SENATE JOURNAL -- 10th Day

TENTH DAY

Wednesday, February 24, 1988

The Senate ol the Sixth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature, First
Regular Session, 1988, was called to order al 1:24 p.m.

The Honorable Benjamin 'I' Manglona, President, presided.
A moment of silent prayer was observed.

The Acting Senate Clerk called the roll. §ix members were present,
Senators J. S. lnos, H. M. Manglona, and M. P. Villagomez were excused.

READING AND APPRuVal, OF THE JOURNALS

On motion by Acting Floor Leader Babauta, seconded by Vice President
Mafnas, the 8th and 9Pih Days Journals were adopled.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVEKNOR

Governor's Mesg., No, 6-5: For information and review re Solid Waste
Landfill Site Investigations.

Governor's Mespg. No., 6-6: Informing Lhe Senate Lhat he has signed into
law, as Public Law 6-1, House Bill Ne. 6-49, II.D.1, entitled: "To make
appropriation for the operations of the Board of Elections for Fiscal Year
ending September 30, 1988, Lo identily resources available lor such appropria-—
tion, and for other purposes.", on February 24, 1988.

The Chair recopgnized Senator J. Guerrero.
Senator J, Guerrero: Mr, President, Is there a possibility that we can gel a

copy of the preliminary study on the solid waste landfill sile invesLigations
besides this letter?

President Manglona: After this session, I will ask the Senate Clerk to provide
you a copy. The report is quite voluminous. Senate Clerk, make sure that you
previde a xerox copy Lo Scnator Guerrero, J.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM HEADS OF DEPAITMERNTS
None
HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS

House Comm, No. 6-15: Transmitting a certified copy of House Resolution
No. 6-b, H.D.2, entltled, "A House Resolution Requesting the Attorney
General to commence proceedings in the United States District Court for the
Northern Marianas to compel the renewal of regular consultations between Lhe
United States and the Commonwealth as provided for in Section 902 of the
'Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana lslands in
Political Union with the United States of America'."

House Comm, No. 6-16: Transmitting a certified copy of Baipan Lepgislative
Pelegation Resolution No, 6-3, D.1, entitled: "A Third Senatorial District
Resolution Approving the expenditures by the CONMI Goverament lor Capital
Improvement Projecls on Salpan lor the Commonweal th Utilities Corporation which
are funded by CDA Project Serles—=]1 Revenue Bonds, and lor other purposes.'
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House Comm., No, 6-17: Transmitling for Senate acltion House Joint
Resolution No. 6-6, "A House Joint Resolution Requesting Lhe assistance of
certain members of the Congress of the United States in urging the President of
the United States to appoint a Special Representative in order that Lthe
bilateral consultations between the Government of (he United States and Lhe
Government of the Northern Mariana Islands required by bSection 902 of the
Covenant, may promptly be resumecd."

House Comm. No., 6-18: Returning Senate Bill No. 6-8, H.D.1, "A Bill For
An Act To amend Tilkle 3 CMC, Division 2, Chapter 5 (Mental Illness), by adding
provisions lor non-judicial, involuntary, 24-hour treatment and evaluation
deotention for the mentally ill, and for other purposes."

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE'S COMMUNICATIONS

Comm. No. 6-2: Enclosing copy of letter sent to Senantor Joseph Biden,

Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee on the selection of the next
federal district court judge Tor Lhe Commonwealth.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Standing Com. Report Ne, 6-23: From the Committee on Health, Education,
Welfare and Programs, reporting on Senate Bill No. 6-3, entitled: '"A Bill For
An Act To establish the Commonwealth Health Services Board which will administer
the Department of Public Health and Environmental Services, to repeal Sections 1
CMC 2601, 2602, 2606, 2621, 2622, 2623, 2624, 2625, 2631 et seq., and 2646
et seqg., and to repeal and enact 3 CMC 2412.", for adoption.

Acting Floor Leader Babauta moved lor its adoption. Vice President
Malnas seconded the motion.

The Chair recognized Senator J. Guerrero.

