TWENTY-SECOND NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2021 S.L.B. NO. 22-03

A LOCAL BILL FOR AN ACT

To provide an alternative to parceling of Undivided
property in order to satisfy the Article 11, Section 1103,
of the Saipan Zoning Law.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE THIRD SENATORIAL DISTRICT DELEGATION PURSUANT TO
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CHAPTER 4, DIVISION 1, TITLE 1 OF THE COMMONWEALTH CODE:

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Legislature acknowledges that the

Saipan Zoning Law, Article 1, Section 1103(c) provides that a proposed final plat shall
be prepared by licensed surveyor and approved by the Division of Land Registration and
Surveys. The Legislature finds that numerous family homes destroyed by the recent
typhoons are constructed on undivided family land. The Legislature also finds that the
estate of the fee simple owner of the land has not gone through the probate process for
distribution of the property to the legal heirs. The Legislature further finds that the
absence of an estate probate is an obstacle to rebuilding the family homes on the
undivided property.

The Legislature further finds that legal heirs of deceased property owners are,
more likely than not, unaware of 8 CMC 8§ 2804, which provides in pertinent part that
competent successors may agree among themselves “in any way that they provide in a
written contract executed by all who are affected by its provisions.”

The purpose of this Act is to provide some relieve to home owners pertaining to
parceling of undivided property in order to avail of the FEMA, SBA home reconstruction
grants and loans, or other available funding sources.

Section 2. Enactment. Subject to the codification by the Commonwealth Law

Revision the following is enacted to read:








