mangaige este siha guine sa' rna kokontra. Manmungge i 1I1afabobot i 
ca~ino flU manaigue guine para Ll fanguentos na para 1I manali'e hit na mangaige . Este hai/.1Ll 
sangane hamyo na i publiko ni manhahame ya ni un biahe ni hu hungok na mauleg i casino. 
Tailnanu ha' i ma sangan na guaha salape lao i priority guine taya. (ligon ha' guaha malago-ta 
chispas ha' i salape gi me'nata. Manmatai esta taotao sa' raya referral. Manmama'saisai'antis hit 
nai sa' taya ni tana'klarllyi i publiko hat'a minaulegi'ia este yan hafa binahalla. I komision 11" 
gagagao desde anai taigue yo' guinc, desde anai mangaige ham -- desde 1980's cste -- na u guaha 
komision desde anai malakngos cste i casino na is sue pot para u na'fanrikll hit ya u fanlllamllno' 
yan u dangklllu murat na pruhlema. Tnimanll ha' i ilekmiyo na guaha pat Laya , u guaha mural. 
Otro este na issue. Baihll sanganc ham yo na descte i etyo i early 'X() 's man mamaisen ham ni 
gurllpon famalao'an nil u gllaila komision ya u maestudiayc ya u mana 'e i publiko ya u 
manafangomprendc i publiko hafa minaulegi'ia yan hafa binabmla despues etyo na u mabota . 
Siempre ha' i taotao manmama'sai'antis yanggen taya tiningo nihil. Este ha' haihu sangan nil hila 
ha' guine sumasangan na mauleg i casino. MuJago yo' otro biahc na 1I fanmano i rnanmanhongge 
na maulcg i casino gi otro na dinani1ai1a'ta yanggCJ1 para II guaha talo cste na issue ya munga na 
para ta sangan na i mangaige glline Il<-l taya balin niha siI1ent~n niha sa rnangaigc este siha na 
taOtao glline sa' guaha sinenten niha gi farnagu'on -niha yan i faman gu'oll famagu'oll-niha. Si 
YU'lIs ma'ase, Mr. Speaker. 

Rep. Santos: Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: State your privilege. 
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Rep. Santos: Mr. Speaker, pot oltimo ha' este ha' baihu sangan -- maiia ya tana't: oputunidat i 
publiko gi public hearing ya u lnasangan hafa malago niha ya La tall.iye i maynria na dineschan i 
publiko. Mampos ana'puti yo' estt: para baihu -­

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: RepreSentative S'llltoS, I will not allow the use of privilege to 
debate. You are debating and I will -­

Rep. Santos: I am wrapping up, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Do so in 30 seconds. 

Rep. Sanros: Hana' puti yo', Mr. Speaker, este anai si Represenr.ative Reyes yan si 
Representative Peter masangan [000 i binaban i gambling ya siha i dos lIl11eSpOnsor i pachinko 
slot machine. Authors este i dos gi pachino slot machine ya gambling este m,nlelu -hu yan 
manaina-hu. Mr. Speaker, este ha'. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr, Speaker, point of claritication. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hof'schneider: Again, I would rather that you raise your hand to debate not ust: 
any motions in tht: Houst: Rult:, Again, I advise that I will not allow the usage of privilege or 
point of clarification to debate. 

ReD' Re)les: Mr. Speaker, again I would like to be recognized. 

Spt:aker Pro Tern I-Iofschneidcr: I recognizt: Rcpresentati vt: Reyes . 

Rep. Reyes : Mr. SpeaKer, anai humuyong nai i pachinko yan i slot machine na issue ha 
SaJlgangane i gobietno magi i It:gislatura na taya salape para i schorJarship ya lllalllopodung ha' 
taotao-ta ya man mamatai sa' tisilla mana'fanhanao sa ilekiia taya sal ape. Ilekiia i gobietno na 
taya lokkue salape para i scholarship, Mr. Speaker. E[yo na rasoll Ila llI1110gi yo' ya hu supotta 
eryo sa' pot para lalla' guaha i scholarship salapcila pot para tan a' fanhanao i taotao-ta para u 
fanrna'amte sa' mall na'ma'asc. Dcspues na hu tutullgo na ha dagi hit tododo, malldinagi i 
publiko, ha dagi hame todo guine. llekna i gobietno na taya salape . , . glluha salape para si 
David Cahn, guaha salape para si Kilili -- si Jesus, si haye na'aniia etyo i patgon -- guaha sal ape 
para i bOli, etyo ~ sports fishing boat, para gllaha uillaestudia -- hekklla hafa para uma'estudia kao 
Illaukgiia etyo i para uIlla'estudia -- u Il]a es!udiaye i lasi pat para uillanafanhanao i tamao-ta 
ufanma'amte sa' rnallmamatai! KOlllu gLiaha taotao-ra csta rnatai haye para ta blall1cl Hayc para 
uma apunta! Eswgue siha nai na taotaogues i Illangaokaulu Indo guinc gi haJom puctton 
kongresll ya sigi masangan na mauleg i casino Etyogue para ta apunra. Ilaye para ta blame gi

' laOWO-la yanggt:n ti manhanao')--Estaguc siha na taotao l Sa hafa ')I --Sa manascsetbe dos 
program man i mas pri sisu gi tallo-ta. Programman i tradition, culture este na programma. Ti 
sina i famaguon-ta maeskuela sa' man ma aillot ni sal ape Hiha. Sa hafa,!-- Sa pot para u mapasa i 
casino gambling, Esrague na kuchinada! Kichinu sa ha dadagi hit. I-Ia dagi hantyo , ha dagi 
ham. Pot utyo na rason piniti yo' ni taotao-ta na para 1I fanhanao ya u fallma'umte , Pot utyo na 
rason na komu en atan enao na bill siento pot Siellto humahanao guaw gi mt:dical rt:krral ; siellto 
pot siento hurnahanao guato gi scholarship. Only for that reason that I supported it because the 
governor lied to the public! The governor lied to uS and here in this Chamber we have people 
that are still lying to tlt e public! One that you just heard. People a nd colleagut:s, please 
understand that whenever that administration puhlicly come out and say we do nor have any 
Illoney, we tend to bt:lieve that , we tend to believe th'.ll lind our ht:an goes out to our people who 
are sick, Whent:vcr I receive a telephone ca ll, Mr. Speaker, saying, Congrt:ssnlan, Illy brother is 
sick. I need to send my brother on medical referral because he is going to die if I don't. 1 do not 
want [hc hospital to send the people that arc terminally ill, that arc going to die when they arc 
referred. I want people to go so that their lives can be saved. There is no price for human life. 
No price, And folkS, I diet nOt vote on tIle tax increase because I believe there is mone y, and I am 
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proving now that there is money. The reason why we do not have money for scholarship and for 
medical referral is simply because they want to put that as hostage to force your representalives, 
the people that should have in their heart your interests. I have 11'0 interest in casino! I do not 
own any business. I do not know anybody that runs casino. I do not associate with people that-­
in fact, I dQ not even go out at nights to bars because I do not want to have any appearance 01' 
im propriety. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Representative Reyes, please close. 

Rep.~Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I just want to tell our people that it is time. The time is now to let our 
people, the general puhlie, decide on a referendum if Ihey want or they do not want casinos. It is 
time now [Or us to show these people, the general public, how we vote on this bill because we are 
elected into this offlce to represent their interests. And if we do have their interests in our heart 
then il will show today, in this chamber, on the way we vote. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

.Rep. Palacios: Point of Clarification, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pm Tem Hofsehneider: State your point. 

Rep. Palacios: I did not wanl to interrupt Congressman Reyes when hc was delibefating, but I 
would like the reCord to clear whether I am included i)l the members of the Legislature that are 
lying. 

ReI). Reyes: No, Mr. Speaker, he is not. Congressman Palacios has been very supportive in the 
interest of the public, Mr. Speaker. 

The Chair recognized thle Vice Speaker. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, buia siha manmasangan ya parehu 
ha' minauleg yan binaba. G'Iaho UllO, Mr. Speaker, manhongge yo' gi hilo tano na yanggen un 
akto un fitma, tumotogi hao gi dos adengmu. I masusesde gi Senate anai ma sandwich etyo i bill 
i "nonresident workers fee increase" guato gi "casino," guahu uno, Mr. Speaker, ti manfitma yo' 
nui ellao lao mUllna'ma'ase etyo i man manFitma. Manmapega na'all-niha hal'om ni timinalago 
niha. Enague uno debi tana' komprede lokkue i senadot na u guaha rispetu ni bandan akto ni 
mima'hanao hulo gi Senate. Yanggcn malago i scnadot na II mapasa i casino gambling, u pas a gi 
dinanche na manera. I mapos t.res session na tiempo, ma reject i casino gambling. I segundo, ma 
sandwich i casino gambling. IIck-hu, Mr. Speaker, na ti fair para i l"louse members ni m,ur 
rnanfitmll gi etyo na akto i raya iyon-na relationship yan i casino. Lokkue l11a l11ensionna pago 
pot i manfitma gi band,Ul i pachinko machine -- Mr. Speaker, gaige ha i record anai ma substitute 
etyo na bill. Guaha ti manfitma gi etyo na bill lao humalorn anai ma substitute. Pues yahu 
lokkue na umakompren(le ya ugasgas i record na guaha guine na tirnanfitma i membru lao 
humalom pot i guaha substitution. Estague yahu na umakomprende ya umana'klaru gi publiko. 
Munga ma peg a i' nu'an taotao halom yanggen ti malago. Ya htl gagago kinemprenucn miyo 
todos na yanggen tirnalago i rnembru na hl! halom gi halom ctyo na akto, pot fabot lakngos 
na'anna -- kao i committee report ni para unlakngos pat manu ni para unlakngos sa' isao yan 
gimagahet, ti fair para i membru. Uno lokkue, Mr. Speaker, pot i csta ma pass i motion ni para 
uma refer guat() i casino gaming bill gi komite, Mr. Speaker -- yan hayc para u kinatga etyo na 
chairman -- pot fabot, hugagago na ti este ha gi halom il chamber na uguaha public hearing. 
Malago na uI11akondukta gi kada village kosake sii1a i pllbliko manl11a'edllka kabales hafa 
minaulegfia yan hafa bi,nabaila, Entlllgo ha' 'I1a gi mina' Deho na kongressu ta pasa i prostitution 
bill para tana' parra i prostitution ... lao baihu sangane hamyo, mas bula prostitution pago ki 
anai ti lllapapasa i lai. Estague yahu an enkomprcnClc - na bulaila prostitution pago ki anai ti 
mapapasa i lai. Pues yahu na enkomprende ya yahu lok.kuc i komiten eyto i para u handle este i 
gaming bill na umana'fantunas mo'na, u ma fan edui<a i publikogi kada villagc kosakc sioa guaha 
sanu na disision para ulllakolllprende yan lokkuc i umasupolla pat ti ul)raSupolla. Guaha un Illes 
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imedia desde pago para umafatinas disision gi atyo i amendmenr i constitution pot bandan 
casi no. Lao ti mafatto cste na tiempo. Yahu yanggen para ukondukta i komite i pulllic hearing, 
yahu na uhuyong gi kada village giya Saipan ya urnakOndukta ya umali 'e kao magallet na 
mafabobot i casino pat ahe. Este ha' ni siiia , Mr. Speaker, mana'komprende hit , mana'komprende 
yan i publiko. Na'e ya siha u disidi. Enao ha', si yU'llS ma'ase . 

The Chair recognized Rep. Deleon Guerrero. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Si yu'us ma'ase, Mr. Speaker. Kulan atman ni huhatsa lokkuc hulo i 
kanaihu lao senenbatgo, latmegai esta manmadiskuti mo'na ginen este na akto, Mr. Speaker. 
Tumaigue yo' guihe na tiempo anai ma introdusi este na bill i 9-371 ya anai hu a'atan i iyoniia 
con tent, hungan hulipara na i maiielu -ta ni manmanfitma guine na akto nai humalom na guaha 
direchon niha para umakobla talte i hafa mafitma yan hafa Illa polu halom gi halom i akto ni ti 
direcho. Guiya etyo i ilelek mu na che'cho kuchinada . Umatulaika hafa gimagahet 
fondamentoniia eyto na akto anai ma'introdusi guine ya matulaika gi Sanhilo na Guma'. 
Humahlom yo' na guaha direchon niha para uma'a.ligao este. I otm, Mr. Speaker, malago ha' yo' 
lo kkue baihu air i iyoku concern na mampos gimagahct na puti este i talili'e estc siha i maiielu -ta. 
Dididi ha' este i para haihll sangan, ti yahu na baihu sigi ha ' muripiti lao gi kincillprendekhu 
mampos hit man latga, i gobietnO-ta mampos latga. I mantinsion ilekhu na manhahong hit 
rnancinsion, lao guiya este gi halom guma' etyo i yanggen mit ungagana para unkannu' balin mil 
kiniento~ pat balin dos mit. Dispitdisiu gimagahet. Anai mankampen hit ta sangan pot gaston 
gobietno pat tana'latdikiki i gobietno, i gobietno-ta mas dumadangkulo. Hu komprende na i 
publiko dumadangkulu gi populasion lao debi di tafan conservative. Ta fan nahong ni 
rnantinsion -ta. Estague nilachiiia i ma pega este i referral yan i scholarship pot este i casino. Si 
yu'us rna'ase. 

T he Chair recognized Rep. Sablan. 

Rep. Sablan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, annok na mampos controversial este na 
issue i casino ya it comes to a point na guaha na biahe na kume-emotional. Malago yo' 
manufrese, Mr. Speaker, another way of looking al this thing. Mr. Speaker, manhongge yo' 
guine gi infomlecl decisions. Malago yo' na baihu tungo atyn siha i kuestionna ni: what, where, 
how, why, who? Todo enao siha, Mr. Speaker, na kucstiona d",bi di ufanma'oppc, Mampos pago 
i kuestiona i action i Senate nui etyo i -- How did it materialize estc i casino legisl at ion , 
substituting or sandwiching, etyo ma'a'alok i 9-371, which is the labor bill, ya mana'halom este i 
casino pago. Hunggan dankulo na kucstiona enao ya bula maninafekta. Hita lokkue guine gi 
Sanpapa na Guma ha afekta hit. Sa hafa?- -Manmanpasa hit akto, humanao hulo gi senadot ya 
humuyong etyo i manman-sign yan etyo i mabota na akto Ii guiya etyo i ha bira gue tatte gi 
gllma'ta guine gi Sanpapa na Guma. Enague na kuestiona i, "Iiow did it come about'!" is a big 
question. Lao i kuesliona lokkue ni debi di ta altan is, wha(! Ltyo i "what" i legislation pot 
casino. Atman tiempo, Mr. Speaker, di taclibati. Ti este ha' na lehislatura. Hagas ha' este na 
issue i cas ino , ilckhu na destle First Legislature estc hutlluyong. Ya tllaiiclu-hu yan maiiaina-hu 
aSia pago ti tllamnafakpo hit. Sigi ha' di tadibate , sigi ha' di ta alok na polu ya i puhliko u 
diniside, lao sigi ha' lokkue di ma chonnek gi gl1l11a kon gresi sta. Ya pago guine gi Ninth 
Legislature, Mr. Speaker, annok na kontodo i gobietnamento, i admini strasion ranpoku , ilelekhu 
masupotta ni este pot ra son na guaha nili'e niha na fondu prub1emata ya hafafai sen i leyisla tura 
kao siiia hapess a ya ha'atran hafa Illinalliegna yan hafa taimanu na siila tana'ma s mnuJeg estc na 
klasen legislation i para u address siha i prublemata gi pri sente. Guahu i iyok -hu question i kao 
manman -afford i taotao-ta oputunidat para uma'attan es te na bill ni mapasa gi legis lature. 
Kuanto gi taotao -ta uma'tan ') Sa' ombres guahu ha tulaika ha' yo' anai manhalom at yo siha na 
concerns ni atyo i concern yo' lokkue like, medical referral , sc holarship, 5% subsidy on utilities. 
Ya guaha lokkue bula li s taku ni para baihu na haloll1 yanggcn siakasu para umapasa. Ya 
fanhongge maiidu-hll yan maiiaina-hu na baihu na'haloI11 li staku lokkue. Lao attan fan '? Yan en 
attan ya e nkon s ide ra sa' bula ni sisidatta. Sigi hit ha ' manesalao pot medica l referral ... 
manmamatai . Sa ombres segroku hu nahanao gi last two weeks ago para Ilawaii. Manmangasta 
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ham ni familia sa' taya medical referral. 1iu'u sa ti man mamadedesi ham lokkue 'l Mamadedesi 
yo' lokkue sa' mangasta yo' para baihu na'hanao scgroku sa' malaiigu. Pues manparehu ha', 
manparehu I'la' sinentetta yan hara nisisidatta. Va thank God na sina enapase - lao etyo i ti 
ana'sina'! Mauleg si Ben Songsong, bul,\ famagu'onna ya mandanna' ham, ya cnna'danna 
resources mame ya enna'gupu si segroku. Lao para cI.yo i na'mase, hara para ta cho'glle 'l Pues 
anai guaha solution gi me'namu, polu ya i publiko lokkue n dinisidi sa ti makpo ha. guenao gi 
komitc. Hagas ha' cste na issuc ya asta pago mangagmgc hit ha' gllcnao. Mr. Speaker, 
hllgagagao i publiko -- pot faoot attan naya ya entaital etyo pnes fanmatto magi ya ensanganc 
ham na, I3en, na lathalom mas ta'lo gueno sa puede mauleg. Lao baihu sangane ham yo, mafielu­
hu yan manaina-hu este na bill pago ombres guahu hatulaika yo'. Gi finenina fifty - fifty pago sina 
ha sixty-forty. Sa hafa,!--Hu li'e medical referral, hu Ii's seholorship, hu li'e five cents per 
kilowatt para un apase gi utilidat taotao-ta. Ya yahu na baihu na'halom lokkne etyo i government 
insurance -- hu sangangane este i mangachong hu -- na yanggen government employee hao ya 
p"mara hao ya malago hao macho'chu gi private sectOr ukontinua iyommu govenne !1 t insurance, 
yan ta'lo siha lista. Baihu na anakuku na li s ta esta ki mapasa i casino lao me'nan -- maneiu-hu 
yan manaina-hll - para ham yo. An esta enao malago niha p'lI'a umapasa i casino, pues pas a i 
casino lao na'halom todo para i puhliko. E nagllc, ya hamyo endisidi dispuGS kao mauleg pat 
baha. Lao e tyo i para ta'alnk ha' na baba ya ti ralili'e hafa sanhalomna, enagne na in entrega ham 
nui enao na posision. En na'e ham nai enao na oputunidat para bai en fanhalom guine para 
pachut miyo, talangan miyo, malum miyo. Pues na'e ham oputunidat lokkue. Yan hamyo ni 
manga'chong-hu, ta komprende ha' na guaha na biahe i meeting of minds ti gof parehu. ti 
mana'ali'e hit matta yan matta gi issues. t ao manpareou hit ha manma ilihe ya guaha lokkuc 
iyokku constituents na para baihu report yo' ya munga na guahu despucs baihu ll1agalulute sa' 
hafa na un a'lok ha "no" ni ti un dibina, ni ti unpessa ya ti unchagi manu ni para unpufekta at yo 
na dokumento, na unna'halorn hafa malago-mu ni para u address beneCisio para i puhliko. 
Yanggen hago a-tyo i konsI'ess~lIl "no" ha, kada hafa "no", pues hasta, Mau1egfia hago lIll basta. 
Na gllaha "yes" lokkue yanggen para rninauleg ya ta chagj. Todo ha' guine rnanmcnhalorn. 
Mankabiloso este kongressu rniyo, na fanhanidosu ham yo. Lao rnaila ya ta dititmina hafa 
minaulegna yan binabaiia, yan en prisenta huyong gi publiko ya hago na reJlresentantte un togi 
ya un alok , tumogi yo' gi dos paras-hu ya guaha balabola-hu lokkue ni manbota yo' hafa 
minaulcg para gaige gi publiko. Thank you. Mr. Speaker. Ya hu gagagao pinascnsian-miho, 
manelu-hu yan maiiaina-hu. 

The Chair recognized the Minority Leader for the second time. 

Rep. V. Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speakcr. Yahu na baihu kontinua at yo i statement ni hafatinas si 
Ben. l-lafanclos, ti hutungo kao guaha kopian miyo nui cSle i pripositun lai. Maila ya baihu 
eksplikaye hamyo dididi. Guaha guine mana'oalom siha programma na para hafa na tafanlullan 
ni kongressu ni kao ti para umana'c salape. Ma garcntiha kada sakan yanggcn rnapasa esLe na lai 
para i medical referral, para i scholarship, para i school lunch program ni meggai giya hamyo 
manmanapafJase; lokkue 1 para i manhoben, progl.-amma yan setbisio; para i rnanarnko, 
prOgramma yan sethision; yan para lokkue health yan mental program. para guato gi Karidal. 
Yan lokkue hafajjeios guaha pago na binenon ammot, i "ice" -- i mas klaru yan mas danu pago ni 
gllaha giya Marianas, Para u guaha saJape para II malla'e enao na programma ya II miJ korihi 
yanggcn sina yan lokkue sinko pot sicnto pOI un peso hUlllahanao gualo para u inayuda i 
manaina, manelu-ta, i' mandrefiion gurna. Gi e ~te l'okkue hafanelos, gllaha lokklle dose miyon 
kinientos pesos na yanggcn matto guenao na tiernpo, mattn enao na sal ape ya ~il1itifika ni 
Sekritarian i Finance ha roll 'back glle i tax. . gllaha siha y) roplls itll ni para u roll back i tax. 
Estagllc para II inaymla i kominidat 'bllsinis. Lokkue haranelllS, para II gllaha training program -­
programma ni para u famnafana'gue i famagll'on-ta, maiiei ll-ta, ya i aYlldanten enao na 
programma man masllc~lIctdu ha' ya yanggen siakasu na munhayan i programma sicrnprc rna 
chult;' i posision ni mankualifikao. I menus lokkue gi apas, sais pesos gi ora -- ti u menus gi sais 
pesos. Estague hafanelos i bill. T res ha' esle na aUikulu pat kuatro sa' ha el1l11e' halom i 
pachinko slo1 machine -- i baccarat, i hi-low, yan i twenty-one . Pago guaha gambling lao hckkua 
hafa na maiiguekuentlls -hit pot gambling ... lao esta guaha pachinkn yan poker -- i mas dajlu, 
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hafanelos, ni a'attan i para u gaige ta' io este i poker gi me'nan gUllla-mu ha', gi mc'nan kumon­
mu. Gi kada humuyong hao, humalom hao, parehu ha manrisisibe hao program man fcdcrat pat 
hafa na programma ni para u inayuda i familia. I salape ni unchuchulc' , un dadaggao halom gi 
makina. Estague hafaneios, na malago yo' ... yan lokkue guaha guine kuesriona pot lega! kao 
magahet na propio na para u ma tulaika i proposirun aktun lai ni gaige gi I-louse Bill No. 9-371 ni 
para u hatsa, para unaguaha etyo i complaint fee para atyo siha na kao~a i manhahalom gi Labor. 
Enague na rason na gumuaha enao ... na hu t hoChonik yanggen sina sumaga gi komite ya uma 
ina. Ya tag uihe.ha i ilekna si Vice Speaker Attao na hu chule' i komite nai g uato gi publiku ya 
hu eksplikayi ya hu komprende hafa gi magahel gaige gi halom i pake ti -- kao mauleg para i 
publiko. Yanggen sina mauieg ya sina todD tana'halom mas programma ni para ta na' mas 
ma£llcg lina'ia-ta, iiek-hu na cnaguc na chulan ni sina ta na'e cnao -- til na'halom, ti gi halol11 i 
komite. Guaho hafanelos ti hu snpopotta loUue i casino, ya en tingo ha' posision-hu na anai hu 
bira yo ' tatte anai ginen mumalango yo', enague fine'nina ... en chenik halom es te gi halom i 
komite. Sa hafa?--Malago yo' lokkue na baihu na maolilik mo'na ... baihu na' siguru na antcs di 
umasusedi este, i binifision publiko u gaige manu mas i binifisio. Debi i publiko ni ta na'e manu 
i mas. Enague na gi lllismo ora I]a hu supotta lokkue elyo i casino. Sa' malago yo', hafane los, na 
i publiko hu disidi este sa ikk-hu na prisisu na hu disidi i publiko kao mu malago hit pat ti 
manmalago hit. Pago yanggen manmalago hit, siempre ta na' guaha. An ti manmalago hit, ta 
puno'ta'io. Lao debi -- ti sina ta tllngo hafanelos i posision pu bliko yangg<:n ti rnanhuyong hit ya 
tafaiscn siha. Yan ti sina lokkuc ta tLlngo posision publiko yanggcn ti tana'e siha chansa ya siha u 
fanmanbota nui es tc na disision. Makkat enao i para ta sigi ha rnanmumu guin<:. I b,ill ni la 
na'hahanao gLlato gi kOl11ite Ii ilelek-ta na ta fabobot i casino. Taya enao. Dcbi na cn komprende 
ya nmnga hit muna'iache i publiko na todo i manmanbota la kokontra. Ahc. Ombrcs si Malua 
man bota na para na u ma rekr guato gi committee. Para ta na'maokk ya ta na'g\laha publiko-­
ta eduka i publiko rnagahet yanggen mansinsem hit. Enaguc na mana'hanao guato. En li'e ha' na 
ta pass i initiative. Etyogue para u hanao para i publiko ya i publiko u disidi. Lao li kum eke ­
ilekna na an tana'halom gi komite II la'ia. Sina i komite ha puno' ha'. Basta hit 11lI. . mllna' ti 
yahu na para la pega magi gi salgin i kongresu sa nihi ya tana'e chansa i kOll1itc ya u huyong gi 
publiko ya hu chule' estc na matiriat guato gi publiko ya enague na u cuuka. Ta'io ha' antes di 
baihu dingo -- hu lungo ha' Mr. Speaker, na siempre ilek-Illu na bai lunok -- lao yahu na en 
komprende na i :iksion ni e n fatinas para guato gi komilc Ii kUll1ckc -ilekna na in sLlpopotta i 
cas ino . Debi enao na en komprende. In supOPQtta na u mana'e i publiko maulcg na cdllkasion gi 
hafa gaige gi dokumcnto ya ilck-hu na prisisu enao na en tingo. Munga hit nai sa ti en tingo hara 
gaigc gi halom i pakeli. Ya tisiija mama'tinas hit disision Illaulcg yanggcn Ii ta lili'e i pakeli. 
Etyo ha' hit ha' i, "baba i casino!". Lao hafa na babana'i Kao baba ctyo i munga yo' casino sa' ti 
casino este i ilclck-hu. I baccarat kao baba'i Kao baba i hi-low yan kao baba i black-jack? Mas 
baba i poker yan pachinko. Sa' hafa, un lili'c ha nai hafa para u gaige. Lao yanggcli icard nai 
tumalak-papapa, ti un tungo hafa para u gaige kao "Acc" pat "Q". Estague guahu nai 
kumckuentos yo' sa' hu ckspirensia, htl' lili'c maggai gi manclu -ta manhahanao magi gi kongrcsu 
manmana'ayao sal ape para ufan hllngandu poker. Ahc Ii para umakubrc i pctsonal. Meggai besis 
ni mangaige gi halom i poker. Yan meggai lokkuc giya hita gamblers guinc, Inaila tana'klaru 
este. Hafa na manma'anao hit gambling ni mismo hita manga-gamble gui ne . Hayc para ta, dagi. 
Guahu, sessu yo' mu poker lao poker, ti ety() i makina, ya illegal enao icard gamc. Lao e~ tag ue 
nai, basta hit ni ta dagi i publiko. Meggai gi publiko Illan non-knock (knock poker ga me) kada 
dia ya ti ma tll-tax enao. Kada bela man balaha-hit. Enaoguc siha debi di la attan kao magahit na 
ti gambling enao. Yanggen ti gambling, Sllngane yo' pm fabot hafa enao. An un ganna un taotao 
nai, es ta gambling enao. M'lseha hafa kao botu -- mai la larall bel hayi para ufanganna kao si 
Manuel Te norio pat si Ben Attao -- enague s;ha gambling enao. Pues munga nai hit 
manmandagi, na ta da gi i publiko. Estague, Mr. Speaker ... dispcnsa yo' sa' maiago yo' lokkllc 
na i publiko 1I komprende i posision-hu. Tala' publiko, i aksion ni enfatinas ni para guato i 
kornitc i para u g llaha mas mallieg na edukasion , public hearing . Guaha akto ni para bai endisidi 
pago para i manmamrnaila siha na tiempo kao para u posipble ctyo i initiative para rana' guaha 
cas ino ya i pllbilko u dinisidi. Oangbtlll na si yu'us ma'asc. 

Thc Chair rccogni zed Spcakcr l3 enavcnrc. 
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Speaker Benavente: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. Pot rason na -- hu tungo ha' na e~ta 
es te masangan lao i uttimo anai kumentos i Minority Leader ha sangan ralo hafa sanhalom -na 
este ta bill, ya ilelek-na na guaha siha guine salapc manma -cannark para Csle siha i 
manil11potlante na programma. I klaru na gaige ha pago ni t)ara ta act na budget mangaige todo 
etyo na programma na ta fund. J referral program gaige halom etyo i budget ni para ta pasa pago 
na ha'ane. I scholarship gaige etyo na programma. En na' halom $500,000 para este i 
immmigration para bandan deportation; $300,000 para etyo i rehabilitation program -- todo estc 
siha na programma i ilek-iia na para ufan rna-fund guine , gaige ha' guine gi budget. $230 Million 
etyo i budget ya taya casino guine. Pues tana' Ha.ru enaD na ti matto china trabiha na ilek-ta ni i 
publiko na manmatai hit yanggen ti ta pasa i casino. Gaige ha' na ta cho'guc sen i casino. Pues 
estague uno klaru. I otro, Mr. Speaker, i disision hunggan sifia ta alok na malago hit na tl guaha 
oputnidat para ufan rna-educate i publiko antes di umafatinas i disision -- kao yunggen ma pas a 
etyo i legislative initiative ni para u annok gi Novembre diu kuatro na ileksion. Enao na klasen 
nisisidat ni guahu giya hita mumalagu'e nai, sen sifia ha' ta cho'gue este gi halolll i kOlllite ha', ti 
nisisario na pura ta kuntinua TllU entertain etyo na legislalion i esta kulan mcgai -iia giya hita 
kOlllu hu huiigok todD kabaJes IllU agree na maulek--iia i publiko u di sid i. Munga na hita para 
disidi cnao. Ya guahu , talo unbiahe, i rason na debi na i publiko este u dinisidi .. ti s ilia ta sigi ha' 
kumunpara ya tana' ha10lll lokkue i bingo yan i gayera guine ya n i poker yan etyo i mara'nana'an 
casino es tabli shment. Casino, baihu na tungo haD ha na -- mantaiguihe hit s iclllprc kakko-ta i 
Las Vega~. Dangkulu na tinulaika g i i kominida , dangkulu gi tododo i publiko kulan Illohon 
tatulaika iyota political stallls - kao man hanao hit ginen it commonwealth eSla i independent pat 
Olro na klase ni ha tulaika i nila 'la i pllbliko. Et yogue na rason na guahu hu sasangan na taya 
dirichon-iia 27 na taotao guine gi sanpapa na sanhilo na guma' para u fatinas enao na klasen 
disision ya para u inafekta i publiko ti taiguenao na manera i para u tinulaika i kum,nidat , para u 
ti,nulaika i lina'la taOlao. Pues yanggen eSla hit mana'komprende na l]Jaulek -iia este na klasen 
di sis ion - kao para u lila supolla pa ahe - " hanao para i publiko. Pues taya nOli csta bisnista para 
ta kuntinua mu entertain etyo i malabida na legislation ni ilek -ta na fuerra di uncons tutional ti 
nisisario na para ta kuntinu,i mu diskute. Etyo na basta nai tOlna' suha ya u fankontcntu lokJ<.uc i 
publiko na t!sta dinanche i disision-na i san papa na guma na yanggcn para 1I guaha ca~ino para u 
Illa sedi gi tano'-ta g iya Saipan. I publiko u dinisidi ya u fankontcllIu i pub liko na nlunhan ya n 
este na iss ue. Si yU'us ma'asc, Mr. Speaker. 

Rep. Palacios: Mr. Speaker, privilege - and it is a right privilege. 

Speaker Pro Temp HQfschneider: Stille your privilege. 

Rep . Palacios: Mr. Speaker, Congressman Adriano has asked me to assist hilll I know it is the u 

privilege of the Chair to recognize or not to recognize -­

Speaker Pro Temp llofschneidcr: So Noted. Congressman Maratita') 

Rep . Maratita: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Nu ana'matman yo' este pago i tafafana' Illo'na na bill 
siha, i H.B. 9-371. KOlllu guahu este plulllanta huyong ti pison kongressu i () -37 I , dos page ha' 
este. Dos ha' este na page, Mr. Speaker, ya i hu risibi nigap na 9-371 kulan gaipinetput. POt 
rason, Mr. Speaker, na hu supotta gi fine'nina na para ta po'lu este gi komite i kosake ~iiia lokkue 
bai cho'gue hafa para ta cho'guc gi halOJl) este i 9-371 anai inakolllpania ni dosse na kongressu 
guine man manupreba gi este i 9-371. Malago yo' na ta tungo tumaimanu este. Ti atman ha' nu 
un sangan na guaha kucstion pot este. Yaha na La tungo enao nai, ya elyogue na mllnhayan hit ta 
konfitma na tana'e guato i komite ya malago yo' lokkue na bai ketungo hafa este uttimon-iia na 
akto i 9-371. Pues guaha na -- esta bula manguentos pot casino pat hafa lao gllahu hu a'altan 
casino guinc yan hll a'allan nonrefundable filing fcc. Pucs nisisario nai na ta fand:1iiia' yan i 
komite lokkuc. Sa' halllyo ni man manbota oi dossc, debi di entingo l1l11na0l11anu i botun-miyo' 
ya ent ingo hafa na liuratu cnbobota. rues ta po'lu guato gi kornite nai ya ta fanmacho'cho ya la 
cho'gue lokkuc che'cho-ta glline gi !House. Munga yo' na bai hu plIno' estc i ') -371 sa' esla dossc 

-23­

http:lokJ<.uc


House Journal - 4th Day, f'ou rlh Regular Scs:o;ion. 1995 

este mu apreba i 9-371 ya para ta puno'. Baja na para ta puna' este pago i 9-371 ?-- Dossc mall 
manfitma ... ya dos pappit ha guaha. Ya para ta puno' ha' pago? Maila nai ya ta po'lu gi komite. 
Etyo na manbota yo' para ta po'lu gi komite ya ta tungo munaornanu etyo i dosse, maseha onsi -­
ya ta fanmacho'cbo mauleg para i taotao-ta siha nai. Ti ta tungo lokkuc kao lache este i 9-371 -­
kao dos guaha na 9-371. Pues etyogue na ta po'Iu este ya ta attan ya ta fandaiiia' todo ya ta fan 
a'ayuda hafa minaukg para i puhliko. Debi lokkue entingo tumaimanu i botun-miyo guine anai 
man rnanbo[a ham yo. 5i yu'us mu'ase, Mr. Speaker. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Privilege. 

Speaker Pro Temll Hofschneider: Before J recognize that privilt:gc, r want to recognize the two 
other senatorial districts. 

Vice Speaker Attao: J withdraw the privilege. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Hocog. 

Rep. I-loco!;: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 1 thin.k it is only fair that 1 speak before that Second 
Senatorial District represenrative because they are pro-casino. Mr. Speaker, beforehand we have 
a decision to make whether we are to recall House Bill No. 9-371 or to send this bill to the 
committee. I am supporting thc motion by Representative Reyes on major particular areas, Mr. 
Speaker. The issue at hand, Mr. Speaker, here is casino. Under 1 CMC 1402 it provides for 
procedures and measures as to which we can enact legislation of such naturc . Under Article 21 
also, Mr. Splilaker. it provides a prohibition of such industry, except as provided by 
Commonwealth law. Commonwealth law, Mr. Speaker, is defined also as one enacted by the 
generat legislative embodiment senatorial delegation act and that of the promulgation of rules 
and regulations by institutions of the Executive Branch. Enabling legislation, Mr. Speaker, has 
been so accorded. Under 4 CMC 1103 it has defined the difference between the amusement 
machines. Under 6 CMC, Mr. Speaker, on Article 2, it has been defined what gaming device and 
gaming machines and similar activities are. Article 2 of such scction states that gaming device is 
so-called slOt machines or similar machines that by the insertion of coins gives rewards , and two, 
the combination of any s llbsequen( gaming activity. Mr. Speaker, this legislature has enacted 
Public Law 9-29 which is called the l'achinko Slot Machine Act wherein defined the enabling of 
operation and management of pachinko slot machines or similar machines . By this token, Mr. 
Speaker, similar machine goes under the definition which is so defincd by Article 2 under 6 
CMC. What we have beforehand also, Mr. Speaker, is an analogous whcthcr or not the casino 
industry would prosper and would find prosperity to the govcrnmcnt of thc pcople of the 
Commonwealth. We sce during the rcgulation as instigated by the Secretary of Finance that 
there are $13,000 interest provided at $1,000 per licensing fee cumulates $13.000,000. his 
evident, Mr. Speaker, that there i.s indeed a probability in potentials of economic prosperity. 
However, under 9-371 -- if passed by the Senate -- it states that if' we corne to a point where it 
raises $12,000,000 it will provide fOF rollback. This , Mr. Speaker, is one of the impediments of 
this House Bill No. 9-371. Secondly, Mr. Speaker, under Public Law 1- 14 -- back during the 
olden days of 1978 and '79, the firS! legislative component provided for the casino industry. 
Then there was a n;ferendulll made. Under this Public Law 1- 14, it stipulates that casino 
industry will be for the Third Senatorial District only. Then, the first referendum that defines 
whether casino would hc authorized within Saipan ... it is denied. Secondly, hy the salne token. 
Mr. Spcaker, those master-minds of the first legislative component did one of the most 
horrendous act for the Commonwealth society -- one, the peoplc of Rota and Tinian can not vote 
on referendum that is of a local nature to the Third Senatorial District. By such referendum, Mr. 
Speaker, Public Law 1- 14 died. Within the same scope, Mr. Speaker, Kan Pacific Development 
then, submitted a security deposit of $1 ,OOO,(X)O for such temporary licensi ng in casino industry. 
This $1 ,OOO,(XlO to date has remained within the coffer of the Comlllonwealth Governmcnt and 
has yet to be reimbursed to Kan Pacific Development. This is a liability to the COlllmonwealth 
Government for almost 17 years _ if Kan Pacific Development would today litigate thc 

-24­



Commonwealth Government, Mr. Speaker, under the banking laws of th~ U.S. statutory 
provisions, we shall reimburse Kan Pacific D(lvelopment. Bearing with the thought interest of 
$1,OOO,OOO.(Xl, even at 3% -- the lowest inflationary interest that can he imposed -- would 
culminate a huge chunk from the Commonwealth coffer. Also, Mr. Speaker, if you look at 
House Bill No. 9-371, it tends to provide for casinos in Ihe Commonwealth. We have already a 
statute that provides fOr gamhling and casino management for all the islands of the 
Commonwealth. This legislation, Mr. Spca.ker, therefore, provides that this hody today, august 
within its own prerogative, must provide the dccision whether to vote for its funeral and these 
people win this beforehand today. Who has the balls and who carries the most realistic genital 
components, Mr. Speaker. If you can not vote today for these people to witness whether you 
would kill gambling then so be it, for November 4 or 6 it was, you will not he sitting here again. 
Mr. Speaker, again, I am saying that we should place this House Bill No. 9-371 before this 
chamber today and let us vote whether we want to kilL it, we want to kick it, w~ wanna dip it or 
yOu wanna eat il. Thank you. (Applause from the gallery) 

Rep, Palacios: Point of information, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Temp Hofschneider: Before I recognizc that -- for your information Representative 
Hocog, the bill has been referred to the committee and the motion before the nom is to recall not 
to vote on the bill itself. I recognize Representative Adriano. 

Rep. Adriano: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, gi Illinagahet ti rnan a'adagao hit pago na 
oga'an guine konjU ti ... mandailia' Illohon etyo i Senadot Tinian, lao uno na senadot Tinian ha 
slaughter Tinian etyogue na gurnuaha pago discussion nui estc ya hita man rnarnapot. Mr. 
Speaker, ta hungok esta wdo haLl i inansangan guine pot cste i House Bill No. 9-371. 
Hinasokku, Mr. Speaker, na todo i tiempo Tinian ha gagagao Saipan yan Luta chansa pot para u 
adilanta gue sa' pago ha' kahuhulu' i casino. Taya rnagagagao ni publiko na hu mana'e huyong ya 
i puhliku u bow este. Munga na ~inko ha' na senadot, Mr. Speaker, rara hu dinisidi i casino giya 
Marianas. Pot enao, Mr. Speaker, I move to the previous question. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Pro Temp Hofschneider: The motion carries. Before we take a vote on tilat, I would 
like to call the Speaker up and I'll step down. 

Speaker Benavente took the Chair. 

Speaker Benavente: We will now be voting. For clarification purposes, our vote will be on to 
reconsider our action on House Bill No. 9-371, House Draft I, Senate Suhstitute I and that action 
was to rder it to the Gommittee. We will now be voting to reconsider that action. 

By voice vote on the motion to reconsider the action of the House, a division of tl'le 
question was declared. 

Speaker Benavente: I will now ask the Clerk for a roll call. 

Ren. Hoco!:: Point of information, Mr. Speaker. Can we clarify on the Floor again what we arc 
voting for'! 

Speaker Benavente: The motion is to reconsider our action, which is to refer to the committee, 
and place it in front of the rncmbcrs to vote or decide what ro do with tile bill. At rhis rimc, the 
voting is to reconsider our action. 

The Acting Clerk called the roll on tile motion to reconsider the Ilollsc's action on I louse 
Bill No. 9-371 and to place it on tile calendar. The result is as follows: 
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Representative Adriano yes 

Representative J. Attao no 

Representative V. Attao 110 

Representative Babauta yes 

Representative Dela Cruz no 

Representative Deleon Guerrero yes 

Representative Hocog yes 

Representative Hofschneider no 

Representative Maratita no 

Representative Palacios no 

Representative Peter no 

Representative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan no 

Representative Santos no 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Teregeyo excused 

Representative Torres no 

Speaker Benavente yes 


Speaker Benavente: The motion to reconsider our action of House Bill No. 9-371 , HD I , SS I, 
fail s in the House. floor Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for a recess of one hour for lunch. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Benavente: We wiJl go ahead and recess witl\out objection. I ask the members to report 
back at I :30 p.m. We will start promptly at 1:30. We will be taking up the budget act , so I ask 
for everyone's cooperation to please be here. Recess until I :30 p.m. 

The House recessed at 11:45 a.tn. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 2: 15 p.m. 

Speaker Benavente: We arc baek to our session and we afe still on ltem () of our Agenda under 
Senate communications? Floor Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I tnove for the acceptance of all Senate Communications 
from 9-213 to 9-25X except 9-217, 9-230 and 9-234. 

Thc motion was seconded. 

Speaker Uenavente: Disc ussion on any of the Senate communications? Represenrarive Reyes? 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, OIl Senate Communication 9-234, I thought thi s is done already -­
referred to ... 

Speaker Benavente : Yes , except for that. The motion is, to accept the othcr cOl11muniC3tions 
except for those three at thi s time -- 9-217,9-230, and 9-234 . 

The motion to accept Senate Communications 9-213 through 9-25H with the exception of 
9-217 , 9-230 and 9-234 carried by voice vote. 
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The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move to place on today's calendar for action Senate 
Communication No. 9-240 Felating to Senate Bill No. 9-209. 

The motion was seconded and canied by voice vote. 

Speaker Btlnavente: Senate Bill No. 9-209 is hereby placed on today's calendar for our 
deliberation. Floor Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: For Clarification, Mr. Speaker, has Senate Communication 9-217 been 
referred to the committee or calendared? I do not remember the action. We accepted the 
communication but it is not calendared. I would like to- make a Illotioll that we calendar this. Do 
you want to refer it to the com)llittee'! 

Speaker Benavente: Short recess. 

The House recessed at 2: 17 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 2: IH p.m. 

The House went down to IIouse Communications. 

Speaker Benavente: We are back to our session, and we go clown to House Communications. 

HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 

Hse. Comm. 9-29: From Reps. Tenorio, Deleon Guerrero ancl J. Attao thanking the 9th 
Legislature for their support and participation at the Misan Agradcsimcnto honoring local Marine 
Scouts and "War Babies". 

Hse. Comm. 9-30: From the Speaker <lIJpointing Mr. Gregorio B. Sablan to serve on the 
Advisory Commission on the compensation of governmcnt officials. 

Hse. Comm. 9-31: From Rep. Crispin I. Deleon Guerrero, requesting the Governor's 
interventioilJ rcgarding the closure of the South access road at American Memorial Paxk to 
Smiling Cove Marina. 

The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: Did the Minority Leacler earlier move ("or the placement of thc bill on 
today's calendar. 

Speaker Benavente: We've taken care of that. The refcrenee Icgislative initiative is on the Bill 
Calendar. Under House Communications -- discussion on any or those communications. 
Representative Guerrero. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 00 HOllSe Communication No. 9-31 on my 
letter to the Governor reqruesting him to· usc his authority to intervcne in the closure of the 
American Memorial Park road. There was a previous resolution that had becn passed by this 
House and also your let.ter to the Department of Public Works. I was telling him in my letter that 
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it was unanticipated th,lt the park now becomes Ilnvisiblc to the people and to the tourists alike. 
want this Honse to support me in this letter. Thank you 

The Chair recognized Rep. Reyes. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I would like to just echo the concern of Iiouse COIllll1unication No. 9­
31. I recall that there was a resolution which calls for cooperation between the Feds that literally 
own the American Memorial Park to allow the people -- because there are a lot of complaints 
received by my office asking if there is something that we can do. It creates a mess with traffic 
congestion as a result of the closure of that particular road. I hope that we can recruit the support 
of all the members to try in their own to encourage the Administration to assist the legislature in 
urging the undertaker of the American Memoriaf Park to cooperate and open that road. Thank 
you. 

