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Dear Senators:

It has been my intention since the inauguration of
the new Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature
for the new Senate Leadership to put forth its best efforts
to provide for the publication of the Journals of the
Senate on a regular and timely basis.

Therefore, pursuant to the Official Rules of the
Senate of the Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwealth
Legislature, and the Commonwealth Constitution, this letter
is to formally present the printed Journals of the Senate
for the First Regular Session, January 1l to March 31, 1988,
to the members of the Senate and interessted members of the
general public.

I also wish to take this opportunity to offer my
personal gratitude to the Office of the Governor, the
Director of Finance, the Commissioner of Education, the
Senate Journal Clerk, and other Senate employees for their

j assistance and support in the production of this document.
Thank you and "Si Yuus Ma'ase.”
{'. Sincerely,
\ ‘\‘
‘.I ' |

enjamin T. ,Manglona
resid?nt o(\the Senate
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THE SENATE
SIXTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGLISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSI1ON, 1988

PLIRST DAY

Monday, January 11, 1988

In accordance with the provistons ol the Constitution ol Lhe
Northern Mariana Islands, Lhe Senate of the Sixth Northern Marianas
Commonwenlth legislature, First Hegulor Session, 1988, was called Lo
order at 10:30 a.m., in the Senate Chamber, Capitol Hill, Saipan,
Commonweal th of Lhe Northern Mariana lslands.

The Honorable Julian 8. Calvo, President Pro Tem, presided.

President Pro Tem Calvo: I sihall now call upon Reverend Father lsaac M,
Avuyu to give the invocation.

Everybody rose, and Heverend PFather Isaac M. Ayuyu administered
the invocation.

Proesident Pro Tem Calvo: Thank you, Reverend Father Ayuyu. Nex( iLem
on our agenda for this morning is the adoplion of the temporary Rules
of the Senate. May I hear a motion for adoption of the Senate Rules?

Senator Inos: Mr. President, I move that we adopt the Rules of the
Filfth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature as the temporary Rules
of the Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature,

Senator Villagomes seconded and the motion carried by voice vole,

President Pro Tem Calvo: The temporary Rules of the Senate 1s hereby
adopted. Now 1 am happy at this time Lo appoint the temporary Senale
Clerk and Sergeant—=At=Arms. And may | appoint Bernie C. Sablan to be
the temporary Senate Clerk and Nick Cabrera as temporary Sergeant-AL-
Arms.  Any objections from the members? 11 none, so ordered. Now let's
o down to appointment of Credentials Committee. The Chair is happy to
appoint the following people Lo the Credentials Commilbtee. And may [
wsk Senator Joseph 5. Inos Lo be the Chairman of this committee, and
Senator Babauta and Senator Manny Villagomez, nenbers, I will now agll
for a short recess.

The Chair declared the Sennte recessed at 10:35 a.m., subject to
the ¢all of the Chair.

RECESS
The Senate reconvened al 10:42 a.m.
President Pro Tem Calvo: Let us continue with our Order ol Business.

May I ask Lhe Chairman of the Credentials Committee to make his report?
Senator Inos?

Chairman Inos: Mr. President, your Credentials Committee assigned Lo
review and certily the elections of Senntor-elect Paul A. Manglona from
Senntorianl District 1, Senator-eglect Jose P. Malnas from Senatorial
Pistrict 1I, and Senator-cle¢t Herman R, Guerroro from Senatorial
District 111, hercby approved and sanctioned the elections ol said
senators for Lhe Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.
Signed: Senator Joseph 5. Inos, Chairman; Senator Manuel P. Villagomesz,
Vice Chairman; and Senator Juan N. Babuauta, Member. At this time, I
will present this to the Senate Clerk.
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Prosident Pro Tem Calvo: Thank you, sSéepnator lnos. Now may 1 ask all
the Senators-ele to.... Yas, Senalor Gusrrera?

Senator-elect i, Guerrero: M¥. President, I would like to find out if
the Credentials Committee ftake into consideration the case that was
submitted by Hillbloom and whether a full report has been forwarded by
the court. 8o we would like definitely to know whether we are in fact
legally o1 we can legally be sworn-in this morning —— today.

President Pro Tem Calvo: Could the Chairman of the Credentials CommittLee
respond to that inguiry?