Senator J, Guerrvero: Mr, President, again, with all due respect to the
Chairman and the members, the Committee Report contains a lot ol inferring
assumptions. [ just want to ask the Chairman 10 gsome ol Lhe statements in the
Committee Report are factual, especially in the analysis. [t talks about an
increased number of assistance provided to medical and health care patients.

Is there statistic available? The consumer need [or Improved and specialized
health care services have substantially increased in the Northern Marianas in
the recent years. Those are things that I am concern. Where did some of these
statements derive from? 1 would like to satisfy myself because the Public
Health Services will be expecting a substantial fiscal outlay for mediecal
services for Piscal Year 1988, It is approximately 20 percent of the operating
budget of the Commonwealth which is in my personal opinion is somewhat really
high. 1f our budget is $70 million, 20 percent of that is substantial. And
between the Department of Health Services and the Department of Education, we
are now talking that they will take 50 percent of the ‘Lotal resources that
will be avallable for 1988. Again, I just would like to iterate that, that I
have major concern as far as the bill and the Committee Report. 1 am not
opposing the bill and the Committee Heport. 1t's just that some of the state-
ments contained in both cause confusion in my mind. Actually there are some
facts, data that can substantiate some ol these statements.

President Mapglona: Will the Chairman please respond to the concern raised by
Senator Guerrero, J.?

Chairman Babautn: Thank you, Mr. President. I wish thal Senator Guerrero can
be more specific and point oul singly each one of those concerns specilically
in that way [ can better deal with them in answer to his concerns.
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President Manglona: The Chair would like to rule that if there is no objection,
we will proceed with the adoption of the Committee Report now, and whan we come
to the Bill Calendar for IMirst Reading, we can deliberate on the bill.

[Chairman Babauta and Senator J. Guerrero replied "no objection."]
President Manglonn: Any more comments on the Committee Report?

There being no further discussions, Lhe members present voled by voice
vote and adopted Standing Committee Report No. 6-23.

SPECIAL/CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS
None
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None
PREFILED BILLS AND RESOLUTTONS

Bill No. 6-62: Introduced by: sSenator Juan T. Guerrero
Assigned to : HEWRP

A Bill For An Act To eslablish Medical Referral Standards, A
Medical Referral Committee, and for other purposes.

Bill No. &6-863: Introduced by: Senator Juan 1'. Guerrero
Assigned to : PFA

A Bill For An Act To provide for reimbursement lor off-island
travel, and for other purposes.

Bill Neo., 6-64: Introduced by: Senator Juan T. Guerrero
Assigned ta o JGL

A Bill For An Act To prohibit age and sex discrimination in
employment practices, and for other purposes.

Bill No., 6 Introduced by: Senator Juan T. Guerrero
Assigned Lo HEW&P
A Bill For An Act To provide for a Commonwealth Safe Drinking
Water Act, and for other purposes.

Bill No. 6-66: Introduced by: Senalor Juan T. Guerrero
Assigned to HEWSP
A Bill For An Act To provide for an Fmergency Medical Services
Act, and for other purposes.

Bill No: 6-67: Introduced by: Senator Juan T. Guerrero
Assigned to JGL
A Bill For An Act To extend the minimum wage requirement to
previously exempt categories ol workers, to thereby encourage
the employment of local resident workers in these job areas,
to amend P.L. 1-320, as amended, and for other purposes.,

Bill No. 6-638: Introduced by: Senator Juan T. Guerrero

Assigned to : RE:D
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A Bill For An Act To provide for a system by which Headnote
3A Import waivers can be fairly allocated among existing
manufacturers; to vacate current regulations covering this
game topic; to regulate the textile manufacturing industry;
to add a new Chapter 5 to 4 CMC, Division 5, and for other
purposes.

Bill No. 6-69: Introduced by: Senator Juan T. Guerrero
Assigned to : FRIA

A Bill For An Act To provide for regulation of commercial
employment agencies, and for other purposes.