The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 

Rep. V. Arrao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I do not know whetllcr we any legal right to do Ihat. 
We have signed -- we approved the Covenant and part of the Technical Agreement includes the 
American Memorial Park. We have passed a resolution and we do not know what transpired, but 
if we are to do it, we have to amend the Technical Agreement because that particular area 
belongs to the Federal Government. So, it will be useless on our part. In fact, right now there is 
a structure already built and 1 do know if the Federal Government will be able to acknowledge -­
they will probably acknowledge our desire, but I do not know whether they will agrce to remove 
those strucrures. Thank you, Mr. Speak.er. 

Speaker Benavente: Your point is well-taken, Minority Leader. 1 guess if we do have the 
authority and if it is within the authority of the Governor or (he Secretary of Public Works then 
our request would be for tl\em to comply with our request. Any further discussion on any of the 
House Communications? Rcady" (Pause) We will now move to itelen X or our Ageuda. 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS FROM TilE ./UDICIAL BRANCH 

Jud. Br. ComLll. 9-15: From Acting Chief Justice Villagomc'Z providing a copy of a 
CeI1ificate of Appreciation for Distinguished Service to the family of the late Larry Ilillblom. 

Jud. Br. COmtll. 9-16: From Acting Chief Justice Villagomez appointing Mr. Michael A. 
White to serve on the Advisory COlllmission on the compensation of government officials. 

Jud. Br. Comm. 9- 17: Frolll Acting Chief Justice Villagomcz appointing Ms. Margarita 
M. Palacios to serve on tfte Advisory Commission on the compensation of government officials. 

The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, is there a need to suspend all those items and move to 
Resolution Calendar. 

Rep. Maratila: So move. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Benavente: 1 think we did that at our last session and that is why it contimJes to build 
up. Unless there is a major concern that we may have that is going to require a lengthy 
discussion ... let mc just call for a short reoess and have the members g.o over il. Let us go over 
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these so that the Clerk can dispose them and they will not appe,u' on our next Agenda. Before I 
call for a recess -- Minority Leader'? 

Rep. V. Attao: I was going to move to end debate of Item g so that we C'1I1 move down to Item 9. 

Speaker Benavente: But the mOtion at this time is to suspend discussion on the foJlowing 

communications. There are a lot of communications on Item 10, Item 9, and Item II. 


Rep. Hofschneider: On Item 10, Mr. Speaker, I have a few comments. 


SpeaKer Benavente: Let me just call for a shon recess then. 


The House recessed at 2:25 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 2:30 p.m. 

Speaker Benavente: We are back to our session and at this time we are discussing the motion to 
suspend items On our Agenda and move to Item 15. 

There being no discussion, the motion to suspend Hems Ie} through 14 and move on to 
Item 15 of the House Agenda carried by voice vote. 

The following were suspended for discussion as the House to Item 15, Resolution 
Calendar: REPORTS & COMMtJNICATIONS FROM TIlE RESIDENT REPRESENTATIYI-,; REPORTS &. 
COMMUNICATIONS rROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES; OTI IER COMMUNICATIONS; REPORTS or 
STANDING COMMITrEES; AND, REPORTS or SPECIAL AND (,ONrERENeE COMMITTEES 

RESOLU'FlON CALENDAR 

The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres; Mr. Speaker, I move for the adoption of House Concurrent Resolution No. 
9-4. 

The motion was seconded. 

H.CRes. No. 9-4: "A Nouse Concurrent Resolution to approve revenues llI"i resources 
of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, as identified by the Governor in 
compliance with Article J/, SeClion 9(a) of the Constitution, as (Unended, and with I CMC 
Section 72'01 (e) for Fiscal Year 1996, beginning 011 O('(oher 1,1995 and cnding on Scpremher 
30, 1996." 

Minority Leader Altao moved to en(i deBate, was seconded, ami carried by voice vote. 

The molion to adopt House Concurrent Resolution NO'. 9-4 carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Bcnavente: I louse COllcurrent Resolution No. 9-4 is hereby adoptcd by the I louse. 
FI(Xlr Leader'? 

Fl(XlF Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the adoption of House Resol ution No. 9-27. 

The motion was seconded. 
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H. R ES. NO. 9-27: ";\ House Joint Reso/Ulion [() approve additional/iililillle empioyees 
.f{ir the Department {)/lmmiKrmion and Labor." (For adoptioll) 

The Chair recogni ~ed Rep. Reyes. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I want to understand this resolution. Does this mean ... I guess the 
author -- Minority Leader, my question is: the intent of this is to transfer those 3S employees 
that are already being paid out of the reimbursement account. into the government operation 
general ,fund only to free that so that they can hire another 35 employees? 

Rep. V. Attao: No, Mr. Speaker. The intent is that the government is committed in [reeLng - in 
not requiring the international airlines to pay for any amount for the purpose of providing 
services t() the airlines. Currently, there are 35 workers who are undcr this, account and that by 
the ene! of next mOnth and thereafter, people will start to be removed or I would say terminated 
because the account will be closed. The 19 PTE's arc included in thc proposed FY'96 budget. 
The remainder of 16 - if we pass this, it will continue to hire those people until such lime that we 
include them in the FY'97 btldget. If we do not act on this, we will be e xpecting people to call 
your offices asking for assistance. I can not guarantee you that if this is done that the account 
will be free, but I know for a fact that the government is in the process of not requiring airlines 10 

pay for services provided to Ihe airlines because right now the airlines are also paying taxes to 
the airport. This is in response to the resolution that was passed by the Eighth Legislature , 
Resolution R-25 which authorizes filII-time employees to provide services to the airlines. I am 
sure you arc aware of that. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I guess I am concern because here arc several things. Number one , 
what is going to happen to the airline ticket for citi zens of the Northern Marianas if we were to 
stop making them pay for taxes that we n,nder, that the government render'l Would that bc 
translated to reduce airline fare 'l Because if is not, then it docs nol serve any fJ1lrpose why we 
should start shouldering the expense when airlines all over the world are burden with 
responsibility of paying for services ... because yml do not get any free services. That is one of 
my questions. J,(you wish to answer, I'll ask my sGcond question later on. 

Rep. V. Attao: Mr. Speaker, this was done in Eigh th Legislature when Ihe Division Immigration 
and Labor were providing services to these airlines at an overtime rate. So what the airlines did 
in consonance with plan is to recfllit more workers, more employees so they can expedite the 
processes of these passengers corning in and going out. That was the intent. When the 
resolution was passed by the Eighth Legislature, they recruited these people. Now there is a 
move by the government that because these airlines arc already paying taxes to tble 
Commonwealth that it will be unfair to continue to charge them more for services for taXlOS that 
we receive for the services supplied to the airlines. 

Rep. RGyes: Mr. Speaker, I want to know because I am trying to make sensc because the airlines 
is paying the overtime for the employees. Last year, we changed that. We say, okay, instt:au of 
paying the overtime employees we will go into threc shifts so Ihat it h" around-the-clock shift. 
Ellt to accomplish that, we are going to lIs tld what normally is overtime pay to the employee to 
recfllit 35 employees in total to bc paid of the reimbursable account or recycling account. Now 
we are saying, okay, we are not going to ask the airlines to pay for thc services that we pmvide 
them. Every timc that an inspector of immigration, customs or quarantine provide services to the 
airlines, he needs t() be paid. I\:othing is free . Here we have already a resource that is in place. 
We are trying to take this away and therc is no reciprocation because -- unless some body tells me 
thai the airlines ticket is going to go Clown so that our people can bendit , I just do not see the 
rationale of having to do this. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Hofschneider. 
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Rep. Hofschneider: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I guess it is not getting too clear. What is being 
addressed here, Representative Reyes, is, when at a time when the CNMI did not have the proper 
staffing to man the schedules of the airlines - not necessarily the schedules of regular 
government hours from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. - it was necessary at that lime to accommodate 
the time schedules that the airlines do come in to the CNMI or Saipan in particular. As a result at 
that time, the CNMI could not shoulder a full shift to man the immigration, labor, quarantine and 
customs -- a full shift we could not at that time. This is why the airlines wcre asked if they could 
chip-in, and the assumption was it was a temporary accommodation. It is the obligation of the 
government to insure -that when you provide immigration, you provide them with proper staffing. 
The problem is that we do not control the schedules of the airlines coming in to the CNMI. If 
everyone come in at 7:30 10 4:30, we would not be discussing this. But obviously some airlines 
come in at midnight, three o'clock, four o'clock in the morning and leave respectively. This is 
why we need to provide proper staffing, a sufficient number of FTE's for those particular 
departments that do service the airline industry. But, it is not intended for any purposes to 
perpetuate the increase in burden when CPA (Commonwealth Ports Authority) just a few months 
ago was being questioned whether they are charging excessivcly and ;Irc making profits beyond 
what is necessary to accomplish the mission as a port authority . I-kre we arc again increasing the 
burden on the airlines. Obviously wc will' not be aole to see a decrease in transportation cost, 
airline cost because here we arc chipping-in to the hurd en. What we need is to accomplish a 
three-shift or four shifts is to provide sufficient FIT's so that these people may be shouldered 
under the government. It is an expenditure, it is a service provided for to the airline industry and 
it is the obligation of this government the proper staffing. The question is whether we have the 
money. 

Speaker Benavente: How would Cu stom Services be affected by this" I understand that both 
Customs and Immigration benefit from this fund. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, all employees in governmcnt when they provide services - the 
government is responsible in hiring employees to provide eight hours a day of government 
service. Anything over and beyond the eight hours, the airlinc is responsihle to pay in the form 
of overtime. The offices of immigration, custom and quarantine have, by staggering the 
employees work schedule, extended the period where it was normally eight hours now become 
twelve hours hecause some people come in at six in the morning and get out eight hours later and 
those who come in at eight o'clock in the morning gets out eight hours later. So if you stan to 
stagger the schedule - and most recently during the Eighth Legislature when we worked on thi s 
new 35 employees, we now treated this differently hecause we want to have a complete cycle of 
staggered employees shift so that rather than employees coming in 7:30 to 4:30 there are 
employees coming in after 4:30 and work up until midnight , so that there is a full cycle of service 
extended to the airline business. That is the first question hecause they will continue. They need 
to continue to pay services for the government that is why if we lake this away , we may end up 
having to tax the peopte again sO that we can start to pump in money to pay for these people. 
Secondly, not too long ago Continental Airlines sued the gove rnment because they want to 
recover all the taxes that they have paid, the husiness gross revenue tax (l3(iRT) that they have 
paid because under Federal laws they are not supposed to pay taxes. So they took us to court, we 
lost. No, I am sorry I take t.hat back - before the adjudication in court is made, there was an out 
of court settlement to pay back the airline. So I just want to caution that t.he airline is not paying 
BGRT. By Fedcrallaw, t.hey are not required to pay J3GRT. So where does the savings to the 
airlines translate to our people'! Where do the pcople benefil here by freeing the overtime 
charges, the services that we cxten<J'I- Because whe n you go to custom to clear your cargo, you 
have to pay for the services especially on hours that is olltside the regular schedule. 

Rep. V. Attao: Mr. Speaker, I think this concept was brought by as a result of the lack of 
manpower and the regular employees of the customs and immigration. including lahor for that 
matter, were fatigue ... fatigue enough that rhey were having problems. One reason why the 
Eighth Legislatun; came in was to remedy that problem so t hat all those employees who were 
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under this account ant! were receiving overtime are not fatigued an(\ they do their regular jobs. 
Many of these people that I've talked to have said that they want the wilDie thing but yet they are 
very fatiguell that th ey can not do their regular jobs. This is precisely ... if we do not aet on this 
now, then we expect people to leave soon by result of termination. 

Speaker Benavente: Let llle just call for a short recess here. 

The House recessed at 2:44 p.m. 

RECESS 
The House reconvened at 3:06 p.lll. 

Speaker Benavente: We are back to our session and at thi s time we arc discussing House Joint 
Resolution No. 9-27 . Any further discussion? Representative Hofschneidcr? 

Rep. Hofschneider: I move to end debate. 

The motion was seconded. 

There being no objection, the mOtion to adopt Hou se Joint Reso lution No. 9-27 carried by 
voice vote . 

Speaker B~navente: 1·louse Joint Resolution No. 9-27 is hereby adopted by the HOuse. Floor 
Leader? 

Floor Leader TorTes: I move for the adoption of Commemorative Resolution 9- 149. 

The motion was seconded. 

C. RES. NO. 9-149: "A Commemorative Resolutionlo COl"lllnemorate the flossing ol the 
Late Daniel T. Borja,jormer Marine Scow." (For Adoption) 

The Chair recognized Rep. Reyes. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I would like offer to the meIllbers if thcy wish to co-sponsor this 
resolution. It is open for any of the members. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you. 

There being no further discussion, the motion r.o adopt Commemorative Resolution No. 
9-149 carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente : Commemorative Resolution No. 9-149 is herehy adopted hy the I louse. 
Floor Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Motion to adopt House Joint Resolution No. 0-24 , House Draft 2 , Senate 
Draft I . 

The motioll was seconded. 

/J . j. R£S. NO. 1) -24 , HD2, SDI: To urue the Governor to lilt the free ze Olll{(Jvunmem 
assisted nwdicaL referrals and for olher purposes. " 

The Chair recognized Rep. Reyes. 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

S.C.R. No. 9- 121: Reporting on House Bill No. 9-420, entitled , "A Bill for an Act 
to amend Section 1402(a) of P.L. 9-22; and for other purposes." Your Committee on 
Ways and Means recommends passage of House Bill No. 9-420 in the form of House 
Draft 1. 

Floor Leader TOlTes: Motion for thc adoption of Standing Committee Report No. 9- 121. 

The motion was seconded. 

Thc Chair recognized Rep. Hocog. 

Rep. Hocog: Mr. Speaker, I jnst want to make this body aware that within Public Law 9 -22, 
there is a provision that states that the task force shall make recommendations to the Governor 
and the Legislature for any future amendments to this bill. And for us , I would just like to know 
whether the task force has indeed made this amendment to both the Legislature and the 
Governor, and have thne two entities con scnted to the a mendment of thi s leg islation" Thank 
you. 

Rep. Reyes : Your question is whether the tax task force's recommcndation is incorporated in this 
bill? 

Rep. Hocog: No, the qucstion, Mr. Speaker, is - we'll be in violation of law if we are not in 
compliance with the provision of P.L 9-22 wherein it states that th e task force shall recommend 
and the Governor and the Legislature shall agree before any amendment is undertake n. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I do nO! know the answer to that. 

Speaker Benavente: First of all, part of thi s legislation is a recommendation from the task force, 
others, of course, we have gOtten after the public hearing that we had here. Yom concern though 
- I can re spond to say that thi s is al so going to be a law thar will supersede an older law. 

Rep. Hocog: So would that put this legislature in any ... will we be violating any 
Commonwealth law by doing it without out compliance with the provision of P.L. 9-22') Can 
Maya (Leg. Counsel) give us an opinioll of that. 

Speaker Bs;navente: Representative Hofschneider - before I call for a rccess. 

Rep . Hofschneider: Mr. Speaker, as you recall the C hairman conduc ted a public hearing 
consistent with members of the task force bcing present and echoed their concern. Whether in 
fact they represent the task force themselves as appearing before the hody is anyone's guess , but 
obviously it is the same group of people that testified before the committee on this bill. It will be 
with good assumption so that they will be consi stent with whatever proposals or product lhat 
they will be coming out with. But it is not a question anymore. 

Rep. Hocog: It is, Mr. Speaker, because P.L. 9-22 is very specific that any future amendments to 
P.L. 9-22 shall be forthcoming only From the task force withstanding however that the 
Legislature and the Govcrnor shall agree. 

Speaker Benavente: Represe ntative Hoeog, the original version of House Rill No. 9-420 wa s a 
bill recommended by the task force . 
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Rep. Hocog: If we are indeed in compliance with the provision then ... bccau,e there are other 
,tat,Jtes that state that any ambiguities in the law does indeed nulls and voids whatever enactment 
that we may have passed. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, can I respond? Mr. Speaker, let me try to do my best to respond to 
that question. Notwithstanding the provision of the creation of the tax task force, any mcmber of 
the legislature can offer amendments to any bill that it passed that becomes law. And once that is 
signed into law, then it amends officially and technically .... 

Rep. Iloco!i: Yes, but when we pass a law, we have established legislative history that it is being 
consented amongst oursclves - that there will be no further amendment to P.L. 9· 22 unless 
subsequent embodimcnts of government has agreed upon it. 

Rep . Reyes: I am sorry, Congressman, I did not agree. In fact, I did not vore to support that bill. 

ReD, Hoco\i: That is why, Mr. Speaker, before we enact furlher amendments, we would like to 
get the best lega l opinion for any best legal activity that shall be forthcomin g. 

T he Chair recognized Rep. Sablan . 

Rs;p. Sahlan: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. In l:ine with my colleague's qucstion over here, I think 
we just introduced a bill to repeal 9-22. Now if that is against the prov isions of law , then what 
are we talking about. I agree with Chairman Reyes th at this house, this body can make 
amendments or even repealers for that matter. 1mOve to the previous question. Mr. Spc"ker. 

The motion was seconded . 

The Chair recognized Rep. Hofschneidcr. 

Rs;p. Hofschneider: [have to applaud the Rota de legate. He is absolute ly correct . There is a 
sec tion in P.L. 9-22 on the tax about the tax task force. But, he was wholehea rtedl y misulken on 
the fact whether we have to ge t concurrcnce from the tax task force. There is no mention at all. 

There being no i"urtller discussion, the 'notion to adopt Standing Commillec Report No. 9­
121 carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: Standing Committce Report No. 9-121 is hereby adopted by the House and 
House Bill No. 9-420 is placed on the Calendar. Without objec tion, we now move to Item 16 of 
our Agenda. 

There was no objection rai sed. 

RlLL CALENDAR 

The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage on First and hnal Reading of I louse 
Bill No. 9-420. 

The motion was seconded. 

H.B. NO. 9-420: "A Bill./Or an Act to amend Section 1402(a) or PL <)-22; Illld./;!r other 
purpo.w:s." (For passage on I'irst & Final Read ing) 
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The Chair recognized Rep. Hofschneider. 

Rep 1I0fschneider: Mr. Speaker, r have an oral amendmelll to make on page 2, line item 18 to 
strike Ollt from line 18 to line 20 and renumber accordingly, and on line 22, increase the "50,000 
per unit" to half or "500,000 per unit ". 

The motion was seconded. 

Rep Reyes: Mr. Speaker, can I have the oral amendment repeated. 

Rep. Ijofschneide.: On page 2, line ],8, item 14 - line 18 to line 20 are hereby deleted Ln its 
entirety; online 22, strike out "50,(X)()" and insert "500,000". 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I would like to second that. 

Speaker Benavente: Does the Clerk and the Legal Counsel have that down? Is the floor 
amendment clear to everyone" There is an oral fl(x)f amendment offered hy Representative 
Hofschneider and it h'IS been seconded. Discussion on the oral floor amendment. 

There being no discussion, the mOtion to amend HOLise Bill No. 9-420 as offered orally 
by Rep. Hofsehneider carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: The oral floor amendment as offered by Representative I lofschneider is 
hereby adopted. We continue to discuss HOLise Bill No.9-420, as amended. Represe ntative 
Reyes"' 

Rep . Reyes: Mr. Speaker, [ have a (Ioar amendment to make. [have a writlen floor amendment 
and I'll read it ­

"To be wnend(~d ax follows: 
(I) 	PaNe 3. beNillllill~ with line 13. (IIm'IId Section 2(b) In r('ad as/oilmv,\": 

"(b) AmendmenJ. 4 CMC, Division', Chapter 4. t\rtiric 2 is hereby m1Wfu/cd to add a flew sec/ion 1422 
10 read as follOws: 


··§/422. Non-Hfundl,ble Credit. 

(a) Except (IS provided in subseclion (c) of lhis section. a per,\'()fl may lake the User Fce 

impo:w.d under this lirtir:le liS u. flOll · r~rundablc credit (lRuinst rhe NMrrr /)(iorr ca/cu/mion (lthe 
rebate a[Jowed under section 1708 of this Division . 

(b) For purposes (i lhis section, (he amoulll of (he lIoll ' f(;/im£iu /j le (.T('dit shall he lhe 
lesser qf: 

(I) The amoufll of lhe NMTIT paid Wilh rcspC(l w ~r(}.\ .\ reve nues for which tl 

rc/J(J{e is ai/owed under this Divisiun: or 
(2) the amOunt of u.w:r Fas required unda Se('[i on 1421 tillrin~ the tax(Jble 

year. 
(c) Ii person may nO! take (he credit allowed under lhis sel.'lio rl il' the person has 

deducted the User Fee in determinin~ luxable income under Ihe NMnr. rJlC I}(~r.wm may elect 
any deduction allowed under the NMHT or tlie credit all()lved mula this .'wuion." 
Current subsections /422 and 1423 arC renumbered accordingly. 

(2) At paKe 2 lin cs 32 and 33, delcte tiu: words "and paid by the person" 
(3) AI "age 4 after lille 2, insen /lew 5ubseCliolls (d). (e). "lid (f) · 

(ti) Anwrulmefll. 4 eMC. Division I, Chapter 4, IirticLe 2 is hereby amended to add (l flew seclio" 
1425 to reud w.jollows: 

"'§1425. lie&ultUions. 
Fhe Secre tary or his designu moy issue r('gl~l(llions (:()fl.~ i.Henl wilh the rmrfJoses (~f Ihis 

Arlide ... 
(e) Amendmcn/. 4 CMC, Division I, Chapter 3, seuion 1307(aj i .~' herchy amended to read as 

follows: 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (c) of this ,w(:tiofl. (lI'nson may take any llJ..x. 

imposed On gross r('VCnlll~S under sectiOIl 1301 or any olher Commonweallh ((lx () r fee imposed in 
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lieu of such lax (such as 4 CMC 2IJIJ2(h)) as a f/o f/-refum/uble ch '<iil again.I·1 Ihe NMrtr imposed 
under Chapter 7 (~r tliis Division. 
UJ Ame.fl{im('nt. 4 CMC, Division] is herehy amended to SUh.Hitut e. the words "rebate off';el"/or 

the word "rdxllc" wherever il may occur. '" 
I'll have copies made for the members, Mr. Speaker. 

The motion was seconded. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Point of infonnation, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Benaventc: Before I rccognize that, that is a second to the floor amendment offered by 
Repn:~entative Reyes. We will be di scussing the fl Oor amendment as offered by Representative 
Reyes. Under Point of In fOI1llation, I reeogniz.e Representative Guerrero. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We just adopted the Com mittee Report and 
now we are trying to pass the bill . Is it proper that we amend the bill when the committee repOIt 
has already been adopted. 

