FIFTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION, 2007 S.L.I1.NO. _15-15
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A SENATE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE
To amend the Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands to remove the
constitutional protections of the salaries of elected officials and to reduce
the operating budget of the Legislature.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE FIFTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS
COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Legislative Findings.

The Legislature finds that the constitutional protection of the salaries of certain
elected officials is a serious impediment to efforts at cost containment within the CNMI
government. It is the duty of all elected officials to show their stewardship by taking the
initiative by sharing in financial constraints necessary to eliminate an operating deficit by
the government.

The Legislature further finds that the duty of true representation of the people
requires that they share the impact of budgetary constraints by reducing the costs of
operating the legislature.

Therefore, the Legislature finds that amending the Constitution to meet this goal
IS necessary and proper.

Section 2. Legislative Initiative. The Constitution of the Northern Mariana

Islands is hereby amended as follows pursuant to sections 1, 3 and 5 of article XVIII of
the Constitution:
(a) Amendments to Article I1: Legislative Branch

(1) Section 10 is amended to read:

“Section 10: Compensation. The members of the

legislature shall receive an annual salary efeight-thousand-doHars
and—reasonable—allowances—for—expenses as provided by law,
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sublect to referendum under sectlon 2 of article IX. Ihe—s&l&ey—ef

(2) Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of section 16 are amended

“(a) Appropriations, or obligations and expenditures, for
the operations and activities of the legislature and legislative

bureau, other than the salaries of members of the legislature, any

eqeupment—eeeam%&l—mepmvemem—pmjeete may not exceed in any

fiscal year the budget ceiling provided in this section.

(b) Each member of each house shall receive an equal
amount within this ceiling not to exceed one hundred fifty-five
thousand dollars annually for office and related expenses including
all expenses for travel. Each member of each house shall file with
the public auditor and the Secretary of Finance a monthly report
with supporting documentation on the use of these funds.
Members may voluntarily pool all or any part of these funds.

(c) The presiding officer in each house shall receive within
this ceiling an additional amount not to exceed feur two hundred
thousand dollars a year to support the operations and activities of
that house, to be expended according to the rules of that house. The
presiding officer shall file with the public auditor and the Secretary
of Finance a monthly report with supporting documentation on the
use of these funds. A portion of such amount shall be equally
distributed to the standing committees of that house for their
operations and activities.

(d) The legislative bureau shall have a budget of not more
than twe one million dollars, for the purposes specified in section
17. The Bureau may not purchase, rent, or lease vehicles for the
use of individual members of the legislature or their offices. The
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Bureau may not defray travel expenses of individual members of
the legislature or their personal staff except as approved by joint
resolution of the legislature. The term "major equipment or capital
improvement projects” in subsection (a) does not include the
purchase, rental, or lease of vehicles for the use of individual
members of the legislature or their offices.

(b) Amendment to Article 111: Executive Branch. Section 5 is
amended to read:

“Section 5: Compensation. The compensation and a
reasonable allowance for official expenses only of the governor

shall receive an annual salary of twenty thousand dolars and the
lieutenant governor an-annual-salary-of-eighteen-thousand-dellars

shall be provided by law, subject to referendum under section 2 of

Artlcle IX. Beth—shau—reeewe#easmqableﬁuewaneesﬁfer—expenses

(c) Amendment to Article I1V: Judicial Branch. Section 6 is

amended to read as follows:

“Section 6. Compensation. The ecempensation annual
salary of a justice and a judge shall be provided by law, subject to
referendum pursuant to section 2 of Article IX. Fhe-salary-ofa

tice or iud —r i £ office.”

(d) Amendment to Article V: Representation In The United

States. Section 5 is amended as follows:

“Section 5: Compensation. The resident—representative

shaH-receive-an annual salary and reasonable allowance for official
expenses only of the resident representative shall be provided by
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law, subject to referendum pursuant to section 2 of Article 1X. Fhe

salary may not be changed during a term of office. The staff of the

office of the resident representative shall be exempted from the
civil service.”

() Amendment to Article IX: Initiative, Referendum and

Recall. Subsections (b) and (c) of section 2 are amended as follows:

“(b) A referendum petition shall be filed with the attorney
general, who shall have thirty days from the date the petition is
filed within which to certify fercertification that the requirements
of section 2(a) have been met.

(c) A referendum petition certified by the attorney general

shall be submitted to the voters at the—next-general-a special
election that is held not later than sixty at-least-thirty days from the

date the petition has been certified.”

Section 3. Adoption and Transmittal. The Speaker of the house and the

Date: 04/25/07

President of the Senate shall certify, and the Clerks of the House and the Senate shall
attest to the passage of this Legislative Initiative. The Senate Clerk shall then cause the
Legislative Initiative to be transmitted to the Governor and the Commonwealth Election
Commission. Pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 5 of the Commonwealth Constitution,
the Commission shall place the provisions of sections 1 and 2 of this initiative on a ballot
before the people of the Commonwealth for ratification in the next regular general

Introduced By:/s/

Sen. Maria Frica T. Pangelinan
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