Chairman Inos: Yes, Mr. President. Insofar as there has been questions
regarding the integrity, reliability and honors of the Senators-elect, the
Committee on Credentials zeroed in the qualilications of the Senators-
elect. As such, we have communicated with the Board of Elections and

they have sanctioned also the elections without questions of any
credibility within Public Law No. 5-7, which is the Commonwealth

Board of Elections law. With respect to any other issues, Lhe Committee
did not take into consideration as such.

President Pro Tem Calvo: Thank yvou, Senator Inos. Senator Guerrero?

Senator-elect . Guerrero: Then we can say with certainty Lhat we
could be sworn-in Lhis morning regardless of Lthe outcome ol the court
cause at a later date.

President Pro Tem Calvo: 'That's what the Chairman already revealed and
found that your credibility and your electicns are [ully endorsed by the
Board of Elections. 8o the Chair would like y¥ou Lo sit in here in the
Chamber so that we conld consbtitulbe our business lor btoday. Now may |

ask the Senate Clerk to please eall the roll?

The Temporary Senate Clerk called the roll, as [ollows, and all
nine mombers responded:

Senator Juan N, Babauta
Senator llerman R. Guerrero
Senator Juan . Guerroro
senator Joseph §. lnos
Senator Jose P, Mafnas
Benator Benjamin 1. Manglona
Senator Herman M. Manglona
Senator Manuel P. Villapgomesz

¢

denator Julian 5. Calvo

Temporary Senate Clerk: Mr. President, the rocord here shows that nine
members are prasent.

President Pro Tem Calvo: [t shows that we constitule a quorum for today's
session, Adoption of the oflicial Bules of the Senate? [Floor Leader?
['m sorry. Now may 1 aslk tLhe Judge to swear—-in the new members ol the

Genate?

At this point, the Sergeant-AlL-Avms escorted Chiel Justice Helner
Lo the podium, and he administered the following Oath and all the
Senators—elect repeated it after him:

"1 do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution
and Laws ol Lhe Commonwealth of the Nortlcrn Mariana lslands, Lhe
Covenant to Establish a Commonwesnlth of the Northern Mariana Islands in
Political Union with the United States of America, the applicable
provisions of the Consitution, laws and treatles of the United States
of America, and that I will faithfully discharge my duties to the best
of my ability, so heip me God="

Chief Justice Hefner: Congratulations. {(Applause)
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Progident Pro Tem Calwve: The Chair would like to congratulate Lhe
newly elected members of the Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwenlth
Legislature. Adoption of the official Hules of the Senate? Senator Inos?

Senator Inos: Mr. President, I move that we adopt the temporary

Rules of the Gth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature as still

the temporary Rules of Lhe G6th Northern Marianas Commonweal Lh Legislature.
Senator Babauta seconded and the motion carried by voice vote.

Election ol olficers? Senator Malnas?

Mr. President, ! nominate Senator Benjamin T. Manglona
gident.

Senator Matng
a5 Senate

There were sevoral Scconds to the motion.

President Pro Tem Calve: Any more nominations?

Senator lnos: 1 move that the nomination be closed.
There were several seconds and the motion carried by voice vote.
President Pro Tem Calve: The Chair will declare that Senator Benjamin T.

Manglona is the President of the Sennte (sic) of the Sixth Northern
Marianas Legislature.

The motion to elect Senator Benjomin T. Manglona as Lhe new
Senate President carried by voice vote, (Applause)

At this point, Lhe lHonorable Benjamin T, Manglona, President, took
over the Chair.

Presjdent Manglona: First, let me express the 6th Legislature's
appreciation to the oultgoing President who has long vears ol service

in the Legislative Branch of our government. For thal, we sincerely
thank him for all of his services rendered to our goverament. Second,

1 would like to oflicially welcome all of our visitors {rom S8aipan,

from Tinian, from Rota, and glsc Irom Guam., We cerbtainly appreciate
your presence here this morniog to bhe with us on our inauguration of the
Gth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature. Also, last but not the
least, I'm quite fmpressed and guite touched with the unanimous support
of my colleagues for nominating me to be Lhe Sennte's new President of
the G6th Commonwealth Legislature. With that, I certainly appreciate your
confidence and support. Now, lel us proceed with the nomination lor the
office of Vice President. May | hear a nomination?

Senator Inos: Mr. President.

President Manglonn: dSenator Inos?

Senator Inos: I move for the unanimous consent of nominating the
Honorable Jose P. Mafnas as Viee President ol the Senate.

The motion was secaonded.