Speakcr Benavente: The Commi ttee repon is separate. When we adopted the committee report 
itself, it places the bill on the calcndar and we are now voting on dle Calendar. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero : It is kind of an amendment, too, Mr. Speaker. 

Rep . ]{cyes: Mr. Speaker, may I say something regardi ng that ­

Speaker Benavente: Representative Reyes. 

Rep. Reye~: Mr. Speaker, the committee report is written to address the amendment tha t I am 
introducing a~ a tloor amendment hen: except that when lhe original bi ll was drafted it was short 
of saying exactly what the committee says. So it conforms. 

Speaker Benavente : Do we wish to take a recess before we vote on th e floor amendment unti l 
we get a copy of the amendment') 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, can we go into recess, because I wanr to know that - I have 
confiden t on ollr Chairman , but . . . I am kind of confused because his amendment is very long. 

Speaker Benavente: It is a written floor amendment. Representative Tenorio') 

Rep. Tenorio; I think it will be helpful if they incorporate the tloor amendment into the bill. If 
that can be done ... because it is such a long amendment, including the oral amendmcl'lt. 

SJleaker Benavente: This is onc way to incorporate it. Let me ca ll ror a short recess , 

The House recessed at 3:30 p.m. 

REC Ess 

The House reconvened at 3:45 p.m. 

Speaker Benavente: We back to our session and I understand all the members have a copy of the 
floor amendment offered by Representative Reyes. Di~cuss ion on the floor amendment '? Ready'? 

There being no discussion, the noor amendment offered by Rep. Reyes to r louse rlill ')­
420, H.D.! carried by voice vote. 

-17­



House Journal . 4th Day. Fourth Regular Session. 1995 

Speaker Benavente: The floor amendment as offered by Representative Reyes is hereby adopted. 
Representative Hofschneider? 

ReD Hofschncidcr: I move to end debate. 

The motion was seconded. 

The motion to pass House Bill No. 10-420, H.D.2, was carried by roll call vote which 
resulted as follows: 

Representative Adriano yes 
'Representative J. Arrao yes 
Representative V. Allao yes 
Representative Babaura yes 
Representative Dela Cruz yes 
Representative Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Hocog yes 
Representative Hofschncider yes 
Representative Maratita yes 
Representative Palacios absent (during voting) 
Representative Peter yes 
Representative Reyes yes 
Representative Sablan yes 
Representative Santos yes 
Representative Tenorio yes 
Represcntative Tcregeyo exc used 
Representative Torres yes 
Speaker Benavente yes 

Speaker Benavcnte: House Bill No. 10-420, as amended passes the I louse on First and Final 
Reading. Floor Leader'l 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, by request, 1 move to go back to Senate COlllmunications on 
our Agenda. 

Speaker Benavente: Sho/1 recess. 

The House recessed al 3:48 p.m. 
RECESS 

The aouse reconvened at 3:55 p.m. 

Speaker Benavente: We are back to our session. Without objection. we will stay on Item 16 of 
our Agenda under Bill Calendar and J recognize the Floor LeadeF. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, [move for the pa~sage of Senate Bill 9-209 on Firsl amI Final 
Reading. This is regarding an amendment for a l:orlstitlltional specia l electioll . 

Seconded by Rep. Ilo[,schncider and several olhers. 

Speaker Benavente: Before we dis<':llSS this bill, let me just call for a short rec<.:ss. 

The House rccessed at 3:56 p.lll . 
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RECESS 

The House reconvened at 3:58 p.m. 

(PORTION NOT RECORDED) 

Them were several seconds to a motion. 

Speaker Benavente: There is a motion offered by the Floor Leader to suspend all pertinent Rules 
so that we may pass on First and Final Reading Senate Bill No. <)·20<). It has been seconded. 

The motion to sllspend pertinent Rules for the passage of Senate Bill No. <)·20<) carried 
by voice vote. 

The Chair recognized the Floor Lender. 

Floor Leadyr Torres: Mr. Speaker, [ now move for the passage on First and Final Reading, for 
the second time , Senate Bill No. <)·209. 

Seconded by Rep. Hofschneidcr. 

S.B . NO. 9·209: "To provide Jor a special eicclioll (() consider proposed wnerulmems to 
the Constitution submitted by the Third Northern Marianas COllslitllliullai Convenlion." 

Speaker Benavente: Discussion on the Bill? Representative Hofschneider? 

Rep. Hofschneider: [move to end debate . 

The motion was seconded. 

S~aker Benavente: Without objection then, we will now be voting on Senate Bill No. 9·209 on 
First and Final Reading. I ask the Clerk for a roll call please. 

The Clerk called the roll with the following result: 

Representative Adriano yes 
Representative 1. Attao yes 
Representative V. Allao yes 
Representative Babauta yes 
Representati ve Dela Cru7. yts 
Representative Deleon GuelTero yes 
Representative [-[ocog yes 
Represent3tivt Hofsehneider yes 
Representative Maratita yes 
Representative Palacios yes 
Representative Peter yes 
Representative Reyes yes 
Representative Sablan yes 
Representative Santos ytS 
Representative Tenorio yes 
Representative Teregeyo excused 
Representativt Torres yes 
Speaker BenaVtIlle ye s 
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Speaker Benavente: Senate Bill No. 9-209 passes the House on First and Final Reading. Floor 
Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend all Rules -­

Rep. Palacios: Point of Order. 

Speaker Benavente: Under Point of Order - Representative Palacios. 

Rep. Palacios: He can not sllspend all ruks. ThaI means we do not have a rule . 

Speaker Benavente:. The point of order is well-taken. Floor Leader'l 

Floor Leader Torres: I stand corrected. Mr. Speaker, I move [() suspend all penincnt Rules for 
the passage of House Bill No. 9-472. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

The Chair recogni 7.ed the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: I now move for rhe passage on First and Fin,1I Reading of Ilouse J3ill No. 
9-472, meaning Budget. 

The motion was seconded. 

H.8.9 -472: "A BilljiJr all Acl /() make approprialiollsji)r lite operaliolls alld aClivilie,~ of 
Ihe Governmenl of Ihe CommonweaLlh of Ihe NOr/herll Marialla isLands, ils agencies, 
illsmunentaLilies and indep{~lIde !!l programs and 10 provide !Judgel <uulwrily jiJr Governmelll 
Corporations jor FiscaL Year 1996; alldjilr OIlier purpose.I'." 

Speaker Benavente: Discussion on the budget , the appropriations hill. Representative 
Hofschneider? 

Rep . Hofschneider: I move to end debate. 

Seconded by twO others. 

~aker Benavente: Before r recognize that !notion, I would like at this time to recogn ize 
Representative Reyes. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speak~r, I wish to again reinforce to my colleagues that I will be supporting the 
bill, sO remove any doubts from your mind,. Mr. Speaker, however, I would lik~ to make a noor 
amendment. I would like to request that if we pass the bill that we allow author to make some 
correc tions because there ar~ some corrections that need to he done. Rather than goi ng illIO that 
process, if I could get the conscnsus of Ihe members to allow the author to make those 
corrections, then I will not dwell into that area. (There were slOcomls to the request) J3ut I do 
have one noor amendment which is already prepared and I would like to make that amendment 
also. Can I make a motion on the first one, Mr. Speaker'? 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Benav\<nte: Representative Reyes, you did offer a motion and it has becn seconded but , 
prior to di sc ussion. I would like for that to he further clarified. We can llot lcave that to he an 
open oppol1l1nity for the author. 
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Rep. Reyes: There are line item s that already in the possession of the author of this bill. It is not 
going to make any changes into the structure of the hudget. It will make some changes within 
one area. And rather than going into lengthy debate on this because it sct.:1l1cd that the author 
feels that it is not significant enough warrant a lenglhy debate then I agreed to jusl offer the 
amendment if the consensus of the members can be ohrained. I, willjusl dismiss thm and will let 
the author make that correction. The noor amendment -­

Speaker Benavs;nts;: We arc discussing the floor amendment, firsl of alt - I think a very 
important motion, nor necessary a floor amendment bUl a Illolion rhat you offercd. . is the 
motion understood by aJi rhe members. 

Rep. Santos: Can we have a copy of that noor amendment that Representative Reyes offered. 

Speaker Benayente: No, before we consider that noor amendment what he is offering right now 
is a motion to have the Vice Speaker be able to make some corrections on the bill itself. My 
concern is that this needs to he further clarified to limit the kind of change Ihat we are going to be 
authori z ing the Vice Speaker to make. I do nol think that we should allow Ihal 10 be open. 
Representative Hofschnei(icr, for further discussion. 

Rep . Hofschneider: Mr. Speaker, I make a s uhs idiary motion lO tht.: sCL:Onded motion o f 
Represe ntative Reyes to allow only two amendments. Onc, to the Vit.:e Speaker and the o nc he is 
holding as a floor amendment. 

Rep. Palacios: Point of clarification. 

Sileaker Benavente: Representative Palacios? 

Rep . Palac ios: Mr. Speaker, [ am not too sure wha~ is in his paper. 

Speaker Benavente: Right now, let' s limit our discussion to the idea ·., the motion that we will be 
authori z in g the Vice Speaker to make changes after we adopt this bill. Th" clarification that I 
need and I hope is supponed by the members is to limit that change. R"presentativc Santos? 

Rep. Santos: 1 would like to ask if those changes in any way Changes thc context or the 
provision, if it is on the provisions. Are they grammatical, are they typo'S'1 

Rep. Reyes : No. 

Rep . Santos: Changes in figures? 

Rep . Reyes: Changes in figures, but within one area that concerns that. 

The Chair reL:Ognized the Minority Leader? 

Rep . V . Attao: I would like to make a subsidiary motion to that authorization not to authorize 
the Vice Speaker to change any rigure above $50,000. 

Speaker Benavente: Above what? 

Rep , V, Attao: Well, we do not know ... he might change to more than a hundred thousand. 
(Lattghter) 

Sps;aker Benavente: Minority Leader'l 
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Reo. V. Attao: In as far as I trust my own brother, I always think ahout protecting the interest of 
the public too. So rather than giving him the latitude of doing whatever he wants to - because 
we are giving him a blanket authorization .- is to limit that to at least to a figure less or not more 
than $50,(XX). 

Speaker Benavente:. That is something that 1 am interested in, because we can not show this any 
time in our journal that authorizes anyone ... and yes I trust my uncle too, but, we can not allow 
the journal to show that we are going to pass a bill that is going to be allowed to c hange after 
that. So just as long as we understand what changes we will be maklllg, I think that should be 
okay. Representative Reyes? 

ReD. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, th is is a request that does not affect Saipan and Tinian. It does affect 
Rota but it -­

T he Chair recognized the Vice Speaker. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, this is for clarification. ROta in FY'96 is given $ 12,096,000. 
Rota is receiving $12 million . The changes here will increase Rota to about Tinian's share. It is 
going to be within Rota's allocat ion, so I hope that the members underst and this and allow Ille to 
do the nccessary changes. 

T he Chair recogni zed Rep. Tenorio. 

Rep. Tenorio : Mr. Speaker, I was j ust goin g to comment that I think everyhody shoulel he 
accorded the opportunity to see what is heing changed if there is going to be any cha nge at all. 
That's all, Mr. Speaker. 

ReD. Reyes : Mr. Speaker, in the first place, that is what I want to do, hut in the interest or time I 
was requested if I coul c! just call for that amendment ... because we are going to n; cess until 
tomorrow. I can assure you if we are going to entertain this budget .... 

The Chair recognized Palacios. 

Rep. Palac ios: Mr. Speaker, the change or figure would only affect Rota and the delegation from 
Rota is fully satisfied to support the change. So I see no obstacle in any additiona l argument. I 
think we should dispose of it - take care of the amendment and allow the author to go ahead and 
change that figure. Thank you. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Hoeog. 

Rep. Hoco~: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think on FY'95 the delegation from Saipan has been too 
giving to the island of Rota . This amendment today also, even if it docs indeed decrease the $ 12 
million bracke t, I would yield to that. However, I would just like to make a pen c hange on 
Section 512 that reads on line I (i "within" -- I would like to add "and withou t", 

Rep. Reyes: Can we finish with my motion , \11'. Speaker, then ma ybe my good colleague can 
offer his motion. 

Spe~ Benavente: I would like to dispose of the motion offered by Representative Reyes . 
Again, thi s is an in-house concern that I have. We have got to he ab le to show there is control 
here. We can't just leave the motion as it is. So is there anyway we can further clarify that 
motion? 

Re D. H()co~ : Again, Mr. Speaker, thi s only affects Rota, so 1 will consc nt. 
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Speaker Benavente: I understand and I thank you for your support but -­

Rep. Sablan: Mr. Speaker, if the concern is reaching the level for Tinian for 'lJ6, so why don't we 
just give him that authoril.ation to increase up to the level of the First Senatorial District ... [ 
mean the Second. 

Speaker Benavente: There is one way w limit that, but is that all that you need') 

Vice Speaker Altao: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Speakcr Benav\;llte: That's all. If that is understood by the members , then it certainly helps the 
situation. Representative Dela Cruz? 

Rep . Dela Cruz: r was JUSt going to say exactly what Representative Sablan sa id -- that just get a 
figufC and the figufC or amount is supposedl y FY'95 for Rota and Tinian . 

Speaker Benavente: We are voting on the motion offered by Representat ive Reyes and it is 
clarified and understood by the members . 

The motion offered by Rep. Reyes to allow the Vice Speaker to make a c hange in the 
Rota allocation was carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: The motion carries. Let me recognize Represcnt:itive Reyes for the floor 
amendment. 

Rep, Reyes : Mr. Speaker, [ have a prepared floor amendment. I would like to check with the 
members if they wish for me to get copies before we --

SlLeaker Benavente: Can [ ask for everyone's cooperation please, especially if you have a written 
floor amendment -- you have no reason not to have copies ready to be passed out. 

Rep Palacios: All I ask is that Reprcscntatjvc Reyes reads his amendment and I am satisfied. 

Speaker Benavente: [think some of the member wish to have a copy. At this time we continue 
to discllss [Iousc Bill No. 9-472. Any funhcr discussion beforc wc entertain the motion from 
Representative Reyes"-Let me recognize Representative Hocog. 

Rep·. Hoco!,!: Thank you , Mr. Speaker, I would like to make an amcndmcnt to a(ld on line 16 on 
sec tion 5l2, page 13, after "w,thin" to add "and without" . This would be an all inclusive 
protcctive . . .. It reads, Mr. Speaker, "Lateral Transfer. An employee movin g from one 
position to another position within the same pay level. .. . " I would like to add "...within and 
without the same pay level. .. ". 

Speaker Benavente: Is there anything there that says it is nOt wi thin the same pa y leve r! 

Rep Hoco~: Because if it is not within the same pay level , Mr. Spe akcr, thcn thi s might change 
the brackets. 

Speaker Benavente : Let me call for a short recess. 

The House recessed at 4: 13 p.m. 
RECESS 

The Iiolise reconvened at 4:20 p.m. 
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SDe~ker Benavente : We are back to our session. Repre sentative Hocog, you had the flOor at the 
fime. 

Rep. Hocog: I yield. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you. Any further discussion'> I recogni ze Representative Reyes. 

Rep Reyes: Th~nk you, Mr. Speaker. I had a copy of my noor amendment given to every 
member. I would like to read it now ..- "To be amended as follows: Section 505(a) to be 
amended to as follows: "'(a) The MayClr and Chairman of the Municipal Councits of the 
respective senatorial districts shall have the expenditure authority for appropriations for their 
respective offices." This is the amendment - "In the First and Second Senatorial Districts, 
expenditure alllhonty over all local executive branch expenditures including capital improvement 
projects shall be with the respective mayor. Such expenditure authority shall be with the mayors 
notwithstanding language to the contrary in Public Laws 9-1 and 9-24.'" Section 506(h) to be 
amended as follows: "(il) $502,800 is appropriated out of the Nonresident Worker Fcc Fund to 
the Department of Labor and Immigration for the Commonwealth-wide of the Nonresident 
Workers A(;t in addition l() the $60,000 mandated by 3 CMC Section 4424(c)(I), for a total of 
$562,HOO under the e)\penditun: authority of the Secretary of Labor and Immigration . An 
additional $25,000 each is mandated for Tinian and Rota by 3 CMC Sec tion 4424(c)( I ). 
Expenditure authority for these fund s" and thi~ is where the amendment is, cross-out "for the 
island of Rota shall rest with the Resident Director of Labor and Immigration" and add "for the 
islands of Tinian" and the amendment is, "and Rota" , underlined . "shall rest with tht: Mayor of 
Tinian" and the amendment again, "and the Mayor of Rota." 

Seconded by the Vice Speaker. 

Spcaker Benavente: There is a floor amendment offered by Represcntative Rcyes copies ha ve 
been passed out - it has been seconded. Discus~ion on the floor amendment. Repre sentative --

Rcp . Palacios: Mr. Speaker, point of information. 

Speaker Benavente : Under point of informatiOn - Representative Palacios . 

Rep. Palacios: Mr. Speaker, this looks like it is authorizing two people to make the expenditure 
authority. Am I to understand that the word "mayor" remains a 111ayor, but the word, "Chairman 
of the Municipal Councils" then will have to become the acting mayor in order that he will b~ 
authorized. Otherwise , he is going to take IwO people. If there is a conniel. Mr. Speaker, and 
one doesn't want to cooperate, then there is no spending authority. Thi s is a twisted tongue 
language . 

Rep. Reyes : Mr. Speaker, the chairmen of the municipal councils will be the expenditure 
authority for their respective offices. The mayor is going to be the expenditure authority for his 
re sponsibility under Amendment 25 (of the CNMI Consti tution). What I attempt to do in this 
amendment, Mr. Speaker, is to make it consi stent with Tinian. Tinian ... it can not be alright for 
Tinian and not be alright for Rota . It has to be consistent. We allow it for Tinian , thcn it shoultl 
be okay. We should allow il for Rota. All we are doing is we a rc trying 10 make it fair. The 
application and the uniform treatment of expenditure authorit y in om neighhoring islands should 
be treated fairly. That is all this noor amendment is attempting to do. 

The Chair rt:cogni zcd Hocog. 

Rep . Ilocog: You know , Mr. Speaker, ,I understand the concern or the good Representative 
Reyes. However, if we want to be consistent with Tinian, I can not sense that Rota in the future 
will be accorded half a minion and then denied. I do not want to sec myself go into litigalion . . . 
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into cOlin trying to see what happens to the fund s allocated to Rota. Although I understand the 
necessity of consistency, the Rota Mayor and the Commonwealth Governor seems not to be 
having significant rapport developments. If I have to let this amendment prevail, what I am 
providing to the First Senarorial District is again, alluding a proposition that the Governor again 
would not like this piece of legislation. Secondly, Mr. Speaker, the senatorial delegation is 
composed of Senate delt:gations that are democrats. I do not like to see this bill again corne 
down to the House for reconsideration because Senator Hocog would definitely, would definitely 
delete this line. I would yield to the conscnt of this Chamber, blll what I am saying here today 
again is I expect this bill to come back to us by the insertion of this. If not, then it will go to the 
Governor and the Governor would again be irritated by such ,In insertion . All these political 
bickering and mockeries only will result to the people and the island of Rota being subjected, 
denied of what is actually to be of public service and of interest to them. I am just alluding this, 
Mr. Speaker, so that this Cham her woul'd he aware of the conce rns that shall he forthcoming by 
this insertion. Thank you. 

Sl?eaker Benavente: Thank you. Representative Hofschneider? 

ReI? Hofschneider: I can see the rationale, Mr. Speaker, on the amendment, but ,I couldn't put it 
better than the delegate from Rota. If we are sincere about having n budget by the end or this 
fiscal year - and it is only a couple of days - the more concerning part is in the Contil]lJing 
Resolution. Under the Continuing Resolution , the Governor has enormous, enorlllous 
reprogramming power. I do not want to see exhausting the Medical Reft:rral Program under the 
Fiscal Year '95 budget in the amount of $2 Million ... exhausted in just one ljuarter or less. If 
we arc to consider . . . if we are sincere about making it equitable between the senatorial district 
of Tinia.n and Rota - and we can all assume with good ccrtainty that what Congressman has 
alluded to - then for the life of me, I do not think that the passage of the budget in the H()Ucse 
would mean anything. J would support the amendment , Mr. Speaker, on the premise that we 
need to have fairness - fairness to their concern. The political reality is another consideration 
when it comes to acceptance of the budget with il proposed amendment like this by the Governor. 
That should be on the record that we have discussed this in the past under the F Y'95 budget. 
And we are again facing the same consequence with such fairness amendment. The political 
consequence is en0I1110IlS. Public service will again corne and haunt us , hecause we could not 
corne to meet minds. This amendment is fair, the political reality behind it is enormous it 
would deny a budget for the people ... and I move to end dehatc . 

-I'he mOtion was seconded by several others and ca rried by voice vote. The motion to 
amend House Bill No. 9-472 as offt:reu hy Representati ve Reyes was carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: Fut1her discussion on House Bill No. 9-472, as amended. Minority Leader" 

Rep, V, Altao: I move to the previons question. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Benavente: Without ohjcction, at this time we will now be voting on House Hill No. <). 

472, as amended, on f'irst and Final Reading. Clerk, roll call please. 

The Clerk called the rolll)n the Illotion to pass Ilollse Bill No. 9-472, Ill) I. 

Representative Adriano yes 
Representati ve J. A ttllO yes 
Representative V. Attao yes 
Representative Baoautll ahsent 
Representative Dela Cru l. yes 
Represen tati ve Deleon GuclTero yes 
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Representativc Hocog yes 

Representative Hofschneider yes 

Representative Maratita yes 

Representative Palacios yes 

Representati ve Peter yes 

Representative Reyes yes 

Representati ve Sablan yes 

Representative Santos yes 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Teregeyo excused 

Representative Torres yes 

Speaker Benavente yes (with reservation ) 


Speaker Benaveme· House Bill No. 9-472, the Appropriation s Act, as amended , hereb y passes 
the House on First and Final Reading. Representative Reyes> 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker and fellow colleagues , I would like to takc thi s opportunity to 
congratulate the Vice Speaker for an excellent job. I know that he had spent a lot of time, putting 
many hours to the work ... and because I know the kind of work involved here, I can apprcciate 
the kind of obstacles that the Vice Speaker faced. I would also like to congral.l1latc him on a very 
excellent administrative provisions which took me no time to appreciate . I know that in the past 
there were problems with passing budgets. Mr. Speaker, I would like to give my wholehearted 
congratulations to our Vice Speaker and pledge that when I return in the Tenth Legislature, I 
would make sure dlat he becomes the Chainnan of the Ways and Means again . (Applause) 

Vice Speaker Altao: Mr. Speaker, first I would like to thank our good chairman , Chairman 
Reyes for giving me this task and I take this opportunity to extend my deep appreciation to all 
the members who voted "yes" for the passage of the FY'96 budget. This budget, Mr. Speaker, 
would help the Medical Referral and ~cholarship programs and also PSS of which we are 
increasing their budget from $32 Million to $42 Million , the Of'S and CIIC. I thank you all for 
your support. Thank you. (Applause) 

Speaker Be nal'ente: Let me recognize Representative Hocog, before I call li)r a recess. 