BILL CALENDAR

Senate Bill No, 6-3, S.D.1: "A Bill For An Act To establish the Common-
wealth Health Services Board which will administer the Department of Public
Health & Environmental Services, to repeal Sections 1 CMC 2601, 2602, 2606,
2621, 2622, 2623, 2624, 2625, 2631 ef seq., and 2646 et seq., and to repeal
and enact 3 CMC 2412.", for First Reading.

Acting Floor Leader Babauta moved for its passage. There were several
seconds to the motion.

The Chair recognized Senator J. Guerrero.

Senator J. Guerrero: Thank you, Mr. President. Perhaps since this is just for
First Reading on the bill, I can address my concerns in writing to the Chailrman;
and hopefully, the Chairman will entertain some of my concerns. 850 rather than
proelonging the session, I will submil my concerns in writing.

Chajrman Babauta: I have no objection.

President Manglona: Thank you, Senator Guerrero, J. Is there any further
discussion on Lhe Lill?

There being no further discussions, Senate Bill No. 6-3, 8.D.1 passed the
Senate on Pirst Reading.

Senate Bill No, 6G-8, 1II.D.1: "A Bill For An Act To amend Title 3 CMC,
Division 2, Chapter § (Mental Illness), by adding provisions for non-judicial,
involuntary, 24-hour treatment and evaluation detention for the mentally ill,
and for other purposes.', lor acceptance of the House amendmenls.

Acting Floor Leader Babauta moved for the acceptance of the House amend-
ments. There were several seconds o the motion.

The Chair recognized Chairman Babauta.

Chajrman Babauta: Mr. President, this is Senate Bill No. 6-8 which has been
amended at the louse, however, with their amendments come various typographical
errors and I have consulted with the Chairman of the Committee on HEW (rom the
House regarding these typographical errors. And since he believe, and 1 also
believe, that it will not change the substance of the bill, he consented to
having those typographical errors made without having to return this bill back
to the House for conference; 1f it does pass the Senate. 1 just want to point
out those typographical errors.

President Manglona: Let the record reflect Lhose corrections.

Senator J. Guerrero: Are those typographical errors spellings?
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Chadrman Babaula: Spellings.

Senator J. Guerrero: It does not ¢hange the substance?

Chajirman Babautp: No, it does noti.

Senator .J, Guerrero: 1 have no objection since the Rules of Lhe House provide
for the House Clerk to make changes —— typographical changes.

The Chair recognized Vice President Malnas.

Vice Presjident Mafnas: It's just a minor guestion, Mr. President. May I
address this to the Chairman?

Chairman Babauta: Yes.

Vice President Malfnas: Does the bill also address the problem of minor
persons? 1 understand that the louse has slricken out the word "minor" in the
bill.

Chajrman Babauta: Yes. For some reason, Vice President, when the hill was
sent to the House, they did solicit some further comments from the Catholic
Soc¢ial Services in which their representative there recommended that that
particular section dealing wilh minors be deleted from the bill. There was no
major concern regarding Lhat raised during the hearing, so we felt that it was
not a substantive item. The gist of the bill is to give Lhe Department of
Public lealth and Environmental Services the legal ability to detain a person
who is mentally ill against their will.

Vice President Malnas: On page 2, line 7, Mr. Chairman, it starts: "'"Mentally
il11,"" means for purposes ol Z24-hour evaluation and treatment, a person with
mental disorder,...". "A person" could be a minor in that case, am I correct

on that assumption?

Chajirman Babauta: Yes.

Vice President Malpas: Thank you, Mr. President.

President Mppzlona: Any further discussion? [Pause] If none, we will now
vote to accepl the House amendmenls on Senate Bill No. 6-8, H.D.1.

The Acting Senate Clerk called the roll for voting with the following
result:

Senator J. N. Babauta Aye
Senator H. R. Guerrero Aye
Senator J. T. Guerrero Aye
Senator J. 8. Inos Fxcused
Senator J. P. Mafnas Aye
Senator P. A. Manglona Aye
Senator . M. Manglona Excused
Senator M. P. Villagomez Excused
President B. T. Manglona Aye

The motion to accept the lHouse amendments to Senate Bill No. 6-8, H.D.1
unanimously passed the Senate with a roll erll vole of six "ayes".