President Manglona: ‘There is a nomination for the position of Vice
President.. And the nominee is Senator Jose P, Malnas. 1t has been
seconded, Any more nominations? Since there is no further nomination,
we will now procecd with the voling lor the oflfice of the Vice President.
Are you ready?

The motion to eleclt Senntor Jose P, Malnas as Lthe now Sennte
Vice President carried by volee vole. (Applause)

President Manglong: Senplor Malnas was voted unanimously to be the jew
sSenate Vice Preslacnt ol the 6th Commonwenlth Legislature, Woe will
now proceed with the nomination fer Flouy Lendger, Hsenator Villagomas?
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Senator Villagomesz: I''m officially nominating Senator Joseph 8. lnos
for Floor Leader.

Vice President Malnas seconded.
Vice President Mafnas: I move to cleose Lhe nominalion.
The motion was scconded and carried by voice vote.

The motion to elect Senatoy Joseph S. Inos ag the new Senate Floor
Lender carried by voice vote, (Applause)
AAAAAA Mapglona: Senator Inos is voted by the entire Senate to be
» new Senate Floor Leader. e will now be voling on the last officer
ol the Senate which is the Lepgislative Secretbary. ls there any
nomination? Senaltor Babauta?

Senator Babautn: f1r. President, I wish to nominate Senator Manuel P.

illagomez to be our Senate Legislative Secretury.
v .

|

=

The motion was seconded.
Floor Lasder Ines: Ready [or the guesition.
The motion carrvicd by voice valLe.

The motion Lo elect Senator Manuel P. Villagomez as the new
Senate Legislative Sccretary carried by voice volao, (Applause)

President Manglona: The Senate unanimously voted Senator Manuel P.
Villagomez to be our Senate Legislative Secretary. At Lhis time, 1 would
like to make an appointment Lo notify the Governor and also to notify

the llouse of Representatives thal the Senate is fully organized and the
Sennte is ready to Lransanct business. The Chair would like to appoint
the following people to notify the Governor: Senntor Babauta,

Senantor Manny Villagomez, and Senator H. R. Guerrero. Could you please
notify the Governoy that the Sennte is lully organized and ready to
transnct busipness? And at the Shne time, also, | would like to make

an appointment and I would like fto appoint the following people Lo
notify the House of Represenbatives and the pppointees are as follows:
This is to be chaired hy the Vice President, Senntor Malnas, Senator John
Guerrero, and also Senator Paul Manglona. The Chairman lor the notilica=
tion of the Governor will be headed by Senator Villagomez. So at this
time, I would like to call for a short recess until we receive the
reports {rom these commitltees.

The Chair declared a recess at 10:57 a.m., subject to the call
of the Chair.

RECESS

The Senate veconvened at 11:356 a.m.

Prosident Manglonpa: Let us resuame our session. Prior to this session,
I bave appointed n committee ol Lhree Lo dnlorm the Governor and also

the House of Representatives thal the Senate ol the 8Lh Commonwenlth
Leglslature is fully organized and ready to bransact business. AL this
time 1 am happy to receive the report of the commitlees. First, let me
call upon Senator Villagomez, Chairman of the Committes to Notify the
Governor.

Senator Villagomez: Mr. President, the Committee has informed the
jovernor that the Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwenlth Legislature is
fully organized and ready to transact business.

President Manglona: Thank you very much, Myr. Chairman, May 1T call upon
the Vice President to make his report on the notilication ol the llouse of
Ropresentatives?
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Vice President Mafnas: Thank you very much, Mr. President. Your
Notilication Commblitee hias met wiith Lhe House and notified Lhe House
that the Senate is fully organized tand ready Lo transact business.

President Mapglona: Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I understand also
that Senator Guerrero has a report to make?

Senator J. Guerrero: Mr, President, 1 am happy to report that the
Minority members have selected Senator Herman Guerrero as the Minority
Leader. (Applouse)

Prosident Manglonn: At this time, 1 would like to ask the Sergeant-AL-—
Arms Lo please escort the Governor Lo Lhe Chamber to make a short
stalement .,

At this point, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio was escorted by the
Sergeant-At=Arms in the Chamber to the podium. (Applause)

President Manglona; On behalf of the Senate, 1 am very happy Lo
aolficially introduce our Governoer, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio. And at
this time, Governor, 1 would like to ask you i1if you wish to make &
statement?