Rep. Hocog: Mr. Speaker, r would like to make for the record that the House of Representatives 
for the Ninth Legislature has consistentl y passed a budget during its tenure. As we approach the 
election of everyone of us, we have lived a living memory that this lIouse of Representatives of 
the Ninth Legislature under your leadership has consistently and cllcctivcly passed a budget for 
the Comrnonwealth. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you. With that , we will not recess until tomorrow at 9:30 ill the 
morl1lng. 

Floor Leader Torres: Privilege. 

Speaker Benavente: Under privilege - Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: I would like to ask the Speaker's inuulgence to give the Floor Leader one 
more bill. 

Speaker Benavente: Mr. Floor Leader , it is 4:30 and we will be wming in tomorrow morning . I 
do not think that an ything is that urgent at this time. I think all the mernbers are ready to go rest 
and come back with an open mind tomorrow morning, 
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Floor Leader Tom;s: Mr. Speaker, J believe that we have dUlies and rcspo ll sibil ities to try our 
best to do our job. 

Speaker Benavents; : Rel:css until 9:30 tomorrow morning. 

The Chair dedared for a reces~, without objection. 

The Hou~e recessed at 4:30 p.m. and stands in Fecess. 
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FOURTH DAY 
(Continued) 

Thursuay, September 2g, 1995 

The House of Reprcsentatives of the Ninth Northern Marianas C01l1monwealth 
Legislature reconveneu its Fourth Day, Fourth Regular Session, 19<)5, on Septembcr n, 1995, at 
10: 15 a.m. in the House Chamher, Capitol Hill, Saipan, Commonwealth of thc Norrhcm Mariana 
Islands. 

The Honorable Diego T. Benavente, Speaker, presided. 

Speaker Benavente: We are baek to our session and we are still under Bill Calenuar. Let me 
recognize Representative Reyes. 

Rep . Reyes: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that there is question on 
the Senate Bill that we have calendared to entertain this morning, I have prepared a bill to 
introduced. It is now number as House BUI 9-482, "A Bill for an Act to a1l1end Title 4 , Division 
I, Chapter 7 ... 

Speaker Benavente : Chairman Reyes, we arc at Bill Calendar at thi s time. Again, the 
understanding is ,that we will entcrtain the changes in the budget and then we will go back to the 
in troduc tion. 

Rep,Reyes: Mr. Spcaker, I 1l1ove that we go back to . 

Speaker Benavente: Chainnan Reyes, because we arc on Bill Calendar at this time, we will 
entertain the budget and I recognize the Vice Speaker. 

Vice Speaker Arrao : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I move to recall llousc Bill No. 
9-472 for reconsideration. 

The motion was secollLled by Several offlers. 

Rep. IIofschneider: Objection. 

Speaker Benavente: Your objection, Representative llofschneider? 

Rep . Hofsc hneider: We should reconsider our vote first. 

Speaker Benavente: Let me just clarify - the Illotion is to recon siuer. We do not to recall. The 
bill is sl ill within the House. The motion is clarified. It is to reconside r our action on the 
appropriations bill and it has been seconded. 

There being no di scuss ion the motion to reconsider the HOltse action on House Bill No. 
9-472 carried by voice vote. 

IlB. N (). 9 -4 72, IID I: "11 11 ill for all II Cl to make {lppropriarions .lilY the operations alld 
activities of the Governrnelll or the Commollwl'ollh of ehlf Norclwrll Mariana Islands, ies 
auellcies, inserumellealities alld independellf prourams ond 10 provide Iwi/gel authority jiif 
Co veYflrrlent Corporutions jiif I'isca I Year 1996; and,If". 01111''' pltli'(Jses . " 

Speaker Benavente : House Bill No. 9-472. as amended, is before the members as this time. 
recognize RepreseI1lative Reyes. 
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Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, yesterday I made a motion to allow the Vice Speakcr, which is the 
author of the hill, to make minor amendments on the hill. I would like to withdraw that motion. 
[learned that that l11otion is not legal , that action is legal. [wish at this time to withdraw that 
motion and make another motion. 

Speaker Benavente: Without objection - because the action that the [louse took yesterday with 
regards to the motion that was offered by Representative Reyes - that will be officially removed, 
and we continue to discuss and the floor is open. for that amendment at thi s time. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, [ now move to replace pages - that are at this time are being passed 
out - on the budget. [move that this amendment be made in the form of worksheets that are 
being passed out - just to remove the pages. 

Seconded by the Vice Speaker. 

Speak"r Benavents:: There is a floor amendment that is being offered by Representative Reyes 
and it has been seconded. Before we go into discuss ion , let', have everybody get copies. I'll ca ll 
for a short recess and have the members review tliat floor amendment. 

(Ihe worksheet pages replaced are numbered: Page 1 of 1, Page 1 of 2; Page lJ, I"age 10, 
Page 11, Page 24, Page 2g, and Page 44.) 

The [[ouse recessed at ](): 19 a.m. 

RECESS 


The House reconvened at 10:20 a.m. 


Speaker Benavente: We arc back to our session and the floor is open for discussion on the nODI' 


amendment offered by Representative Reyes. Minority Leader" 


Rep. V. Attao: [move to end debate. 


The motion was seconded by sevcral Others ancl carried by voiec vote. 

Speaker Benavente: The noor amendment offered by Represcntative Reyes is hereby adopted by 
the House, and we continue to discu ss House Bill No. 9-472. as amended. 

Rep. Reves: J move to the previous qu(;stion. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Benavente: Are we ready to vote? Representative Hofsehncider? 

Rep. Hofschneider: -rhe mover of the motion is oul of order. 1Ie was not recognized. 1 move to 
the previous ljuestion. 

The lIlotion was seconded. 

Speaker Bs:navente: Before I recognize the motion, I recogniz.e the Vice Speaker. 

Vice Speaker Attao: May I ask the mover to withdraw his motion 'l [have an oral amendment to 
be consistent with the correction. 
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Speaker Benavente: Representative Reyes? 


Rep. Rvyes: Withdrawn. 


Spvaker Benavente: Thank you. Vice Speaker Anao, recognized') 


Vice Speaker Anao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, on page 13 of House Bill No. 

9-472, line item 32, I would like to make an oral amendment. An oral amendment to change 
"$9.4 million" to "$9.3 million". This amendment will be consistent with the worksheet that we 
just inserted. Thank you. 

SDeaky[ Benavente: The oral floor amendment offered by the Vice Speaker has bee n seconded. 
On the di scussion on the floor amendment, I recognize Representative Santos. 


Rep. Santos: I just wish to verify with the Vice Speaker that we are reducing the "$9.4 million " 

to "$9.3 million''') 


Vice Sneaker Anao.: Right. 

Rep. Santos : Okay, since! just notice that in this floor amendment, we arc increasin g Rota's 
allocation to $12,075,000 - where does the other $25,000 go') 

Vice Speaker Attao: For the record, Mr. Speaker, $25,000 gocs to the Arts Coullcii. 

Rep Santos: To the Arts COllll(;il" 

Vice Slleaker Attao: Yes. 

Rep. Santos: Okay, thank you. 

Speaker Benavente: For clarification - page 13·of the workshect. or line item 32, Vice Speaker 
... is that what you are referring to? 

Vice Speak!Or Attan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 


Speaker Benavente: Which one is c hanged') Both of them are changed to $1) .3 million? 


Vice Speaker AnHo: "S9.4" , change it to "$9.3". 


Speaker Benavente: On both or them? 


Vice Speaker Anao: Yes . 


Speaker nenaventc' Is the oral noor ame ndment understood? Are we ready') 

There being discussion , the motion to amend offered by the Vi 'e Speaker to House Bill 
No. 9-472, HD2 carried by voice vote. 


Speaker Benavente: The oral floor amendment as offered by the Vice Speaker is hereby adopted. 

Any further discussion') Minority Leader? 


Re12. V. Anao: I move to end debate, Mr. Speaker. 

The motion was seconded and clllTied hy voice vote. 
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Speakyr Bynavellle: We will now b~ voting on HOllS~ niH No. 9-472, the appropriations ac t, as 
amenckd. Ckrk, roll call please. 

The Ckrk called th~ roll on the motion to pass House Bill No. 9-472 , with the following 
result: 

Representative Adriano yes 

Representativc 1. Attao yes 

Repr~s~ntativc V. Attao yes 

Repr~s~ntative Babauta yes 

Representative Dda Cruz yes 

Representativ~ Ddeon Guerrero yes 

R~presentative Hocog absent 

Representati ve Hofschneider yes 

Representative Maratita yes 

Representative Palacios y~s 


Representative Peter yes 

Repr~scntative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan yes 

Reprcsentativ~ San tos yes 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Tereg~yo excused 

R~presentative Torres y~s 


Speaker Benavente yes (with reservation) 


Speake r Benavente: House Bill No. 9-472, as amended, her~by passes the HO\Js~ on First and 
Final Readin g. Represenlative Hofschneider, under privikge . 

Rep I·lofschneider: I assullle: that the Senate is waiting for this hudget , Mr. Speaker. Can w~ 
expedite it? 

Speaker Benavent~: Let Ille just call for a short recess. 

The House recessed at 10:25 a.l11. 

RECESS 


The House reconvened at 10:26 a.m. 

Speaker Benavente: We arc back to our session. Without objection , we now Illove to Item ;\ of 
our Agenda , under preliled anti introduction of Bills. Any objection" 

Th<:rc being no objection from the Floor, the House went back to Item 3. 

PREFILED AND INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

The Chair recognized Rep. Reyes, and Rep. Reyes introduced the following: 

HB. NO. 9-482 : ";I Riliji)r an ;lct to amend Title 4, Division I , Chapler 7 of Public Law 
No . 9-22 , the 7995 T(u Reti>nn ;1(.'1 , to eliminate rebate /orjiilUres, avoid lax compliance 
disincentives and pr(! venr Ill/intended conSC(luenc(!s of (/(bnirlislracive provisions ; and jrn other 
purposes. " 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, the reason why I introduce this is hecause an important Senate Bill 
had heen transmitted to thc Iiouse which is questionable that it could he a re vcnue generating bill 
and should have been initiated in the lIouse of Representatives. To avoid legal question O!lce the 
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bill is acted upon, there is a need to introduce the same bill with the minor language correction to 
achieve the intended purpose of thi s bill. So, therefore , I would like 10 ask the mcmbers to help 
me place this on today's calendar for action. 

Speaker Benavente: Without objection, with o ne clarification - I thought I heard 9-472, the 
House Bill No. 9-492. Without objection, Hou se Bill No. 9-482 will be placed on today's 
calendar. At this time we move back to Item 16 of our Agenda. 

The House went down to Item 16, Bill Calendar. 

BILL CALENDAR 

The Chair recogn ized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader TOIl'es: Can you call for a short recess. 

Speaker Bcnavente : Short recess. 

The I [ouse recessed at 10:30 a.m . 

REC E SS 

T he House reconvened at [0:3 1 a.m. 

Speaker Benavente: We arc back to our sess ion. Under Item I (, or our Agenda, Bill Calendar, I 
recognize the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Srcaker, [ move for the suspension of all pertinent Rules for the 
passage of House Bill No. 9-482 on First and Final Reading. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote . 

The Chair recogn ized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: [now m()ve for the passage on FiJ'st and Final Reading of [·Iouse Bill No, 
9-482. 

The motion was seconded. 

H.B. NO. 9-482: "A Bill jor all ACllo amend Tille 4, Division I, ChapIl'r 7 o/Public Law 
No. 9-22, the 1995 Tax Reji)rm Act, 10 eliminate rebate jor/eilUres, ovoid tax compliance 
di:~incelllivcs and prevent unintended consequences (~f administrative provisions ; and for other 
purposes. " 

SJ;>eaker Benavente: Discuss ion. Represel1lative llofschneider? 

Rep. Hofschneider: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to ask the author one question on 
page 3, line 6, on the stricken out languages. I now read: "Provided, however, that the taxpayer 
has paid the income tax reported on the re turn before any rebate is allowed." Now, Mr. Speaker, 
I know for a fact that there is a huge liahility of unpaid taxes hy certain individuals in the upper 
tax bracke t ope rating in the CN MI. [f this amendment is .. . I can see where the author of the 
bill is coming fwm. This bill is particularly beneficial to the lower ta x bracket individuals . 
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!-Iowever, Mr. Speaker, I have a concern and I would like 10 get an answer. Do we want to allow 
the perpetuation of such practices by the upper tax bracket income earners of unpaid tax liability, 
but yet under this amendment will certainly receive their rebate prior 10 offsetting their tax 
liability with the people of the CNMI or the government? 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, the whole idea nere is ... because rignt now when you apply Chapter 
2 collection of taxes against NMTIT, the application of allowing the credit to be applied is there, 
except that you do this after ... le t me try and give an example in figures. For example, in 
Chapter 2, which is a local tax, you paid in $500. Under Ihe NMTIT [aX which is the mirror 
image effect of the Internal Revenue Code (IRe) you have, when the compute the liability based 
on all Ihe exceptions and of all Ihe requirements thai you need to do before you fil e your federal 
tax, the bOHom line shows Ihat you have a total liability of $400 - but only during Ihe process of 
a payroll deduclion, they only deduct $100 from thaI. Okay? Now, what the presenl law says is 
that you have to pay ,the differe nce between $400 and the $ 100 Ihat you already put in, which is 
$300 , you have to pay it into the government before they allow you to apply the $500 that is 
already collected under the local ta x. And so when you do that , they rebate back whatever is the 
difference. So if the difference is $300, then what essentially is happening here is that you paid 
into the government tbe $300 and when you file your tax retllrn you get the $30() back. That is 
wh,\! it amounts to. It does not in any way prevent tbe requiremcnt to satisfy the tax obl'igation 
because the rebatc anyway is not go ing to be triggcred unless the full ohligation is mct. 

Rep. Hofschne ider: On the local s ide? 

Rep. Reyes: l3oth , local and federal , because they complimellt each other. 

Rep·. H ofschneider: The rebatablc provision is only applicable to NMT1T, not on the loca l tax . 

Rep , Reves: Absolutely correct, but, tbere is a non -refundable credit that you apply to the 
NMTIT before you get your rebate. 

Rep. Hofschneidcr: Mr. Speaker, yesterday we passed in good conscicnce the user fcc provision 
whieh allow credit. If this occurs, then essen tially , Mr. Speaker, what we are saying is that now 
thi s is the second part of the picture that would now make th e whole pictlll'e true in a sense that 
you arc now no longer depositing the use r fee when you are allowed to do thi s. In essence then , 
you arc removed from that liability or obligation and then you are still aJiowed to get you)' rebme 
prior to meeting aU of your obligations. 'Is that essentially w hat we "r'e trying to do') 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I have an expert in the C hamber now that I asked [0 come. If the 
members would wish, I would like to request that we go into Committee of the Whole to allow 
this to be answered. 

Rep. HofsclHleider: Bd'ore we call for that, Mr. Speaker , I wa nt to ins ure that as an electcd 
body, we unders tand what we are doing. In this scenario, Mr. Speaker, 1 full y suppOrt because it 
is really hitting towards those individuals that are far below those bracket s that I a m particularly 
concern with. And one case , that I would not mention th e name, owes th e CNM I over $30 
million and we can not collec t it. However, when that person was here, he took the rebate 
already. There is nO need to call an ex perl. I fully untierslan(l Ihis. but I am ju st airing thc 
concern, the ramification that certain individuals like what I just alluded to or sim ilar to that 
persoll may again occur. But nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, without further procrastinating the 
session, I move to end dehate. 

The mo tion was seconded. 

Speaker Benavente: For clarification - I guess it is true tha t thc re is going to he an irnract here, 
but what we have got to be ·comfortab le with is there are otber laws Ihat guara ntee that th e 
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government will collect sometime those liabilitics that they owe us. Wc just havc to be confldent 
that the government is able to forcibly collect from the taxpayer. 

Rep. Reys;s: Also, Mr. Speaker, I think there are some serious qucstions with regards to this and 
need to be answers. While I understand this, I am basically concern with the majority of the 
citizens in the Marianas. I am not too sure whether Ihe case that you alluded to - because [ am 
familiar with the case you arc talking about. I am not sun:; whether rebate has been given to this 
indi vidual. I seem to rccall Ihat it was not. 

The Chair rccognizcd Rep. S'lI1tos. 

R"p. Santos: Mr. Speaker, [ find it also a little bit strange that given the information that the 
Division of Revenue and Taxation and the information that they have on their data base - when 
you file an income tax return, be it individual, business, or corporation, that they will have the 
information of any tax due to government. And when you submit your tax return, that 
information will come out and be reflected and should be usell as a deduction to any rebatable 
amount that is due the individual or the company. If that is not the casc, then we have serious, 
serious information breakdown within the Revenue and Taxation. That should bc a built·in 
mcchanism to rcduce, deduct any due tax liability duc to the governmenl. So, [ think [ am a little 
familiar also with the case that Representativc Hofschneider is alluding to, and I find it strange 
that that individual will be given the rebate without having the tax due governmcnt not deducted' 
from the rebatable amount in the past. 

Rep. Reyes: The congressman is absolutely corrcct. I remember that even whcn [ was in thc 
Department of Finance, even to the extent of utility billing, that reimbursement or refund is being 
helel to insun; that allliabilitit: s 10 the governmt:nt is paid. That is why I question whether or not 
in fact that rebate was paid out ... because in my rt:collt;ction , it is not. 

Rt:p.IIofsthncider: Mr. Speakcr, for the second time, I move to t:nd dd)<ltc. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Hs;navente: Okay, now I will recognize the motion to end deb<ltc. 

Tht: motion was carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Ben<lvs;nte: Wt: will now be voting on Houst: Bill No. 9-482 on First and Final Reading. 
Clerk, roll call please. 

The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass House B'ill 1'\0. <)·4X2. with the following 
re sult: 

Rcprt:st:ntativt: Adriano 
Reprcsentative J. Attao 
Reprt:st:ntative V. Altao 
Representati ve Babauta 
Representative Dela Cruz, 
Rcpresenta,tive Deleon Guerrero 
Representati ve Hocog 
Representati ve Hofsch neider 
Representative Maratira 
Representati ve Palacios 
Representative Peter 
Reprcsentati vc Reyes 
Representative Sablan 

yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
abselll 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
yes 
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Repre~entutive Santos yes 

Represen tative Tenorio yes 

Representative Teregeyo excused 

Representative Torres yes 

Spea.ker Benavente yes 


Speaker Benavente: Ho use Rill No. 9-482 passes the I-louse on hrst and Final Reading. Vice 
Speaker') 

Vice Speaker Attao: Can we have one Illore bim This is the inhalant bill. Can you give special 
consideration for today's ca lendar, House Bill No. 9-474. 

Speaker Benavente: Under Bill Ca lendar then, ! recognize the floor Leader. 

HOOF Leader lOlTcs: Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend all pertinen t Rules for the passage of 
llouse J3ill No. 9-474. 

Tne motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Privilege. 

Sneaker Benavente: UncleI' Privilege - Representative Guerrero') 


Rep. Deleon GuelTero: Is that on the ea lend;ll''! 


Speaker Benavente: We made the motion yes terday to place it on the calendar. It is l!ouse Bill 

No. 9-474. Floor Leader'? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, 1 flOW move for the passage of House Bill No. 9-474 on First 
and Final Reading. 

The motion was scconded. 

HB. NO. 1)-474: "A Bill jin 1.1/1 Act to prohibit the sale o/produccs colltaillill!; volatile 
solvents, nitrites and anesthetics to persons under the aMt: o/eighwen andji)r oliwr jJl.lfPOSI<S." 

The Chair recogn ized Rep. Santos. 

Re p, Santos: Can I make a subsicli alY motion, Mr. Speaker, to include I-lo use Bill No. 9-430 on 

First and Final Reading. 


Rep. Hofschneider: Out of Order. 


Speaker Renavente: The Point of Order is recogniz.ed. i\t this time we arc discllssing Ilollsc Bill 

No. 9-474. Minority Lcadcr? 

Rep. V. i\tlao: I movc to end dehate. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Benavente: We wi ll now be voting on HOllse Bill No. 9-474 on First and rinal Reading. 
Clerk, roll call please. 

The Clerk caJled the roll on the motion to pass House J3il l No. 9-474, with the following 
rcsult: 
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Representative Adriano yes

Representative 1. Attao yes 

Representative V. Attao yes 

Representative Babauta yes 

Representative Dela Cruz yes 

Representative Deleon Guerrero yes 

Representative Hoe:og absent 

Representative Hofse:bneider yes 

Representative Maratita yes 

Representati ve Palac:ios yes 

Repre~entative Peter yes 

Repre~entative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan yes 

Representative Santos yes 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Teregeyo exe:used 

Representative Torres yes 

Speaker Benavente yes 

Vice Speakcr Altao: Privilege, :vIr. Speaker. 

Speaker Benavente: Under Privilege. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, may I ask the Clerk to transmit this hill to the Senate today so 
that the: Senate can act on it tomorrow. 

Speaker Benavente: First of all, let me declare that HOllse Bill No. 9-474 passes the I louse on 
First and [<inal Reading. Minority Leader'l 

Rep. V. Attao : I Illove that we recess, Mr. Speaker. 

The motion was scco!1(kd. 

Rep V, Attao: The n!ason why -- we have two bills going llP to the Senate now and I think lh is 
is overloaded. The Clerks will not have time to do it. 

Speaker Benavente: At thi·s time, we recess unlil 9:30 tomorrow morning. 

Rep. Dela Cruz: Mr. Speaker, clarification. 

Speaker Benave nte : Re presentative Dela Cmz - under clarification. 

Rep [)c1a Cruz: Mr. Speaker, on Governor's Communications , Item:; on om Agenda , Gov. 
Comm. 9-48B , Public Law 9-50, it is showing up also as Public Law lJ -:;O on Senate 
Communication 9-225. Can we have that clarified') 

Speaker Benavente: We will do that tomorrow morning. Recess. 

The Chair declared for a recess at 1'[ :30 a.m. and the House slands in recess. 
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FOUR'I'H DAY 
(Continued) 

Thursday, September 29, 1995 

The llouse of Representatives of the Ninth Northern Marianas Commonwealth 
Legislature reconvened its Fourth D,IY, Fourth Regular Session, 1995, on September 29,1995, at 
10:07 a.m. in the House Chamber, Capitol Hill, Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

Tne Honorable Diego T. Benavente, Speaker, presided. 

Speaker Aenavente: We are back to our session. Without objection , we move back to Item 3 
firefiled and Introduction of Bills. . , 

There being no objection, the House went baek to Item 3. 

PREFILED AND INTRODUCTiON OF BILLS 

Speaker Benavente: Before we continue, I would like at this time to call on Repre sentative 
tIenllan Palacios to be Speaker Pro Tem while I step down and take care of some other business 
in the office. May I please now call upon Representativc Herman Palacios to be Speake r Pro 
Tern. 

Represe ntative Palacios stepped up to the dias and chaired the Floor. 