The Chair recognized Senator ,J. Guerrero.

sSenator J. Guerrero: Mr. President, I would like to find out from the Chair

As to the dispoasition of the.... No, I'm sorry, Mr. President.
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RESOLUTION CALENDAR
None
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill ‘No. 8=707 Introduced by: Senator Panl A. Manglona
Assigned Lo JGL

A Bill For An Act To provide that Municipal Council
Members be elected at the regular general election, and
that they reside in the municipality they represent during
their term in office.

Bill No. 6-71: Introcduced by: Senator lerman R, Guerrero
Assigned to  JGL

A Bill For An Act To provide Tor mandatory prosecution of any
person caught stealing lrom the government, regardless of
whelher the money or property stolen is returned or repaid;

to require department heads, division chiefs, and all other
managerial or supervisory government personnel Lo report all
incidents of actual or suspected theft, Iraud, embezzlement or
similar offenses by government emplovees to Lhe Office of the
Attorney General and the Director of Public Safety; to require
removal of any public official who fails to comply with Lhe
requirement to report and to make lailure to so remove an
impeachable oflense; to bar from government employment for a
period of five years any person convicted ol stealing from Lhe
government and to permanently bar any person so convicted from
any government employment involving the handling of cash,

the preparation or approval of any document which would result
in a payment by or c¢reate an obligation of Lhe government, or
the keeping ol any records relating to funds, property, or
financial obligations of the government; and for other
purposes.

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS
None
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
None
ANNOUNCENENTS
The Chair recognized Chairman Babauta.
Chairmen Babauta: Mr. President, I would just like to announce again the
public hearing that your Committee on IHEW will be holding on Senate Bill
No. 6-26 and that will be on Friday, February 26, at 10:00 a.m. The other bill
for public hearing is Senate Bill No. 6-41 on the Handicapped Persons. That
will be on Marech 8, at 1:00 p.m.
The Chair recognized Acting Chairman J. Guerrero.
Acting Chairman J. Guerrero: On behalf of the Chairman on the Committee on R&D,
a public hearing is scheduled for temorrow at 9:00 a.m., to entertain the poker
machines legislation introduced by our colleague from Rota. Also, 1 would like

ta inform the members that I have set up, again, on behall of the Chairman,
that public¢ hearings for the Committee on RED on all the bills relerred to H&D,
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has been scheduled and will be conducted every Thursday of the week. Notices
will also be given to sponsors of the bill and also to the members of tho
Committee.

President Mapglona: Thank you, Senator Guerrero, J.

Senator H. Guerrerg: Point of information, Mr. President.

The Chair recognized Senator H. Guerrero.

Senator H, Guerrero: 'The public hearing for every Thursday on the Committee on
R&D will take place at what time?

Acting Chairman J. Guerrero: The time will be indicated on the notice
depending on the subject of the proposed legislalion. Seme of them will start
at 9 and most of them will start at 10. I feel that some of the bhills will
require longer period of time. Some of the bills are more sensitive in nature
than others &o again the Committee will be flexible on the time to accommodale
any of the needs of the members of the Committee.

President Manglona: Is Lhere any further announcement? If there is no further
announcement, I would like to ask Lhe Acting Floor Leader to resolve the Senate
inte the Committee of the Whole in order to present our former Senate President,
Senator Julian 8. Calvo, his resolution which was adopted by the Sixth Common-

wealth Legislature in recognition ol his outstanding service with our government.
I would like at this time to entertain a motion from the Acling Floor Leader,

Acting Iloor Leader Babauta movecd that the Senate resolve Into the
Committee of the Whole. Vice President Malnas seconded the motion, and the
motion carried by voice vote.

The Senate resolved into Lthe Committee of the Whole at 1:44 p.m.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

The Seante resolved to its plenary session at 1:49 p.m,

Acting ¥Floor Leader Babauta moved that the Senate stand in recess subject
to the call of the Chair. Vice President Mainas seconded the motion, and the
motion carried by voice vote.

The Senate recessed at 1:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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