Governor P. Tenorio: Mr. President, members of the Senate, distinguilshed
guests and friends. I am honored to bhe here today and Lo congratulate
the newly electbed dand Lhe ro-olecbed menbers who will now jodn the
incumbents Lo reprezont our peopie ol the Commonwenlth of the Northern
Mariana Islands,

Today marks another milestone in the briel ten-year history ol our
Camamonweal th., However, the next few years will be just ax important and
equally challenging., We have wiitnessed Lremendous growth on our islands.
The private sector has contributed toward Lhe development of our economy.
This is good and welcome, as long as we do not allow the results to have
an adverse impact. In this regard, 1 respectiually ask for your support
and assistance In cooperating with the private sector so Lthat our
residents will continue to prosper and enjoy a higher standard of living,
not only for now but also in the future. Let us then put whatever
difforences we might have aside and work togeLther and assist ench other
in order to accomplish our ultimate geal, which is the hetterment of

our i1slands and our people.

During the past yvears, there have beenp times when the Legislative Branch
and the Executive Branch disagreed on issues that alfected our people.
However, we hanaged o put our differences aside and worked together

in providing essentinl services to our community. With your under-—
standing, I hope this spivit and cooperation continues, as we begin Chis
Bixth Legislature, as 16 is very vitnl that we maintain a harmonious
relationship 1f we are Lo achieve our goals and objectives.

In the past, my ollice has been "open" to everyone, Again, 1 assure
vou that it will contipue to be open at any time, whenever you feel the
need to discuss any matler with me. The Lieutenant Governor, my stallf
and I look forward to working closely with all of you.

Again, congratulations and best wishes to all ol you.
(Applause)

President Manglonn: I would like to assure the Governaor that the 6th
Commonweal th Legislature will work in partnership with his administration
in order to assist our citizens in the fTulfillments of many of our
dreams and hopes for bhetter future for our people. And for that matter,
Governor Tenorio, please rest assure that we will cooperate with you

in every way possible. At this time, I would like to eall lor a short
recess.,

The Chalr declared n short recess at 11:42 a.m., subject to the
c¢all of the Chair.
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RECESS
The Senate reconvenced at 11:43 a.n.

President Manglona: Let us continue on with our session. I would like
to ¢all upon Senator Inos at this time Lo make a motion. Senator Inos?

Floor Leader Inos: Mr. President, under line ltem “M" on today's agenda,

I move that the order of the roll call be by alphabetical order.

Senator Babautn seconded and the motion earrvied by volce vole,

President Manglonn: I shall now call upon the Senate Clerk to please
vall the roll.

The Temporary Senpte Clerk e¢anlled the roll, as lfollows, and oall
nine members respondoed:

Senator Junn N. Babautn
Senator Herman R. Guerrero
Senator Juan T, Guerrero
senalor Joseph 5. lnos
Senator Jose P. Malnas
Senator Herman M. Manglona
Senator Paul A, Manglona
Sonntor Manuel P, Villagomesz
President Benjamin T. Manglonan

Temporary Senate Clerk: Mr, President, the record here shows that nine

members are present.,

President Manglona: We are now down {to Miscellaneous BDusinessa. At this
time,. ... Go ahead, Senator Guerrero.

Senntor ll. Guerrero: " Mr. President, I just want o raise some points ot
this time. This has something €O do with the oflicial Rules of the Senate,
In the 5th Legislature in the Senate, wo adopted (he 4th's Senate official
Rules of Procedures as onr teémporarvy Rules of Procedures. And during the
entire SLh's Senate, the Bules of Lhe Senate remained temporary. We are
apain adopting the same thing —-— the Senate Hules of Procedures. And 1
would Iike to point out, Mr. President, that CLhis Rules of Procedures is
very important. It guides the proceedings ol the Senate and ecach member
ol the Senate is obligated to abide by the Rules. So 1 would like to see,
Mr. President, that either today or sometime scon that we adopt the
offieial Rules of the Senate which we can call it the Permanent Rules

ol the Senate for the Sixth Lepislature — Lhe Sixth Senate.

President Manglona: Thank you very much, Senator Guerrero, for your
concern. That's one of the first options of the Chair to appoint an
Committee Lo review Lhe Rules so that we c¢an establish our permanent
lules of Procedures ol the Senate, PFor that matter; | will soon be
announcing the Chairmen Lo the various standing committees and 1 would
like to ask the Vice President, perhaps, to Chalr this Committee on the
Rules so that we can adopt the permanent Rules of Procedures at the
earliest time possible. Thank you. Yes, Senafor Guerrero?