Speaker Pro Tern Palacios: Under Itelu 3 of our Agenda, Preriled and Introduction of Bill ­
Representative Teregeyo. 

Rep. Teregeyo introduced the following: 

H. B. NO. 9-483 : A Bill for an Aet to amend 3 C MC, Div. 4, Section 4437; and for other 
purpo~cs . " 

Introduced by: Rep. Ana S. Teregeyo ami/ive others 

Rep. Tere£eyo: If I llIay .- may I request that this be calendared for today's action on First and 
IFinal Reading? 

There being no objection from the floor, HOllse Bill No. 9-4H3 wa s placed on the 
calendar. 

The following bills wel'e also inu'odueed: 

H. B. NO. 9-484: A Bill for an Act to amend Title 4, Division I, Chapter 7 of Public 
Law No. 9-22, the 1995 Tax reform Act, to return the opermion of the non -refundable credit to 
its previous status and thereby avoid double payment of some 1995 tax by both businesses and 
ordinary taxpayers, and elill1inate adminisu'ative nig~ltnares and excessive hurdcns on the private 
sector. 

Introduced hy: Rl!{J . Pew P. Reyes . 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, rhi s bi,1I would amend the tax reform act. and J would get into more 
derail once we get dOwn to the calendar. 
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H. B. NO. 9-4H5: A Bill for an Act to authorize the payme nt of car allowance and 
insurance to members of the police department who from their own funds furnished and regularly 
use their own automohile to perform official duties. 

Introduced hy: Rep . Heinz S Hof.\·chneider andflve others 
Reji!rred to: Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operatiolls 

At the request of the authors, HOllse Bill No. 9-484 and 9-485 were also placed Oil the 
Bill Calendar. 

'j'he Chair proceeded to go dowll the Agenda by Line Item. 

PREFTl.ED AND INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

None 

MESSAGES FROM TilE GOVERNOR 

The Chair recognized Rep. Hofschneider. 

Rep . Hofsc hneider : Mr. Speaker, at our last session, we agreed to suspend the cO!l11J1 unications 
and move down to Bill Ca lendar to expedite [he scssion. 

Speaker Pro Tern Palacios: YOli are asking to omit it . is that your request Congressman 
Hofschncider'! 

Rcp. Hofschneider: Mr. Speaker, we agreed at our last sess ion to defer discllssion on all 
COlinnunications and move down to Bill Calendar. 

There was a motion and it was seconded. 

Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: There is a motion to move down to Bill Calendar. Before I entertain 
that - Representative Dela Cruz'! 

Rep. Dela Cruz: Mr. Speaker, I would like to point out - I think it is just a clerical error or typo. 
On Item 5, Messages from the Gove rnor, Communication 9-4XR where it says Public Law 9-50, 
that public law is al so show ing up on Item 6, Senate COIllIllunication '}-225. It is showing 
different titles , but showing the same public law number. I just wail[ to make that clarification. 

Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: Without any objection , can we go ahead and ask the icg,li counse.l to 
take arc of that? . 

There was no objection raised. 

Speaker Pro Tern Pal acjos : Okay, that is taken eare of. 'rhe motion to move dow n [0 Bil! 
Calendar. 

The motion to move down to Bill Calendar waS c<llTicd hy voice vote. 

BILL CALENDAR 
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'!'he Chair rt,cogni z"d R"p. Tercgcyo. 

RCD Teregeyo: Mr. Speaker, I would like to inform the Chair that 1 consulted with the Chairman 
on JGO on a bill that was referred to his committee and he concurs that 1 shall recall the hill for 
rec()[l , ideration and action on todilY's Bill Calendar, and that is House Bill No. 9-429. I move to 
place it on today's Calendar. 

Secol]ded by Rcp. Babauta, and carried by voice vote. 

The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 

Rep. V. Attan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Tmove that we delete I'rom the Rill Calendar House 
13ill No. 9-411 and Ilouse 13ill No. 9-40 I. 

The motion was seconded, and carried by voice vote. 

ReD Manuel Tenorio: Clarification. 

Rep.13abauta: What is the other bill number, Mr. Speaker? 

Speaker Pro Tern J'alacios: Minority Leader, go ahead and repeat the bill 11lImbers. 

Rep. V. Attao : Thank you. There are two House Bills: One is 9-411 and the o ther is 9-401. 

Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: 9-411 and 9-401. 

The Chair recognized Rep . Tenorio. 

ReD. Manuel Tenorio: I understand the two bills that the Minority Leader wants to remove from 
today's calendar. I just wonda why ... what is the rationale '> 

Rep. V. Altan: On the first one, the minimum wage, we have passed that already and it is public 
law right now. The second onC is on the medical expense which I 'introduced. I recalled that bill 
that came from the Senate. So, I purposely want to replace it with the bill frOI)l the Senate, 
because the Senate Bill came first. But that was my bill. 

Rep . Manuel Ter,lorio: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Privilege. 


Speaker Pro Tern Palacios: Under privilege, Congressman Guerrero" 


Rep . Deleon Gus;rrero: I think House Bill No. 9-411, there is a bill that became law, isn 't it? 


Rep. V. Attao: That is correct. 

Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Thank yo u,. 

The Chair recogni ze til" Vice Speaker. 

Vice Speaker AlIao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, if there is no objection, I would Irke 
to make a motion to withdraw Senate Bill No. 9-6 from the committee for action today. 

There being no objection, Senate Bill No. 9-6, Public Auditor's Amendment Act, was 
recalled from the Committee by voice vote. 
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Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Privilege .'- is that Senate Bill on the Calendar. 


Rep.1hs;gcyo: No. 


Rep. Deleon Guerrero: We al e discl]ssing the biJIs that.. we arc on the Calendar. 


Sneaker Pro TemjJalacios: Yes, 'but the Vice Speaker made a motion to include that. 


Rep. Deleon Q,uerrero: In the Calendar? 


Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: Yes. 


Rep. Dela Cruz: Mr. Speaker, can we - Point of Order. 


Speal'cer F'ro--'Is;m Palacios: That is what I like. State your Point of Order, Congressman Dela 

Cruz. 


Rep Dela CrllZ: Can we dispose of the motion by tl'lC Minority Leader on the two bills that are 

to be deleted off the Bill Calendar'1 


Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: -Fllat was taken care of already. Your Point of Order is well taken 

care of 


Rep. Teregeyo: Mr. Speaker, I beg to disagree with you. I think we were under discussion. We 

need to dispose of those two. 


Speaker Pro Tern Palacios: Didn't we dispose the motion') 


Vice Speaker Attao: Yes. 


Rep. Babauta: Yes, we did. 


Rep. Teregeyo: I apologize. 

Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: No problem. 

Rep. Teregevo: Mr. Speaker, I would like to move til at under the Bill Calendar we should 
d ispose all House Bill referenced with committee reports. I would like to dispose of those first 
before we can entertain any bill that does not have a committee report. 

The motion was seconded. There was an objection from thc Floor. 

Rep. V. Altan: Mr. Speaker, I hate to differ with my good colleague. I think we should give the 

opportunity for the Floor Leader to decide. 


Ren. Ilofschneider: So move. 


The motion was seconded. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Tercgcyo. 

Rep. Tere:;eyo: Mr. Speaker, I am just taking the liberty of making that motion on behalf of our 
good Floor Leader. If that is the ca~e, I can refer that to the Hoor Leader to make that motion, 
thank you. 
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Speaker Pro '{'em Palacios: Alright, well taken care of. Floor l,cader'1 


Floor Leader Torres: Can we continue now? Did you recognize Ille , Mr. Speake!,,1 


Rep, Delt:on Guerrero: Mr. Speaker, you should call for a recess. 


Sps;aker Pro Tem Palacios: There is a motion for a recess. Short recess. 


There being no objection, the Chair declared recess at 10:20 a.m. 

RECESS 


The House reconvened at 10:30 a.m. 


Speaker Pro Tem Palacios: We are now going to resume our session and at this time I would like 
to ask Representative I lofschneider to come and take the chair. I am stepping down to dehate . 

At this time, Rep. llofschncider stepped up to the dias and Chair the Floor. 

Speaker Pro 'rem Hofschnt:idt:r: We are still on Bill Calendar. Floor I ,eader, thcrc was a request 
to considt:r bills with committee reports, but a subsidiary comment by the Minority Leader to gt:t 
the Floor to rcconsider. Floor Leaderry 

Speaker Prp 'rem Palacios: Tht\( is noted , Mr. Speaker. 

"Ioor Leader Torres: \1r. Speaker, :f move for the passage of Senate Legislative In itiative No. 9­
I Oil rirst and hna! Kt:ading. 

The motiOn was seconded. 

S. L. I . No. 9-1: "A Senate Lefiislmive Iniliative 10 propose (J conslilU/iollal amelldmenl 
to authorize casino uamhlinfi ill Ihe Third Sella/oriai DiSlric[ pursua!ll [0 Article XVIII , Sectioll 3 
of Ihe Commonwealth COllslilillion, establishinfi a Saipa n Gaminfi Commission and providilll! 
for the refiularioll of commercial Ramillfi in Ihe Third Sella/orial District." (For passage) 

The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 

Rep. V. Attao: I move to end debate . 

ihe motion was seconded. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschncidcr: I3eCore I recognize the morion - Reprt:sentati ve Gut:ITero') 


Rell. Dy1t;Qn Guerrero: What is the !notion? 


Speaker Pro Tem Ilofschncider: To pass. 


RS;D. V. Attao: I move to end debatc, Mr. Speakt:r. 


Rep. Tcregeyo: Privilt:ge. 


Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: State your privilege. 


Rep. Ters;geyo : May I hear the title of that Senate Communication? 
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Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: floor Leader, may you do the honor nnd read the title. 

floor Leader Torres: The title is: A Senate Legislative Initiative to propose a constitutional 
amendmelll to authorize casino gambling in tbe Third Senatorial District. 

Rep Tere~eyo: Thank you. 

The motion to pass Senate Legislative Initiative 9-1 was entenai ned by voice VOle. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: The motion is carried . Floor Le'lder'l 

Floor 1,cader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage of House Bill No. 9-38 1 on First and 
Final Reading. 

The motion was seconded. 

HB . No. 9-311/: "To lImend / CMC, Seccio1l1l248. to 1I1/{)\·,.. x"vemmelll altorneys lIJ be 
exempted from the salary cap O il xovernmenl oflicill/s. " 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Discussion. 


Rep. Teregcyo: Mr. Speaker ­

Speaker Pro Tem Hofsehneidcr: Representative Teregeyo? 


Rep. Tere~eyo: Mr. Speaker, may I ask the Illover to please at least read th e titles of' the bill s that 
are being acted on. Thank you. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofscbneider: Floor Leader. 

Ei(Xlr Leader Torres: I louse 13ill No. 9-3X I is exempting governmen t atmrneys from the sa lary 
cap. 

Speak~r Pro -rem Hofschneider: Represen tative Reyes" 


Rep. Bahauta: Privi lege, Mr. Speaker. 


Speaker Pro Tem Hofsdtncider: Representati ve Reyes 'l 


Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker. I yield to the privilege then I would like to . 


Speaker Pro Tem HofschneiQcr: State your Privilege. 


Bel'. Babauta: Thank you. 13efore we continue, 1 would like kindl y suggest if we could have a 

copy of the order of or rather the manner of which is which to pass first beca use we are juggling 
around with our !.lill Calendar and we can not ­

Speaker Pro Tem Hof'schneider: Okay, we will take a three-minute recess. Floor Leader. can 
you provide the order in which you would like to address Ihe Bill Calendar. 

Hoor Leader Torres: It is prepartlll in the Calendar. It is alltypcwrittell in the Calendar. 

Rep. Bahauta: 1 unLler stand that. Mr. Speaker, its ­
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Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: One minute recess. 

The House recessed at 10:35 a.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 10:37 a.m. 

Speaker Pro Tern HoI' sChneider: We are back in session. Floor Leader, for the second time ~- we 
need to go back to the Senate Legislative Initiative. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I thillk I have to restate my motion. I move for the House to 
reconsider its action on S.L.I. 9- I. 

The motion was seconded. 

S. L. I. No.9-I: "A Senate LegislatiYe Initiatiye to propose () constitutiollal amendment 
to authorize ('(lsino gilfllhling in the Third Senatori()1 District pursWlIlt to Article XVI/I. Section 3 
of the Commonwealth Constitlllion, establishing a Saipan Gllming Commission 1.11711 proYiding 
jiH th e regulation of (o mmen'illl gaming in th e Third Senatorial Dislrin" (jilT reconsideration) 

Speaker Pro Tern I-Iofschneider: There is a motion to reconsider our action on Senate Legislative 
Ini tiative 9-1 and it has been seconded, Discussion. ~ 

Speaker Benav<;nte: Excuse me , Mr. Speaker, can I be recognized') 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: You are recognized. 

Speaker Benavente: What is the voting for? 

Speaker Pro Te rn Hofschneider: We are going baek to reconsider our action on Senate 
Legislative Initiative 9-1. II needs a three -fourth vote for passage. Therc was a motion ancr it 
was seconded to reconsider our action. 

The motioll to reconsider action was carried by voice vote. 

The Ohair recognized Ule Floor Leader. 

Floor Leadcr Torres: Mr. Speaker, r now move for the passage of Senate Legislative Initiative 
9'-1 on l' irst and Final Reading. 

The motion was seconded. 

S. L. 1. No. 9-1: "A Senate Legislatiye I nitiatiye to propose a constitutional ClIllcndment 
to authorize casino gambling in the Third Senatorial District fJursuallt to Article XVlll, Section 3 
of the Commonwealth COllstitution, estaiJlishing a Saipan Gamillg Commission 11",1 providing 
jiJT the regulation ofcOfflinerCial gaming ill the Third SenCltoriaILJistrict." (fiJI' possage) 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: D iscli ssion. I recognize Representar ive Benavente. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I thought that rhe members were going to 
continue OF] with the session, bur I understand that we went ri ght away to the Bill Calendar in 
order to pass this kgislative initiative. There are a lot of problems with this kgislative initiative 
and even [hough I have spoken in [he pa st in sUPJl0J'[ of rhe people voting for casino, rhere arc 
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alot of problems with thi s panicular legislative initiative because one, it does not have the time 
... the time is too short betwcen now and November 4th for the people, for the general publiC to 
get educated about what they wi ll be voting for. Number two, it does not have any provision in 
the bill for that public education. That is very important.. r was hoping that we would have time 
to discuss thi s so that maybe we can place it on a latcr date, but not November 4th. I think that 
there is possibility that the we can hold it at another special election _. allow it by law. We will 
be ac ting, again, irresponsibly if we were to pass this today and make and force the people to 
decide on this issue on November 4th because it is too short. We can not do this to the people. 
Let's try to amend thi s. Let's go into recess and scc if we can create an amendment that would 
include a provision at least, at least a provision in this bill that would have a provision in there 
that would have public ed ucation. We can not just pass this and expect it to be on the ballot for 
the people to decide . It is 100 important of a dec ision . It is a major dccision ror our people to 
decide. Thank you. 

The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 

Re p V. Attao: I move , make a subsidiary motioo to refcr this to the committee. 

The motion was scconded and carried by voice votc. 

Speakcr Pro "I'em Hofschneider: Senate Legislative Initiative 9-1 is referred to the comm ittee . 
Floor Leader'l 

Floor Leader Torrcs: lmove for the pa ~sage of Housc 13ill No. 9-215, SDI.. on First and Final 
Reading. 

The motion was secondcd. 

H.R . NO . 9-2/5, SD /: "To Clllllwrize administrarive lca ve ./i" disaster service volunteers 
and./iJr other purposes. " (For passage - acceptance of Senate ame ndmcnt) 

SQeaker Pro Tern Hofschncider: Discussion. 

Vice Speakcr Atrao: Mr. Speakcr, may I as k the author if she agrees with the Senate amendme nt. 

Ret;>. Terq;cyo: Yes, I do . 

Vice Speaker Altao: You do. 

Rep . Tcre geyo: Yes. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Thank you. 

There being no disclission, th e Cle rk called the roll on the motion to pass (accept the 
Scnate ame ndment) Ilouse 13iH No. 9-215, SO I, on First and Final Reading: 

Reprcsentati ve Adria no yes 
Representative J. Atrao yes 
Representative V. Attao yes 
Representative Babauta yes 
Repn,sentative Dela Cru~ yes 
Representative Dcleon Guerrero yes 
Rcpresentative Hocog absent 
Representative Horschnc ider yes 
Reprcsentative Mamtita absent 
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Representative Palacios yes 
Representative Peter yes 
Representative Reyes yes 
Representative Sablan absen t 
Representative Santos absent 
Representative Tcnorio yes 
Representative Teregeyo yes 
Representative Torres yes 
Speaker Benavc llIe absent (during voting) 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschncider: House Bill No. 9-215, SD1 , passes the House. Floor Leader? 

FloorLeader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage of House Bill No. 9-298, Honse Draft 
1 on First and Final Reading, entitled, Traditional Medic ine llsed by Charnorro and Carolinian 
Herbali st/Healers .. 

The motion was st:conded. 

fiB. 9-298, liD .!: "Tn ef/eCi the idemificatioll IIlld swdy o/illedicillal plullls and the 
methods of preparation of traditional medicines usell hy Chamorro and Ca rolinian lu~rbaliSl­
healers; to authorize the appropriation of$50,()()O; amI/or OIlier purposes." 

Speaker Pro Tern Iiofschnt:idcr: Discussion. 

Thert: being flO di scuss ion, the motion to pass House Bill !'io. 9-298, House Draft 
carried with the following result; 

Representative Adriano 
Representative J. Attao 
Representative Y . Attao 
Representati ve 13aba uta 
Represcntative Dela Cruz 
Representati ve Deleon Guerrero 
Representa ti ve l-locog 
Rt:presentativt l-lofschneider 
Representati ve Maratita 
Re presentative Palacios 
Representative Peter 
Representati ve Rt:yes 
Rejlresentative Sablan 
Represen tative Santos 
Re presentati ve Tenorio 
Re presentative Tcregeyo 
Representative Torres 
Speaker Benavt:ntt: 

yes 
yes 
present 
yes 
yes 
yt:s 
absent 
yes 
absent 
yes 
yes 
yes 
ahsent 
absent 
yes 
yes 
yes 
absent (during voting) 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Hou se Bill No. 9-298, lIouse Draft J passes the House. Floor 
Leader'} 

Rep. Terej.;cyo: Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pm Tern Hofschneider: State your privilege. 


Rt:p. Tt:rt:geyo: I do nOl know whether I am OUl of ordt:r, but I wish to bt: recognized as prt:selll 

today. Thank you. 
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Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: So recognized. Floor Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage of [louse Bill No. 9-477, emitted, 
Census bill. 

The motion was seconded. 

H. B. NO. 9-477: "To amcnd 3 CMe SU'cion 4437, subscctiu/1 (e) and 3 CMe Senion 
4434, subsection (j)." 

Speaker Pro Ts;mBofschneider: Minority Leader? 


Re p V Attao: Ready. 


Rep . Deleon Guerrero: Privilege. 


Speaker Pro Tem Hofsc hneider: State your privilege. 


Rep . Delcon Guerrero: Was that juS! calendared? 


S~aker Pro Tem [<[ofschne ider: Floor Lcader'> 

nom Leader Torre:; : Mr. Speaker, I have to apologize. Can we take one step back') [recall my 
motion. And [ would move to suspend all pertinent Rules [or the passage of 1I0use l3ill No. <)­
477. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Pro -rem Hofschneider: Minority Leader'! 

Rep. V. Allao : [would like to make a suhsidiary motion to include !Iouse Bill No . 9-475. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, can we dispose of the fi rst bill and then proceed with the 
mot ion made by the Minority Leader. 

Sps;akerPro Tem Hofsc hneider: Sincere there is no second to the subsidiary, [ recogni ze the 
main tl1otion . 

Rep. Teregs;yo: Privilege. 


Speaker Pro '[em HoTsl'hneider: State your privilege. 


Rep. Teregeyo: Mr. Speaker, [ think HOllse Bill No. 9-483 is similar in the action that we need 

to take toda y. I would like to make a subsidiary motion to include House Hill No. <) -4X3. 


Vice Speaker Atrao: Mr. Speaker, can we have a copy of rhe biU" 


Rep. Tc regeyo: You have it. It has been distributed. 


Speaker PrO Tern Hofschneider: Short recess . 


The House recessed at 10:48 a.m. 
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The House reconvencd at II :05 a.m. 

Speaker Pro Tcm Hofschneidcr: We are back in session. Floor Leader" 

Hoor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, can I ask you to recognize the Minority Leader to restate his 
statement. 

The Chair recognized the Minority Leader. 

Rep. V. Attao: I think there is a big problem here in this Cham her. Olll: is that right now the 
leadership of the HOllse consists of the Vice Speaker, the Floor Leader anel the Speaker, all from 
Garapan, Precinct III . Now the Ilollse is moving and leading by the two minority. I mean two 
independents. It is kind of weird. . but just to recogni ze how good the repuhlicans, the 
democrats and the independents are working together to foster the betterment of our people. I 
hope thm we return baek to congress in the Tenth. 

Speaker P,o Tem Hofschneider: Thank you. Floor Leader" 

Floor Leader Torres: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

Spcaker Pro Tem Ilofsehllcider: We were di scussing to inclurle those requests that we re not 
calendared. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I would have to get a copy from the Clerk . 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Let's move on to the next bill, 

Rep . Tere&ey(): Privilege. 

Speaker Pro Tem Ilofschneider: State your privilege, 

Rep. Tere&evo: Mr. Speaker, I think we were on the issue of sllspension of rules, That is a 
motion that we have to dispose of. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: For clarification 10 the members - we were on the slispension of 
Rules and requested that everyone submits their requcst to the l ' loor Leader lor calendar purpose 
if not calendared, 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, are we on recess? 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: No, 

Vice Spcaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, may I ask the mem bers to have the Hoor Leader take the rule 
and make the necessary motion to suspend or to pass so that we can go Oil'! 

Rep . Terq:eyo: Mr. Speaker, I think I need 10 withdraw my subsidiary Illotion so that we call 
proceet! with the suspension of rules. 

Speaker Pro Tem Ilofschlleider: Do you wai1t to make that into a li)l'!nal mOlion '/ 

Rep. Teregeyo: Thank YOl!, Mr. Speaker. I withdraw my subsidiary motion to include H.B, 9­
483, so we can proceed with the Illotion the Floor ··· the sus[lensioll of rules ror I'louse Bill No, <J ­
477. 
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Speaker Pro Tern Hofschncider: So noted. Floor Leader'l 

Floor Leader Torres: I think we are still under discussion, Mr. Speaker. 

Rep. Tere~eyo: Ready for the question. 

Speaker PrO Tern Hofschncidcr: Floor Leader, are you on 9-477? 

Floor Leader Torres: Correct. r now move for the passage on First and f'inal Reading of House 
Uill No. 9-477. 

The motion was seconded. 

Rep._ Ts:rel,:eyo: Poinl of Order, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: State your Point. 

Rep, Tere geyo: We have not dispose of the suspension of rules, Mr. Speaker, we were tinder 
di sc ussion. We have to suspend the rule to entertain HOllse Uill No. ()-477. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofsehncidcr: Floor Leader, can you rcstate correctly the motion for 9-477. 

Floor Leader Tmres: Alright this is going to be cooperating so I will rcsl,Lle my motion. 1 move 
for the suspension of all pertinent rules for the passage of House Uill No. 9-477. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

The Chair recognized the Floor Leader. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I now move for the passage on hrst and f'inal Reading o( 
House Bill No. 9-477. 

The motion was seconded. 

H. R. NO. 9-477: "To amend 3 CMC Section 4437, .ru/J.I' (!c lioll (e) and 3 CMe Scclion 
4434, .l'uh.l'eCti(!/l {j)." 

Spea!<.~r Pro Tem lIofschn~ider: Discussion. Representative Palacios·.1 

Rep. Palacios: I'm sorry the motion has been entertained, but 1 j ust want to make it clear. On the 
first paragraph of this bill, Mr. Speaker, what if it is just a voluntary. without compensation type 
of service. This queslion was rai sed fOr some time already. 

Speaker Pro T!'.m Hofschneider: For the benefit of the members . the Census has strict guidelines 
and it also - the federal law on census is also applicable. There is a question whether that is 
allowable when confidential matters are being compiled. 

Rep, palacios: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Shouldn't there be an exception of those that would be 
permitted by the labor department when they fall on their complaint. Uecause if we go ahead and 
adopt this the way it is, irregardless of whelher or not the labor department would consent these 
people to work on another sourcc of cmployment, they m'e not supposed to. I want to make sure 
that I understand thi s very clearly. 

Speaker Pro Tem l-lofschncider: That is well-taken. Again, for the benefit or the menlbers. the 
census has very strict guidelines. I am pretty SUfe and I trust that the census will not enro ll 
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pwp1e who have other liabilities or complaints or judgments against the CN M!. That is well­
taken. 

Rep. Palacios: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

There being no further discussion on the bill , the motion to pass Ilolise Bill No. 9-477 on 
First and Final Reading carried with the following result : 

Representative Adriano yes 

Representative 1. Attao yes 

Representative V. Attao yes 

Representative Bahauta yes 

Representative Dela Cnlz yes 

Representative Deleon Guerrero yes 

Representative Hocog absent 

Representative Hofschneider yes 

Representative Maratita absent 

Representative Palacios yes 

Representative Peter yes 

Represenrative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan absent 

Representat·ive Santos ahsent 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Re presentati ve Teregeyo yes 
Representative Torres yes 
Speaker Benavente yes 

(comment during voting: 
Rep. Babauta: Mr. Speaker, may I for a few seconds - j was 
wondering ... isn't this provision included in Public Law 7-45 that 
would continue their ... 

Speaker Pro 'rem Hofschneider: No, that is why there is an urgent 
request for this because the censlls in on-going. 

Rep . Babauta : Yes , hecause 1 as understood Secretary Dela Cruz 
wrote to us an official testimony asking us or rather telling us that 
they no longer need it. That's just for informational purposes.) 

Sneaker Pro Tem Ilofschne ider: House Bill No. 9-477, passes the liouse. H oor Leader') 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I mow for the passage of House Rill No. 9-414 Oil first and 
Final Reading, title: Reprogram fund balance from P.L. 7-36. 

The motion was seconded. 

H.~ . No. 9-414 : "To reprogram/un" ba/wu.'cs/rolll Public Law No. 7-36: ond F»" other 
purposes 

Speaker Pr!,) 'J'em Hofschneitler: DiscLlssion. Vice Speaker" 

Vice Sneaker Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On page 1, line ite m 11 - ir there is no objection 
- I would like to make an oral amendment to change "speed bumps" to "bas ketball bleachers". 
Thank you. 
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There was no objeCtion raised and the motion to amend was seconded. 

Reo. Teregeyo: Point of Information. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: State your point. 

Rep. Tere~eyo: Vice Speaker, I did not quite hear - what was the amendment from 
"basketball" to "speed bumps'''! 


Vice Speaker Attao: No, from "speed bump" to "basketball bleachers". 


Rep. TeregllYo: Then in what precinct, what village? 


Vice Speaker Attan: 1,2,3, and 4. 


Rep. Tcregeyo: Thank you. 


Vice Speaker Attao: This is not on ly for Precinct 3. It is for precinct 


~!<er Pro -rem I-Iofschneider: Minority Leader~ 


Rep. V. Attao: Mr. Speaker, I think the urgent need now specifically in Precinct I is speed 

bumps, because this is I'm traffic control. It is a hcalth hazard for kids who are playing around. I 
do not sce the real need for changing it. I think the very important is to make sun! that our 
villages with paved roads that we have to control l'he speed. And the only way to control it, is to 
install the spced bumps. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, I think we have enough funding for the speed bumps. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofs,hneidcr: Vice Speaker, you arc Out of Order. The Minority I .cader has 
the noor. 

ReD. V Attno: May I ask [he Vice Speakt:r then to enlighten me as to where it shows that there 
arc enough for speed bumps particularly in Precinct I') 

Vice S'peaks;r Attao: Yes, Mr. Speakcr. I will be very glad [0 answer that question. We have 
about $30,000 available right now. Nobody is using that mont:y . So, if you want speed blimps, 
Minority Leader, we can give you . 

The Chair rccognized Rep. Teregeyo. 

Rep. Tercgeyo: I would like to air the same concern , Mr. Speakcr, and I would like to make a 
subs idiary oral amendmcnt to include "speccl bumps or baseball bleachers. or baskctball 
bleachers , or bnll field blcachers as thc need requires". 

Sps;aker Pro Tem Hofschncidvr: Represemativt: Tercgeyo, for ora l amendments , we could not 
allow - which specific amendnH~nts would you like ') 

Rep. Tcregeyo: I would like to retain "spced bumps and/or". 

The mot ion was seconded. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofsc:illls;idcr: Then: is a subsidiary motion offered to rhe amendment by the 
ViCe S pt:aker to inc] ude "alJ(.l/or". 
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The motion to amend was carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Pro Tem J-Jofschneider: DiscussIon. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The reprogramming, Mr. Speaker, is calctJ!ated 
based on the need of bus shelters and also based on the need of the basketball bleachers. If 
Precinct 1 wants to amend this, I want the record to show that any hleacher going to Precinct I 
should be adjusted or computed and taken away and put it under speed bumps. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Dela Cruz. 

Rep. Dela Cruz: Mr. Speaker, I agree with ... I am sorry to say that I am differing with my two 
colleagues from Precinc t I, but r agree with the Vice Speaker. There is an exi Sting 
approximately $21,000 under the dispensing authority of the Mayor's office for speed bumps. I 
believe that the oral amendment offered by the Vice Speaker to substitute the speed bUlllps with 
basketball bleachers is in order. I will request my tW(l colleagues t(} please leave the original 
motion of the Vice Speaker in tact so that we can move on with this one. 

Rep. Palacios: Point of information, Mr. Speaker. 

Speakyr P1'O Tem Hofsehlleidet: State your point. 

Reo. Palacios: Is my good colleague from Precinct I honestly saying that there is $21,000 
remaining for speed bumps') 

Spcaker Pro Tern Ilofschneider: Out of Order. That is not a point of information. 'rhat is a 
direct question. 

Rep. Palacios: That is information, Mr. Speaker. I will not be able to vote unless I receive the 
correct infonnation. 

Speaker Pro "'em Hofsehncider: I will recognize you to ask the question now. 

Reo. Palacios: I will do it again. Congressman Dela Cruz, I just want to make sure that you are 
equipped with that information that there is in fact $21,000 remaining to be used for speed 
bumps in 'Precinct I. 

Rep. Dcla Cruz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, ;1 do not helieve the Vice Speaker have 
ever led us astray in the direction th ,tt is good for the people. I wi II gLLdly share the information 
with my colleague, Representative Palacios. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Re p. Palacios: That is taken care of, Mr. Speaker. 

The Ch"ir recognized Rep. Tcrcgcyo. 

Rep. Teret:eyo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a question to the Vice Speaker. Of the 
$2H,737.00 of unexpended balance that we are talking about to cover hasketball bleachers as you 
offered on the Floor, how lTIuch of this do you know other than the $2,')00 shortfall for Oleai 
basketball court due Guerrero Brothers in addition to the rem:lining anel the other priorities as 
identified under the use Ilf the remaining funds? 

Vice Speaker Attao: Can YOUl'epeat your Ljuest,ion? 

Rep. Teregeyo: The $2~,2 37.()(), Mr. Vice Speaker, was identified by tli is bill as unexpended 
fune! balance that we arc now debating on tile F loor. That amount is to cover Convention Center 

-71­

http:2H,737.00


House loumal - 4th Day, h)lIrLh Regu lar Session, 199.'i 
(CoTlLinued,9/29Nb) 

toilet and air-conditioning which I know far exceeded $28,000. The purpose of constructing bus 
sheIters with you oral amendment of substituting specd bumps with basketball bleachGrs and the 
remaining fund to cover the shonfall due the G ' lerrero Brothers, Incorporated, is thcre any other 
... or can you provide us with the figure of what would it take to pay all of these debts and to 
pay for or to provide funds for rhe constnletion of all we want under rhis hill" 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, first to answer the question of the shortfall. Mr. Speaker, the 
$2,900 when the basketball court was constructed by Guerrero Brothers, there was a shortfall by 
t.hat much. Only this house can authorize that amount for appropriation by the years. Mr. 
Speaker, the $2,900 is not coming from the $28,000. Second question is, how much would it 
COSt for the construction of shelters and bleachers. To base on line item 17, page I, 17 shelters 
would cost about $3,000 a piece, a standard shelter. Now ,the bleachers, based on the number of 
bleachers needed per precinct, all in all, from precinct one to precinct four, Mr. Speaker, I was 
given that $19,760 would be sufficient to cover for the bleachers for all haskethall couns. I hope 
I answer the question, Chairwoman Teregeyo. 

Rep. Teregeyo: Is $2k,000 . you indicated, Vice Speaker, that $28,()()() is not to pay for the 
shortfall of $2,9007 

Vice Speaker Anao: The $28,nOO was earmarked to cover I7 shelters, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, in addition to that, this money was appropriated way back during the 7th Congress and 
up tdl now - and I do not think it is fair for the mOney to be sitting down in Finance and not do 
anytfling. I think it is our respons ibility to help our young generation , to help our students and so 
forth. So reprogramming those un~xpended balance, I rhink it is only fair that we address the 
needs of each precinct. Thank you. 

The Chair recogni7.ed Rep. TCnorio. 

Rep. Manuel Tenorio: Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill and I Illove to ellll debate. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Ready'! Clerk, roll call please. 

The Clerk called the roll on the Illotion to pass ]-louse Bill' No. ')-414, lID!, on First and 
Final Reading: 

Rcpresentative Adriano yes 
Representative 1. Atwo yes 
Representative V. Attao yes 
Representative Babauta yes 
Representative Dela Cruz yes 
Re presentative Deleon GuefTero yes 
Representative l-focog ahsenr 
Representative Hofschneider yes 
Representative Maratita absent 
Representative Palacios yes 
Representative Peter yes 
Representative Reyes yes 
Representative Sahlan absent 
Representative Santos absent 
RepresentativGTenorio ycs 
Representative Teregt.;yo yes 
Representative 'f orres yes 
Speaker Benavente yes 
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Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidt;r: House Bill No. 9-414, House Draft I passes Ihe House. Floor 
Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, r have to make a suspension of the rules by special n:quest. 
A motion to suspend all pertinent rules - for c l,u'ification, did anybody move to calendar House 
Bill No. 9-484. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, when I introduced the bill, I make a very short comment and then I 
ask if there is any objection to pu~ it on today's calendar and there was no objection ... and you 
ruled that it would be on the calendar. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneidcr: So be it. Floor Leader? 

Floor Leacler Torre s: Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend all pertinenl Rules for the passage of 
House Bill No. 9-484. 

The motion was seconded. 

ll.lJ. NO. 9-484: "To amend Title 4, Division I , Chapter 7 of PlIblic Law No . \1 -22 , the 
1995 TiLt rej{}rlll Act, to return the operation or the non-refi.lIldable credit to its previous SlOlUS 

and tlwrch)' avoid dou!Jle pa)'ment oj some 1995 tax by /Joth !Jusinesses amI ordinary taxpayers, 
amI t:liminilte adminiSlrl1live nightmares and excessive !Jurdens Oil the privare sector." 

Speake r Pro Tem Hofschneider: There is a motion for the suspension of all pertinent rules for 
the passage of House Bill No. 9 -484 and it ha.s been seconded. Discussion. Representative 
Reyes? 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, I would like to make this short. W<.: passed a house bill, lIouse Bill 
No. 9-420, which gave the garment industry the tax credit. Then we passed House 13ill No. 9­
482 which allows the tax rebate once it is determined - it allows the tax rebate to be applied 
against your tax liability at Ihe time you file your tax return. Since that is your moncy, you could 
apply that amount. Under the current law, you can not even get your rebate until you pay your 
money upfront. There arc many other factors in that particular bill. Secondly Ihat bi ll , 9-4X2, it 
also prevents you from losing your entire liability and entire rebate simply bceause you file your 
tax late or you misca lculate your liability. Section 708(b)(2) on that bill allows you to . . . makes 
you lose 10% of your rebate for every fraction of the month where you did not file your tax 
return. Also on the same sec tion (b)(3)(b), if you miscalculate your tax liability by $100.01 then 
yo u lose the entire rebate. If you have $2,000 rebate ami you miscalculated by jnst $ 100.01 , you 
lose yo ur enti re rebate. We passed that. This hill, all correlate - since we passed that and give 
the ga rm ent ind ustry the tail credit, thi s bill is now to give the normal , our people, the I <lor 
people, the ability to appl y their tax on chapter 2 against NMTIT in Ihc process of tiling their tax 
return so that they do not lose or be required to pay the entire amount do because that is appl ied. 
SO, Mr. Speaker, I would likc to ask my co lleagues here to support this hill so tha t we can 
prevent our people, the pcople that earns wages to benefi t al so from Ih is. Thank you. 

The Chair recogn ized Rep. Babauta. 

Re p. Babauta: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would just like to clarify from the author page 2, line 
27, subsection (b) - what docs "partners and S Corporations" swnd fo r" 

Re p. RS;yt;s: It is purposed to be partners and sub-corporations. 

Rep. V. Allan: Mr. ~peaker, move for a recess.. 
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Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Short recess. 

The I louse recessed at II :35 a.m. 

REC[SS 

The House reconvened ar II :3G a.m. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: We are back in session. Representative Babauta'l 

Rep. Baball'ta: Ready for the question. 

The Chair recognized tho Minority Leader? 

Rep. V. Attao: I move to end debate, Mr. Speaker. 

The motion was seconded and carried by voice votc. 

Tho motion to pass House BiH No, 9A84 carried by roll call votc as follows : 

Repr(!sentative Adriano yes 

Representative 1. Attao yes 

Representative V. Attao yes 
Representative Babauta yes 
kepresentative Dela Cruz yes 
Representative Deleon Guerrero yes 
Representative Hocog ahsent 
Representative Hofschneider yes 

Representative Mararita ahsent 

Representative Palacios yes 

Representative Peter yes 
Representative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan absent 

Representative Santos absent 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Tercgeyo yes 

Representative Torres yes 

Speaker Bena ven te yes 

Speaker Pro Tern I [of schneider: House Bill No. 9-484 passes the I louse . Floor [,eader" 

Rep. Teregey": Mr. Speaker, privilege. 

Speaker Pro Telll Hofschneidcr: Stare your privilege. 

Rep. Tere~eyo: Was this bill reviewed by our legal counsel" (The response was yes) 

The Chair recogni7.ed Rep. Benavente. 

Speaker Benaveme: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I received a letter f'rom the Senate President a few 
days ago - a very nice lener - asking us if the House may consider some of the Senate hills that 
are sitting here in the IIouse . Ar this time, may I ask the noor and the memhers to please look 
for an urgent Sen ale bill Ihal is sitting in rhe calendar so thar we may pass it. 

Speaker Pro Tem HOfschncider: Short recess. 
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The House recessed at 11:37 a.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at II :39 a.m. 

Speaker Pro Tern J-Iofschneider: Floor Leader'l 

F loor Leader Torres: Ready. 

Speaker Pro T"m Hofschneider: So I am. Move. 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage of I-louse Ilill No. 9-427 on First and 
Final Reading. It is entitled, "To strengthen statute on the release of names of minor victims of 
crimes. 

The motion was seconded. 

fiB. NO . 9-427: "To strengthen laws prohihitillg the releaH' oj'the Ilwnes (!j'minor 
vierillls 0/ violent or aiJusive crillles by the amendment oj' f CMe YY Io(oj( 12)." 

There being no discussion, the motion to pass House Bill No. 9-427 cal'l'icd with the 
following voting result: 

Representative Adriano yes 
Rt!presentative 1. Altao yes 
Rt!pft!st!ntarivt! V. Artao yes 
Representative Babauta yes 
Representative Dela em>. yes 
Representative Deleon GlIetTero yes 
Representati ve Hocog absent 
Representative Hofschneider yes 
Representative Maratita absent 
Representative Palacios yes 
Representative Peter yes 
Representative Reyes yes 
Representative Sablan absent 
Representative Santos absent 
Re presentative Tenorio yes 
Representative Teregeyo yes 
Representative Torres yes 
Speaker Benavente yes 

Spenker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Houst! Bill No. 9-427 passes the House. Floor LeaLier? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speakt!r, I mOve for the passage nn rirs[ and rin,,1 Reading House Rill 
No. 9-396, appropriating $100,000 for the Rallie of Saipan monumen t 

The motion was seconded. 

fiB. 9-3')0: "To wltizorize the appropriation oj' one hundred thousand dollars ./i)r the 
buildinl! 0/ a /lWllwnent to commemorate the Carolinian alld Clw/'Ilorro civilians who lost their 
lives ill tize lJattle ()j'Saipall during World War II." 
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There being no discussion, the motion to pass House Bill No. 9-396 on First and Final 
Reading carried with a roll cal! vote, as follow~: 

Representative Adriano yes 
Representativc J. Attao yes 
Representativc V. AHao yes 
Representative Babauta yes 
Representati ve Dcla Cruz yes 
Representati ve Deleon Guerrero yes 

Representative Hocog absent 

Representative Hofschneider yes 

Representative Maratita absent 
Representative Palacios yes 
Representative Peter yes 
Representati ve Reyes yes 
Representative Sablan absent 
Representative Santos absent 
Representativc Tenorio yes 
Representative Teregeyo yes 
Representative Torres yes 
Speaker Benavente yes 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: House Bill No. 9-396 passes the House. Floor Leader" 

Floor LeaQ~r Torrcs: Mr. Speaker, I move ... can we pause for a momcnt. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Short recess. 

The House recessed at 11:43 a.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 11:44 a.m. 

Spcaker Pro Tem I Jofschneidcr: We are back to our session. Floor Leadc(> 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, since we have already recalled from the committec, 1 am 
going to suspend all pcrtinent rules for the passage on First and Final Reading of Senate Bill No. 
9-6. 

The motion to sllspend pertinent rules was seconded and carried by voice vOle . 

Speaker Pro Tcm Hofschneider: Floor Leader') 

Floor Leader Torres: 1 now move for thc passage on Firs! and Final Reading Senale Bill No. 9-6. 

The motion WlIS sccondc.c\. 

S.13. No. 9-6: ""To amend and strenl!then the Commonwealth Auditinl! Act ,4 1983, I 
CMC, Section 7811 fil...:i..I:lJ.., to amend 1 CMC, Section 783I(a), (b), (e), IIlld (ll); I CMC, Section 
7823((1) and (d), I CMC, Seccioll 2302(d), to amelld I CMC, Sa·tion 7844(h), 10 wlll,nd 7 CMC, 
Section 2303(g); ami to add new Sectioll I CMC 7822(d); 7851; 7852; !IIul 10 repeal alld reenact 
1 CMC, Section 2305(a), and add a new Su/Jseccion 1 CMC Section 2305(d). andj()r other 
purposes. " 
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Rep. Deleon Guerrero: Privilege. 


Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: State your privilege. 


Rep. Deleon Guerrero: What is the title of the bill. 


Vice Speaker Attao: Public Auditor Act. 


Spea~er Pro Tem IIofschneider: Ready'! 


There being no discussion, the motion to pass Senate Bill No. 9-6 on First and Final 
Reading carried by roll call vote, as follows: 

Representative Adriano yes 

Representative J. Attao yes 

Representative V. Attao absent 

Representative Babauta yes 

Representat,ive Dela Cruz yes 

Representative Deleon Guerrero yes 

Representative 1I0cog abselll 

Representative Hofschneider yes 

Representative Maratita absent 

Representative Palacios yes 

RepreseNtative Peter yes 

Representative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan absent 

Representative Santos absent 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Teregeyo yes 

Representative Torres yes 

Speaker Benavente yes 


Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Senate Bill No. 9-6 passes the House. Floor Lcader" 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, \l1love for the passage on First and Final Rcading Senate Bill 
No. 9-188, alien deportation fund. 

The motion was seconded. 

SB. No. 9-11i1i: "To establish a 'Comfllonweailh Alien Deportation Fund' that will assist 
in the investigation, apprehension, detention and deportatioN oj' ille/iai aliens; (lnd ./in' other 
purposes." 

The Chai, recognized the Vice Speaker. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, on page I, line \5, I would like to 
make an oral amendment to change the fee from "$100" to "S25". This change, Mr. Speaker, 
was agreed by the coulllerpart in the Scnntc. 

The motion was seconded. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Babauta. 

Rep. Babauta: MJ'. Speaker, I understand we passed that with amendment when we held our 
session In the Senate Chamber - for a fee of instead of "SiIOO", we lowered it down to "$25". 
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That was placed on rifst Reading on lhal dale and evidently calendared later on. I believe that 
amendment is there already. 

Speaker Bcnavents;: Privilege. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofsc hneider: State your privilege. 

Speaker llenavente: That is a very important concern and I think we should recess and c heck 
with the Clerk as to what action we did already to that bill . 

Speaker Pro Tem H()fschneider: Shorr recess. 

The House recessed at 11:49 a.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 11:50 a.m. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: We arc back to our session, and we arc under discussion of the 
oral amendment offered by the Vice Speaker to lower the fee from one hundred doJlars to 
twenty-five dollars. It has been seconded. 

There being no discllssion, the amendment offered by Vice Speaker AltHO to Senate Bill 
No. 9-IHHon page I, line I~ to change "SIOO" to "$25" was carried by voice vote . 

The Chair reeogni7.ed Rep. Benavente. 

Speaker Benavente: I woulLl like to ask - I totally suppOrt even though it means for our 
deportation fund, a requirement that we have at Immigration, bur can I ask the Vice Speaker how 
much we funded for FY'96 the deportation lund for Immigration , if we did . 

Vice Speaker Attao: Nothing. 

Speaker l3enavente: We did not fund it? Are you ~ure'l 

Vice. Speak~r Allao: I am sur~ that ... I move to end uehate. 