Sepatar J. Guerrero: Mr. President and fellow members, [ would like
to say a few remarks while we are under miscellaneous.

President Manglonp: You may proceard.

Senptor J, duerrero: Mr, President and Tellow Senntors. Kindly allow me
to welcome back Senator Jose Malnas and Senutor lerman Guerrero, our
estecned colleagues from our Filth Legislatures. 1 wish to also welcome
Senator Paul Manglona to the mémbership of this Senate.  Gentlemen,

iy congratulalions.
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Congratulations are also in order to the newly elected leadership of the
Senntle of the Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Lepgislature. May our
pood Lord grant yvou the wisdom, the inspiration and the ability to perform
your added task wmost fairly.

Our relationship will not be complete il I do not continue to be the
Senate's backbencher, the one-man loyil opposition. You soe, dear
collengues, we have thi& strange thing here in the Senate where we like
te blame the Nouse of Representatives, the Executive Branch, the ederal
Government, the Courts, or any other Tor the fact that we're not doing
our jobs most completely. 'The Senzte has always blamed the House of
Representatives whenever disagreements over the budget are unresolved.
We blame the Federal Government when disagreemeénts ol dinterpretations over
the Covenant are unrvresolved or are resolved in someone else's favor. We
blame tLhe Executive Branch whenever the power goes afl. The Senate has
consistently and unlailingly passed the blame to someone else lor many
of those mntters that appropriantely should be addressed here on this
floor. And this, dear colleagues,; npkes no sense Lo me.

The apgenda of this Senate by all means should be established by the
newly instanlled leadership. The agendn should be nolthing less than
i coraucopia of the issuves iand the problems alTecting the dally lives
and livelihood of the citizens and residents of the Norithers Marlana
Islands.

To mention a few items that 1 feel require our concentrated efforts and
focus in the coming nonths, 1T feel that we shounld begin to address and
establish policy on how much foreign investment is needed Lo develop

our isliands; how many non-resident workers do we really need to subsidize
the labor needs ol our pgrowing economy; I leel that we muslh strike a
balance, a focenl point, ax Lo how much outside influence is good for our
people and our islands.

Thanks to foreipgn influence, murder, robbery and other violent crimes
nre common occurrences In our communities today. Our people, now more
than ever, stand a greater chanee of dying a violent death. We must
coordinate our eflforts and resourdes with the Bosrd of Education, the
Department of Public Salety and the Conrts to resolve these dangers.
After all, we have no desire to be known as "America's Wild, Wild West".

The leadership would be most wise Lo soek o common doenominalor ol Lhe
political relnlionship beltween Lhe Noevthorn Marviong Palonds and the
United States. .Just lasi week, many ol us were witnossHes Lo the testing
by a private citizen ol the most fundimental agreements reached betwaen
the United States and our people as incorporated in the Covenant. As we
nre baginning to scd, some of the dispotes bebweosn our Commonwenlth and
the United States are Covenanl SecLion 9203 and aol Scelion BO02 issued.

This Senate orgunization will shortly addross issoues and mabtters relating
to the financlal position ol our goveirnmenpt. We must come to terms wilkh
the fact that our government, acting through its duly appointed
representatives, agreed to certain conditions in exchmnge for a multi-year
financial assistance Iyom the United States. We must realize that one of
those conditions was gur promise to reduce the size ol our pgovernment

QVer o seven=yvear poeriod. Ve hftve pmede farther promise that we will build
new gchools, replnoe aging roads, upgeade the wakor and power systoms,

and build new publie facilities based upon a detailed and Comprehensive
Development Plan that is now about three years overduc.

As I said earlier, the lendership of Lthis Sennte muslh esatablish an

agenda addressing common prablems and unique issues ol our communities.
The leadership may be assured ol my [ull support of mpn agenda that

fairly represents ancd properly refleclis the better interest of the
Commonwealth. The leadership moy also be assured that until hell

Ireeres over, I will oppose any elfort that is ambivalent of the ordinary
man or womnn's best Interest.

¥ith the blessing of our good Lord and n little dose of common sense, it
shouldn't be difficult for even this body to make a most productive
two vears. Thank you unll.
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Pregsident Manglena: Thanle you sery much, Senator Guervero, lor vouar
slatemont . Any oLher momber who wiszh to be recopnizod under Miscel laneous
Business? Senator Paul Manglona?

Senator P. Manglopa: Mr. Presdident, (*l did nol prepare a speech this
morning, but ! would like to share some concerns with Ghe members of this
Legislature. When Iowas compaigning to ropresent the ppople ol the
Commonweal th as their public servant, very often I stood up in front of
them and mentioned the need to satisty the demands of our vouths and
senior citizens in such areas as educntion, employment, recreation, and
old-age Progroms. VYory olten 1 stood up In front of Lhem and mentioned
the need to promote and advance conservation programs Lo protect and
conserve the natural resources ol our Commonwenlth. Very often 1 stLood up
and mentioned the need lor our tourizsm industry to grow hand in hand with
the infrastructure developments such as power, electricity and water. Very
often 1 stood up and mentioned the need for a balanced economic development
through the joint partnership ol business and government. We must pay
careful attention Lo all these problems and concerns, Mr. President and
fellow colleagues. I ‘am asking that we all join bhands and work together,
keeping in mind that we must plice our people’s confidence and interosti
above personal ioterest, Let us ask the members of the House of
Representatives lor tholr cooperation und support and heip each other

out, Let us all play a part dn helping to lmprove the lives of all our
people and the development ol all our islands in the Marianas. We olten
read in the paper that the federal governmenl meddles with our local
government aflfairs. IF the publie's interesl and serviee is placed above
one's personal interest, Lhere is nothing Lo lear. In Chis new yvear of
1988, let us now, as members of this Sixith Legislature, work logether.
Now, I would like to congratulate you, Mr. President, and the other
elected oflficors. Also my congratulations Lo all new members of the
Senate and House ol Representalives. Finally, 1ol us pgive thanks to all
our friemds who made this inaugurdtion preparation possible. Thank wyou
very much. )

The Chair recognized Floor Leader [nos.

Floor leader Inos: Mr. President, we have distinguished guests here today.
We have visitors Trom everywhore, Amogr Lhe distingulshed guests are Lhe
Guam legislators. fo nre especinlily happy Lo have scnntors [livera, Bambu,

Guan, and Miles. With the indulgence of Chese members, My, President, |1
move that the Senate dissolve diaell inte the Commitbee of the Whole to
accommodiate these distinguishod members ol the Guam Leglslature,

senator Babauta seconded nnd the motion earried hy voice vote. The
Senate resolved into the Committee of the Whole at 11:54 a.m.

COMMLUTUER, OF TIS Wk
The Senate reconvensd ity plenary session at 12:08 pom.
Prosident Manglonn: Any other momber sho wish Lo speaky L none, the Chiir
would like o mnke & short statement. Beverond Father lsasce Ayuyu, Reéeverend

Chapman, Governor Tenorio, Lt. Goyernur Tenorio, Chiel Justice Hefner,
honored Mayors, lonored Sonantovs, distinguished goosts, ladies and gentlemen:

It is with great pleasure that | welcome you te the inmuguration of the Gth
Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legisianture. We are greatly honored by your
presence. To our outpgoling Senale President, Senstor Julisn 8. Calvo, we
extend to you specianl reécogmdlion [or many vears ol dedicated services to
the people of the Northern Marlianas, especially Lhe people of Rota whom you
ably represent. Your many years in politics is attributed Lo our people's
continuous support and admiration for your distinguishod public services.
fe in the Senate wish you every success in vour luture endeavor.

To my distinguished colleagues, I am most grateful and honored for
besLowing on me your trast and conflidence ta be your Senato President

for the SixLh Northern Marianas Commonwealth Leglslature. QOur people,

(The asterisk (*) depotes teanslation from Chamorro to English.)
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our islands and onr fulure provide preat challenges and opportunities
ahoad of all of us. | seck ol you Lo work with me in parinershilp Lo
fulfill our people's dreams and the challenge lies belore us. Together,
we can make this Sixth Legislature successlul and productive. Together,
wer hope to pass sipgnificunt and mojor lemgislations. Together, we hope to
agonfirm the best pooplo fo bold public ol Vices; togetheir, we hope Lo

pass sound budpgets that will contirdibule Lo the lsenl hoalth of our
Commonwein lth Government; amd togethor, we hope that oy work here will
mike 4 el and visible conlribulion Lo our peoploe.

Tekiny marks the opening of our Gth Legislpture, and represents to us the
continuwation ol the fulfillment of the great dream that our people have
shared for so many years. Thias s the dreasn that is contained in our
Commonwenlth Covenant which Jjoined our imlands in political union with

the United States of America. The basic principles which are embodied in
the Commonwealth Covenant are unigue and must be [ully respected and
preserved., Together, with our Commonwealth Constitution, we are accorded
full internal self-government, and all the necessary means to achieve it,

fn a balance manner, for all Lhe islands ol our Conmonweslth. This was

the fultillment of tho gonl pnd objectives ol the United Nations Trusteeship
Agreement. And now throupgh our Covenant and our Constitution;, that goal has
been fullilled and it should not boe tampered with by anyone, | pledge to
you i your new Sonato President, and as a former negotiator of the Covenant
ngrecment, and & former framer of our Constitution, to see to it that our
Covenant and Constitution are fully protected and preserved, and our dreams
Mlrillecd, both now and in [utdre years.

1 have had the privilege, and have served in siany of our former leglslatures.,
In doing 80, even seastned veterans, like many el us begin a new
Legislature with n [resh sense ol hope and repewed optimism.

Many of the challenges that will lace us din the next two years will be
difficult to achieve. Bul we must always remember that by working
together in partnership in the Senate, the House of Representatives, and
the Administration — we con plan our f[uture, set our priovities, nand
achieve our goals.

Firastl and loremosi in wmy mind, s the formulation and implementation of
our Seven-year Capltal Tmprovement Development Plan. Thisg plan is
directly relauted Lo our $140 million bond [or Capital lmprovements to
improve and construct our necded roads, and harbors, provide adeguate
elagsrooms for our children, provide pdequate supply ol power and wakor
for our peuple in our villages and homestead aveas, and in short, give
us the means to develop and grow. AL present, part of these funds are
being beld hostapge by the Office of the Territorianl and Insular Affairs
of the Department ol the Ipterior far technlceal reasons, These problems
must be addressed immediately Doginning Loday.

We must address it vigoriloitsly without nny further ondue delay. 1 am
calling and appealing to the Departimenl of the Interior Lthrough its Dflfice
of the Territorial and Insular Affairs to immediately release our {irst

draw down of the bonding amounting to over 530 million, mostly carmarked

for power and water improvement projects. e can no longer continue to bhe
silent on this important issue. We can no longer allow the Department of
the Interior 1o continue to Lreat us like a territory instead ol a self-
governing Commonwealth, Thoy are telling us: Here, my child, you have

over $30 million in your pocket but don't spend it until I tell you how

to spend 1€, Our peoply can no longer afford to continue to go on a4 water
and power rationing and shortages bocause ol Interior's relusal Lo release
our available moncy. We must send n sHpecial joint delegation ol the
Governor's oflice and the Legislature to Washington, D.C. to discuss and
tangle these important issues., We must inform Lhe Seeretary of the Interior
that in order o avert the power and water crisis, we pead our money now. i
this approaclh fails, then we must appeal to the U.S. Congress to modily the
law pertaining to our anntal wmdtd=yeay Cunding. Lot me bhe the Tirst one to
admit that tlye whole Ltheory and concepl ol JTevee:siting and  Front=crid= loading
Capital lwmprovement Dovelopuent Projects is no langer workable. Almost
three years is now gone, and not gven o penny is spent on our multi-vear
annunl funding for Capital Development Projects. In additicn, lfarther
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ecanomic opportunities must als=a bhe sought. Eeonomic advancemoent is nob
voot o reallty [or mll our people, and Lo Lthis end we must sbrive Logethor.
At the same time, perbaps some of our iglunds con be wtilized (or
commercinl projects and scientilic research lar peacelul purpodos,

we intend to implement Sipndlflcant apd puijor legislations in mmnoy
riant ‘areas, sach as loreign lovestmendt, Ly regulition ol alien

r, health surince , and other arens., In this ellart, it is our

ention to broaden public participation as mudly 08 possible, and to
 bhrough pulblie hedrings, the Lrwe will ol onr people in this regard.
1ope Lo soon approve 4 sound budget, and we hope to conlivm the best
people to public offices. Overgll, it is our dntention Lo work together io
nn atmosphere of ecoopernticon and harm with the hope that our we here in
the Legislature will make a veal and positive conteibutjion to the publiec
good of all our people ol the Commonwenlbh.