Rep Reyes : Mr. Speaker, one important comment. Mr. Speaker, want to allow my good 
colleague to make that concern known because I share that concern. I yield to Congressman 
Babauta. 

Rep, Bahau!a: Section 3 of the bill is very broad with respect to the fund. I alll worried and that 
we need to identify or to e~;tablish a permanent t.rust or rather trust account ('or ~ uch fees so that 
we will not cOlllmingle it with the regular revenue that is generated by such fees thal are charged. 
! just want to be assured that these funds are aetu,Jlly allocated to deportation . 

Vice_Speaker A lIao: /vir. Speaker, I think the question can be answered on page 2, line 3 to 5. 

SQcaker Pm Tt:1ll f-Jofschneider: Representative Babauta . an" you satisfied '> 

Rep . I3ahama: Yes, thank you. 

Yics; Speaker Attao: Also, Mr. Speaker, [ would like for the record to show that yes, indeed, 
$lSO,()()() was appropriated to cover dcportntion and cost increase. Thank you. 
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Spt:aker prp~em "Hofschneider: So noted. 

Tht:re being no furlh"r discussion, the motion to pass Senate Bill No. 9- 18X, HD I, carried 
with a roll call vote, as follows: 

Representative Adriano yes 

Representative J. Allao yes 

Represt:ntative V. Allao absent 

Representative Babauta yes 

Representative Dela Cruz yes 

Rt:presentati VI: Deleon Guerrero yes 

Representative Hocog absent 

Representative Hofschneider yes 

Representatjve Maratita absent 

Representative Palacios yes 

Representative Peter yes 

Representative Reycs yes 

Representative Sablan absent 

Representative Santos absent 

Representativc Tenorio yes 

Reprcscntativc Tcregcyo yes 

Representative Torrcs yes 

Speaker Benaventc yes 


Speaker Pro Tern llofschncidcr: Senate Bill 9-188 passes the House. as amended. Floor Leader') 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move to suspcnd rules ror the passage or HOLise Bill No. 9­
475 and 9-483. 

The motion was secondcd and carried by voice vote. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Floor Leader') 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage on First and Final Reading of House 
Bill No 9-475. 

Seconded by the Vice Speaker. 

HB. '}-475: ";\ Ril/jiJrall ;\Ct to awhorize continuance ,,(Government Health Insurance 
Coveraiie u{Jon Il'rminario/l or resiiilU.ltiO/l of employment; amililf mila IJUrpos('s ." 

The Chair recognized Rep. Benavente. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I believe that this proposed legislation is 
supposed to take care of the possible technical problems that we have in the prior bill that we 
passed. The author is not here to cxplain that, but more than just a technical problem that we 
might take care of in this bill , Mr. Speaker, is I think now we need to consider the policy 
decision that we want to make with regards to th" health insurance. I had a chance to speak with 
the administrator and she really has grave reservations with regards to this. 1 tried 10 explain to 
her the intent of the legislature and I think that we do have a very good illlent. We are JUSt 
thinking of our peop!t: of whether or not they afe employed with the government. But the actual 
reality with what is happening in the government calls for LIS to take a look at this and maybe 
possibly have atleast a public hearing or maybe get some COlllments in from the administrator 
and to hcar from the people that are going to be affected. Olle of those things , again, it is not 
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only just a poLicy decision, but there might be problems with th~ office itself that handles the 
health insurance for the govt:rnment a~ to their needs in additional funding or additional 
manpower. So, I think we need to rder this to the committee, and I think we need to get more 
information. I do not know, I'd personally ... with the policy of it, I now disagree that it would 
be good for us to do this, thar it would be a good decision. But, if members still feel that they 
want somet hing like this offered to our people, I think we have to take care of other stuff such as 
the need to provide for more funding or FFE for that office. Thank you. 

Rep Reyes: Mr. Speaker, when this bill first appeared before us, 1 had reservation . But, we 
passed it and it went up and when the Governor vetoed thi s bill , I spoke in favor of the bill and in 
fact placed thi s on the ca lendar for an override which was apparently very successful at the time. 
Unfortunatcly, ;t was not overridden by the Senate. Mr. Speaker, Ill y position then and my 
position now has not changed. The government employees enjoy very good benefits and our 
attempt in the past to try and encourage employees to move to the private sector is not working 
because we do have a lot of benefits in government employment. This is one benefit that we 
would like to extend to post government employment. Maybe sometime in the future we can 
start considering also the extension of retirement to resigning government employees or retiring 
employees or terminated gove rnment employees. But , the tillle is now to try aod extend this 
benefit to ou r government employees. I guess in this bill , the Minority Leader who authored the 
original bi[iJ has taken into account the concern raised in the veto message . 50, I ask my 
colleagues to please join me in supporting this bill. Thank you. 

Rep. Palacios : Privilege, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: State your privilege. 

Rep. Palacios: Will you ask the Sergeant-at-Arms to give the opportunity to our Mino('ity Leader 
who introduced this bill to participate in this discussion'l 

The Sergeant-at-Anns was instructed to look for the Minority Leader. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: I recognize Representative Tenorio. 

Rep . Manuel Tenorio: Mr. Speaker, 1 think to some extent we· talked about the bill or a simila r 
bill that we overrode last session and 1 tend to agree with my good colleague, Chairman Reyes. 
We want to provide good quality hea lth care to our people whether or not they are in 
government. One benefit of doing that is extending this program to people who have decided to 
leave government service and continue to- work elsewhere. I think there arc provisions also in 
thi s bill that will take away some of the concerns - if the y have other coverage, they will not be 
entitled to this . But, the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, is that these people will st ill be paying 
into the in su rance com pany as everybody else. So, I do not see any reason there for additional 
services or additional funding necessa ry to pump into the insurance program . 1 helieve that our 
people deserve a good insurance policy whether or not they arc working for the government as 
long as they are contributing memhers . Thank you. 

The Chair recogni zed Rep. Teregeyo. 

Rep. Tere!ieyo: Thank you , Mr. Speaker. It boggles my mind to he di scuss ing an issue that we 
had spent a good number, a good length of our lime discussing in our previou s sess ion . It is 
basically the same bill that the governor vetoed and we acted Oil through the exercise of our 
override responsibility guine gi kongresu, Mr. Speaker. I feel that it is an exerci sc in futility 
because the Senate refused to follow suit of the House. I would like to request , Mr. Speaker, and 
I move to defer action and refer this to the committee, and end debate. 

The motion was seconded by 5 peaker Benavente. 
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Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, privilege. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Before I recognize the motion - Heprescntmive Attao? 

Vice Speaker Attao: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, when the governor vetoed the same 
bill, it was vetoed because of some concerns. Those concerns, Mr. Speaker ... based on the new 
bill, 9-475, those concerns were addressed on this bill. We overrode the bill. We know that the 
bill is defective and that is coming out from the author of the bill that was vetoed by the 
Governor. We did not give him the chance to refine that vetoed bill. Now this bill changed and 
addressed what was raised on that vetoed message. So I am pretty sure that this bill is timely and 
we need it. We need it for our people. We need it for those people who are terminating and 
resigning from government. I think it is onty fair that this house address the corrected bill rather 
than the one we oven-ode. Thank you. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: May! ask the mover of tihe motion to give the privilege oj' the 
Minority Leader, and you may introduce your motion again. 

Rep. Terel:eyo: So accommodatcd. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: Minority Leader') 

Rep, y. Attao: Th<tnk you , Mr. Speaker. When we were [0 ovcrridc the Governor's veto, J was 
explaining the position J had with respect to refining the bill. Everybody agreed - except three of 
uS - to override the Governor's veto. Mr. Speaker, we all feel that this bill was impO[1ant and 
that is one reason why we overrode the veto. The amendment that I had made with respect to the 
third and fourth items is tlHtt I wal1l to make sure that this program covers only people who are 
residing in [he Commonwealth. J feel [hat if we were to allow other government workers who 
resigned and re-establish their residency elsewhere that it might probably bankrupt the company, 
the government insurance program. That is one reason why I have decided to include that. The 
third one, Mr. Speaker, is that although this is an election of coverage, I feel that if a person 
leaves the government and do have coverage in the private sector, then they should take that 
coverage rather than having to continue with the govemmcnt, but that is through election. They 
have that opportunity to decide whether they want to continue the government coverage where 
they an: required to pay the I'ull premium or to accept a new coverage under m;w company. I feel 
that the amendment covers precisely what we want. We want to protect the program, but yet we 
also want to make sure that our employees, our people , who have decided to leave the 
government and not get employment elsewhere that they may continue [0 get covered and that 
would definitely have an impact - tremendous impact - in the cost of medic;L1 bills , having to 
appropriate more money to fund those unpaid bills. J think this program , if we do pass it, and J 
believe that the members will pass it , because we overrode the governor's veto. J am asking the 
members their indulgence to enact this legislation, because I feel it is vcry important. Thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Chair recogn ized Rep. Benavente. 

Speaker Benavente: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. As you know the Lt. Governor is again the Acting 
Governor and in his veto message one of his problems was of' coursc on the front page, line 7. the 
"grossly unfair" words. It is still in the bill. One of my other concern is whether or not we might 
be faced with legal problems with regards to that provision where it allows tile entitlement for 
onty those who residc in the Coml11onwealth. Higlll now I have a COJlcern with that. I do kJlOW 
if members have the same concern, and whether it warranls that we c.dl a short recCss and ask 
our legal counsel, but, rhat is a concern that I have. Thank you. 
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Rep. V. Altao: I do not think there is a legal problem facing this bill. This is just like the 
election law. When our people: re-establish their residency elsewhere, they are not eligible to 
vote here in the Commonwealth. They have to be a resident of the Commonwealth. So I see no 
legal ... in fact, this is why I put it in here - to make sure that we have that language in here . 

Rep. Palacios: Mr. Speaker yan membru, sanu, fitu, yan adikuetu este na bill i gaige gi me'nata 
pago. Meggai na numerun taotao-ta, Mr. Speaker, dumiseseha na pot fabot na' fan halO/n ham 
guenao gi hamyo pago en enjoy gi kongresu yan i man machocho'chu. Ya i dinischa dangkulo, 
Mr. Speaker, na pot i pressufia este na insurance yan etyo i pot para uma kontinua mo'na yanggcn 
ma move siha ginen i government employment guato gi private sector na mall mamaisen 
asigurasion na u ma kontinua este na health insurance coverage giya siha. Ti taotao San Antonio 
ha', guaha lokkue taorao Garapan, guaha tao tao San Roque man rna mammaisen, Mr. Speaker, ya 
man magof anai ma hungok este gi alacha gi anai ta move para ·i override. Man magof sa' esta 
ma asigura na mapos gi un guma ya puedi ·i otFO guma hu attan cste . Pues, Mr. Speaker, guahu 
lokkue hu diseseha yan hu fafaisen tododos hamyo ni manga'chong-hu guine na ta ayuda fan, ya 
tana'la 'la' ya kosake i bcnifision ufan gaigi lokkue gi palu na maiidu-ta. Ha refine esta este si 
Congressman Ben Attao ya ha na'fansuha etyo siha na provisions i achuka' taiguc hao guine para 
un kinubre nui este. Ya mcgagai ... etyo na hu hongge etyo i ilekiia na ya ngge n para ta kontinua 
etyo, pues sina ha mu bankrupt. Lao estague pago na ma restrict ya ti para u nina'fansaonao etyo 
siha na taotaoguc i manaiguc yan ti maiiasaga guine gi halom i Comlllonwealth. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Chair recognized Rep. Dela Cruz. 

Rep. Deb Cruz: Thank you , Mr. Speaker, for recognizing my hand. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to request that we go into a short recess so that we can have the legal counsel address one issue 
on page 2, lines I and 2 where it starts off with, "... this act shall not he availahle to those 
persons who receive health insurance coverage from anothe r source." I would like to ask the 
legal counsel if he could narrow this down to ... I think what this sentence is trying to say is that 
you could only cieet one or the other nealth insurance. It is either the government health 
insurance that you should use, or the private sector's health insurance if they do have and that 
they can not be inter-using both health insurance coverage. 

Speaker Prl) Tem Hofschneider : Short recess. 

The House recessed at II :50 a.m . 

REC E SS 

The House reconvened at II :51 a.m. 

Speaker Pro '('em I-Iofschneider: We arc back to our session and I want to appoint Representative 
Benavente to act as floor Leader. 

Speaker Benavente: Thunk you, Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: We are under di scussion. I recognize Representative Reyes. 

Rep. Reyes: Mr. Speaker, with the consent of the members , I would like to make an oral tloor 
amendment - on page I, line 2\ beginning with "Fourth " strike that Out all the way to page 2, 
line 2, ending on "source". 

The motion was seconde(! by others and carried by voice vOle . 

Speaker Pro Tern Ilofschneider: I recognize Representative Reyes. 
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Rep. Reyes: [would like to point alii before [ make another floor amendment that once you 
leave government service , in the bill, the government employee is responsible for the entire 
insurance premium. My l)1oti()n now is - if the memhers consent - to st rike out "Sect ion 5" and 
renumber the rest of the sections accordingly. 

The motion was seconded. 

Speaker Pm Tern Hofschneider: There is a motion to strike out Section 5 from line!! to line 10 
on page 2, and it has been seconded. 

Rep. Palacios: Can [ ask Chairman Reyes to repeat that amendment please? 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Representative Reyes, can you repeat that" 

Rep Reyes : Mr. Speaker, we have two amendments. The first one, [ am sure [ do not rept:at. 
The second one is to strike out page 2, line 8 beginning with "Section 5" all the way to line 10, 
ending on "or both" .. to strike that out in its entirety, and to renumher the rest accordingly. In 
mher words, "Section 6" will now be "Section 5", and "Section 7" will now he "$t:ction 6" . 

The motion to delett: Section 5 of House Bill No. 9-475, HD I was carried by voict: vott: . 

Rep. Tere~eyo: Privilege. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Recognized, Representative Tcrcgeyo'.' 

Rep. Tere~eyo: Mr. Speaker, I think - there was a motion on the floor which I made and it has 
taken a train ride around it. My motion was to defer this to the cOlllmittee. I'or one, I am very 
concern on thc viability of the medical insurance progralll. Although we are requiring that 
employees who so decide to continue coverage under this manner, the ht:alth insurance is a 
program definitely will need additional staff to maintain the applicahility of this act sf10uld it 
become law. I move that - I made that motion on the floor to move that we defer this to the 
committee so that we can look into the viability of the health insurance program, whether or nO{ 
it is going to survivc hecause of the many, many problems it has incurred over the ycars, and 
whether or not we can rcally take this up as pan of our consideration. So I made that motion. I 
know that we made a ride around this, amending this orally. and I agrec with thc :ullendll1cnts . 

Vice Speakt:r Attao: Privilege. 

Speaker Pro Tt:m Hofschneider: State your privilege. 

Vice Speaker Attao: Mr. Speaker, Cha.irwoman Teregeyo mt:ntioned about employees. I am 
pretty nluch sure that -­

Speaker Pro TCI11 Hofschneider: Pause for a change of tape. 

The I louse recessed at 12: II p.l11 . 

RECC:SS 

The House rec\Jnvened at 12:24 p.m. 

Rep Anno: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, Chnirwonlan Teregeyo me ntioned about 
employees of the health insurance. Right nOw, they have about ttll employees and there afe two 
additional in FY'96. I am pretty sure that twelvc employees would be more than sufficient to 
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cover the needs should wt: pass this. I do not see allY problem. If it is for employees, I do not 
think there is a problem. I think our people are capable , able employees to handlt: [his. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschns:ider: There is a motion to defer this to the eomnlinee and it was 
seconded. Any funher discussion? 

Speaker Benavente: Mr. Speaker, the reason why I am supporting the motion to defer this to the 
committee is because we have to hear from the Administrator. I have met with the Administrator 
and she has. grave reservations. There are a lot of problems with this legislation . So, we need to 
atleast hear from these people. 

Rep. V. Attao: Mr. Speaker, I will answer that. I spoke to her and she says that the only 
problem here is stafting. I just found out from the Vice Speaker that we do have staff. I move to 
end debate, Mr. Speaker. 

The motion was seconded and the motion to refer I-louse Bill No. 9-475 to the committee 
was defeated by voice vote. 

Speaker Pro Tem llofschneider: Ready for the main question') 

All responded in the affinnative . 

The Clerk called the roll on the motion to pass lIouse Bill No. ()-475. 1-1.0.1 with the 
following result: 

Representative Adriano abstained 

Representative J. Anao yes 

Representative V. Attao yes 

Representative Babauta abscl11 

Representative Dela Cruz yes 

Representative Deleon Guerrero abselJl 

Representative Hoeog ahsent 

Representative ]-[ofschneider yes 

Representative Maratila yes 

Representative Palacios yes 

Representative Peter abstained 

Representative Reyes yes 

Representative Sablan absent 

Representative Santos absenl 

Representative Tenorio yes 

Representative Teregeyo no 

Representative Torres yes 


Speaker Benavente: Privilege, Mr. Speaker, I need guidance from the legal counsel. Would it he 
possible to withdraw my signature from this I'egislation right now prior to voting') 

The I louse recessed at 12:30 p.m. 

RECESS 

The House reconvened at 12 :32 p .m. 

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschneider: Before we continue [he ro'" call, I would like to mke this 
privilege to allow ReprcscllIative l3enavente to withdraw his concern. 
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Speaker Benaven.te: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, before I vote, if there is no ohjection from the 
members, I would like to withdraw my signature from the legislation. 

There was no objection. 

Speaker Benavente: If none, Mr. Spl!aker, thank YOLI very much , and m)' VOle is "no". 

Speaker Benavente no 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: House Bill No. 9-475, as amended , passes thl! House. Floor 
Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speaker, I move for the passage of HOllse nil! No. 9-4X3 on its First 
and Final Reading. 

Seconded by Rep. Teregeyo. 

11. B . NO. 9-483 : "To amend 3 CMC, Div. 4, Sectil}n 443 7; ulldjflr o{iler purposes." 

Rep. V. Attao: Mr. Speaker, when Tlook at this bill , this is really a slap in the face. I know this 
is in the committee and because of the inability of the committee to report back to the full House, 
this is :1 tactic that I do not want to sec anymore. Thank you , Mr. Speaker. 

Rep. Tenorio: Mr. Speaker, I have a couple of concerns on this bill. Number one is, does this 
bill exempt professionals and executives on four year compliance. I have sOllle people calling 
my office asking and that if this bill is passed as it is , it will be very difficult for local peo ple to 
move up to the rank for profess ional or executive level. As you know in the industry, like the 
hotel industry, a lot of the~e top level cxecutives are on a rotation basis so you will never get 
your local people, in my opinion, to be fOp executives or some or thi s very imponam indlJstry. 
Number two, I am not too impressed by the term "executivc" as defined ill this bill Oil page 2, 
line 20 -- "An executive is an employee whose primary management directs work of two or more 
employees." And so down the line, trash collector managing two or more employ<=<=s would 
probably -- a~ long as you are doing management, would probably be con~idered an executive. 
There are a lot of areas or work levels in many of the industries where this qualification would 
probably deny the local individual an opportunity to work. These arc some of my COIlCl!rns. 

Speaker Benavente: Mr. Speaker, I was member of the Seven th Legislature when we deliberated 
on the same legislation or similar legislation. I remember that we rook -- there were public 
hearings, there wen; a lot of committee meetings that took place when we were deliberating on 
this very major piece of legislation . I do no think that at this time we should pass this on First 
and f'inal Reading . I think that we to refer this to the comm ittee and at least hear frOIll the 
public. There is going to be major impact in the community. Major impact with regards to what 
is going to happen with the business community and who ends up paying for this addilional 
expense. I think that Representative Tenorio has a valid concern . I know that one of the intents 
of the legislature h to be able to phase out the need of nonresident workers, but when we exempt 
the executive and managerial positions from this, then we are not helping our peopi'e move LIp to 
those. Those are the positions that we want removed so Ihat we can get our people up to those 
positions. We really nclOd to refer this to the commitlee and we really need to hear from the 
public. So nt this time, I move that we refer this to the committee so that we may put it betl)rc a 
public hearing. 

The motion was seconded by several others. 

Rep, Tere~eyo: Privilege. 
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Speaker Pro Tern Hofsthneider: I:ldore I recognize the motion, state YOllr pri vilege. 

Rep . 1 eregeyo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I heard the concerns of Representative Te norio and 
Speaker Benavente with re spect to this bill. Since I am the author of this bill and co-sponsored 
by several others, Mr. Speaker, the concerns of the exemption is addressed in our:1 CMC §4413. 
So if that is the concern , that thi s bill -­

Speaker Pro Tern Hofschncider: Rep[esentative Teregeyo, I have 10 call you Out of Order. You 
are elaborating and it is a privilege lhal you were recogni zed under. 

Rep. Teregeyo: Well I am trying to respond, Mr. Speaker. If I may, I would like to [e4uest the 
mover of the motion to end debate to withdraw that so I can respond to the concerns addressed 
by these members. 

Speaker Benavente: Mr. Speaker, my motion was to refer it to the committe", and if yOll 
entertain that motion , we may he able 10 continue discussing on the subsidi ary motion. 

Vice Speaker Allao: Mr. Speaker, if I recall it corr",clly, we ha ve a wlIlpr",he nsive labor bill. 
This panicular bill is also included in that bill. I would like 10 ask as 10 Ih", stalus of the bi ll so 
we can have once an for all a comprehensive one r,uher th an piece meals. I will slrongly 
recommend to whoever is working on th at particular bill be reported as soon as poss ible. 

Sp\(akcr Pro Tem Ilofschneide[: Vice Speaker, if you 3re using Ihe privilege to debate. I advise 
that you refrain so that we can address the motion and Ihen we can discuss il. 

The motion to refer I louse I3ill No. 9-4X3 c,m'ied by voice vote. 

Speaker Pro Tem Hofschneider: HOllse Bill No. 9-483 is h~reby rcrerr~d to th", committee. 
Floor Leader? 

Floor Leader Torres: Mr. Speak~r. Im ovc for a lunch break. 

The mot ion was seconded and carried by voice vote . 

The House recessed at 12:40 p.m . 

Respect full y subm illed. 

Jo,)fi;i;. ~al Clerk 
I lou se or Representatives 

APPEARAN CE OF LOCAL BILeS 

H.I..H .9- 54: "A Loc<ll Appmpri<.llioll Dill for a Act for the Third Senatorial Di strict Lo authorize the 
appropria tion from the funds generated and COIl l!l.: lCU lllnlllgh Dingo opera tions 10 till: Ollice or the Mayor of S<.!ipan 
for the purpose of admini strmion and enforcement of the Bingo law: and for nther purposes." (REP. Ai'ol,t\ S. 
TERIOGEYO and sixteen ulhers 9/13/95) /2nd /tp/~,arallc:e/ 

HLB. 9 -53: "A Lucal Bill for an Act fo r the Second Senatorial Dis tric t 10 "'lIClld 2. CMC §521)1 10 
cSUlblish vi siUllion fces for Aglliguan Island." (REP. JOAQU IN G. ADRIAKO XII7j<):; ) nrd AI'I'""'''"''"/ 

-86­