Next 3

With this in mind, 1 weuld like Lo take Lhis epporiunity to personally
congratulate each and every member of the Senate of the Siszth Northern
Marianas Commoneedlth Legislatura, Lial us now begin our worlk. Thank wvou
vory much and 51 Yuus Miaase., (Applause)

Presjdent. Munglon: AL thi time, Ethe Chair would like Lo apnounce the
following Chairmen of the Senate Standing Committees. The Chairman

senl Affalrs CommitCeg is Senalor Jdoseph Ilnos; Lhe

Sennte Judiciary, GOovernmenlt and Luw is Senator Manuel P.
Chairman lLor Lthe Sepate lealtli, BEducation and Wellare

nitor Juan Babautn: the Chiirman fer the Senate Resources
pfnas; Ehe Ohalrman

for the Senate Fi
Chairman [or Lhe
Villagomesz; the
Committes is Se
and Developwent Commiflboe is g YVice President, Sonalbor
for Lhe xececulive Appodntmenls amd Government Investignlbions Commiltloe is
Senator Herman Guerrero (sic); aond the Chairman [or the Senate Hules
Committee i=s Senator Jusn Babaitn. Thie now crated Standing Committee ol
the HSenate, the Commitiee on Federal Helations and Independent Agencies will

be chnirved by Senator Paul A. Manglona.

Floor Leader Ines: Point of information, I didn't quite hear who Lhe

Chairman for EAGIL, Ixecutive Appeointments and Goverpment Investigations, is.

President Manglona: The Chairman for the Executbtive Appointmenlts and Govern-—
ment Investigations is Sconator Herman M. Manglona from Tinilan.

s that a sorrection, Mr. President?

Senatoer J.

That's a corrvection. The menmbers of the various

President
will be announced abt oa later diate, Any moye

slhanding commit
apnouncementsy

; Mr. President, I would like o take this opportunity
segee ol all the people in the Chamber, in the gallery
nlnuse)

Vice PFresidenl Maln:
Lo recognize Lhe pre
and the people out there in the Senate hallways. Thank you, {

Presidont Manglong: Any other announcoments?

. Guerrerg! The members ol thd House are down at the door ——

here to report?

We will mow call wpon the Chairman ol the House
Committee to please step forward aond make his report.

.01

Chairman V. M. Sablan: Thank vou, MHr. President atnd hoporable Senators.
On behalf of the House, I am pleased Lo oflbdeinlly aotily Lthe Sennto
that the House is fully organized and ready B transsch DUsiness.

Thank you. C(hpplause)
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Progident Mampelonn: Thank yin very mmich,  Any olhee annonieomon sy
Senator Babauta?

Senator Babauta: Mr. President, bhefore we adjourn, I, also, would like to
Pl o Lhes prevssemeses ol a0 veey olbesidnpad sl poes . sl witl ns tanlay
and that I8 the [ovmer Prosident ol Ghe Senste, 4th Northern Marianas
Commonwenl Lh Legislature, Mre. fnd Mres. Poociann Basa,  CApplanse)

Also, Mr. President, | would like to extend apprecintion to the Senate
stalf, personnel who made Che arrangement for this occasion today und
their hard work in polishing up the Sepato Chamber and the hallways.

As you know, the Senate is normally not Lthis shiny and I'm very glad

Lo see thel the lNoors are shiny and thal we are ready Lo do bhusiness

in this Sixth Northern Mourlanans Commonwenlth Legislature,

President Manglona: Thank you, Senator. Any other announcements? IF
none, I would likée to ask Reverend Chapman to please give us the
benediction. Can the Sergeant-At-Arms please escort Reverend Chapman
to the podlum?

Everybody roso, and leverend Chapmnn administered the benediction.

President Mungionn: Thonk yvou very much. Before we adjourn, 1 would

like Lo once again Lake this opportunity to welcome all ol our honored
and distinguished visitors from Guam, Rota, Tininn, nnd Saipan and at Lhe
same time recognize the officlials of our government, Governor Tenorio and
his cabinet and also the representatives [rom the Guam Legislature. 1
would like to cordially invite you immediately after adjounrnment to please
Join with us in our simple celebration lor this Sisth Commonweal th
Legislature. We have refreshments outside our Chamber and we ask all

of you to please come and join with us.  Any motion lor adjournment?
soenator lnos?

Floor Leader Inos: I move that the Senate stand recessed subject to the
call of the Chuir.

The motion was seconded and carried by voice vole,
The Senate recessod at 123022 paom. , subjeet Lo the ¢all ol the Chair.

Respretfully submitted,
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